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Midnight dumpers
nabbed

Jon Sering, a Bureau of Land Man-
agement ranger in Montrose, Colorado,
doesn't mind getting his hands dirty.
Last Sunday he called editor Betsy
Marston to report that he'd been looking
in big bags of garbage close to - but not
quite at - the county dump. And the
garbage contained lots of letters mailed
toHigh Country News.

This was embarrassing, and as Jon
pointed out, potentially expensive, since
federal law allows for fines as high as
$100,000 and 12 months in jail. To cut to
the chase,HCN was not the culprit. An
intern's landlord had hired two teenagers
who decided to pitch garbage on BLM
land rather than a legal landfill. Jon Sering
said he talked to the parents and was
scheduled to have a heart-to-heart with the
boys. But, he said, the agency was less
interested in fining people than in chang-
ing behavior.What helps modify behav-
ior, he added, was the BLM's practice of
opening garbage bags dumped on public
land, then getting in touch with folks who
never dreamed their personal letters and
bills would be pored over.

Anew intern

Caroline Byrd comes toHigh Coun-
try News after spending a year and a half
in Kenya, where she led programs for
Indiana's Earlham College and the Lan-
der, Wyo-based National Outdoor Lead-
ership School. She says an internship
will be a great way to get reintroduced to
Western issues, places and people.

Caroline is no stranger to the region.
In 1980, she started working for the
Shoshone National Forest in northwest-
em Wyoming. There she spent five sea-
sons on trail, timber, range and wildlife
crews and as a wilderness ranger. Get-
ting to know grizzly bear country in
Wyoming and southeast Alaska inspired
Caroline to return to school. As a gradu-
ate student in the environmental studies
program at the University of Montana,
she wrote her master's thesis on bear and
human encounters.

Her work with NOLS began in 1985,
and led to lots of mountaineering opportu-
nities, including being the first woman to
climb the northwest buttress of Denali,
also known as Mt. McKinley. Caroline's

first introduction to
Paonia came when she
and Mary Moran, a for-
mer HCN intern and
staffer, led students
enrolled in Earlham
College's course-on-
wheels. called South-
west Field Studies. For
four years the course
included a get-together
with HCN staff.

End of the
road

Speaking of Earl-
ham, 14 students in this
year's mobile class-
room just passed
through Paonia. Instruc-
tors Mary Moran and
Willie Williams like to
end the course near the
headwaters of the Col-
orado River, a water-
shed the students have
been studying and trav-
eling along for most of
their two and a half
months on the road.

After an evening
potluck withHCN staffers, the students
also got a Sunday morning introduction to
the paper, a tour of the office and talksby
reporter Steve Hinchman and editor Betsy
Marston. Students James M. Hinkley,
Sarah Krietzman, Peter Badra, Gretchen
Feiss, KenRosenberg, Jerel Walden, Leif
Richardson. Mina Khoii, Ben Balivet,
Susie Jackson, Andrew Rubin, Kelly
Miller, Yuri Kimura and Erik Murdock
came mostly from the Midwest and East,
and for many the course was their intro-
duction to theWest.

Visitors

New intern Caroline Byrd
Cindy Wehling

The erratic spring weather has
brought out lots of visitors to Paonia.
Mike Dennison, the new AP writer
assigned to Grand Junction, Colo.,
dropped in to write a short feature on the
newspaper. Mike had worked for a daily
newspaper in Montana.

Long-time readers Gene and Margo
Lorig from Eagle, Colorado, came
through to see their son, David, who
bought a house in Paonia. Lynda Alfred,
a former HeN intern who is an organizer
for Western Colorado Congress in near-

by Montrose, stopped
by on her way to
Steamboat Springs,
and Mel Mayer of San
Francisco came by on
his way to a skiing
vacation in Telluride.
Ray Miller, a back-
country ranger at Mt.
Rainier. dropped in
before visiting Tara
Miller and Sam
Brown, potters and
avid gardeners on
Lamborn Mesa just
above Paonia. A week
later, we heard Sam
Brown's letter about
the presidential cam-
paign read on National
Public Radio'sAIl
Things Considered.

Miles Hemstrom,
formerly of Eugene,
Oregon, and now a
resident of Evergreen.
Colorado, toured the
office recently with his
daughter Cassie, 10 (or
11). Miles, who is
group leader of "ecolo·
gy, silviculture and

Cindy Wehling
AP reporter Mike Dennison stands in front of the first
Issue of HighCountry News, dated]an. 30, 1970

inventory for the Rocky Mountain
region," was visiting family in Paonia
and Olathe.

John Stednick, a natural resources
professor at Colorado State University,
came by after a hike through Canyon.
lands National Park with four children.

We heard from former intern and
reporter Mark Harvey of Aspen, who is
working in Chile for the National Out:
door Leadership School. He says he has
travelled up and down Patagonia, fmding
unspoiled country loaded with good trout
fishing, hiking and kayaking.

Other visitors included Peter Holter
of Durango, Colo., and prospective intern
Julie Carey of Boulder, who is presently
working with Buzzworm magazine.

Shelley Vidal of Austin, Texas, and
Melissa Palmer of Houston came by to
subscribe. The sisters, who graduated
from Paonia High School a few years
ago, were in town to visit their parents,
Jack and Charlene Gillespie. Shelley
works for Texas state comptroller John
Sharp. It was Sharp who received 40,000
"applications" for Texas state citizenship
after Doonesbury spoofed Pres. Bush's
tax residency in the Lone Star state.
Sharp good naturedly sent out 40,000
certificates of residency, and included on
them an appeal for contributions to one
of his favorite charities: The Center for
Battered Women in Austin, Texas.

Subscriber Albert Newman of
Flagstaff writes to say that while HCN
failed to discover how much the heads of
groups such as the National Coal Associ-
ation make, the word is out on
Louisiana-Pacific head Harry Merlo:
$100,000 per week, or $20,000 per day.

,,

Odds and ends

How Not To Be Cowed, one of three
books reviewed by Ed Marston in the
last issue, is available from the Southern
Utah Wilderness Alliance. 1471 S. 1100
E., Salt Lake City, UT 84105 for $3.

Former High Country Foundation
board member John Driscoll has decided
that, after II years on the Montana Pub-
lic Service Commission, he will not seek
reelection. His decision came soon ~er
he concluded it was time to resign from
the Montana National Guard. "I found
myself saying, 'The war is over, the
hwnan spirit won." In his letter, John
says he has not decided what to do next.

- Ed Marston and Betsy Marston
for the staff

'00
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Forest Service may scuttle its appeals process
A Forest Service proposal to elimi-

nate appeals to timber sales, oil and gas
leases and grazing leases has received
quick and angry criticism from environ-
mental groups.

