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CHAPTER 

What Does the 
Gospel Say?

Matt Chandler

I HAVE THR EE CHILDR EN, AND FOR SEVEN OR EIGHT YEARS, 

they incessantly hounded me about getting pets. My response 
was always the same: “I have pets.” I already had a mammal that 
went to the bathroom on the floor. I was not looking for another 
one. I didn’t feel any need to add to my family’s forces of destruc-
tion. But daughters have a weird power over dads, so we got a 
dog. His name is Gus. He’s an Australian Shepherd, and I like 
him. I don’t love him; I like him.
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He’s a really smart dog, smarter than some of the people I 
know. I can say, “Go get Audrey up,” and he will. He’ll pick the 
right kid, lick her face, pull her covers, and bother her until she 
gets up—a parent’s best friend. All while I’m sipping my coffee 
at the table. He’s a great dog.

Then, God help me, we got a horse, and my oldest daughter 
named her Gypsy. Within one year I introduced a horse and a 
dog, which both take time and money, into our family unit. 

One morning, on a particularly beautiful day, we went out to 
the barn where we keep Gypsy, the whole family in tow. I don’t 
like to ride horses, but I think horses are unbelievable. They’re 
just majestic. As I helped Audrey groom her horse that day, I 
could see Gypsy’s muscles clearly. She was just a three-year-old 
mare, but she was powerful. As I brushed Gypsy, I thought about 
God’s response to Job and how God mentions the horse in par-
ticular, describing how majestic it is and how, when a horse really 
snorts or paws the ground, it can strike terror into the hearts of 
men. If she’d wanted to, Gypsy could have decided she didn’t 
want me brushing her anymore and could have easily hurt me.

So here I am with a horse and a dog—a very smart dog and 
a very great horse. The dog is awesome. The horse is incredible. 
But neither is equal to, or on par with, any human being alive.

Humans are not equal with the rest of the creative order. 
God has given us a moral, intellectual, spiritual compass that the 
rest of creation does not possess. This does not give us the right 
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to be brutal or cruel, but God gave man alone dominion over 
creation.

In Genesis 1:26–27, the Bible says: “Then God said, ‘Let 
Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. They 
will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, 
all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth.’ So God 
created man in His own image; He created him in the image 
of God; He created them male and female.” This is called the 
imago Dei—humans are unique because we have been made in 
the image of God.

Humans wrestle with some things that no other created thing 
does. For example: If you’re watching the National Geographic 
Channel and they show a little baby antelope, you think, Oh my 
gosh! That’s so cute. Then three minutes later, there’s a female lion 
ripping it to pieces. You’re kind of like, Oh, I can’t . . . ! I just 
can’t . . . ! Oh my gosh! Right?

Do you know who is not thinking that? The lion.
The lion is not thinking, I shouldn’t be doing this! There’s no 

moral quandary in the lion. Later that evening, as she’s licking 
the blood off her paws, she’s not filled with regret and shame. She 
isn’t thinking, I did it again! I need some help! She is driven by 
instinct alone. She is not wondering about her future. She is not 
sitting and contemplating what will happen when she is too old 
to hunt. She is a lion. She is magnificent, but she has no moral 
or spiritual compass.
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But people do. We lie in bed at night with regrets. We wrestle 
with what is right and what is wrong, or whether we should or 
shouldn’t do something. The animal kingdom doesn’t wrestle 
with those things. Mankind alone has dominion because man-
kind alone has been made in the image of God.

When it comes to the topic of abortion, then, the first ques-
tion we have to answer is this: “When does this imago Dei—the 
soul, this moral, spiritual compass—enter into the man or the 
woman?” That’s a huge question. The Bible tells us in Genesis 5:3 
that the image is passed from a father to his sons and daughters. 
So when men have children, they are giving birth to little image 
bearers—men and women, little boys and little girls. What we 
see in the Bible is that this moral/spiritual compass—this soul—
has a presence in the womb. In Psalm 58:3 (esv), the Bible says, 
“The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray from 
birth, speaking lies.”

That’s a strange text, isn’t it? Why bring up wickedness right 
now? Because the Bible says wickedness, which is a moral state 
of being, is in place in the womb. Wickedness isn’t something 
that occurs in our hearts after we’re born. The soul—that moral, 
spiritual thing that exists in mankind that sets us beyond the rest 
of creation—is present in utero.

