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What Is a substrate? 
A substrate is the material that art is printed on. Canvas, acrylic, wallpaper, and even aluminum are all 
examples of just some of the substrates that are available. 
 
What’s the value of using different substrates? 
First, every substrate has a unique properties that can lend themselves better to different 
environments, different looks, and different styles. If you’re thinking ‘traditional feel’ for example, 
canvas is a great option. But if you want more ‘modern and edgy’, consider actylic or aluminum. 
 
Second, the human brain is wired to tune out and ignore things in its envidronment that are repeated 
over and over again. Combining different substrates in the same interior space can create a more 
engaging, more impactful experience than using a single substrate alone. 
 
Third, the ability to utilize different substrates dramatically expands design options and possibilities. 
Just about any effect, any kind of moor or ‘vibe’, or any kind of design idea can be realized through the 
utilization of different substrate types. 
 
What will I learn from this materials tour? 
This tour will introduce you to some of the most popular materials used throughout multiple industries 
like healthcare, corporate, and government. An important thing to keep in mind is that this tour is not 
meant to be exhaustive, and doesn’t include additional options like wood, aluminum, sculpture, 
mobiles, and other custom options that are available (even glass sculpture!).  
 
When working with a Great American Art designer, if you have a vision of something bold, unique, and 
special that these substrates don’t seem like they can meet, don’t be afraid to tell us! We’d be happy 
to introduce and explore art options that extend beyond traditional substrates. 
 
Where can I go if I have more questions? 
We love talking to people, so reach out and ask us! Alternately, we offer many additional resources on 
the web. 
 
Website: http://www.greatamericanart.com 
Email: info@greatamericanart.com 
Phone: 1.800.314.0434 
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The Design Challenge 
An interior space that does little to nothing to bridge the divide between it and the humanity of the 
people moving, working, and functioning with that space. This can be a waiting or exam room in a 
hospital that resonates as sterile, unfamiliar, and scary. Or it could be a corporate conference room 
that reflects stress and anxiety instead of well-being and focus. Even a lobby or reception area that 
communicates a disinterested, unwelcoming, clinical personality as opposed to a glad, welcoming and 
personable one. 
 
The Impact 
When the human experience is both the alpha and the omega – the starting priority and the end goal – 
of a space, the interaction between the space and the people within it is able to move beyond the 
merely transactional. A space can be empowered to affect human perceptions and emotions, which in 
turn influences human behavior. Maya Angelou stated, “People will forget what you said, people will 
forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.” Utilizing art as a core 
instrument of design is one of the most impactful solutions to helping people feel amazing. 
 
The Solution 
The idea of putting art on canvas is as ubiquitous as the 
idea of putting art on anything. Often serving as the 
chosen substrate upon which the original work itself was 
created, canvas offers a look and feel that is both 
timeless and elegant, organic and familiar. Thanks to a 
broad range of options, canvas is an incredibly flexible 
and versatile material capable of working beautifully in a 
wide range of styles and environments. 
 
Design Recommendations 
Canvas is the perfect solution for nearly any environment and settings. It creates an immediately 
familiar look and feel that reflects feelings of safety and security. Especially important in unfamiliar but 
highly intimate places like a patient room or an exam room. It can also cover the entire range between 
‘relaxed and informal’ and ‘sophisticated and contemporary’. If one is struggling to select a substrate, 
canvas also works incredibly well as the go-to solution. 
 
However for environments that tend to see more in the 
way of heat and humidity, or where the artwork may come 
into contact with fluids or probing fingers, an alternate 
and more durable substrate like acrylic or aluminum may 
be a better option. Note though that Great American Art 
has developed a method for increasing the strength and 
durability of a canvas piece through the addition of an 
MDF backer. This significantly increases a canvas piece’s 
ability to hold up the rigors of commercial use. 
 

 CANVAS 



 
 

 
Great American Art  

www.greatamericanart.com | 800.314.0434 | info@greatamericanart.com 
 

Canvas pieces also offer a wide range of custom framing solutions which includes float framed and 
gallery-wrapped, as well as framing solutions specifically developed for installations at Behavioral 
Health facilities. 
 