The proposal would change the
structure of public involvement in
national forest operations by limiting
public participation to a 30-day comment
period before any decision is made. If
people are unhappy with the Forest Ser-
vice's decision, their only recourse is to
take the agency to court. The proposal
was published March 26 in the Federal
Register, and the Forest Service will take
comments until April 27. Then the agen-
cy Wlll announce whether it is adopting
, the proposal or continuing its appeal pro-
cess.

Agriculture Department Secretary
Edward Madigan announced the propos-
al March 19 as part of a package
designed to reduce "regulatory burdens"
and improve USDA service. The Forest
Service is an agency within the Agricul-
ture Department. Forest Service Chief
Dale Robertson recently blamed the bur-
den of too many appeals for his agency's
inability to deliver timber earmarked in
forest plans to logging companies, the
Billings Gazelle reported. The proposal
would eliminate all appeals, but so far
the criticism has focused on timber sales.

Critics charge that the Forest Ser-
vice breaks the law, in many cases, by
promising more timber to logging com-

panies than is healthy for forest ecosys-
tems.

Their successful appeals are "a
tacit admission of guilt by the Forest
Service," said John Wright, executive
director of American Wildlands, a Boze-
man, Mont-based non-profit group with
2,000 members. "If administrative
appeals are inflicting gridlock upon the
Forest Service it is because the Forest
Service is routinely failing to comply
with law or regulations." About 80 per-
cent of the sales and leases his group has
appealed have been reworked or with-
drawn, Wright said.

If the Forest Service eliminates the
appeal process, "it's son of 'do not pass
go, go straight to court,' " Wright said.

The Forest Service has tried to pre-
sent its proposal as a swap, but the com-
ment periods that the agency says will
involve people earlier - at a less con-
frontational state - already exist,
Wright said. "We just lost our one mean-
ingful opportunity to have some say in
the process."

Currently, if the Forest Service
decides to sell timber in a certain area, it
conducts a "seeping" process during
which it solicits public opinion to identi-
fy issues. If concems are brought up, the
agency may write 'a draft environmental
assessment or a draft environmental
impact statement, which anybody can
comment on. Then a fmal environmental
analysis or full EIS is written, and the

agency issues what is called a decision
notice, which can be appealed.

The public isn't gaining anything
with the agency's proposal, said Kevin
Kirchner, an attorney with the Sierra
Club Legal Defense Fund in Washing-
ton, D.C. "I think it's the direction the
Forest Service has been heading ... away
from open and democratic involvement
in a decision."

He called the agency's actions over
the past five years a "shell game," recall-
ing that in 1987, the agency said people
should no longer challenge the broad,
long-term management documents called'
management plans that set a forest's
course for the next decade. Instead, citi-
zens should challenge each timber sale
or lease. Now the agency says "those
dissatisfied with Forest Service decisions
may sue the government."

Environmental groups in the West
say the proposal is an election-year tactic
by the Bush administration to keep cut-
ting trees and maintain support from the
timber industry, the Billings Gazelle
reported. .

The timber industry supports the
proposal. One trade group, the Inter-
mountain Forest Industry Association,
called the proposal "much needed and
long overdue.'

But the proposal comes at a time
when critics, even within the agency, say
the Forest Service is cutting too many
trees. A panel of congressionally

Group plans to fight large Idaho timber cut
With the Boise National Forest

proposing to cut more than 200 million
board-feet of timber over the next five
years, and with more than half that slated
for roadless areas, environmentalists
decided to fonn a group called the Boise
Forest Watch.

Impetus for formation of the group
also came from an anonymous letter
mailed to the Idaho Conservation
League. Accompanied by internal Forest
Service memos, the letter said: "I des-
perately need your help ... The cutting is
.planned in some old-growth timber
stands, in roadless areas, in areas that are
not able to grow back ... The Forest Ser-
vice has already made the decision to cut
these trees ... The time schedule does not
allow us to do any field work ... Please
get involved in what's happening before
it's tOO late ..."

Nancy Tyler, who'works full time as
assistant director of the Mountain States
Surgery Center in Boise, became coordi-
nator of the Boise Watch Group. "Our
concern is that they are pushing a lot of
timber sales at us at once (and) we are
having difficulty getting information,"
she says.

According to Tyler, three proposed
cuts are of immediate concern. One is
the Logging Gulch cut of 8 million
board-feet, a third of which would come
from the 40,OOO-acreBreadwinner road-
less area It has been proposed for desig-
nation for wilderness by the Idaho chap-
ter of The Wilderness Society. The near-
est roadless area to Boise, the Breadwin-
ner area is "enormously popular with the
hunting, fishing and packing public,"
says Craig Gehrke, a staffer with The
Wilderness Society .:

According to the Idaho Fish and
Game Department, the Breadwinner
Area is also one of the most important

lie lands director
for the.Idaho Con-
servation League,
environmentalists
may have to sue if
the Forest Service
tries to make
some salvage
sales non-appeal-
able.

So far, no
recent appeals of
proposed cuts on
the Boise National
Forest have been
filed. McLaud
says that may
change. On the
n e i'g h b o r in g
Payette National
Forest, over 10
million board-feet
of timber on eight
separate sales are
currently tied up

in appeals, including 18.8 million on
Grade/Dukes and 6 million on
Deep/Copper, the first two proposed
sales in roadless areas on the Payette.

A recent decision by the Washing-
ton, D.C., Forest Service office has
given additional strength to the Payette
appeals filed by the ranchers, irrigators
and environmentalists.

Issued by David Unger, assistant to
Forest Service Chief Dale Robertson, the
decision confrrmed that the Payette For-
est must prepare a new study for the
Grade/Dukes sale and a new Record of
Decision.

Dale Schicketanz

hunting areas in the state. "It is extreme-
ly important for elk, mule deer, black
bear and mountain lion ... We remain
concerned with incursions into the road-
less area," says the state agency's Stacy
Gebhards.

Other areas of concern are the Hot
Horse Salvage Cut, which includes parts
of three roadless areas, and the proposed
Cache Creek Salvage Cut in Bear Val-
ley, an area of critical habitat for both
wolves and salmon.

Larry McLaud, a member of the
Boise Watch Group, says he is also con-
cerned about salvage sales of dead or
diseased timber. "An attempt is being
made to make these salvage cuts non-
appealable, even though they cut into
roadless and old-growth areas," he says.

According to Mike Medberry, pub-

-Kathleen Menke

The writer lives in McCall, Idaho.

appointed scientists told a U.S. House
Appropriations Subcommittee on the
Interior that the agency overestimates
potential harvests in the Northwest by as
much as 20 percent. And a Forest Ser-
vice mapper in Montana said the agency
plots trees on its computers where
clearcuts already have removed all trees
(see Hotline, below).