Job 14:4 says, “Who can produce something pure from what 
is impure? No one!” This isn’t math where a negative multiplied 
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by a negative equals a positive. If dad is a sinner and mom is a 
sinner, then guess what they have? Sinners.

Job’s point is that two unclean things can’t possibly produce 
something that’s clean. The argument in Job is the same one we 
see in Psalms, that the soul is present in the womb. From there 
Job 15:14 says, “What is man, that he should be pure? Or one 
born of woman, that he should be righteous?” This is the same 
argument. The soul is intact in utero.

So now the question is, When, in the womb, does the soul 
become present? When does life begin? This has implications for 
a hundred different things in our lives.

Psalm 51:5 says, “Indeed, I was guilty when I was born; I was 
sinful when my mother conceived me.” According to the Word of 
God, the soul comes into human cellular matter at conception—
not after the first trimester or the second trimester. A human 
being is born, soul intact. When sperm and egg meet and unite, 
there is a living human being.

This has all sorts of implications. First of all, we should 
marvel at God’s detailed work in creating life. Psalm 139 says He 
knits us together in our mothers’ wombs. It says we are fearfully 
and wonderfully made. It says God knew all the days we would 
have before we lived even one of them. In fact, the weight of this 
text actually points toward God preparing us, while we are in 
our mothers’ wombs, for the things He has planned for us. It’s a 
beautiful text.
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Second, as believers in Christ, we should put a high value 
on all human life. And third, this has massive implications for 
how we view social issues, none so paramount as the social issue 
of abortion.

The Worldview behind Abortion

Though this issue is often fought over in the political arena, 
it is not first and foremost a political issue. This is a biblical, ethi-
cal, and spiritual issue by which, to our shame, few of us have 
been moved. 

Because I’m a pastor, I get to have a lot of conversations with 
people who don’t believe in Jesus.

When I sit across from unbelievers and discuss this topic, 
they will often bring up some kind of scientific data to prove 
their point. Yet, I’m becoming more and more convinced that 
what we’re dealing with here is not based in logic or reason at all. 
Repeatedly, I’ve witnessed the actual science of the matter fall on 
deaf ears as I speak to those who are secular.

When Roe v. Wade was handed down in 1973, there was no 
3D ultrasound.3 We didn’t have the ability to watch our babies 
smile at us before they were born. 

But we do know that, at 4 to 6 weeks, the heart typically 
beats about 113 times per minute. The heart changes color as 
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blood enters and leaves its chambers with each beat. The heart 
will beat approximately 54 million times before birth.4

By 7 weeks hiccups have been observed, along with leg move-
ments and a startle response.5 The hands can now come together, 
fingers are separate, toes are joined only at the bases, and knee 
joints are also present.6 By 7 1/2 weeks, the pigmented retina of 
the eye is easily seen, and the eyelids are beginning a period of 
rapid growth.7

Even more alarming is the fact that on May 23, 2013, 
Public Policy Fellow and professor of neurobiology and anatomy, 
Maureen L. Condic, presented scientific evidence concerning 
the ability of unborn children to experience pain at a US House 
subcommittee.

“To experience pain, a noxious stimulus must be detected. 
The neural structures necessary to detect noxious stimuli are 
in place by 8 to 10 weeks of human development. . . . There is 
universal agreement that pain is detected by the fetus in the first 
trimester. The debate concerns how pain is experienced; i.e., 
whether a fetus has the same pain experience a newborn or an 
adult would have.”8

By 10 weeks, all of the baby’s organs are developing and some 
of the vital organs—such as kidneys, intestines, brain, and liver—
are starting to function.9 This means that a nervous system has 
developed, and the brain can receive pain signals. By 11 weeks, the 
baby is almost fully formed. The bones are beginning to harden, 
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and genitalia are developing externally. By 12 weeks, you can hear 
your baby’s heartbeat at a prenatal checkup. Your baby’s just over 2 
inches long and weighs about half an ounce.10 By 22 weeks, a baby, 
with a little bit of help, can live outside the womb.11 

Incidence of Abortion in the United States

• Half of the pregnancies among American women are unin-
tended, and 4 in 10 of these are terminated by abortion.

