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GENERAL NOTES 

Our beginning!:!_ 

The idea of a Henty Society had been cropping up in casual conversations between 
collectors and booksellers for years before Roy Henty took the initiative, towards 
the end of 1976, by approaching a small group of enthusiasts ~d eventually per
suading them to form a committee. Since then a great deal of correspondence and 
planning has taken place, and although little publicity has so far been possible. 
we already have a membership of fifty, of which about a third live outside the 
United Kingdom. 

The self-appointed founding committee consists of Roy Henty, Hon.Secretary; The 
Rev. Basil Brown, Hon.Treasurer; W.O.;G. Lofts, who is the Society's research 
specialist; and Peter Newbolt, who edits the Bulletin. Later· in this issue will 
be found some brief notes about the committee members. 

·One of the first steps taken by the Committee was to approach a distinguished 
Henty ~ollector, the Marquess of Bath, to ask if he would consent to become the 
President of the Society. This he very kindly consented to do, and we. feel sure 
all members will endorse the letter of thanks written to Lord Bath by the Hon. · 
Secretary•. 

Our aims 

The aims of the Society will have been read by members: they are incorporated in 
the broadsheet sent out with membership application forms. We repeat them here, 
however, for those who may wish to have a record of them in a· slightly less 
ephemeral form: 

1. To welcome as a member anyone in the world who is interested in G.A. Henty or 
in his work, either privately or professionally. 

2. To make available within the Society a list of members, with an indication of 
their special interests, so that members wishing to do so may get in touch with. 
each other. 

3. To disseminate information, new discoveries, views and opinions, relating to 
G. A. Henty and ·his work, by means of a quarterly Bulletin to be posted to all 
members. 

4. To encourage members to contribute articles and correspondence to the ·Bulletin, 
giving any information which may be of interest to other members, or raising queries. 

5. Not to allow the Bulletin to be used as a medium for the sale, purchase, or 
exchange· of books or other items. While it is expected that this will disappoint 
some, it is nevertheless felt that it would degrade the Bulletin to become known 
as a kind of Henty Exchange and Mart. There would, however, be nothing to prevent 
booksellers or others in the Society from contacting members direct (see 2 above). 

6. To compile 1 with the assistance of members, a new bibliography of.Henty's 
work. A main aim would be to avoid the numerous small inaccuracies and errors of 
previous bibliographies, and this would be a long-term project. Ultimately it 
might be practicable to consider publication in book form. 
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7. Occasiona]Jy to make documents available to members, at low prices to be 
notified in the Bulletin. They would include the recently compiled Henty family 
tree, and possibly xerox copies of rare articles or short stories (e.g. Henty's 
'
1The Spy of Belfort" in the issue dated 15 November, 1883, of the magazine Grip, 

see Dartt, G.A. Henty, A Bibliography, page 69). 
8. To charge a membership fee annually. (For the first year the Committee fixed 
this at £2.00 for members living in the U.K. postal area, and £3.00 for those 
living elsewhere). The fee will include the cost and postage of four quarterly 
Bulletins. 

Society membership 

The Committee wishes to announce that the.e~fective starting date of membership 
for those who have already sent their first yearly fee will be 1 September 1977, 
the month in which this first issue of the Bulletin is dispatched. For those 
joining later, the effective date will always be the first day of the next month 
in which an issue of the quarterly Bulletin is due to be dispatched,. following the 
date of receipt of their membership fee. The fee automatically entitles a member 
to the four issues of the Bulletin following _the date of admission to the Society. 
Back numbers. of the Bulletin, if available, may be supplied on application to the 
Hon.Secretary at 50p. per copy, post free. 

List of members 

This is being prepared, and will include the .names and addresses of all home and 
overseas members, with notes they have supplied about themselves and their particu
lar interests. It is intended that copies of the list shall be available to send 
out with Bulletin No.2 to those members .who order them - by which time it is hoped 
it will contain more names than it does at present! Members will understand that 
even duplicated lists of this sort are not cheap to produce these days, and the 
price will regrettably have to be 50p per copy ($2.00 for members in U.S.A.). 
Details of new members will be notified from time to time in supplementary lists. 

Society finances 

1. The annual subscription rates were provisionally fixed by the Committee before 
the extent of membership could possibly be known. At present it seems probable 
that they may have to be increased next year in order to cover the cost of printing 
and distributing the Bulletin. 