Last autumn, Northern Rockies
Regional Forester John Mumma testified
before Congress that political pressure to
meet unrealistic timber targets on 13
national forests in Montana, Idaho,
North Dakota and South Dakota forced
him to resign (HeN, 9/23/91).

The agency says the appeal process
is outdated because the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act, the National For-
est Management Act and "other laws"
provide for public participation in public
land management decisions. But, across
the Northwest, the Forest Service has
been accused of ignoring the laws to
accommodate lumber mills who say jobs
are at stake, the Biliings Gazette repon-
ed.

The appeal process is not required
by any law, the agency notes in its brief-
ing paper on the proposal, and Congress
has no say over the change. If Congress
opposes the proposal, Kirchner said, .the
agency could hack off. But it could also
ignore Congress and eliminate the
appeals altogether.

-Melinda Merriam, HCN intern

I I

Agency counts
phantom trees

The Forest Service consistently
overestimates the number of trees in its
forests, critics recently told a U.S.
House Appropriations Subcommittee on
the Interior. "Phantom trees" are plotted
on computer maps even though clearcut-
ting stripped the land years ago, said
LeRoy Lee, a mapper for the Forest Ser-
vice in Montana. The result Because the
Forest Service counts more trees than
exist, logging targets are inflated. In a
forest near the Idaho and Canada bor-
ders, nearly three-quarters of the
clearcut land is recorded by the Forest
Service as"mature" trees, Lee told AP.
"Forest plans are a political fantasy, not
reality. The timber targets on many
forests were politically generated due to
lobbying pressure from the timber
industry ," said AI Isaacson, a scientist
who worked 23 years for the Forest Ser-
vice. Isaacson is now a member of the
Western Ancient Forest Campaign,
which Urged the subcommittee to with-
hold Forest Service funding for logging.
Last year, a panel of scientists appointed
by Congress expressed concern about
discrepancies between forest-manage-
ment plans and what was actually on the
ground in the Pacific Northwest. The
panel charged that the Forest' Service
overestimated potential harvests by as
much as 20 percent.
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HOTLINE
Federal court fines L-P

Local environmentalists failed, the
federal government failed, and the state
failed. But four families who were neigh-
bors to Louisiana-Paciflc's Olathe, Colo.,
waferboard plant finally won. A federal
jury awarded the families $2.3 million in
damages because factory smoke polluted
the air around their homes. Before aban-
doning their homes, the families lived
within 1,400 feet of the plant, which
opened in 1984. In their suit filed against
L-P in 1987, they complained of dizziness,
headaches and respiratory infections,
which they said were caused by fonnalde-
hyde and other toxic emissions from the
plant. "Our intention was never to sue. I
thought it would be pointless," said Mar-
garet Orjias. "But the state health depart-
ment told us that it had no laws to protect
us against formaldehyde, so our only
option was a lawsuit." This month a U.S.
District Court jury in Denver found L-P
was negligent, committed fraud, wantonly
disregarded the rights of the families and
created a nuisance, said Kevin Hannon, the
families' attorney. However, Keith Clif-
ford, one of the company's attorneys, was
pleased that the jury awarded nothing for
physical damages. "This verdict is consis-
lent with what Louisiana-Pacific has said,"
Clifford told the Grand Junction Daily
Seminal. "There isn't any ill-health effect"
from the plant. Environmentalists who
had protested for years about L-P's disre-
gard for air quality and worker safety wel-
comed the verdict. "That ought to shake
some people up," said Marv Ballantyne, a
member of Western Colorado Congress's
toxics committee.

Traffic in Idaho
wilderness appealed

The Idaho Conservation League has
appealed a recent Forest Service decision
that allows snowmobiles, trail bikes and
other off-road vehicles to drive through
proposed wilderness areas in the Challis
National Forest According to ICL's Mike
Medberry, the forest's management plan
expressly excluded motorized vehicles
from areas that Congress might designate
as wilderness. But the Challis National
Forest annended its forest plan to "placate"
groups favoring motor-vehicle recreation,
he says. Assistant forest planner Bob Gian-
niny disagrees. He says a consensus deci-
sion was reached through negotiations of
many groups ranging from environmental-
ists to motorcyclists. Medberry says the
ICL appeal is now in the hands of the
regional forester.

A petition for
emergency help

Three conservation groups have peti-
tioned the Department of the Interior for
emergency listing of the southwest willow
flycatcher. They say the binls' population
has drastically declined in the past few
years because of overgrazingand dam con-
struction. The flycatcher, which nests in
mature cottonwood-willow forests along
slow-moving watercourses, is already listed
as endangered by the Califoruia, Arizona
and New Mexico departments of game and
fish. In 1987, Only 500 psirs of southwest
willow flycatchers remained in about 41
different locations, according to Phillip
Unitt, an Arizona ornithologist.But he esti-
mates that no more than 300 pairs are now
alive. Kieran Suckling, a field researcher
who is one of three individualspetitioning
the Interior Department, says he doesn't
doubt the flycatcher will be listed. The big
battle, he predicts, will he over what gets
designated critical habitat

~ , ,.,.. " . ,.

Protesters hope to bury nuclear testing
Last November, Paiute Indian Dolly

Big Soldier was arrested at the Nevada
Test Site, 160 miles northwest of her
home on the Shivwits reservation in
southwestern Utah. Big Soldier was
there protesting the underground testing
of nuclear bombs because she helieves
the tests have caused ilInesses among the
families in her tribe. .'

In April, Big Soldier plans to return
to the test site, but this time she hopes to
be joined by thousands of activists from
around the country. Beginning April 10,
a coalition of peace activists, environ-
mentalists and Native Americans plans
to gather at the test site for 10 days of
music, speeches and non-violent protest.
Their goal is a comprehensive test ban
outlawing all nuclear bomb tests in the
United States.

"We're at a point where we need to
spark the imagination of the American
people," says John Quigley, director of
Earth Day International, a sponsor of the, .
event. "We ,hope to ... push the Issue
over the top."

Since the test site opened in 1951,
the Department of Energy has detonated
more than 710 nuclear bombs. The
largest was 150 kilotons, 10 times more
destructive than the bomb the United
States dropped on Hiroshima. Since the
limited test ban' treaty of 1963, nuclear
testing has taken place underground. The
Department of Energy' monitors bomb
tests and says radiation leaks are almost
non-existent. One that got away, howev-
er, occurred in December 1970, when
, the "Banebury" test spewed a cloud of
radiation dust 10,000 feet into the atmo-
sphere. The DOE says no people or live-
stock were harmed.

Since the Banebury test, DOE has
reported four releases of radiation that it
says did not threaten the public's health.

