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When it comes to racial reconciliation and the image of God, we have to be serious both 
about what it means to be made in the image of God as well as the seriousness of sin. 
Racial reconciliation cannot be achieved by people who deny original sin and the depth 
of human depravity. If we don’t take sin seriously, we will be tempted to think that racism, 
racial animosity, prejudice, and bigotry are justifiable in some measure or eradicable by 
education alone. You cannot educate people out of racism, racial hatred, and animosity. 
This is why the practical Pelagian approach to racial reconciliation ends with so many 
people exhausted and frustrated. They misdiagnose how deep the problem is, so they 
use the wrong tools to address it. Mankind, though made in God’s image, is corrupted at 
the root by sin. 
      
We need a solution to racial strife that can reach the root of man’s being. It is striking to 
me the number of Christians who, when talking about racial reconciliation, pull down the 
blinds and shutter up their souls. These Christians don’t want to have a conversation 
about race for fear that they might expose themselves for having sinful racial thoughts or 
beliefs. 
      
To be called “racist” is something people hate. In one sense, that’s a sign of God’s grace 
to us over the last fifty years. Decades ago being a racist was a respectable thing. But 
now it is a despised characteristic. Many Christians are so afraid of the label, the 
discussion, and the implications that they don’t even want to have the conversation. The 
gospel frees us to joyfully admit our sins, face ugly things about ourselves, and to tell the 
truth about what’s lurking in our hearts even when it’s unpleasant. That’s when we find 
hope. 
      
King David wrote that when he refused to confess his sins, his bones groaned and he 
was in agony. But when he confessed his sins, he found freedom and relief. Confession 
can bring us freedom too. Confession would be a blessing in this fight for racial 
reconciliation. 
      
What’s the alternative? Pretend that these are not problems in our society? Pretend that 
we are not affected by racism or that it no longer exists? If racism does not exist, it will 
be the first sin produced by the Fall that was completely cured apart from the gospel. If 
racism does not exist, it will be the only form of alienation from the Fall to have vanished 
in the course of human history. We are only practicing self-deception if we think racism 
has vanished.      
The potential for racism lurks in every heart, even if we have experienced a large 
measure of victory over it. We must be vigilant. We must set a guard over our hearts, 
minds, and mouths. If we don’t, we are going to continue to be ill-equipped for this work 
of reconciliation. We are going to continue to find ourselves surprised and even upset 
and divided when racism raises its ugly head when we least expect. We must take 
seriously the reality and the deceitfulness of sin and protect God’s image in one another 
if we want to see progress and racial reconciliation.  
 
 