• Twenty-one percent of all pregnancies (excluding mis-
carriages) end in abortion.

• In 2011, 1.06 million abortions were performed, down 13 
percent from 1.21 million in 2008. From 1973 through 
2011, nearly 53 million legal abortions occurred.

• Each year, 1.7 percent of women aged fifteen to forty-
four have an abortion. Half have had at least one previ-
ous abortion.

• At least half of American women will experience an 
unintended pregnancy by age forty-five, and at 2008 
abortion rates, one in ten women will have an abortion 
by age twenty, one in four by age thirty and three in ten 
by age forty-five.12

Statistically speaking, the overwhelming majority of abor-
tions are not taking place because the mother’s life is in danger or 
even because of rape. Most often, it is purely about convenience. 
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“I don’t want to do it.” 
“I’m not ready for this.” 
“I didn’t ask for this.” 
Sadly, what we get is murder for the sake of convenience.
And what ends up happening is that those who support abor-

tion are forced, because they can’t argue with the science, to show 
their cards. And their “pro-choice” views aren’t driven by reason 
at all. Pro-choice advocate Mary Elizabeth Williams wrote an 
article in Salon on January 23, 2013, that illustrates how insane 
things have become.13 

She writes, “Yet I know that throughout my own pregnan-
cies, I never wavered for a moment in the belief that I was car-
rying a human life inside of me. I believe that’s what a fetus is: a 
human life. And that doesn’t make me one iota less solidly pro-
choice.” Think about how crazy that statement is. That, despite 
having no doubt as to the life being human, Mary still believes 
it’s the woman’s right to choose whether or not to terminate that 
life. 

She continues, “Here’s the complicated reality in which we 
live. All life is not equal. That’s a difficult thing for liberals like 
me to talk about, lest we wind up looking like death-panel-lov-
ing, kill-your-grandma-and-your-precious-baby storm troopers. 
Yet a fetus can be a human life without having the same rights 
as the woman in whose body it resides. She’s the boss. Her life 
and what is right for her circumstances and her health should 
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automatically trump the rights of the non-autonomous entity 
inside of her. Always.”

That’s insane! Who chooses whose life has the most value? 
Who gets that power? That sounds like Nazi Germany to me. 
That sounds like the Three-Fifths Compromise, when African 
Americans supposedly comprised three-fifths of a man. Who 
decides this? To whom do we give this power?

Some abortion advocates respond with, “Well, it’s the 
woman’s body.” The baby might be in the woman’s body, but the 
baby is not the woman’s body. It has its own DNA.14 It has its 
own genetic code, its own blood type, its own functioning brain, 
kidneys, and lungs. The baby is not the woman’s body. The baby 
is in the woman’s body, but that’s not the same thing. And it’s not 
the same because this line of reasoning denies something that is 
fundamental to our society, the idea of natural rights.

I’m sure you are hearing echoes of the preamble to the 
Declaration of Independence: “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” The right to life 
is a natural right. It doesn’t say we are born with natural rights 
but that we are created with them.

So when people argue for abortion because a woman should 
have complete freedom to choose what she does with her own 
body, that’s just not true. Sure, we live in a “free country” where 
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all manner of privileges are granted to us as citizens, like voting 
or driving or drawing Social Security.15 But those are “conferred 
rights”—privileges extended to citizens by the government. The 
government absolutely has the right to prohibit you from prostitut-
ing yourself or driving 95 mph on the interstate, and it certainly 
has the obligation to protect the natural rights of every person.

But my point is that a baby in a mother’s womb is a person 
who is endowed with, and should be protected by, natural rights. 
This kind of weird, ethereal pro-choice rhetoric that seeks to 
reduce abortion to a conversation about a woman’s body is so 
detached from rational thought. It shows our consciences have 
been seared. People oppose laws that would protect the unborn 
on the grounds of not wanting the government to tell them what 
they can do with their bodies. But our government gets to tell us 
all sorts of things we can and can’t do. Right now it’s telling us 
we can murder babies. That is tragic. As Christians, we need to 
be the ones making the argument that someone’s inclination to 
abort should never trump another person’s natural rights. There 
is nothing more fundamental or important than the right to life.