 
Product Specifications 
Great American Art canvas is made using 100% American-
grown cotton coupled with modern manufacturing 
techniques, to create a long-lasting, premium quality fabric 
that looks at home in any setting. Artwork is giclée printed 
using archival-quality inks to ensure that the artwork is 
reproduced with the highest degree of accuracy. The 
canvas is then stretched over a frame crafted out of 
sustainably grown plantation pine.   
 
Custom framing options include a large selection of natural wood options, styles, and finishes.  
 
All ligature-safe framing options for Behavioral Health comply with federal guidelines for artwork 
installations for Behavioral Health. 
 
Note: Specific canvas material specifications will vary depending on imagery (photography vs. fine 
art) and other requirements (e.g. environmental conditions). In most cases ranges are given to indicate 
typical minimum and maximum measurements for the canvas used. Also, the higher the cotton content 
the more delicate the canvas. For environments where vulnerability to environmental factors like heat 
or humidity may be an issue, a polycotton blend with a greater polyester ratio is recommended. 
 
Technical Specifications 

• Weight: 339 – 380 gsm 
• Thickness: 430 – 480 microns.  
• Composition: Polycotton: 35% cotton, 65% polyester (for photographic images), Full cotton: 

100% cotton (for fine art reproductions) 
• Finish: Matte/Natural White 
• Opacity: 100% 
• Features: Acid-free, archival-quality 
• Framing Options: Framed, Gallery Wrapped, Ligature-safe, Float Framed 
• Additional Options: MDF Backer (for canvas pieces 4’ x 8’ or smaller) 
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The Design Challenge 
An interior space well lit by either natural or artificial lighting, potentially high traffic, that competes 
for attention with a variety of distractions – visual, mental, or emotional. Or the durability of the 
artwork is a priority and it needs to be able to withstand constant cleaning, curious fingers and hands, 
or environments that see greater heat and humidity. From a purely aesthetic perspective, an 
organization that wants to communicate a modern and innovative, but still human-centric, personality. 
Something that blends ‘traditional’ with ‘contemporary’.  
 
The Impact 
All artwork can have an impact. But the intensity of that impact is determined by the nature and 
context of the environment the artwork is placed within. The longevity of a piece is another important 
consideration, especially if one is looking to maximize the return on their investment in art. Certain 
substrates like canvas are by nature more delicate and ill-suited for spaces that put the artwork in 
danger of exposure to liquids, heat, or physical interaction. The look-and-feel of canvas also strays 
much more towards ‘traditional’, while a sturdy substrate like aluminum is decisively and 
unapologetically modern and contemporary. 
 
The Solution 
Acrylic offers durability, versatility, and brilliance. Made of 
a synthetic polymer material, acrylic art is able to handle 
both heat and humidity without trouble. Acrylic is also 
resistant to liquids and can stand up to frequent cleanings 
and wipe-downs. Aesthetically, acrylic art possesses 
unique properties that amplify and enhance the interplay 
between light and the artwork. When light enters the 
translucent material it reflects and refracts, enhancing the 
vibrancy and luminescence of colors, while emphasizing 
details and imagery. Ultimately, this produces a clean, 
transitional look of exceptional clarity and style. 
 
Design Recommendations 
Acrylic offers a variety of options, each well suited for specific looks, concepts, and different interior 
spaces. 
 
Thickness 
The thicker the acrylic, the greater the interaction between light and the artwork. ¼” acrylic is a 
fantastic all-purpose solution that balances cost with performance. 3/8” acrylic is however 
recommended for signature pieces installed in prominent spaces like lobbies or entrances, or 
conference rooms. 
 
 
 

ACRYLIC 
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Backing 
For areas that have a great deal of natural light, clear acrylic with no backing and mounted using 
stainless steel standoffs (“pucks”) can create a luminescent ‘back-lit’ look. For areas with less light, 
or for when one wants colors to really ‘pop’, acrylic with white backing is the perfect solution. 
 
Product Specifications 
Acrylic art offers a wide variety of thickness, backing, 
material, and mounting options. Technical specifications 
and requirements are however consistent across all acrylic 
art pieces regardless of selected options. All edges are 
polished by default, and the artwork is typically mounted 
using 4-6 (depending on size) holes/standoffs. All artwork 
is giclée printed. 
 