2. The Hon.Treasurer 1s Accounts of annual receipts and expenditure, and the usual 
statement of bank balance, etc., will of course be published each year in the 
Bulletin. 

3. As the Society is at present running very much ."on a shoe string", the Han. 
Secret.ary makes an appeal that all members who write to him and wish for a reply 
should very kindly enclose a stamped envelope or an international reply coupon. 

Posters 

A small poster advertising the Society has been printed and is available for 
display in bookshops and on institutional or society notice boards, etc. A copy 
is sent to each member with this issue of the Bulletin, and .it is hoped that as 
many of these as possible will find their way into effective positions in local 
bookshops, or other suitable places! If members. can persuade more than one book~ 
seller to display a poster, additional copies will be sent on'application to the 
Hon.Secretary. 

Notes on Committee members 

Roy Hentl, Hon.Secretary: Retired manufacturer's agent: is married with ~son and -
daughter and three grand children. Currently running a small wholesale electrical 
business. Is himself a Sussex Henty but not closely related to G.A. Henty. 
Started collecting Henty's books in April, 1976, and was intrigued by a reference 
in G. Manville Fenn 's biography to Hen ty 1 s ''well-known Sussex family". Upon 
inquiring amongst other collectors and students of Henty, could not discover any 
relationship to any Sussex family, so joined forces with W.O.G. Lofts in researching 
G.A.H. and his descendants. Eventually it was proved that G.A.H. was indeed 
related to the Ferring (Sussex) Hentys, who were in their day landowners, bankers 
and brewers, and whose exploits included pioneering Victoria, Australia. 

" 1 
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The Rev. Basil Brown, Hon.Treasurer: B.A.(Hons) French, Reading University. \var 
service with Field Security Wing (Intelligence Corps), mostly in Beirut. Was ordained 
in 1947, and has had parishes in Scarborough and York. For the past eleven years has 
been Rector of Camborne, Cornwall. Learned from an uncle and from his father to 
appreciate books at a very tender age, and soon developed a natural taste for them. 
While training for the ministry the bibliophilia in his blood asserted itself so that 
the years following ordination brought an increasing flair for finding rare, anti
quarian theological books. Started collecting Henty after realising that his father's 
old Sunday School Prizes were actually first editions. His collection of Henty and 
Hentyana is now one of the finest in the world. 

Peter Newbolt, editor of the Bulletin: Owned a small printing press at the age of 
15 when at school at Winchester, and has ever since been involved in printing or 
publishing books, even during part of his war service 1 which interrupted his time at 
New College, Oxford, and culminated in two years as a Staff Captain with the main HQ 
of 21 Army Group. Later he was production manager of a well-known London book
publishing house, then deputy editor of a national magazine, and for eieven years 
design and typographical adviser to a large printing corporation. Has run his own 
business since 1969, is a member of the Institute of Journalists, Associate of the 
Royal Photographic Society, Fellow of the Royal SoCiety of Arts. Lives at Cley in 
Norfolk, is married and has three sons and a daughter. Has collected Henty for about 
twenty years. 

W.O.G~ Lofts, Research specialist: Lealie Charteris described him as "a researcher 
of instinctive genius and infinite persistence, with a passion for meticulous detail 
that is almost frightening", and so it was after many years as a carburettor engineer 
that he decided his true vocation lay in detective work and literary research. 
"Actually you can say I 1m an undercover man, and I never talk of my own real occupa
tion". Over the years he has solved hundreds of mysteries, as well as discovering a 
number of lost stories by famous authors, including one by Winston Churchillwhich 
was later published. He has successfully traced missing people, some not heard of 
for over forty years, one found living in central Africa. A prolific writer on 
popular fiction and juvenilia, and haa published· much biographical 'and biblio
graphical material. He is President of the Cambridge Old Boys' Book Club, and lives 
not far from Sherlock Holmes's Baker Street home. 

Publicity 

The Committee wishes to thank most sincereiy, ori behalf of the Society, the Editors 
of the following journals and publications who have printed or undertaken to print 
editorial not.es a:t)out the formation of the Henty Society. There is no doubt that 
these notices have'helped to increase tha membership of the Society, and the 
·Committee is most grateful •. 'l.'he publications concerned are: The Antiquarian Book 
Monthly Review, The Book Collector, The Clique,' The Dime Novel Round-Up. 

