
BLEED AREA = .125” ON EACH SIDE
LIVE TEXT AREA MUST REMAIN .25” FROM EDGE OF CARD
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Postal Specifications for a
5.5” x 4.25” Standard Postcard

A The postcard TRIM size is 5.5” wide by 4.25” tall.  If you would like the background color and/or image(s) to extend 
to the edge of the card, then an extra .125” should be added to each side of the card, outside of the trim.  (This is called 
“bleed” and is indicated with the blue dotted line.)  All non-bleeding imagery or text should remain at least .25” inside 
the trim size so it doesn’t get cut off.  (See the red dotted line.)

B The Postal indicia or stamp can be added by Unique Litho.

For an indicia, we need an area at least 1.125” x 1.25” that has no live text near it.  However, it can have imagery -- we 
will just print the indicia in a box over top of the image.  An indicia does not have to go in the upper-right corner; it just 
needs to be above  and to the right of the address block.

For a postcard mailing with a stamp, there must be a 1.125” x 1.25” white box that the stamp can go into.  Stamps 
cannot be placed over any image, and must be in the upper-right corner of the mailing side of the postcard.

C The addressing area needs to be 3.25” wide and at least 1.5” tall.  It must be .5” away from the right trimmed edge 
of the card, and it must be .625” from the bottom of the card.  The maximum height of the addressing area is 4” above 
the bottom of the card.

When you finalize your artwork, please export or print a high-resolution PDF file.  You should always select “High 
Quality Print” or “Press Quality” when exporting your PDF.  (Do a Google search if you’re unsure how to do so with the 
software you’re using.)  Also, always select the page size to match your document size (including the bleed).  In this 
case, your document size would be 5.75” x 4.5” (trim + bleed); or 5.5” x 4.25” if the document does not have bleed.

(Diagram shown is proportionate but not at actual size.)