Thickness and Size Availability 
Acrylic art is available in 1/8”, ¼” and 3/8” thicknesses. 
 
Acrylic art can be ordered in a wide range of sizes from 12” x 12” to a typical maximum of 48” x 96”. 
For larger sizes, contact Great American Art directly to inquire about availability and quotes. 
 
Finish Options 
Acrylic art is available in glossy and matte/non-glare. 
 
Presentation Options 
Acrylic art can be ordered ‘clear’ (no backing), or with white backing. ‘Sandwich’ options are also 
available, which places the selected artwork print between two acrylic panels. Sandwich acrylic 
artwork is changeable, as prints can be easily removed and installed from between the panels. 
 
Corners can be specified as square, or round 1/8”. 
 
Mounting Options 
Acrylic art can be mounted using: 

• 1” brushed stainless steel standoffs (“pucks”) 
• 1” brushed stainless steel locking standoffs 
• Cleated with 1/2” rigid PVC (only available for acrylic with white backing, or “sandwich” 

acrylic) 
 
Behavioral Health Option 
Great American Art offers an acrylic art solution specifically designed to meet the federal guidelines 
and standards for art installations in behavioral health facilities. All acrylic art for Behavioral Health 
features: 

• Shatter-proof Lexan substrate 
• Beveled and rounded frame corners 
• Beveled and rounded frame edges 
• Sits flush with wall 
• Artwork-to-Wall Installation: Counter-sunk tamper-proof screws, 2 top and 2 bottom. 
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• Installed with edges sealed to wall with silicon 
 
Surface Burning Characteristics 
Does not exceed 115 Flame Spread, 550 Smoke Development, when tested in accordance with 
ASTM E-84. Has a Flammability rating of 1.02 in/min (ASTM D-635) and a Self-Ignition 
Temperature of 833 Fo (ASTM D-1929). 
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The Design Challenge 
A tile and marble lined lobby, an open office floor plan with exposed metal ceilings, or an always busy 
waiting room in the Emergency Department of a local hospital all have something in common – noise. 
Sound waves bounce and reflect off of anything and everything in their environment. The larger and 
more open the environment, and the harder the materials in that environment, the more sound will 
reflect. The net result? Not only does the amount of ambient noise significantly increase, but the 
volume of that ambient noise also increases as the sound waves interact and amplify themselves.  
 
The Impact 
Using the open office as our example space, research has been able to quantify the impact high levels 
of ambient noise can have on the people utilizing that space. 
 

• Worker concentration decreased by 48%1 
• Work errors increased by 10%1 
• Employee stress levels increased by 27%1 
• Susceptibility to conversational distractions increased by 51%1 

 
If you want to create a space that reduces stress, anxiety, and distractions, while increasing feelings of 
well-being, focus, and productivity, acoustically treating a room can make a significant impact. 
 
The Solution 
Combining beautiful artwork with acoustic panels offers a number of unique benefits: 
 

• A unified, holistic solution that allows one to 
improve the visual and acoustic aesthetics of a 
space with a single product 

• Thanks to the artwork, acoustic panels can be 
‘hidden in plain sight’, allowing them to be placed 
where they’re most needed 

• Acoustic Tile Art is incredibly versatile and can be 
wall-mounted or hung from a ceiling to best meet 
the visual and acoustic design needs of a space 

• Have a budget for acoustic treatment but not art, 
or an art budget but nothing for acoustic treatment? Acoustic Tile Art is effectively two 
products in one, which makes it easy to maximize the returned value of interior design spend.  

 
Design Recommendations 
Through our experience working with acoustic tile, we’ve learned that size does matter. Because of 
this, we typically recommend fewer larger pieces over a larger number of smaller pieces. Acoustic tile 
art also compliments other installation pieces created using different materials like canvas or acrylic. 
We’ve found combining materials within a single space can significantly increase the impact of an art 
installation. 
 