"Sales and Wants" advertisements 

It has been reported from various quarters that No.5 of the Society's Aims (listed 
earlier in this Bulletin) has met with some disapprobation. At a recent Committee 
meeting the subject was therefore reconsidered, and it was suggested that a separate 
sheet might be distributed to members with each issue of the Bulletin, containi.l},g 
11Sales and Wants" advertisements. It would thus be possible to meet the wishes of 
those who wish to use the Society's mailings for their advertising, but without 
using the Bulletin itself for the purpose. To cover the cost of such leaflets it 
would be necessary to make a charge to advertisers of approximately 2p. per word. 

The Committee felt that all members should be invited to express an opinion about 
this proposal, and a decision should be made, based on the views expressed, in time 
for an announcement in Bulletin No.2. Should it be decided to go ahead with ·the 
advertising leaflets it would then be possible for the first one to be sent out with 
oopies of Bulletin No. 3 in March 1978. 
The Committee now asks, therefore, that any dissenting members should let the Hon!
Secretary know in writing, as soon as possible, of their opposition to this proposal. 
Members who do not state an objection will be taken to have expressed approval: 

Articles and letters 

This first issue of the Bulletin is necessarily concerned largely with administrative 
and other rather basic matterso However, for future issues, the Editor very much 
hopes that as many members as possible will co-operate in making it a lively and 
useful document by sending articles (maximum ~st at present be about 3000 words) or 
notes (even of the shortest kind) about anytbing they think would be of interest to 
the Society. 
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Letters, ~~ng or seeking information, expressing views or op~1ons, or making 
suggestions, are also particularly welcome for the correspondence column, which it 
is hoped will become a regular feature. 

DraWings or photographs (Black and white only) for reproduction as illustrations 
vdll also be received with gratitude. While we cannot accept responsibility for the 
safety of material sent, members are assured that it will be treated with the utmost 
care, and securely wrapped and returned when finished with. 

Please send anything to the Editor of the Bulletin, care of Roy Henty at the address 
given at the head qf this issue, and please do not forget to enclose appropriate 
stamps or an international reply coupon for the return of your manuscripts or other 
originals. 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

Standard works about Henty 

The Society has already received requests from several members for information 
about bibliographies and other works relating to G.A. Henty. The following list 
includes the more important items: 

G. Manville Fenn, George Alfred Henty, The Story of an Active Life, Blackie & 
Son Limited, London, 1907. 

Stanley A. Pachon, "George Alfred Henty11 , in Dime Novel Round-Up,. Vol.l6, No.l95, 
December 1948, pp.97-101. (Notes on Henty's life and works, continued in:) 

Stanley A. Pachon, ~'The Works of George Alfred Henty", in Dime Novel Round-Up, 
Vol.l7, No.l96, January 1949, pp.l-7 {This contains the first published list 
of Henty's works. It does not pretend to be complete, and gives no descriptions 
of the publications. It does, unusually, include the names of the heroes of 
the full-length stories). 

R.s. Kennedy & B.J. Farmer, Bibliography of G.A. Henty & Hentyana, published by 
B.J. Farmer, London, n.d. 

Eric Quayle, The Collector's Book of Children's Books, Studio Vista, London, 1971. 
Captain R.L. Dartt, G.A. Henty, A Bibliography, Dar-Web, Inc., New Jersey, and 

John Sharratt & Son Limited, Altrincham, 1971. 
Captain R.L. Dartt, A Companion to G.A. Henty, A Bibliography, published by the 

author, Cedar' Grove, New Jersey, 1972. 
Eric Quayle, The COllector's Book·of Boys' Stories, Studio Vista, London, 1973. 
John Cargill Thompson, The· Boys' Dumas·. G.A. Henty: aspects of Victorian 

Publishing, Carcanet Press Limited, Cheadle, Cheshire, 1975. 
William Allan-, "G.A. Henty", in The Cornhill Magazine, No.l082, Winter 1974-75, 

pp.?l-lOOo. 

Unfortunately most of these publications are now out of print, but booksellers can 
order copies of Dartt's Bibliography from Sharratt ·{not the Companion, which· is at 
present unobtainable); Cargill Thompson's The Boys 1 Dumas is still available from 
Carcanet Press.· In case of difficulty in obtaining Dartt's Bibliography members 
are advised to inform the Hon.Secretary who may be able to name a bookseller holding 
stodks; s.a.e. please for reply. 

