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Stolen Vehicle Wrecked
in Dorchester

Officer David Carter was
sent to a Harleyville address
regarding a wrecked vehicle.
According to the report, dis-
patch said that Harleyville
Police and EMS First
Responders had already
cleared the vehicle and
Highway Patrol wanted the
exact location of the vehicle.
Upon arrival, Highway Patrol
was on scene and had located
the vehicle. Dispatch then
notified the officer that the
owner of the vehicle had just
called to report the vehicle
stolen. The vehicle was a
Dodge Caravan valued at
about $5000. According to
the report, the complainant
said that her fiancé had
returned home the night
before with the vehicle, and
left the keys in the ignition.
The complainant came alone
to the scene of the accident to
get some of her belongings
and reiterated that the vehicle
had been stolen. According to
the report, Officer Carter and
Highway Patrol Trooper
Roberts went to the home and

spoke with the woman's
fiancé to see if he had any
more information on the
stolen vehicle. He did not, the
report said. The man and
woman have no suspects in
mind. The complainant
signed a victims form and
would like to prosecute. The
officer took photos of the
scene and the vehicle.

Car Stolen From
St. George Home

Deputy Craig Pryor was
sent to a St. George home
regarding a motor vehicle
theft. The complainant said
that someone stole her son's
Kia Optima, valued at
$8,900, from their yard. The
complainant told the officer
that the keys were left in the
vehicle at the time of the inci-
dent. According to the report,
the officer had dispatch put
out a BOLO on the vehicle,
which was entered into
NCIC. The complainant said
she did wish to prosecute.
The officers checked the
immediate area, but were not
able to locate the victim's
vehicle.

Brass Knuckles Shatter
Car Window

Officer Nicola Graziani
responded to Hwy. 61 in
Ridgeville regarding damage
to property. The officer spoke
with the victim, a 52 year old
woman, who said that her
son had been driving the car
and while he was out, a man
that he didn't know became
verbally aggressive towards
her son,   See CRIME Page 4

Center for
Heirs' Property
to Conduct
Workshop in
Ridgeville 
by Eagle-Record Staff

The Center for Heirs'
Property Preservation and
USDA- SC Natural
Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) will sponsor
an educational workshop on
Thursday, February 28th in
the Ridgeville Town Hall
(105 School Street in
Ridgeville) from 6-8:00 p.m.
The workshop, which is free,
is open to the public and will
offer information on preserv-
ing heir's property and NRCS
programs that benefit local
farmers and landowners. 

Experts will conduct an in-
depth discussion on land own-
ership issues, including heirs'
property, on best sustainable
farming practices, improving
produce markets, creating
conservation easements, farm
financing, and maximizing
agricultural output.

"Everyone is welcome,
and refreshments will be pro-
vided," organizers say. "Learn
how to protect your land and
take advantage of the NRCS
services, programs and prac-
tices to help you start a suc-
cessful agricultural or timber-
ing enterprise on your land or
to improve on what you are

already doing."
To reserve a spot, call

Jackie Wilson at the Center at:
(843) 745-7055 or toll free: 1-
866-657-2676.  

This workshop is the result
of a cooperative outreach
agreement between the Center
for Heirs' Property
Preservation and SC USDA-
NRCS. The Center for Heirs'
Property Preservation pro-
tects heirs' property and pro-
motes its sustainable use to
provide increased economic
benefit to low wealth family
owners through education and
legal services.  For more, go
to: www.heirsproperty.org.
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Deaths:
GREEN, Charles
Delbert Jr., 65, of
Reevesville

LARY, Jessie Mae,
83, of Dorchester

McALHANY, Adolph
Sublett, 87,
of Branchville

LEDFORD, Roy
Bransford, 91,
of St. George

WASHINGTON,
Jessie Mae, 92,
of Dorchester

WESTBURY,
Thomas Noah, Sr.,
78, of Bowman

WYLIE, Marvin, Jr.
65, of St. George

Obits Pages

11 & 12

BILTON CHEVROLET • GMC TRUCKS
Jim Bilton Blvd. • St. George, SC • 843-563-9752

Visit our Website www.biltonchevrolet.com

2007 SATURN VUE
Only 65K miles!

$16500 month* WAC
Based on selling prices of $10,500.00, $1500 down.