Citizen Alert, a grass-roots watch-
dog group in Nevada, disagrees. It says
evidence exists that more than half of all
underground tests have leaked radiation
into the atmosphere and that groundwa-
ter at the Nevada Test Site has been con-
taminated,

Although anti-nuclear activists have
targeted the Nevada Test Site for
decades, the end of the cold war is giv-
ing their cause added momentum. The
Soviet Union closed its test site in the
republic of Kazakhstan in 1989 after
massive public protests by the Kazakh
people. The U.S. Congress has respond-
ed by introducing legislation that would
freeze U.S. testing for one year unless
the former Soviet Union or its successor
republics resume. testing. The Nuclear
Testing Moratorium Act (HR 3636),
introduced last October by House Major-
ity Leader Richard Gephardt, D-Mo.,
and Rep. Mike Koperski, D-Ore., is now
supported by 177 members of the U.S.
House of Representatives.

There is international momentum as
well. Last January, the United Nations
hosted a conference on a comprehensive
nuclear test ban, a move supported by
the former Soviet Union and 117 other
nations, But the United States and Great
Britain blocked the expansion of the lim-
ited test ban.

Nevadans remain divided on a
nuclear test ban. Gov. Bob Miller says
the test site is important for national
security and southern Nevada's econo-
my, according to his press secretary,
Mike Campbell. The test site has an
annual budget of about $ 1.2 billion and
employs approximately 8,100 Nevadans.

Many of the state's Native Ameri-
cans take a different view. Nuclear pow-
ers, including the United States, have

U.S. Department of Energy/Johnson Controls World Services
The 1970 Banebury underground nuclear test raised a cloud of radioactive
dust that reached 10,000 feet above the surface

consistently chosen native people's lands
to test bombs, says Sue Navy, an orga-
nizer with the California-based lOOth
Monkey Project to stop nuclear testing.
"The Soviets tested on the Kazalths, the
French on Polynesians, while the U.S.
and Great Britain continue to test on
Western Shoshone land," she says.

Many Western Shoshone continue
to battle for ownership of the 1,350-
square-mile test site, which they believe
was illegally taken from them. The treaty
of Ruby Valley, signed on Oct. I, 1863,
and ratified by Congress, grants the gov-
ernment and settlers the right to travel
through Shoshone territory, yet acknowl-
edges Western Shoshone title to the land
(HeN, 12/31J')0).

.In 1972, the Indian Claims Commis-
sion ruled that the Western Shoshone
accepted $26 million for more than 24
million acres in Nevada, Utah, Idaho and
California. But Western Shoshone have
never taken the money, which has now
grown to more than $65 million held in
the Treasury trust.

Raymond Yowell, chief of the

Where the buffalo roam
. Cable TV magnate Ted Turner is in

desperate need of a bison-proof fence.
Turner, who lets 2,500 buffalo roam a
100,000-acre ranch in Montana, can't
keep his stock from wandering onto his
neighbors' property. The final straw
came when two of Turner's bison settled
in the middle of a road west of Bozeman
after leaving his Flying D Ranch.
Despite the ranch's electric fence, bison
have been seen wandering in winter

Western Shoshone National Council,
says that he and many tribal members
will take part in the April 10 demonstra-
tion. "It goes back to our traditional
ideas that Mother Earth is sacred, alive
in her own way," he says. "And now she
is being directly affronted by nuclear
testing. The water, air and ground are
being contaminated."

Organizers of the project have high
hopes for a large turnout, but there are
questions about whether a demonstration
is an effective means for change.

"People remember the aggressive
and sometimes violent protests of the
'60s and '70s and get scared," says Earth
Day International's Quigley. "But there
is a right time and place for a rally. If it
is timely. it has a profound effect. A
comprehensive test ban is a winnable
issue and now the climate is right."

- Beth Jacobi

The writer, a former HeN intern,
lives in Crested Butte, Colorado.

wheat, damaging property and keeping
company with neighborhood children.
Mae DeHaan, who lives near the Flying
D Ranch, told the Billings Gazette,
"They're tearing down fences like
nobody's business." Many neighbors are
concerned about the spread of brucel-
losis, al though Turner announced that he 11-
would innoculatehis bison. "He's defi-
nitely making an effort to control them,"
said Vernon Westlake, another neighbor.
"It's a question whether there's any way
to hold a large number of buffalo. I
mean, they're buffalo and if they want to
go somewhere, they go."
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In this
town,
wildlife
can
outnumber
locals

GARDINER, Mont. - Buffalo
roam Gardiner, and elk, deer and ante-
lope play in the football field.

Because some animals prefer life in
town, wildlife can outnumber the town's
750 residents. Recently, half a dozen
bull elk and dozens of mule deer grazed
lawns or cruised in front of the Town
Cafe.

Down the street, cow elk lounged
under a goal 'post at. the Gardiner High
School football field. Three bison stood
near the park gate, looking toward town,
but staying put in a field of buff-colored
grass.

The Yellowstone River runs from
the north end of Yellowstone National
Park into Gardiner, where it tumbles
between steep banks dotted with motels,
cabins and wildlife. Wintering animals
also move north, leaving the park
plateau for the Paradise Valley that
begins' at Gardiner.

A few miles from town, out of sight
of the media, park rangers and state
game wardens shot several hundred
bison this' winter after they moved onto
private land. Tbe bison were unwelcome
as possible carriers of bovine disease
(HeN,3/9/92).

One of the world's largest elk herds
draws hunters to Gardiner. They shot
about 3,000 elk in the district this sea-
son, according to the Montana Depart-
ment of Fish, Wildlife and Parks. A mid-
winter aerial survey counted 13,000 elk
from northern Yellowstone through the
Gardiner area, state wildlife biologist
Tom Lemke said.

Some elk were shot right in Gar-
diner during the fall, but the unincorpo-
rated town has since been designated a
no-hunting zone.

The large elk herd has its political
critics. Writer Alston Chase, for example,
says the Park Service has allowed the ani-
mals to dominate the park at the expense
of other animals, trees and plants.

Wildlife can be pets or pests for
Gardiner residents. Either way, animals
are important to a town that has II
motels and a dozen outfitters. Businesses
cater to tourists in summer, and to
hunters and snowmobilers in winter.

"It's like driving through a zoo on
my way to work," said Chris Wagner, a
school secretary. She watches for
wildlife while driving through the dark
valley every morning.

Gardiner schools are just across a
gravel road from the park, so the 250
students often see wildlife up close. Elk
will trot up the eart!l-sheltered sides of
the school building and stare in class-
room windows, Wagner said.

Antelope sometimes stay on the
football field during games, Wagner
said. The animals prefer the end of the
field, away from the action, and move
from side to side to avoid the players.

Bison arrive later than antelope and
may stay until the spring sports season..

