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CITY OF BOSTON 

_______________ 

 

IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND FOURTEEN 

_______________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE CREATING A 

COLLEGE ATHLETE BILL OF RIGHTS 

 

 

WHEREAS, Basic principles of human and civil rights guarantee the right to physical health, 

personal safety, and a quality education; and  

 

WHEREAS, The City of Boston has a particular responsibility to safeguard these human and 

civil rights for all students within the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Boston prides itself as a beacon of higher education for all; and 

 

WHEREAS, Colleges and universities domiciled in Boston avail themselves of numerous city 

services, including police, fire, and emergency medical response; and 

 

WHEREAS, Meeting the educational needs of college athletes should be a priority for 

intercollegiate athletic programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, Many of Boston’s institutions of higher education that participate in 

intercollegiate athletics generate revenue that would not exist without the efforts 

of college athletes; and  

 

WHEREAS, College athletes not only generate revenue for many athletic programs, but also 

spend approximately 40 hours per week participating in their respective sports, 

and suffer current and historically low graduation rates; and 

 

WHEREAS, Providing adequate health and safety protection for college athletes can help 

prevent serious injury and death; and 

 

WHEREAS,  Current and former college athletes can be left to pay for medical expenses 

incurred from injuries suffered while participating in intercollegiate athletics; and 

 

WHEREAS, Athletic scholarships are renewed on an annual basis and can be revoked at the 

leisure of the sponsoring athletic program; and 

 

WHEREAS, Institutions of higher education should provide their college athletes with the 

same due process protection afforded to students who do not participate in 

intercollegiate athletics. 

 

 



 

 

NOW THEREFORE,  

Be it ordained by the City Council of Boston, as follows: 
 

Section 1. 

Definitions. 

(a) “Athletic program” means an intercollegiate athletic program at any institution of higher 

education within the meaning of subsection (b). 

(b) “Institution of higher education” means any four-year college or university that is domiciled 

in any part of Boston and maintains an intercollegiate athletic program. 

(c) “College athlete” means any college student who participates in an intercollegiate athletic 

program of an institution of higher education. 

(d) “Athletic scholarship” means financial aid provided to a college athlete by an institution of 

higher education that is provided in exchange for, but not exclusively in exchange for, that 

college athlete’s participation in that institution of higher education’s athletic program. 

(e) “NCAA” means National Collegiate Athletic Association. 

 

Section 2. 

Scope. 

These sections shall apply to any athletic program domiciled in any part of the City of Boston. 

 

Section 3. 

The Right to Education. 

(a)(1) If an athletic program does not renew an athletic scholarship of a college athlete who 

suffers an incapacitating injury or illness resulting from his or her participation in the athletic 

program, and the institution of higher education’s medical staff determines that he or she is 

medically ineligible to participate in intercollegiate athletics, the institution of higher education 

shall provide an equivalent scholarship that, combined with the total duration of any previous 

athletic scholarship or scholarships received by the college athlete, will be provided for a total of 

up to five academic years or until the college athlete completes his or her undergraduate degree, 

whichever period is shorter. Additional years may be provided at the discretion of the institution 

of higher education. 

    (2) If a college athlete takes a temporary leave of absence from an institution of higher 

education, the duration of that leave of absence shall not count against the five-year limit on 

eligibility for an equivalent scholarship imposed by paragraph (1). 

    (3) An athletic program shall provide an equivalent scholarship to a college athlete who was 

on an athletic scholarship and is in good standing, but has exhausted his or her athletic eligibility, 

for up to one year or until the college athlete completes his or her primary undergraduate degree, 

whichever is shorter. 

    (4) If an athletic program does not renew an athletic scholarship of a college athlete for any 

reason other than the college athlete’s: 

(i) incapacitating injury or illness as defined in paragraph (1); 

(ii) academic ineligibility; 

(iii) voluntary separation from the athletic program; 

(iv) loss of amateur status; or 



 

 

(v) violation of the institution of higher education’s student disciplinary policy that results in 

the college athlete’s expulsion and would normally result in the expulsion of a non-college 

athlete,  

the institution of higher education shall provide an equivalent scholarship that, combined with 

the total duration of any previous athletic scholarship or scholarships received by the college 

athlete, will be provided for a total of up to five academic years or until the college athlete 

completes his or her undergraduate degree, whichever period is shorter. Additional years may be 

provided at the discretion of the institution of higher education. 