Nothing More Powerful than the Gospel

One of the things I love about the Word of God is this: 
God pulls from the fringes of darkness His brightest lights. Saul 
of Tarsus kicked doors open in Corinth and dragged women 
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and men out into the street, binding them and killing them. 
He persecuted Christians. David, a man after God’s own heart, 
committed adultery with a woman and then had her husband 
murdered. Moses killed a man with his bare hands.

There is no sin with more power than the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, not even abortion. If abortion had more power than the 
gospel, we wouldn’t be talking about it. If it were able to define 
a person, we wouldn’t be talking about it. Christ’s forgiveness 
defines us. Newness of life is made available to all who repent 
and seek His face.

Every time I’ve preached on the subject of abortion, I use 
Ephesians 5:11. “Don’t participate in the fruitless works of dark-
ness, but instead expose them.”

It seems like it will only be a matter of time until Roe v. Wade 
will be overturned because the science is on our side. With that 
said, God has almost always accomplished social change through 
the outcry of His people who are against the world for the sake of 
the world. There are these defining moments of history that we 
wish we could have experienced. We wish we could have fought 
alongside those who cried out.

I look at my own bloodline, my own family. Where were 
they when Jim Crow was happening? What were they doing? 
When the oppression and injustice that rested so heavily on 
African Americans in this country, particularly in the South, 
was occurring, what was my family doing? I don’t quite know 
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the answer to that question. I do know that there’s no one in my 
family who marched with Dr. King.

I’m convinced that forty years from now, our grandbabies are 
going to think we were barbaric. They’re going to wonder what 
we were doing and how we just sat by and did nothing. Did we 
just sit on the sidelines and refuse to engage?

The Gospel and Abortion: How Do We Engage?

First, we must repent of our indifference. In reality, there’s 
not much difference between Mary Elizabeth Williams, whom I 
quoted above, and us. So many people say, “Yeah, abortion ends 
life. I’m not doing it. That’s how I’m taking my stand: I’m not 
going to do it.” We need to repent of being indifferent. We just 
haven’t cared. We haven’t done anything.

Second, we need to pray. We need to pray because it is pain-
fully obvious that this argument is no longer rational. More than 
anything else, I think this is now a spiritual issue. We really are 
dealing with a seared conscience, and the arguments are no lon-
ger based in reason.

For instance, all fifty states in the US have strict laws pro-
tecting animals from human beings.16 If you kill a puppy, then 
you go to jail. Kill a baby, and you’re fine. Yet thirty-eight states 
have fetal homicide laws, and at least twenty-three states have 
fetal homicide laws that apply to the earliest stages of pregnancy 
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(“any state of gestation,” “conception,” “fertilization,” or “post-
fertilization”).17 If a pregnant woman gets in her car to drive to 
the abortion clinic and, while driving there, a drunk driver hits 
the car and kills her baby, that driver gets charged with homicide. 
They get arrested, prosecuted, and sentenced to jail. But if she 
makes it to the abortion clinic, a doctor can—for a fee—take a 
vacuum pump and suck a baby, with a brain and nerve endings, 
out of the womb in pieces. That’s a seared conscience. That’s 
madness. That’s the type of argument that’s no longer rooted in 
any type of thoughtfulness. Yes, we’re going to need to pray. Pray 
and pray and pray and pray and pray.

In Daniel, chapter 9, Daniel confessed the sins of the nation 
of Israel. They weren’t necessarily his sins but the sins of the 
nation of Israel. He pled with God to be merciful, to intervene, 
to straighten out their path, to call them back to their priests and 
the Law and to call them back to the way of God. We need to 
pray that way.

Third, we must learn that our faith must inform how we 
vote. Please, let me be clear: Abortion is bigger than any one 
political party. But our faith should inform how we vote. I’m 
not talking Republican or Democrat—I’m not talking about 
that. But I am saying that our faith must bear weight on our 
decision-making.

Some who are more politically informed might be thinking, 
I can’t believe you, Chandler. You’re a one-issue voter? Everyone 
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is a one-issue voter. There are thousands of “one-issues” people 
rally around. However, you can be pro-life and also be a high-
functioning moron who has no business in public office. There 
are some guys who are very pro-life whom I would rather not 
elect to run anything. There are pro-life guys I wouldn’t trust 
with my wallet. A candidate having “pro-life” beside his or her 
name on a yard sign doesn’t guarantee my support.