Bull elk strolls through Gardiner, Montana Bob Zellar

"Last year our javelin throwers were run
off by the buffalo coming down," said
boys' track coach Ken Ballaugh. "You
don't argue with. them. We went around
the back side of the school and let them
have the football field."

Lloyd Johnson let three trophy-sized
bull elk eat a bale of hay from his pickup
truck one cloudy winter morning. But he
kept his distance from the large animals.

Johnson, 28, lives in a log cabin that
clings to the bank of the Yellowstone

nmning battle with the animals.
He has had to shroud the Flamingo's

shrubs with green netting and place
chicken wire around evergreens that hug
the motel porch. Still, the coverings
don't protect against elk or bison, Rein-
hardt said.

''The other day there must have been
a hundred head of elk lying on the
lawn," he said. "They don't bother me
down there, but when they come up and
start eating my good trees, then they're
in trouble,"

Sunflower seeds and crabapples
attract wildlife to Don Laubach's lawn.
For hunters, Laubach makes thousands
of elk calls a year at E.L.K. Inc. He is a
hunter and a bird lover.

"First I had a bird feeder at eye level
to a deer," Lau bach said. "As the deer
found it, I had to raise it up. The elk
found it and I had to raise it up higher.
The deer and elk would eat the shells.
Then they found out about the seeds and
really went for them." Elk tipped over
bird feeders to get the seeds out, he said.

A flowering crabapple tree in his
front yard has no branches lower than
eight feet, about the height of a bull elk's
antlers, with which the animals shake the
fruit down.

Because a few bull elk spend the
entire winter in Gardiner and return
every year, Laubach said, local people
have named a couple of them. "Bones"
sometimes looks "like a rack of bones,"
but somehow survives the winter.

Last Christmas, "Charlie" tangled
with a string of twinkle lights from a
holiday display. He wore the lights for
days before finally freeing himself.
Charlie the elk managed to drop off the
lights at Laubach's home.

- Pat Bellinghausen

River. The son of outfitters, he works for
the family business, too. But the elk in
his yard have become more like pets
than big game.

"They kind of live here off and on,"
Johnson said, while a seven-point bull
stood beside his woodpile. "They're kind
of pets, big friends. I had a bale of hay,
so I let them eat it."

Karl Reinhardt, owner of the
Flamingo Motor Lodge for IO years,
enjoys watching wildlife but also fights a

The writer works for the Billings
Gazellein Montana,

Bob Zellar
Elk seem oblivious to a statue of the growling Gardiner school mascot
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Bruneau, Idaho

For timely warnings,
read High Country News

-D-O;;~~;~;-.-$i4--------------:0O;;;;~~;'-i~;#~~i~;-.-$34-----------
o Two years - $4Z *0 Two years, institution -$60
·Institution~ rate applies .to s~bscriptions paid for with a business, government, or other organization
check. Public and schoollibranes may subscribe at the $24 rate. .

o My check is enclosed, or, 0 Please bill me, or, 0 charge my credi; card

o Visa 0 MasterCard: acct. no.
Expiration dale Signature __ '--- ----: _

Name ----'-----

Address
City, State, Zip

Please mail to: HeN, Box 1090, Paonia, CO 81428

HIGH COUNIRY NEWS classified ads cost 30
cents per word, $5 minimum. Display ads 4 col-
umn inches or less are SIO/coi. inch if camera-
ready: $15/col. inch if we make up. Larger dis-
play ads are $30 or $35/001.inch. We reserve the
right to screen all ads. Send your ad with pay-
ment to: HCN, Box 1000, Paonia, ill 81428, or
call 303/527 4898 formore information.

AN "APPLIED FLUVIAL GEOMORPHOL-
OGY" shortcourse taught by Dave Rosgen
will be offered in Pagosa Springs, Colorado.
the weeks of May 4-8, June 15-19, July 20-
24 and Oct. 12-16. The 'course focus will
emphasize fundamental principles of rivers,
natural stability, restoration, habitat improve-
ment, riparian management, etc. For more
information contact Dave Rosgen, 1 Stevens
Lake Road, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147,
303/7314424. (lx6p)

VEGETARJAN, ANIMAL RIGHTS, envi-
ronmental message Tcshirts, long sleeves and
sweatshirts, including 100 percent organical-
ly grown, unbleached cotton! Dozens of
unique, thought-provoking designs! Call
212/663-6991 or write for FREE CATA-
LOG: GLOBAL VJSJON, P.O. Box 3338-
HCN, Secaucus, NJ 07096. (2x5p)

WE DON'T SEND JUNK MAIL!
We would like you to know about our

environmentaUy sound products
but you'D have to caIl or wrihl us,

*TREECYCLE
RECYC.ED MPER
-fk p(J,v 1otIf,;"0/"7

P.o. Box 50llli Bozeman, MT 59717
(406) 5ll1i-5287

SECLUDED CABJN FOR RENT, adjacent
to Wasatch National Forest, 6,800 feet eleva-
tion, sedan access, 750 sq. ft., sleeps 4, wood
heat and cook stove, hot/cold water, kerosene
lamps, one hour east of Salt Lake City. 1-
800/225-0218. (4x6p)

PROFESSJONAL TRAJL CONSTRUC-
TION and design. We have done new con-
struction, reconstruction and trail design for
11 years. Hundreds of miles of experience.
Bonded. Wolfe Construction, Box 697,
Ophir, CO 81426, 303/728-3735. (3x4p)

YOU CAN SAVE RIVERS and have fun!
Learn to guide the whitewaters. June 13-14
and 20-28 (application deadline: May 29) or
Aug. 1-2 and 8-16 (deadline July 17). For
information and application guidelines con-
tact: Friends of the River Rafting Chapter at
916/621-2126, or write F.O.R. Rafting Chap-
ter, Guide Training, P.O. Box 558, Lotus, CA
95651. (lx6b)

LAND LETTER ... the newsletter for natural
resource professionals. Special introductory
offer. Write 1800 N. Kent St., Suite 1120,
Arlington, VA 22209 or call 703/525-6300.
(24xlp)

NO BOUNDARIES
a Youth Leadership
Program. Nine-day
outdoor adventure
program for high
sdlooI sbJdents. "
Includes: Outdoor team- ""'4f,
building initiatives, rock- ~l

climbing and rappeling, canoeing, whitewater
river rafting, mountain backpacking and camping.
and a peak climb. Each program has a "solo
experience" and a mini-marathon; all aimed at
empowering the students and achieving goals of
personal growth, enhanced self-awareness and
inaeased self-esteem.

FOf' your free brochure. write:

FOUR CORNERS CENTER
FOR EXPE1UENl1AL LEARNING, LTD.

