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Sermon Based Bible Study

Acts 6:8-15 (New English Translation—NET)
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Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, did great
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Discovery Bible Study Questions

1. How can you tell when God is really moving in someone’s life and ministry?

wonders and miraculous signs among the people.
9

Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the

Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the

2. What four factors characterized Stephen’s ministry (v8-10)? Describe each one.

provinces of Cilicia and Asia. These men began to argue with Stephen, 10 but
they could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke.
11

Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, “We have heard

Stephen speak words of blasphemy against Moses and against God.” 12 So

3. Is it surprising that Stephen met opposition from the Synagogue leaders (v9)? Why or why not?

they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law. They
seized Stephen and brought him before the Sanhedrin. 13 They produced false
witnesses, who testified, “This fellow never stops speaking against this holy

4. How was Stephen able to counter their opposition (v10)?

place and against the law. 14 For we have heard him say that this Jesus of
Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs Moses handed down
to us.” 15 All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen,

5. What was the nature of the false testimony directed against Stephen? Was it a complete lie?

and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

6. Does this scene sound similar to any other scene in Scripture?

7. What are possible explanations for the description of Stephen’s face in v15?

Sermon Notes:

Application Questions
1. What does God want me to know from this passage?

How to Do a Sermon-Based Bible Study
Step 1: Scripture
Begin by reading through the passage several times and prayerfully digest the material.
Let God speak to you through His Word. Make observations by asking the question –
what do I see? Make notes on the text and use markers such as circles, boxes, underlines,
and brackets to highlight your observations. Suggestions for what to look for:

2. Based on what I’ve learned, how does God want me to change or grow?

 Important Connectives
But – introduces a contrast
If – introduces conditional clause
For, because, therefore – introduce reason and results
In, into, with – important connectives
In order that – sets forth a purpose
 Grammatical Construction: Be on alert for the verbs and their tenses, for the use
of pronouns, and for the use of adverbs and adjectives and the way they describe
things.
 Atmosphere: Note the general tone of a passage. Also, note the use of emphatic
statements, words, and phrases to reveal feelings.
 Literary Form: Determine the form of the writing – discourse, narrative, poetry,
drama, parable, or apocalyptic.
 General Structure: Note the arrangement of the ideas in a passage, the relationship
of verses to each other.

Step 2: Discovery Bible Study Questions
After exploring the text, go through the Discovery Bible Study Questions. These questions are designed to help you discover important pieces of the text so that you can determine the overall message. Some questions are observational questions, merely asking
you to find information from the passage. Other questions are designed to help you interpret the meaning of the text. Sometimes it is helpful or even necessary to consult outside resources to answer these questions. Here are some suggested outside resources:

3. Based on what I’ve learned, what does God want me to do?

 Dr. Constable’s Expository (Bible Study) Notes: As good as a commentary, easy
to read, and accessible online in PDF format (www.soniclight.com).
 BibleGateway.com: Great online resource to compare versions; also offers many
free study resources such as Bible dictionaries, encyclopedias, and commentaries.
 Bible Knowledge Commentary: If you were to purchase one commentary that
covers the entire Bible, we recommend this one.

Step 3: Application
The Bible was written to transform your life. Prayerfully consider what God wants you
to learn through this passage and how He wants you to grow or change. Consider what
steps you need to take so that the truth of this passage can take shape in your life. You
can use the application questions printed on this sheet or maybe record your thoughts in
a journal.

This Sermon-Based Bible Study can be a great tool for your personal time in the study of God’s Word. But it can be even better when done in community. You may want to
consider discussing with friends, bringing it to your Community Group, or participating in one of our Sunday morning Sermon-Based Discussion Bible Communities.