Recent pttblicatiens 

An article by W.O.G. Lofts, ''The Biographical Hysterias of George Alfred Henty", 
appeared in the Dime Novel Round-Up, Vol.46, No.2, April 1977. This periodical is 
published six times a year from 821 Vermont Street, Lawrence, Kansas 66o44, U.S.A. 
Mr. Lofts has been for some time working with Roy Henty on establishing a Henty · 
family tree and G.A. Hentyts· relationship with-the Australian Hentys, and has been 
researching the mystery of Henty's place of birth. His article gives hitherto 
unpublished information about Henty's life. 

The main article in the Narch 1977 issue of the Antiquarian Book Monthly Review 
was devoted to "G.A. Henty: some notes on the Blackie first editions", by-Peter 
Newbolt. It is illustrated with photographs and gives information supplementarY 
to that published by Dartt and other writers. A subsequent postscript and additional 
notes, also illustrated, appeared in the letters column of the June 1977 issue of 
the same periodical, which is published from 30 Cornmarket Street, Oxford. A second 
long article by Peter Newbolt, 11G.A. Henty: the earlier books for boys, 1871-188511

1 

dealing with the books published by Griffith & Farran, Sampson Low, and Routledge, 
is at px•esent scheduled to appear in the October 1977 issue of the Anti~aria::_ 
Book ~~nthly Review., 
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Books in preparation 

News has reached us of hm books about G.A. Henty 1 now in preparation. The first 
o~ these is a full-length biography by William Allan, Editor of The Connoisseur, 
whicli'~is currently scheduled for publication in 1978 by Allen Lane. William 
Allan's long biographical article, "G.A. Henty11

1 mentioned in the list above, was 
in the penultimate issue of the sadly missed Cornhill magazine 1 and we hear that 
he has much new material for his book. 

The other work is by Guy Arnold, and will be a study of Henty as a writer for boys. 
~~. Arnold is at present engaged on research for the book, which is to be published 
by Hamish Hamilton. It is hoped to give more information about this in our next 
issue. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

From K.W.G. Catran, Flat 2, 70 Balmoral Road, Mount Eden, Auckland, New Zealand. 

Dear Sir, A friend in England sent a copy of the note in A.B.M.R. entitled ''Henty 
Revelations" to me, knowing my interest in the subject, and this letter is to 
establish communication and find out more about your proposed society for other 
New Zealand collectors. 

I am a scriptwriter by profession, and number Evelyn Everett-Green, the girls' 
author, among my ancestors. Acquisition of some of her titles began·my interest, 
leading to boys' fiction and - inevitably - to the doyen of them all. 

I have most of his boys' books in one form or another but, as yet, only a dozen 
first edi tiona. However I thoroughly enjoy reading them, and hope to make his book 
Maori and Settler subject of a documentary soon, about early works of fiction on 
New Zealand • 

His books were very widespread in New Zealand, and ·-good copies are not hard to find, 
if one has patience arid casts the net wide. They still surface at Church. Sales and 
the like, and I recently picked up an excellent copy of The Dragon and the Raven, 
the first edition. There are not many Henty collectors in New Zealand, a dozen or 
so at the most 1 and both he and other authors of the period have generally ·been 
offered for reasonable prices in the bookshops, but now· the dealers seem to be · 
catching on, and popular editions ·are going for between four and six dollars 
(approx. three pounds) and first editions for as much.as twenty dollars (approx. 
ten pounds). 

I consider Henty to be one of the best authors of this period, as he remains 
essentially readable and interesting, and his style is not "dated" as some of his 
contemporaries seem to be. 

Yours sincerely, K.W.G. Catran. 

From J.E. Vaugl1an 1 Tutor Librarian, School of Education Library, University of 
Liverpool 

Dear Sir, Thank you for your note and the details of this society. We have a 
collection of pre-1914 books for ·children. and this includes 103 titles by G.A. Henty, 
and such related items as The Captain. We do add texts (but not special editions) 
from time to time as they become available and as financial circumstances permit. 
If you, or any of your members, are ever in this area, I should be very happy to 
show our collection, but it would be helpful if they came by appointment as the room 
which houses the collection is used for teaching purposes. Until Christmas we have 
a small exhibition called ''Books for the boys: George Manville Fenn, 1831-1:90911

1 and 
your members might be interested in this too. 