1760 Broadway
Grand Junction, CO 81503

(303) 858-3607

Vol. 24 #6

High Country News -April 6, 199Z - 7

CHAPTER ORGANJZER/DEVELOPER,.
Association of Forest Service Employees for
Environmental Ethics, Eugene, Oreg.
AFSEEE is seeking a creative, energetic per-
son to fill this full-time position. The orga-
nizer will help establish, organize, develop
and maintain chapters nationwide, while
helping recruit new members. Although
based in Eugene, the position involves 50-75
percent travel. Grass-roots organizing experi-
ence essential, U.S. Forest Service or natural
resource experience helpful. Salary $18·-
21,000 (DOQ), excellent benefits. Close
April IS, 1992. Send letter of interest,
resume, writing sample and references, in
confidence, to: AFSEEE·Job Opening, P.O.
Box 11615, Eugene, OR 97440. (2x5b)

PUBLIC JNTEREST SCIENTIST: The Envi-
ronmental Studies Program is an interdisci-
plinary graduate program offering an M.S.
degree to 80 students. The program seeks
applications for a visiting assistant professor,
fall 1992. The position could become
tenurable after one year. Principal teaching
duties are at the graduate level, primarily
seminars. Student advising and directing pro-
fessional papers/theses work are major
responsibilities. We are seeking a public
interest scientist with a Ph.D. degree and
three years' full-time work with public inter-
est-environmental organizations. Applicant
must have a demonstrated record of public
interest writing and research; prefer experi-
ence in fund-raising, international work and
media presentation. Salary low 30s. Send let-
ter of application, resume, three letters of rec-
ommendation, a writing sample, college tran-
scripts and teaching evaluations (if available)
to: Search Committee, Environmental Studies
Program, Rankin Hall, The University of
Montana, Missoula, MT 59812-1084. A
review of applications will begin April 20,
1992, until position is filled. An EEO/AA
employer. (2x6b) .

:;;
E
~
E
F

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY CATALOO for
remote homes. Solar electric, wind, hydro-
electric generators, wood-fired hot rubs, corn-
posting toilets and more. $2.50, refundable
with order. Yellow Jacket Solar, Box 60H,
Lewis, CO 81327. (6xlp)

OUTDOOR SINGLES NETWORK, bi-
monthly newsletter, ages 19-90, no forwarding
fees, $18/1·year, $4/trial issue-information.
OSN-HCN, P.O. Box 2031, McCall, ill83638. CARETAKER WJTH OWN JNCOME for

high mountain ranch. Send references to:
Wilson, Box 215, EI Rito, NM 87530. (3x4p)TilE CANYON COUNTRY

ZEPHYR
r'o10 \~ IIT\,j YOUR OWN PART/FULL-TIME BUSI·

NESS, with integrity and conscience. 100
percent guaranteed nutritional products. Call
303/440-6722 in Boulder/Denver area, 1-
800/336-6956 long distance. (lOx2p)

Is Moab, Utah the mountain bib apilal of the
world? Is IlOUthem Utlh about to experience
another mining boom? Is the (31\)'011 country
going to hell In a hand basket? Or are we

simply "adjusting" to the t1meI we live In? .
You may not find aU the anlIwerti In the
Zephyr, b.lt you'll find il variety of opinions.

News, Interviews, humor, history, cartoons, ud

~re.
CYCLONE RANCH

A VERy pRIVATE MOUNTAIN
RECREATION RANCH. ane beautiful,
1.212-acre block of land at a pleasant 8,000 feet
against national forest near Steamboat Springs.
Year-round access, dynamite views, lake site,
outstanding log lodge looks like the Pondef'088,
hydropower, trout river, wildlife, aspen & spruce,
irrigated meadows, Jetport nearby. Treece Land

Sales, Jack Treece. Ph. 303-243-4170

UNFORGETTABLE
ADVENl'URE ON HORSEBACK

i Co CONQUISTADOR
."" RIDES. - Explore
fr, spectacular, remote
':;;;;[and scenic western
Colorado and the
Four Corners area
on Paso horses. T-shirts

• Riding'lessons

• Small groups (up to 8 people)

• low-impact camping techniques

• Exciting variety of outdoor activities

Medium - Large - Extra Large
Blue on Off-White

$12.00
A T-shirt purchase is an automatic
membership in the Great Old Broads

for Wilderness. Suggested annual dues of
$15.00 is appreciated, but not required.

Ride one of our Paso horses
or bring your own horse.

For free brochuro, writs:
FOUR. 00IlNEK I!XPI!IlIENDAL I.I'ARNING, lID

·CONQ~RRIDES"
1760 BroactNay

Grand Junction, CO 81503
(303) 858-3607

P.O. Box 520307
Salt Lake City, UT 84152·0307

(801) 539·8208

Hear experts on fronfie'r life,
Indi.ans, the railroad, ranching

& western literature

Floar the Green River
Ride the U.P. ··Railroad
w.alk the Oregon Trail

WILDERNESS
AS PASSAGE
to provJdr peoplr with th~
opportunity to ~J(/Hr/rnu

and dlscov~ their

r~/atlonshlp to

tMmSftVrSI othrnl
and th~ earth.

Western
if ':{ifill!feflm:.e

june 21 - 26, 1992"Vision Qurst "WonH'n's Week
"Men's Wee. "Vacation
"Survival & Nature Awaren~s
"PrlmJtlve 5.lIIs and Crafts

COLORADO WEEKEND MAY 15·17

ANTELOPE RETREAT CENTER
P.O. Box 166 Savery, Wyoming 82332
(307) 3B3-2625
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The Road to
Jellystone lay to
the north. The lure
of the highway
whispered erotic metaphor.
I grew strong. I gave in.
I grew strong again.

Glowing like piles of
nuclear waste, the wildlife
was at the very edge of the
roadway. Laughing and shooting
at relatively low shutter
speeds could have been
disastrous, but I persisted.

Stephen Collector,
photographer
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Clockwise from lower left:
Antelope Twilight at the
Power station, Lander, wyo.;
Whiskey Mountain, Dubois, Wyo.;
Grizzly Bear Near Motel Court,
Dubois, Wyo.; First Big Game
is spotted, Lander, wyo.;
Combination Big Game Plate,
Dubois, wyo.; Unsuspecting
Woman & Trophy Rooster, Las
Vegas, Nev.; Bear Panicking
Greyhound, Las Vegas, Nev.
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The newest big development project in Las Vegas is MGM'sGrand Hotel and Hollywood theme park/casino

Water forces Vegas to choose:

Gaming town or suburb of Los Angeles
____ by Jon Christensen

......... : AS VEGAS, Nev. - The
boom has gone bust here in the city that
never sleeps. Until recently, Las Vegas
appeared to be thriving on its unique
brand of illusion, while the rest of the
country wallowed in a deepening reces-
sion. Now hard times have come to Glit-
ter Gulch and the Strip, too, once
thought immune to economic doldrums.