                                                        
1 Source: https://www.speechprivacysystems.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/Productivity.pdf 

ACOUSTIC TILE 
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Product Specifications 
Great American Art utilizes a commercial-grade acoustic 
material made with ECOSE® Technology. This allows GAA 
to offer a 100% American-made product that features 
excellent sound absorption characteristics, that was 
manufactured using rapidly renewable bio-based 
materials rather than non-renewable petroleum-based 
chemicals. The acoustic material contains no phenol, 
formaldehyde, acrylics, or artificial colors. Artwork is giclée 
printed and bound to the acoustic tile using methods 
specifically designed to minimize long-term stretching and 
wear. 
 
Thickness and Size Availability 
Acoustic tile art is available in 1” standard, or 2” with an additional upcharge. 
 
Acoustic tile art can be ordered in a wide range of sizes from 12” x 12” to a recommended maximum of 
48” x 72”. 
 
Specification Compliance 

• ASTM C 612; Type IA and Type IB 
• GREENGUARD Children & Schools Certified 
• California Title 24 
• HH-I-558C; Form A, Class 1 and Class 2 
• NFPA 90A and 90B 

 
Surface Burning Characteristics (UL Classified) 
Does not exceed 25 Flame Spread, 50 Smoke Development, when tested in accordance with 
ASTM E 84, NFPA 90A and 90B, NFPA 255, and UL 723 
 
Temperature Range (ASTM C 411) 

• Operating temperatures from 0oF to 450oF 
 
Corrosiveness (ASTM C 665) 

• Does not accelerate corrosion on steel, copper, or aluminum 
 
Mold Growth (ASTM C 1338) 

• Does not promote growth 
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Sound Absorption Coefficients 
A rating of 1.0 means 100% of that particular frequency is absorbed by the acoustic tile. A rating of 
0.5 means 50% of that particular frequency is absorbed. Ratings >1.0 are the result of the surface of 
the panel being greater than the square footage of the material, but indicates performance 
identical to a rating of 1.0. 

Thickness Octave Band Center Frequency (Hz) 
125 250 500 1000 2000 4000 NRC 

1” .08 .23 .62 .88 .96 .99 .65 
2” .29 .65 1.11 1.13 1.06 1.03 1.00 
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The Design Challenge 
Windows that look out on a rooftop filled with HVAC equipment. Interior transparent walls or partitions 
that protect audible privacy, but not visual. Or an exam or treatment room where the patient stares up 
at a drop-ceiling and interior lighting.  
 
The Impact 
An experiential vacuum. A series of lost opportunities to create truly amazing human experiences. 

Unsightly exterior views that detract from the care and thought put into the design of interior spaces. 
Wasted moments that could have been used to distract from stress or pain. Office spaces that do little 
in the way of providing visual isolation and privacy, or provide little to no reduction in visual 
environmental distractions. 
 
The Solutions 
Films are economical and versatile solutions that can 
easily solve for a wide range of interior design, aesthetic, 
and work environment challenges.  
 
Window films adhere directly to interior glass or exterior 
windows. Perfect for masking unsightly exterior views 
while creating engaging visual experiences as the 
artwork is illuminated by posterior light.  
 
In addition to helping control glare and light intensity, 
window films also make effective visual privacy screens that are easy to install and offer a more 
attractive and effective alternative to other window privacy solutions. 
 
Ceiling films are similar to window films, but designed to be installed over interior ceiling lighting. 
 
 
Design Recommendations 
Window Films 
There are two types of window film, ‘clear’ and 
‘translucent’.  
 
Clear window films have no opaque backing, which allows 
for the greatest illumination with the least background 
obfuscation. Clear films are perfect for when one wants to 
incorporate outside natural scenery with the selected 
artwork, or, when one wants to maximize the amount of 
light allowed through the film.  
 

 FILMS  
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Translucent films have an opaque background which allows for good illumination, while offering 
greater background masking and obfuscation.  
 
Ceiling Films 
Ceiling films are wonderful for creating natural looking scenes. 
Consider images of clouds, the sky, or tree canopies. 
 
Product Specifications 
All films and wallcoverings are printed at high-resolution to assure crisp 
and detailed images.  
 
