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Harvard Business Publishing (HBP) Catalog Access 

Working with Content in Moodle using LTI 1.1 

 
Harvard Business Publishing (HBP) has built a tool corresponding to the LTI 1.1 spec, which allows easier access 
to course materials for students, instructors, and course administrators. The following features of this 
integration will help provide a seamless experience for Moodle users at your institution. 
 
Administrators can: 

• Add content from the Harvard Business Publishing (HBP) catalog directly to a Moodle course (cases, 
articles, simulations, core curriculum readings, online courses, exercises, etc.).  

• Add a description for the content to alert students of its purpose in the course. 

• Administer simulations and online courses without a separate log in. 

 
The Moodle System Administrator can install the HBP integration, which establishes secure communication 

between the LTI 1.1 external tool and HBP servers.   

Selecting Content and Connecting it to a Course 

1. Go to the desired course or create a new course. 

2. Select Turn editing on in the upper right-hand corner. 

3. Click on the “+ Add an activity or resource” button in the area 

where you wish to add content.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Select “External tool”, then click Add. 

5. Enter the Activity Name (we recommend using the title of the 

content that you want to use). 

6. Then, from the External tool type dropdown list, select the HBP 

Catalog tool. Note: your Moodle administrator may have named the HBP Catalog tool differently. 

7. Click Save and display. 

8. You should now see the HBP Content Picker Page, as shown in the screen shot below. 
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9. From this view, you have 3 options: 

a. Enter a known product number for the course material you want to use.   

b. If you don’t know the product number for the course material you want to use, click “Search full 

catalog.” This will open the HBP website in a new tab and you may search the HBP catalog. Once 

you find course material you want to use, enter the material’s product number into the text box 

in Moodle. 

c. If you want to use HTML-based content, you can select the eLearning program’s category from 

the drop-down list provided. Once an eLearning program type is selected, a second drop-down 

list will appear. From this list, you may select the specific eLearning program you want to use.  

 

10. Once your content is selected or entered, click Submit.  Note: Currently content must be added one 

product at a time.  

11. You will receive a window that says, “Resource link was successfully created on the Harvard Business 

Publishing site”.  You can continue to add content by repeating these steps to build your course. 

 

 
 

12. To view the content you added, click the activity link title that now shows in the course view.  

13. If the item you added is PDF, you can select to “View Document”, which while open the PDF in a new 

browser tab, or “Download PDF”, which will start an automatic download of the PDF to your computer. 
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14. For eLearning materials (HTM-based content), you will see a button reflecting the action required, such 

as “Manage Simulation”.  Note:  a student would see, “Run Simulation”.   

a. If you are logged into your Moodle instance as an Instructor or Admin, the content will 

recognize your LMS role.   

b. For simulations, when clicking “Manage Simulation”, you will be automatically logged in to the 

facilitator screen, allowing you to manage the simulation as an administrator.   

c. All team and role assignments can now be completed from within the simulation.  

 

  

 
 

15. Repeat these steps to continue adding content. If you have any specific questions about HBP content, 

please contact your HBP sales representative. 
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Moodle Course Roster & HBP Simulations  
Multiplayer and/or multi-scenario simulations require setup in advance of play, requiring the student roster to 
be pre-populated within the simulation.  Now with Moodle integration, your LMS course roster will be 
automatically transferred to HBP simulations, as soon as the LTI link is created.  Please note that some HBP 
simulations will not display registered users, until they begin to make decisions within the game.  

To ensure that all students are properly enrolled to the simulation: 

1. Login to Moodle as an admin or instructor 

2. Ensure all students are properly loaded in the LMS course, with an email address, and that the course is 
published to students 

3. Click on the simulation link from your Moodle course 

4. Once in the simulation, click Simulation Setup, then click Manage Users (NOTE: the exact wording and 
layout to get to the user list will differ by simulation).  

5. All students that are enrolled in the Moodle course should be listed within the simulation.  

We recommend checking the simulation roster once more prior to official play to ensure all students have been 
assigned roles and scenarios, accordingly. 
 

Refresh Student Roster 
If a new student joins the course later and the student does not appear within the simulation, we have enabled 
an LTI tool that you can run to refresh your Moodle roster. 

1. In the same course activity where the simulation link has been added, click “+ Add an activity or 
resource”.  NOTE: ensure editing is turned “on”. 

2. Select External Tool and click Add. 

a. Activity Name:  refresh sim roster.  You’ll delete this activity later, so naming is not important.  
b. Preconfigured Tool:  Harvard Business Publishing – Roster.  Your tool name may differ slightly 

but look for an HBP tool that includes “roster” in the title.  
c. Launch container:  Default 

3. Click Save and display. 

4. Enter the product number of the simulation in which the roster must be refreshed. Click Reload Roster.  
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5. Once you see a message that states, “The roster is still reloading.  Please check again a couple of 
minutes”, click back to the course name.  

6. Click into the simulation link and ensure the new student(s) are now appearing as users within the 
simulation.  

7. Once you confirm that all students are listed in the simulation, delete the roster reload link.  
 

Multi-Section Courses in Moodle 

The HBP integration relies on your LMS course roster to populate simulations and online courses with 

participants.  As such, it is very important that only one instance of a single simulation is added to a course.  If a 

single course includes more than one LTI link to the same simulation, they will not be recognized as different 

simulation groups and all student results will appear within a single instance. 

When a course shell has multiple sections, each with a different group of students playing at different times, 

separate courses for each simulation instance should be created. 

1. Admin or Instructor should set up a stand-alone course shell in Moodle for each section of students to 

access the simulation.  

a. Example: if Finance 101 has 3 different sections and students will need to run the simulation at 

different times, there will need to be 3 separate courses created. 

2. For each section of the course, load the student roster to the corresponding course (i.e., load section 1 

student roster to Finance 101, section 1 course, etc.). 

3. Instruct students to access the stand-alone course in Moodle that corresponds to their course section. 

 

Support Contacts 

Should any issues arise with the HBP content access via your institution’s LMS, please send an email to our 

Customer Success and Support Team or contact your HBP sales representative directly.   

Samantha Ricker, Customer Success Manager 

HECustomerSuccess@hbsp.harvard.edu 

617.783.7572 

Alternatively, you can contact HBP’s 24x7 Customer Service team with any questions or concerns regarding your 

integration and/or HBP products.  

24x7 Customer Service 

custserv@hbsp.harvard.edu  

+1 (617) 783-7600 | (800) 545-7685 
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