The question is whether the slow-
down will slacken this city's seemingly

insatiable thirst for water. Two years
ago, the Las Vegas Valley Water District
staked claims to nearly all the unappro-
priated groundwater in a 20,DOO-square-
mile area of southern and central Neva-
da. The city also sought any unclaimed
water in the Virgin River. Without new
water, district officials warned, growth
in Las Vegas would halt. To back up the
threat, the water district imposed a mora-
torium on providing water to new devel-
opments.

Then the bad economic news hit
home. Late last year, gambling revenues
tumbled by up to 12 percent in Las
Vegas and 6 percent statewide. Casinos
in downtown Las Vegas, Reno and Car-
son City sought protection from credi-
tors. The number of new jobs created in

Clark County fell to a dismal 100 last
year compared to more than 36,000 the
year before.

Along the fabled Strip, worries
about "over-capacity" are now heard,
even as ground is broken for what will
be the world's largest hotel when it
opens next year. Billionaire Kirk Kerko-
rian's MGM Grand Hotel and Theme
Park - a populist "Wizard of Oz" fanta-
sy, yellow brick road and all - will be
followed shortly by two more billion-
dollar-plus projects, a "Treasure Island"
theme park by Mirage Resorts and a 30-
story pyramid from Circus Circus, which
kicked off the latest theme-park trend
only two years ago with the Excalibur, a
Disney-style medieval concoction with
jousting, banquets and arcades.

The quest for the next great attrac-
tion - casino theme parks to which
baby boomers and high rollers can bring
the whole family - has driven casino
capital costs sky high. And the shakeout
of smaller, debt-ridden properties has
just begun.

Meanwhile, the city of Las Vegas
and Clark County have been struggling
to catch up with the population explo-
sion that brought up to 6,000 new resi-
dents a month to Las Vegas in 1989.
Roads, water mains, sewers and schools
have lagged far behind the housing
developments that have bloomed like
wildflowers after a downpour in the sur-
rounding desert,

Because tile economic engine of Las
Vegas drives the state, its problems

Las Vegas seeks watery jackpot in northern Nevada
Created by a vote of city residents

in 1948 to take over a chaotic
system of private wells and

water companies and to tap Lake Mead
to supply future growth, the Las Vegas
Valley Water District has a history of
securing new water sources just as
existing supplies are about to run out.

The district supplies 600,000 resi-
dents, plus more than 20 million visi-
tors each year in Las Vegas and the
unincorporated areas of Searchlight,
Jean and Kyle Canyon. Houses are 80
percent of the customers and they use
roughly 80 percent of the water - 60
percent is used for landscaping, mostly
lawns. The other 20 percent of the cus-
tomers are businesses, industries, and
hotels and casinos.

The water district earned $69 mil-
lion last year, according to finance
director Cary Casey, while expenses
totaled $79 million, reflecting spending
of capital accumulated during the boom
years of the late 1980s. The district has
four potential sources of revenues to
fund expansion: connection charges,
water rates, voter-approved tax assess-
ments and bonds.

Florence Jiu of the public services
department says about half the district's
450 employees work on the water sys-
tem, constructing, installing and repair-
ing water mains, branch lines and
meters. Others work at district head-
quarters, where customer service,
billing, finance and public relations
take place, along with research, design,
engineering and planning. The research
and resources departments are charged
.with finding more water for Las Vegas.

The Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict dubbed its controversial
water-importation project the

"Cooperative Water Project" long after
opponents labeled it a "water grab."

The project was conceived in
secrecy and launched without fanfare
on Oct. 17, 1989, when the water dis-
trict filed 146 applications with the
Nevada State Engineer.

The applications were for 805,000
acre-feet of groundwater from 26 valleys
north of Las Vegas. At the same time, the
district filed on 60,000 acre-feet of Vir-
gin River water. An acre-foot of water
can supply one family for a year.

.

-

The district estimated the perennial
yield of the groundwater basins at
around 250,000 acre-feet, but it claimed
much more, so as to be first in line for
any unappropriated water found in the
area. Since then, the district has offered
to drop 25 applications in environmen-
tally sensitive locations, such as Mead-
ow Valley Wash, White River and
Pahranagat Valley. Although its appli-
cations still total 752,000 acre-feet, the
district now expects to get only 180,000
acre-feet annually from the project
"More applications could be dropped,"
says liu, "but we don't know anything
yet:'

The price tag for the Cooperative
Water Project is now estimated at $2
billion. The official timeline shows fed-
eral environmental studies, state water
hearings and the federal environmental
analysis process running through the
year 2005. Construction will begin then
and water will flow in the pipeline by
2007. By 2035 all phases of the project
are expected to be completed.

Engineers are studying the feasibil-
ity of purifying the Virgin River, which
enters Nevada after flowing through

Arizona from Utah, to get at the 60,000
acre-feet of river water that the district
has claimed. A desalination plant esti-
mated to cost $336 million would be
needed to make the water drinkable.

The water district hopes that at
least some of these new sources of
water will be available before Las
Vegas is forced to move beyond the
mainly voluntary "level I" conservation
measures now in place. Current sup-
plies are expected to last only until
2006 with minimal conservation. But
the district has no plans to implement
more stringent measures.

"We hope we don't get to that
point," says Jiu. "We don't want to
change the lifestyle of people in south-
ern Nevada. That's why we're pursuing
all these sources of water."

For more information about the
Cooperative Water Project or other
water matters in Las Vegas, contact the
Las Vegas Valley Water District, Pub-
lic Services Dept., 3700 W. CIwleston,
Las Vegas, NV 89153 (702/258-3264).

-Jon Christensen

10- High Country News - April 6; 1992
.', ' ,

, " ,



become the problems of Nevada as a
whole. Faced with shortfalls in meeting
revenue estimates that were figured dur-
ing the flush days of the boom, the state
government has had to cut $120 million
in programs, services and personnel to
make ends meet. "Less is best" has
become the new catch phrase in Nevada
government.

Second thoughts about growth are
surfacing even in Las Vegas, where
doubting the wildest dreams of specula-
tors has previously been a risky bet.
Their real estate developments helped
Las Vegas and the surrounding
metropolitan area nearly double in popu-
lation during the 1980s. But most of the

. new residents came from California.
Fleeing gridlock and other urban prob-
lems, many of them do not wish to see
Las Vegas become Los Angeles. Their
attitudes are beginning to show up in
opinion polls and at the ballot box.

In recent years, the majority of
Nevadans have swung from a "Iaissez-
faire, let the good times roll" attitude to
one strongly favoring controlled growth,
says Mike Sloan, a vice president of Cir-
cus Circus who frequently polls the pop-
ulace. The election of Don Schlesinger, a
vocal advocate of growth controls, to the
Clark County board of commissioners in
1990 signaled a shift in the politics of
growth in Las Vegas.