60 mos @ 3.90 APR. Tax & Tags not included.
Must have qualifying credit.

2000 CADILLAC DeVILLE
Local Trade! Low miles!

$5,49500
MUST SEE!

‘04 LINCOLN TOWN CAR
Signature Series!

$5,49500
LOOKS and RUNS LIKE NEW!

1999 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER
Clean and Ready to Go!

$5,99500
NEW TIRES!

• Remember, at Bilton’s you Pay No Closing or Doc Fees! •

SGPD  Nearly 50%  of
Overall Budget
St. George Passes First
Reading of Budget at
$1.3 Million
by Eagle-Record Staff

St. George Town
Council gave unanimous
approval on its first reading
Monday night in moving
forward with a balanced
town budget for 2012-2013.
Operating expenses are tar-
geted to come in at just
under $1.3 million, about
$230k under last year due to
the town's fire department
expense being moved over
to Dorchester County, along
with the 15 mils in property
tax assessment, which will
balance the revenue short-
fall with the expense sav-
ings.

The largest expense in
the proposed budget is the
police department, with
salaries for police officers
projected at $320,000 and
gasoline and oil costs at
$45,000. The police depart-
ment's entire projected
budget for 2012-2013 is  $620,000. 

In term of the revenue, about $202,000 will
be collected in fines and garbage fees, with an
additional $460,000 coming to the town
through businesses licenses. The town also
expects to collect  another $460,000 in taxes. 

The annual Grits Festival is slated to bring
the town $2,000, according to the budget. 

The town must have a balanced budget
adopted and in place by April 1st, according to
Mayor Johnston. See BUDGET Page 4

Mayor
Anne Johnston

Chief
Anthony Britt

Town of Ridgeville Supports Red Cross
Heroes for Fire Victims Campaign

Red Cross Board Member, Ann Baughman, presented a plaque of appreciation to
Ridgeville Mayor James Williams at their February 12 town council meeting for the
town's support of the Red Cross Heroes for Fire Victims Campaign. Pictured left to right
are Ridgeville Town Council members, Joseph Peal, Ann Baughman, Elaine Doctor (with
hat), Clarence Hughes, Mayor James Williams, Lorraine Grant. Photo provided.

Harleyville PD Steps Up Vigilance
by Millie Chaplin

The Harleyville Town Council adopted a resolution Tuesday
February 12 commemorating the 100th birthday of Mrs. Iva
Knight.    Miss Iva is a lifetime resident of Harleyville, was active
in her church, First Baptist of Harleyville and participated in
many community service activities. The resolution was read by
Mayor Pro-Tem, Haskell Parler, in the absence of Mayor
Ackerman.  It was passed unanimously by the council.  All
attending the meeting had kind comments about Iva and those
who graced her birthday celebration in Santee on Sunday com-
mented about the success of the party.

In other town business,  Parler reported on the condition of
Town Maintenance Supervisor, Tommy Weeks who had a heart
attack last Friday.  He is home and doing well. Former Chief,
Neal Dye, is reported to be a little under the weather.  Parler asked
that we keep him in our thoughts.  The council expressed their
condolences to Councilman Kenneth Weatherspoon on the loss of
his sister in Virginia.  He thanked the council for their expressions
of sympathy and concern.

Chief Al Lapolla reported that the patrolling officers have
stepped up their vigilance for traffic violations due to the increase
in traffic accidents in town.  He cautioned about obeying the
speed limits and other traffic laws within the Harleyville town
limits, adding that 42 warning tickets have been issued in the past
month.

On a more positive  note, Chief Lapolla introduced the new
Assistant Chief, Lt. Beverly Boyd.  Lt Boyd has been on the force
as a part time officer.  She will now be assuming full time duties.
The council expressed appreciation for... See H’VILLE Page 4
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