Yours sincerely, J.E. Vaughan, Tutor Librarian. Z7 July ·1977 
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ORIGINAL ARTICLES AND PAPERS 

G. A. HENTY AND THE COALMINES 

by T.A. Morrison 

(Mr. MOrrison is a graduate of Cambridge University and the Camborne School of ¥lines, 
and author of Goldmining in Western Merioneth. He has experience of mining in 
Germany, Cornwall and Canada, and is at present mining with the Dome Mine at South 
Porcupine, Ontario. He ia not a Henty collector, but was encouraged to write this 
article by the Rev. Basil Brovnt.) 

The problem 

Born in 1832, G.A. Henty served during the Crimean War in the army commissariat. 
After the war he was stationed in Northern Ireland and at Portsmouth; he was then 
about thirty years old. Peacetime ~oldiering. ~vi.dently did not appeal to him and 
in 1861 he left the-·army -although uhceruwca.s-to liis ·fufure. - Ee ·went to work at ·a 
colliery in Wales, of which his father, James Henty, was either o~er or director. 
How James, a Godmanchest~r ~,-came to be involved in Welsh coaJmining is a problem 
in itself. 

This note is written on the assumption that there is proof that G.A. Henty did work 
in a Welsh colliery, and that, on grounds of statistica.:l probability, the colliery 
was in South rather than North Wales. The period_ between 1861 and 1865 is a gap 
in his biography which it is. the aim of_ this note tq fill. 

In 1865 he took. up journa+ism, in which capacitY. he was_prese~t at·most of th$ 
"brushfire" wars which ch~act~rised tl).e 1870s. He was in Paris. at the end of the 
Franco-Prus~;lian War, and in . Wales, again during the industrial unrest of 18?3, wbere 
he is mentioned by Sir Henry Lucy in Sixty Years in the Wilderness. Orie of'"his . 
earliest boys' stories_ was Facing Death (Bladkie, 1882), first serialised in~ 
Union Jack in 1880. It is intimately concerned with coalmining and so an obvious 
starting point for ari investigation. -

The story of-Facing Death 

The scene is set at .StOkebridge, a mining village in Staffordshire, about 184o. 
Bill Haden was a miner. at the Vaughan pit. The story begins when his mate was 
killed:. his mate's wife died on hearing the news, and J-ack Simpson, their baby, was 
adopted by Bill and Jane Haden. At the age of ten, Jack met an artist, who suggest
ed that by diligent study he could better himself beyond the prospects of an 
ordinary miner. - At this time, about 1850, he went to work in the Vaughan pit. 

When Jack was 16, the miners in the Vaughan and sUrrounding pits went on strike 
over pay. The culmination of the prolonged strike was an attack by night on the 
Vaughan engine-house. Jack had secretly stationed himself there, and repelled the 
attackers with scalding water from the boiler. 

- -
The local. schoolmaster_ happened. to .. be. a mathemat:i:.cs graduate.of St._John's Collega1 

Cambridge, and he helped JaCk with his studies. But about this time he was appoint
ed to a school in Birmingham, which resulted in Jack leading a dual existence in 
Stokebridge and Birmiligham. When he was about _22, his learning, competence in 
mining matters, and conduct· during the strike, became known to the management, and 
he was appointed depu~y shift-boss in charge of.ventilation of the pit, which was 
then dangerously inadequate. It was then about 1862<. Shortly afterwards a gas ex
plosion occurred. JaCk and two others went underground to begin rescue work, · 
whereupon a second explosion caused a fall of ground near the shaft. This trapped 
those in the mine, including the owner. A de-cision WSE made · t_o hole-through into 
an adjacent, abandoned and flooded pit, called the Logan Pit. The work was 
completed in four and a half days, and the trapped miners were rescued after making· 
smoke signals through the shaft of the Logan, Pit, which therea:t:ter became -the 
second shaft to the Vaughan Pit. The manager had been killed in the explosion,' and 
Jack was appointed in his place. Jack married Alice, the schoolmaster's daughter; 
he became a consulting engineer as well as manager of the Vaughan Pit, and also 
became the owner-designate in the then-owner's will. The book ends as Jack again 
meets the artist who suggested he should study to better himself. 

