
30 Years of Milestones

Dr. Jack Kolff started 
the first heart 
transplant program 
in the Delaware 
Valley at Temple 
University Hospital 
in Philadelphia. He 
had an innovative 
program, but patients 
were being denied 
transplants because 
they could not 
afford the uninsured 
procedure.

1983 • Dr. Kolff 
and his wife, Patricia, 
created the National 
Heart Assist and 
Transplant Fund 
(NHATF) to help 
end-stage heart 
disease patients raise 
money for transplants 
through community-
based fundraising.  
Pat Kolff took on 
the role of executive 
director.

1985 • Pat Kolff 
appeared before the 
PA Senate Public 
Health & Welfare 
Committee to appeal 
for more insurance 
coverage for 
transplant candidates.

1989 • Progress in 
transplantation led 
the NHATF to begin 
assisting heart-lung 

and lung transplant 
candidates.

1993 • NHATF 
became a member of 
the United Network 
for Organ Sharing 
(UNOS).  Annual 
revenue from grass-
roots fundraising in 
100 communities 
reached $1 million.

1995 •  NHATF  
began serving all solid 
organ, marrow and 
stem cell transplant 
candidates and 
changed its name to 
National Transplant 
Assistance Fund 
(NTAF).

1996 • NTAF 
began awarding 
$1,000 challenge 
grants to campaigns 
in recognition 
of fundraising 
progress.  A website 
was launched at 
transplantfund.org.

2000 • After a local 
student sustained a 
severe spinal cord 
injury, the community 
looked to NTAF for 
help.  NTAF began 
helping those living 
with spinal cord 
injury, traumatic brain 
injury or amputation 

through a special 
Catastrophic Injury 
Program.

2003 • NTAF was 
awarded a 4-star 
rating from Charity 
Navigator, America’s 
largest independent 
charity evaluator. 
After 20 years, 
Pat Kolff retired, 
welcoming the 
current executive 
director Lynne 
Coughlin Samson, 
who brought to the 
position first-hand 
experience in dealing 
with financial hurdles 
to health care—
her stepdaughter 
had been the 
organization’s first 
catastrophic injury 
client.

2004 • NTAF 
expanded its website 
to include individual 
web pages for patient 
campaigns.

2006 • NTAF 
launched an 
Emergency Grant 
Program to provide 
one-time assistance to 
patients living closest 
to the edge for whom 
fundraising was not an 
option.

2008 • The Main 
Line Chamber of 
Commerce named 
NTAF ‘Nonprofit 
of the Year’.  NTAF 
won an Inglis Award 
for Continuing 
Excellence (ACE) for 
its Catastrophic Injury 
Program.

2010 • NTAF 
celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of its 
Catastrophic Injury 
Program. Noting the  
growth of the 
program, the 
organization began 
a rebranding effort 
to find a name that 
would encompass all 
of the patients and 
families served.  NTAF 
was named ‘Nonprofit 
of the Year’ by the 
National Kidney 
Registry.

2011 • NTAF 
changed its name to 
HelpHOPELive to 
reflect what people 

do each time they 
give to, volunteer for,  
support or 
recommend the 
organization. 

2012 • 
HelpHOPELive moved 
to a new office to 
accommodate its 
growing staff.

HelpHOPELive earned 
its second ACE from 
Inglis.

HelpHOPELive 
gave out a record 
335 challenge 
grants ($258,500) to 
patient campaigns 
in recognition of 
fundraising progress. 

Funds raised for 
catastrophic injury 
topped the amount 
raised for transplant 
for the first time in the 
organization’s history.

January 2013 marked 
30 years of service.