(b) An athletic program shall conduct a financial and life skills workshop for all of its college 

athletes within the first 30 days of each academic year. This workshop shall include, but not be 

limited to, information concerning financial aid, debt management, and a recommended budget 

for full- and partial-scholarship college athletes living on or off campus during the academic year 

and the summer term based on the current academic year’s cost of attendance. The workshop 

shall also include information on time management skills necessary for success as a college 

athlete, and academic resources available on campus. 

(c) An institution of higher education shall grant a college athlete the same rights as other 

students with regard to any and all matters related to possible adverse or disciplinary actions, 

including, but not necessarily limited to, actions involving athletically-related financial aid. 

 

Section 4. 

The Right to Health & Safety. 

(a)(1) Unless a college athlete declines, an athletic program shall provide all of its college 

athletes with comprehensive year-round health insurance that adequately covers their 

participation in the athletic program. 

    (2) If any college athlete suffers an injury resulting from his or her participation in the athletic 

program and makes a claim relating to that injury, an athletic program shall be responsible for 

reimbursing the college athlete for any insurance deductible amounts or additional medical 

expenses applicable to the claim. 

    (3) If any college athlete suffers an injury resulting from his or her participation in the athletic 

program that requires medical treatment beyond the conclusion of his or her participation in the 

athletic program, the athletic program shall provide, for the remainder of the college athlete’s 

lifetime: 

(i) The necessary medical treatment; or 

(ii) Health insurance that covers the injury, as well as reimbursement for any resulting 

deductible amounts and additional medical expenses resulting from the injury. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall apply exclusively to institutions of higher education that participate in 

NCAA Division I athletics. 

(c) An athletic program shall adopt and implement guidelines to prevent, assess, and treat sports-

related dehydration and concussion. In addition, an athletic program shall adopt and implement 

exercise and supervision guidelines for any college athlete identified with potentially life-

threatening health conditions who participates in an athletic program. 

(d) Within the first 30 days of each academic year, all of an athletic program’s college athletes, 

coaches, and staff must be provided with, and must review, educational materials regarding 

dehydration and concussion, including the importance of identifying and reporting signs and 

symptoms to the medical staff. These educational materials shall provide basic facts about 

dehydration and concussion, including signs and symptoms, as well as why it is important to 



 

 

report symptoms promptly. Additionally, college athletes must be educated and encouraged to 

report to medical staff any signs and symptoms that their teammates may experience. 

(e) If a college athlete participating in a practice or training session of his or her team becomes 

unconscious, the college athlete shall not return to the practice or training session during which 

the college athlete became unconscious. The college athlete shall not participate in any future 

practices, training sessions, or intercollegiate athletic events until the college athlete receives 

written authorization for such participation from a licensed physician or other appropriately 

trained or licensed health care professional, as determined by the Boston Public Health 

Commissioner. The college athlete must provide such authorization to his or her athletic 

program’s athletic director. 

(f) If a college athlete participating in a practice or training session of his or her team suffers a 

concussion as diagnosed by a medical professional, or is suspected to have suffered a 

concussion, the college athlete shall not return to the practice or training session during which 

the concussion or suspected concussion occurred. The college athlete shall not participate in any 

future practices, training sessions, or intercollegiate athletic events until the college athlete 

receives written authorization for such participation from a licensed physician or other 

appropriately trained or licensed health care professional, as determined by the Boston Public 

Health Commissioner. The college athlete must provide such authorization to his or her athletic 

program’s athletic director. 

(g) The athletic director of any athletic program shall maintain complete and accurate records of 

the athletic program’s compliance with the requirements of this section. By August 1 of each 

calendar year, the athletic director shall compile a report of compliance for the most recently 

completed academic year and shall submit the report to the Clerk of the City of Boston, and the 

Clerk shall forward the report to the Mayor of the City of Boston and shall docket the report and 

include the docket on the agenda of the next-occurring meeting of the Boston City Council. The 

failure or refusal of an athletic program to submit the report shall be deemed an event of non-

compliance with the provisions of these sections. 

(h) The provisions of subsection (a)(1) shall take effect in the 2015-16 academic year. 

 

Section 5. 

The Right to Know your Rights. 

An athletic program shall furnish to each of its college athletes a single page fact sheet accurately 

summarizing a college athlete’s rights under these sections. A copy of this fact sheet shall be 

included with the athletic director’s report required by Section 3, subsection (g).  

 

Section 6. 

Enforcement. 

The Boston Public Health Commission and the Boston Human Rights Commission, or their 

designee(s), shall have the authority to enforce these sections. Anyone who desires to register a 

complaint of noncompliance under these sections may do so by contacting the Boston Public 

Health Commission, the Boston Human Rights Commission, or their designee(s). 

 

Section 7. 

The provisions of this ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage. 