The evidence of the book 

It is immediately obvious that Henty was far more knowledgeable about coalmining 
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than any layman could have been. His references to technical details of underground 
mining are too numerous to list here, and it is plain that he had gained enough 
personal experience underground to write the book ten years later. A few examples 
will suffice : 

page 40. He refers to cage guides in the shaft, a detail which would escape the 
layman. He also mentions the practice of working through a single shaft divided by 
timber into upcast and downcast airways, to the dangers of such a system, and to the 
use of two shafts at the time of writing. 

page 43. Here is an accurate description of the ventilation door on which Jack was 
put to work. 

page 236 carries mention of the shaft-bell for signalling, another detail which 
would escape the layman. 

page 24o. He mentions the sinking of shafts at the ends of properties where the 
coal seam was deepest (assuming that this was known) so that tramming and drainage 
were assisted by the gradient. 

page 251. He mentions the use of a pilot borer to probe for water. 

It is clear that G.A .. Henty had no small knowledge of underground rirl.ning. What, 
then, was his position? He can hardly have worked as a labourer in those days .. 
Shift;..bosses (foremen) were appointed from among the older miners (pp.33 & 230) as 
is general in Cornwall today. We may therefore wonder whether he was an engineer. 
As he had not been in the Royal Engineers it is improbable that he had any engineer
ing training, and there is no evidence that he attended mining school. 

The importance to mining of mathematics was realised even in those days, when 
mining was much by the light of nature (the foundation of the Camborne School of 
Mines in 1845 was hailed as "science applied to the arts"); see Jack's statement 
on page 225. However, there are three occasions where Henty commits himself on 
technicalities and is found wanting: 

page 224. Reference is made to forced-draught ventilation by means of a furnace. 
The formula given, M _ h(t 1-t)l , gives results which are within the bounds of 

- 480+x 

reason when real figures are inserted. The 1 is bogus and without significance, 
and the formula makes no reference to the effe.cts of the furnace which is 
specifically mentioned. ,, 

page 225. To work out the cube root of 999,888,777 to five place of decimals 
mentally is impossible. For instance, to say that 3 cubed is 27 (3x3x3) is easy, 
but the reverse operation, e.g. the cube root of 15, is very difficult mentally, 
unless the approximation is used that 2 cubed is 8, and 3 cubed is 27, and therefore 
the cube root of 15 must lie between 2 and 3.. The cube root of this simple number 
is about 2.465 by slide rule. Henty's knowledge of mathematics must have been -
slight for him to have included, in a realistic book, such an unrealistic matter. 

page 24o. Henty says that choke-damp is carbonic acid gas.. Carbonic acid is a 
weak acid formed when carbon dioxide is dissolved in water (soda-water), and does 
not exist as a vapour.or gas. Carbon dioxide is suffocating but not poisonous 
(drowsiness in crowded rooms), and heavier than air, as well as being one of the 
combustion products of coal dust or methane gas. The presence of a gas in the 
lower parts of the mine, and near the floor (pp, 24o & 242), and its temporary 
effects on Jack and his light, suggest carbon dioxide. Thus although Henty evid
ently had considerable practical knowledge of mine gases, his knowledge lacked 
scientific backing. 

It is, therefore, probable that he was employed as a paymaster, or in an . 
administrative post such as that of the personnel or productivity managers of today. 
He clearly made the most of his opportunities to go underground, and retained· a 
store of. detailed information without being officially concerned with technical 
matters. A confirmatory point is his service in the army commissariat. 

This much can be deduced directly from the book, Facing Death. In the hope of 
further information an inquiry was sent to the Department of Industry of the 
National Museum of \-/ales, with interesting results. 
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The inquiry and its result 

A number of tabulated questions were put, and these produced the following replies 

1. Nothing at all was known of James Henty as a pit owner in Wales. 

2. Surprisingly there probably never was a Vaughan pit on the Welsh coalfield. 
The records available refer to (a) Reports of fatal accidents, 1851-6o, and (b) 
List of Mines, 1873, and List of Mines, 188o. 
3. Of the pits mentioned by name (Hillside, Thorns, Little Shaft, Vale, page 101; 
Logan, page 246) there was a Little Pit at Nantyglo, MJnmouthshire. More important, 
there was a Logan Colliery near Swansea which was operating about 186o. This pit 
evidently stuck in Henty's memory. It was owned by Trevor Williams. We might make 
a bold-surmise that it was adjacent to the pit owned by Henty's father. 