Fourth, we must get off the sideline and get involved. This 
is not a popular position to take. Standing for life will not make 
you seem enlightened to your peers. Numerically, I will not grow 
my church by preaching about this, which is a small price to pay 
for rallying God’s people toward what is true and right and good 
before the King of Glory.

We must get involved. Involvement isn’t all you think it is. 
When all’s said and done, involvement must not shake its fist 
at the darkness, but be like light in darkness. To call abortion 
murder is calling it what it is, but it doesn’t fix the problem. The 
church and its people must become a beacon of hope and light 
for women in difficult circumstances.

Conclusion

Not long ago, after finishing a sermon at my church, I met a 
young woman named Sarah. She had the tags we give to parents 
when they check their children into our kids’ ministry, so I knew 
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she was a mom. Sarah told me that she lived with some other 
young women, including her sister, in a house in Denton, Texas. 
She had a drug issue, and she was stripping to pay the bills. She 
had had her kids taken away from her and had also been evicted 
from her house. But some young women from our church had 
been praying for her and had let her move in with them. Then 
they brought Sarah to The Village. She said of her first weekend, 
“God was here. God was here!”

Sarah found out she was pregnant and decided to go to the 
abortion clinic. But the young women she was living with said, 
“Don’t do this. There are other ways. We can figure it out.”

But Sarah was determined, so she got in her car and drove 
to the clinic.

The women she was living with began to pray. Sarah went to 
the abortion clinic and, a couple of hours later, came home. She 
told the women, “Well, it looks like this baby is living. God was 
at the abortion clinic.” These women rallied around Sarah, loved 
her, encouraged her, and were there for her. And a member from 
our church is adopting the baby Sarah is carrying.

This is how we get involved. It’s not by shaking our fists 
at the darkness or by merely voting a certain way. That doesn’t 
work. The reason young ministers avoid this topic altogether is 
that they don’t understand how to lovingly engage as they speak 
the truth about abortion and human dignity. The church should 
be a community marked by our love for women and our support 
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of women. We must be willing to open our homes, open up our 
checkbooks, and open up space and time in our lives—all for the 
glory of God, the salvation of others, and the protection of life.

Years from now, when my grandchildren ask, “Hey, Pops, 
this seems like it was so barbaric. What in the world was going 
on?” I want to be able to say, “We fought our guts out. In fact, the 
reason you know it’s barbaric is because a great number of people 
sacrificed and labored and didn’t quit.” This has to become our 
heartbeat. This has to be consistent. It has to be “what we do” 
moving forward.

We must pay more attention to the way we spend money 
so we can free up more money to support adoption. We must 
foster an adoption culture. We must create space in our homes 
where people who have fallen on difficult times can join us for a 
season and be loved back to health. This is Christian hospitality. 
The alternative is to cross our fingers and hope for change while 
another million babies are murdered.

Who is going to carry their flag? Who is going to stand in 
their defense? When we talk about the Civil Rights Movement, 
we talk about Martin Luther King Jr. Why? Because he was 
the voice. He was the flag. He was the one saying, “Not on our 
watch!”

The unborn can’t do it. The unborn don’t have one among 
them who might lead or protect them. That responsibility falls 
on us. The Bible clearly says our call is to the least of these. Who 
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is more “least” than the unborn? There is no genocide or war 
subjecting people to the kind of oppression, violence, and unjust 
slaughter than there is in the murder of the unborn.

God help us. 

Discussion Questions

1. How does the imago Dei inform the way Christians 
think about abortion? Why does our faith demand that 
we act to protect the unborn? 

2. What would you say to a friend who defends abortion 
even while acknowledging that a human life is at stake? 
As a Christian, how can you advocate for truth in the 
midst of a culture of death?

3. In what ways are Christians in your community actively 
engaged in pro-life ministry? How could you be person-
ally involved in protecting the unborn?

4. For many Americans, abortion is understood in catego-
ries of either political “right” or political “left.” Why is 
it important for Christians to show that fundamentally 
protecting human life is actually one of moral right and 
wrong? How can this case be made from Scripture? 

5. How should the issue of life affect your political and 
cultural engagement? 
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