Heaston Church

Sermon Based Bible Study

Acts 6:1-7 (New English Translation—NET)
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Now in those days, when the disciples were growing in number, a
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Discovery Bible Study Questions

1. What different types of leadership do you see within the church?

complaint arose on the part of the Greek-speaking Jews against the native
Hebraic Jews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily
distribution of food.
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2. Read v1. What can you determine about the conflict? How could a similar conflict arise today?

So the twelve called the whole group of the disciples together and

said, “It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to wait on tables.3 But
carefully select from among you, brothers, seven men who are well-attested,

3. Read v2-4. Why was it necessary for the twelve apostles to appoint these men?

full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this
necessary task.4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of
the word.”
5

4. What criteria was evaluated for the chosen men? What does this say about their ministry role?

The proposal pleased the entire group, so they chose Stephen, a

man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a Gentile convert to Judaism from Antioch.6

5. Read v5-7. How is Stephen described? What do these qualities look like in a person’s life?

They stood these men before the apostles, who prayed and placed their hands
on them. 7 The word of God continued to spread, the number of disciples in
Jerusalem increased greatly, and a large group of priests became obedient to

6. How did the twelve commission these men? What did these actions communicate?

the faith.

7. How do you think these leadership decisions contributed to the overall result described in v7?

Sermon Notes:

Application Questions
1. What does God want me to know from this passage?

How to Do a Sermon-Based Bible Study
Step 1: Scripture
Begin by reading through the passage several times and prayerfully digest the material.
Let God speak to you through His Word. Make observations by asking the question –
what do I see? Make notes on the text and use markers such as circles, boxes, underlines,
and brackets to highlight your observations. Suggestions for what to look for:

2. Based on what I’ve learned, how does God want me to change or grow?

 Important Connectives
But – introduces a contrast
If – introduces conditional clause
For, because, therefore – introduce reason and results
In, into, with – important connectives
In order that – sets forth a purpose
 Grammatical Construction: Be on alert for the verbs and their tenses, for the use
of pronouns, and for the use of adverbs and adjectives and the way they describe
things.
 Atmosphere: Note the general tone of a passage. Also, note the use of emphatic
statements, words, and phrases to reveal feelings.
 Literary Form: Determine the form of the writing – discourse, narrative, poetry,
drama, parable, or apocalyptic.
 General Structure: Note the arrangement of the ideas in a passage, the relationship
of verses to each other.

Step 2: Discovery Bible Study Questions
After exploring the text, go through the Discovery Bible Study Questions. These questions are designed to help you discover important pieces of the text so that you can determine the overall message. Some questions are observational questions, merely asking
you to find information from the passage. Other questions are designed to help you interpret the meaning of the text. Sometimes it is helpful or even necessary to consult outside resources to answer these questions. Here are some suggested outside resources:

3. Based on what I’ve learned, what does God want me to do?

 Dr. Constable’s Expository (Bible Study) Notes: As good as a commentary, easy
to read, and accessible online in PDF format (www.soniclight.com).
 BibleGateway.com: Great online resource to compare versions; also offers many
free study resources such as Bible dictionaries, encyclopedias, and commentaries.
 Bible Knowledge Commentary: If you were to purchase one commentary that
covers the entire Bible, we recommend this one.

Step 3: Application
The Bible was written to transform your life. Prayerfully consider what God wants you
to learn through this passage and how He wants you to grow or change. Consider what
steps you need to take so that the truth of this passage can take shape in your life. You
can use the application questions printed on this sheet or maybe record your thoughts in
a journal.

This Sermon-Based Bible Study can be a great tool for your personal time in the study of God’s Word. But it can be even better when done in community. You may want to
consider discussing with friends, bringing it to your Community Group, or participating in one of our Sunday morning Sermon-Based Discussion Bible Communities.

