
 

 

Is natural gas development happening near you?  

If you live near natural gas infrastructure you should know:  

● Signing a lease does not mean you have waived your right to be free from health and property 

harms caused by fracking.   

● You are entitled to protections even if the Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) has 

permitted development of gas infrastructure (well pads, pipelines, compressor stations, etc.) near 

your home. 

 

Under the Pennsylvania state constitution, every citizen has a right to clean air and clean water.  Here are 

some of the ways you can enforce your rights: 

 

Request a Conference 

● Residents with concerns about a well permit application submitted to PADEP can request a 

conference under section 3251 of the Oil and Gas Act. 

● The conference involves a discussion between representatives of the operator and the residents. 

The conference will be facilitated by PADEP.  

● PADEP can make recommendations during and/or after the meeting, and agreements reached 

during these conferences can become enforceable. 

 

Protect Your Water Supply 

● There have been 200+ instances of private water contamination as a result of fracking activity in 

Pennsylvania.  If your home or business is within a specific distance from oil and gas activity you 

may be entitled to certain protections for your water supply.  

● If new infrastructure is proposed in your neighborhood contact your regional DEP office and 

request baseline water testing and ask if there are any other “predrilling” or “prealteration” 

surveys you should have. 

● If you believe that the quantity or quality of your water has been affected after oil and gas activity 

begins you should file a complaint.  PADEP must investigate your complaint within 10 days.   

● If the DEP determines that nearby gas activity is the cause of water loss or contamination, you are 

entitled to a replacement water supply.  

 

   

 

 



    

 

Have Your Property Reassessed 

● Real estate agents take into account factors such as proximity to industrial activity when they 

estimate a home’s value.  If infrastructure such as a well pad or a compressor station has been 

developed near you, your home’s property value may have decreased.  

● If so, you should not be paying as much in property taxes as you did before the gas infrastructure 

was constructed.  Contact your local tax assessor to find out if you are eligible for reassessment.  

 

Exercise Your Right of Public Participation 

● Gas companies must comply with DEP regulations such as: 

o Maintaining specific signage;  

o Keeping copies of emergency response plans available onsite; and 

o Implementing site specific erosion and sedimentation controls during construction.   

● Familiarize yourself with these requirements and file a complaint with PADEP if you believe an 

operator is not in compliance.   

● PADEP may demand that the operator stop current activity and deny future permits if it 

determines an operator is in violation of PA laws and regulations.   

 

Take Legal Action 

In some circumstances legal action is necessary.  If you have signed a contract with a gas company to 

allow them a right-of-way or the right to develop natural gas, it does not mean that you have lost the 

ability to protect your home and health.  Financial compensation for harms such as property destruction 

caused by construction, operation, or remediation of gas infrastructure may still be available.  For more 

information see the Protect Our Children – Organizing ABC’s 

(http://www.protectourchildrencoalition.org/section-g). 

Next Steps 

File a complaint: If you are aware of existing problems in your community you should file a complaint 

with PADEP by calling the toll-free statewide number: 1-888-723-3721.  If you have identified a spill or 

other immediate problem call the PADEP’s emergency line at 1-800-541-2050.  All complaints are 

confidential.    

Talk to your community: Reach out to friends and neighbors in your area; you may be surprised at how 

many share your concerns.   

Get involved: If you would like to learn more or get involved join us for a phone conference during 

which MWA staff and community members will be available to answer questions and guide you towards 

the resources you need.  You will learn more about how to engage in each of the avenues for protection 

listed on this sheet, some of the ways that MWA has advocated for communities like yours in the past, 

and how we can help you going forward.  You can RSVP by emailing your name and contact information 

to: lauren@mtwatershed.com or call (724) 455-4200, ext. 5#. You may remain confidential on the call.  
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