Window Films 

• Finish Options:  
o Transparent gloss or matte 
o Translucent gloss, semi-gloss, or matte 
o Perforated translucent gloss with black backing 
o Opaque luster 

• Temp Resistance: -40Fo to +176Fo 
• Fire Performance:  

o Most finishes: Adhered to steel, self-extinguishing (ASTM E-84 07 Class “A”) 
o Opaque luster: Flame Spread: 5, Smoke Development: 5 (ASTM E-84) 

• Resistances: At room temperature, resistant to most mineral oils and fats, fuels, aliphatic 
solvents, mild acids, salts and alkali 

 
Ceiling Films 

• Finish: Translucent light-diffusing with gloss finish 
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The Design Challenge 
Long featureless hallways or corridors that offer nothing in the way of visual engagement, or 
wayfinding and location orientation. Large, prominent sections of blank wall that reflect a sterile, 
institutional feel. A lobby, hallways, cafeteria, or stairwell that do nothing to communicate and amplify 
your company values, your brand identity, or share messages of inspiration and energy.  
 
The Impact 
An experiential vacuum. A series of lost opportunities to create truly amazing human experiences. 
Wasted moments that could have been used to distract from stress or pain, or to help nurture focus 
and motivation. Disoriented visitors whose anxiety is amplified with no clear sense of where they are, 
or where to go. Or a grumpy CMO who discovers the company brand could have been promoted and 
reinforced throughout the company’s facilities.    
 
The Solutions 
Wallcovers and Wall Panels are economical and versatile 
solutions that can easily solve for a wide range of interior 
design, aesthetic, and marketing challenges.  
 
Wallcoverings, typically premium wallpaper, custom cut 
vinyl or back-printed wall panels, immediately transform 
entire walls into pieces of art. Walls can also become 
canvases on which to promote brand identity through 
custom graphics, logos, or messaging.  
 
Imagery can also be used to aid in wayfinding and clear location identification. 
 
Design Recommendations 
Wallcovering 
Wallpaper is excellent for creating stunning murals in entryways or lobbies, or for enhancing stairwells. 
Vinyl can be cut into any shape imaginable from custom graphics and designs, to logos and text. 
 
Wall Panel w/ Protection 
Wall Panel w/ Protection is an innovative solution that 
provides the high-impact durability and longevity of PETG, 
with the clear, crisp imagery of high-resolution digital 
printing. Imagery is back-printed on a second surface 
transparent .040 PETG sheet, before a polyester backer is 
applied. Perfect for high-traffic areas, transitional spaces, 
and pediatric/children’s spaces that hosts curious little 
hands. 
 
 

WALLCOVERING 
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Product Specifications 
All films and wallcoverings are printed at high-resolution to assure crisp and detailed images.  
Wallpaper 

• Finish: Poly-cotton woven commercial grade 
digital wallcovering in semi-gloss or matte  

• Fire Performance: Flame Spread: 10, Smoke 
Development: 5 (ASTM E-84) 

• Fungal & Bacterial Resistance: Rating: 0, No 
Growth (ASTM G-21). Tested and proven to resist 
and prohibit the growth of mildew and bacteria, 
including mold, fungi, pink stain, black fungal stain, 
Aspergillus Niger (ATCC 9642), Penicillium 
Funiculosum (ATCC 9644), Chaetomium Globosum 
(ATCC 6205), Aureobasidium Pollulans (ATCC 9348), and Trichoderma Sp. (ATCC 9645) 

 
Wall Panel 

• Finish: Matte 
• Fire Performance: Flame Spread: 10, Smoke Development: 450 (ASTM E-84) 
• Fungal & Bacterial Resistance: Rating: 0, No Growth (ASTM G-21 and ASTM G-22) 
• Abrasion Resistant: Shows resistance to abrasion (ASTM G-4060) 
• Impact Resistant: Resists impacts of 66.13 ft-lbs while producing an indention of less than 

3/8” (ASTM F 476-84, Impact Test) 
• Chemical and Stain Resistant: Shows resistance to staining agents (ASTM D-543) 
• Graffiti Resistant: Shows resistance to staining agents (ASTM D-6578) 
• GREENGUARD Certified 

 
 
 

 