4. This relates to four terms used in the book, shown here with their meanings in 
brackets: Viewer (shift-boss or foreman); Getter (coal breaker); Goafs (old workings); 
~ (waggons). Viewer and Getter are' English terms~ Getter was ~used in Wales, 
but several Viewers came to Wales from England, especially to the North, and were 
referred to as auah. It may reasonably be suggested that one of James Henty's shift
bosses or mine-captains (to use Cornish terminology) was a Staffordshire man - hence 
the setting in Staffordshire, and the imitation of a Staffordshire accent which may 
or may not be accurate. The name of Jack's foster parents was Haden, not a common 
name in most of England but possibly so in Staffordshire - a point worth investigat
ing. Goafs and Tuba were both used in Wales, although they are not Welsh words by 
origin-;-- - · ; 

5. The provision of two shafts or outlets became compulsory in 1862. Concern with 
the dangers of single-shaft mining, and with the cost and problems of sinking 
additional shafts, would have been at a peak when Henty was working at the mines, 
and very probably inspired one of the central themes of the book. 

6. Cage-riding was introduced in the ooalmining districts of Wales about 1835-40. 
Wire ropes (p.40) were invented in 1829. The only value of this evidence is to 
absolve Henty of any charge of anachronism. 

7. This final reply was to a 11shot-in-the-dark11 question, put because the book 
showed Henty to be a solid character of limited imagination, likely to draw on real 
events for his plot,_ aDd it scored a bullseye. In 1877 there was a case famous 
throughout South Wales, of miners who were trapped by floodwater escaping by holing
through into a nearby part of the same pit. This was at the Tynewydd Colliery in 
the Rhondda. This case must have come to Henty 1s attention, and it would require 
but little imagination to juxtapose this incident and the subject of single-shaft 
mining. 

Conclusions 

1. On each point of practical (if not of scientific) detail the account of mining 
in Facing Death rings true. There are none of the anachronisms of which the layman 
could so easily-be guilty. 

2. The negative reply to the question posed in the inquiry with the greatest 
confidence, concerning the existence of the Vaughan pit, is disappointing, but is 
offset by the. success attending the other questions. 

3. It is extremely probable that Henty worked on the administrative staff of a 
colliery and that, although he was no engineer, he characteristically made full use 
of his opportunities to go underground. 

4. There is no proof within the scope of this inquiry that Henty's colliery was 
in South Wales. Indeed, if it was, we have to explain why he chose Staffordshire 
as the setting for his book. There is a plausible explanation. Perhaps Henty fel~ 
like many Englishmen, that he could not understand the Welsh, or even dislike ~em -
possibly a natural consequence of his meteoric temperament. He would have been 
unable to identify himself with them, and it would have been unsound commercially to 
write a ''highly moral tale11 with a hero unattractive or alien to his readers. The 
central question here is: what was Henty's attitude to the Welsh? 

5. The setting of the story in StaffordshirB leaves two main possibilities: 
either that the colliery was in Staffordshire, or, more probable in view of ot..~er 
evidence not provided by this inquiry, that a Staffordshire man was among the 
officials, whose accent and terminology Henty took for his model. 

• 
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6. Stepping into the realms of hypothesis, we might suggest that the Henty 
colliery was adjacent to the Logan Colliery in the Swansea district. The coinci
dence of the compulsory use of two shafts with Henty's brief ~~ng career is 
probably highly significant, and this and the episode of the trapped miners in 
1877 are remarkably accurately mirrored in Facing Death. 

w.o.G. Lofts writes: 

I have read Mr. Morrison's article with great int~rest. There is no doubt that in 
the period 1862-65 James Henty was either Manager or Chief. Engineer of a mine at 
Lower Llanidloes in MOntgomeryshire (not in South Wales); I don't think he ever 
owned a mine. What exactly G.A. Henty did is not known, but the term "assisted" 
is used, and I hardly think he was a coalminer! As James Henty died in 1871, and 
the story was written eight or nine years later, the technical details must have 
come from the author without help from his father. 

I have never come across any connection between the Hentys and Staffordshire, nor 
do I think anyone knows G.A. Henty's attitude towards the Welsh. Certainly he had 
no bias against the Irish as he married one of them, and I 1m inclined to think that 
in life he accepted people as he found them. 
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