California will continue to influence
Nevada by sheer size. The Golden State
added 6:1 million people to its popula-
tion in the 1980s and is now home to
more than 30 million residents. During
the same period, Nevada grew from
800,000 to 1.2 million residents. Many
Nevada newcomers are "equity exiles"
who cashed out of high-priced homes in
California to buy dream homes for half
the price in a state with a constitutional
ban on income tax.

Home builders, who are relentlessly
optimistic, count on these Californians to
provide steady growth for the future.
This is one assumption that inspired and
keeps aliv~ the Las Vegas quest for
water.

n October 1989, with lightning
speed and no warning, Las Vegas
launched what has been dubbed "the
biggest water grab in the history of the
West," (HeN,5/21/90).

The Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict, run by the Clark
County commissioners,
filed applications with the
Nevada state engineer for
865,000 acre-feet of water
in the rural areas north of
the city, more than double
the county's current Col-
orado River supply. The
stage had been set earlier

• in the' year, when the
Nevada Legislature, con-
trolled by a southern urban
majority, passed changes
in state water laws. The
changes allow municipal
suppliers to hold on to
water rights indefinitely,
for future growth.

Having nearly ex-
hausted its Colorado River
allotment, the district went
after an underground
aquifer in central Nevada
and the Virgin River.

Rural opponents of the
"water grab" have com-
plained that the water
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rights application process is ruled by the
politics of chummy consensus bred by
southern Nevada's control of state gov-
ernment. The Las Vegas Valley Water
District has attempted to stifle debate
within Clark County and has kept rural
representatives from being invited to
take part in public debates and discus-,

sions, says Steve Bradhurst, the Nye
County planner who is coordinating rural
opposition to Las Vegas's plans: Brad-
hurst says the water district has operated
in a closed, secretive style. Its model for
projecting growth rates and water
demand in Las Vegas into the next cen-
tury, for example, has been unavailable

A computer-controlled volcano and waterfall highlight the Strip
las Vegas News Bureau

for public scrutiny. "Nobody can take a
look at the assumptions behind it," Brad-
hurst says.

Shortly after the Las Vegas filings,
the state engineer was inundated with a
record 3,612 protests by 900 parties,
including individuals, ranchers, environ-
mental groups, Indian tribes, and state
and federal agencies. Many were con-
cerned about wetlands and wildlife fed
by the underground aquifer, which flows
through a deep layer of carbonate rocks
underlying central Nevada to discharge
in the springs at Ash Meadows. and
Death Valley National Monument. The
aquifer has been studied extensively
because it flows under the Nevada Test
Site. But claims about its potential yield
still vary wildly.

The rural counties, however, have
been most concerned about Las Vegas
"foreclosing" on their future. "This will
ensure Clark County's control of the
state forever," warns planner Bradhurst.
"It's nothing more than de facto annexa-
tion to insure the demographic landscape
of Clark County and Nevada for years to
come."

Bradhurst cites the example of the
Delamar gold mine, which recently had
to negotiate with Clark County to secure
water rights to begin operations in Lin-
coln County. "Can you imagine?" he
asks. "Clark County now has control of

Continued on next page
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Gaming town or suburb
(Continuedfrom previous page)

the mining industry, too."
Rural residents worry that Nevada is

putting "all of its eggs in one basket -
Las Vegas," says Bradhurst. With the
help of former Arizona Gov. Bruce Bab-
bitt, rural representatives are forming a
nonprofit organization, the Coalition to
Protect Rural Water (CPR Water), that
will channel funds to rural areas fighting
to control their water. Defeating the Las
Vegas "water grab" is its first test.

Brndhurst says the rural opposition bas

a two-pronged strategy: to get the federal
agencies and Congress concerned about the
environmental costs and to get people in
Darl< County concerned about the econom-
ic costs of the project.

ince the 1930., according to
historian Eugene Moehring, Las Vegas

•••

has been shaped by the federal govern-
ment, water purveyors, and gambling. The
federal government built Hoover Dam and
the highways that brought people to the
sunbelt resort. While gambling largely
underwrote the local and state economy
and government, the federal government
also contributed to growth, with the Basic
Magnesium Industries ammunition plant.
Nellis Air Force Base, and the Nevada
Test Site. With land for development pr0-
vided by the Bureau of Land Management
- which slated all of its holdings in the
Las Vegas Valley for "disposal" - devel-

Water
project
draws fire
from many
quarters

Ifthe Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict's expansive plans become a
reality, the consequences might

extend to desert wetlands throughout
southern and eastern Nevada.

Critics say tapping a regional
aquifer in carbonate rocks could dry up
riparian zones, drive away thousands of
migratory birds and kill rare fish
species that have survived since the Ice
Age. At risk are springs, seeps, marsh-
es and streams throughout the southern
Great Basin, including Death Valley
National Monument and the Devil' s
Hole pool in Ash Meadows, Great
Basin National Park and its Lehman
Caves, the Lake Mead National Recre-
ation Area, the Desert National
Wildlife Range, Moapa National
Wildlife Refuge, and the Pahranagat
National Wildlife Refuge.

Wetlands in these places are pre-
cious because they are so rare. Accord-
ing to a report by the National Park
Service, Death Valley receives as much
as two-thirds of the water in its meager
springs from the carbonate aquifer that
underlies the southern and eastern
Great Basin. Gushing springs and lush
marshes in nearby Ash Meadows -
thought to be a principal outlet for the
entire aquifer - are home to five
endangered species, seven threatened
species and 20 species which are candi-
dates for listing.

Terry Katzer, research director for
the Las Vegas water district. disagrees
with the dismal predictions of critics.
He says the ecological effects of the
project are grossly. exaggerated. It
could take 600 to 60,000 years, Katzer
asserts, for groundwater-pumping to
affect the water seeping out at Ash
Meadows and Death Valley. And water
district director Pat Mulroy promises to
"set aside some water for environmen-
tal purposes." She claims that the pro-
ject could be beneficial to wildlife
because it will bring underground
water to the surface.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
disagrees, protesting all 146 of the Las
Vegas Valley Water District's applica-
tions. The National Park Service and
Bureau of Land Management also
protested most of the applications. The
federal agencies were joined by the

Kit Mi1ler/lighthawk
Hoover Dam blocks the flow of the Colorado River outside Las Vegas

Sierra Club, Nevada Outdoor Recre-
ation Association and Citizen Alert. All
of the protests cited lack of knowledge
about the regional carbonate aquifer.

"We really don't know what the
effects will be because no studies have
been done," says Larry Silver, an attor-
ney for the Sierra Club Legal Defense
Fund. "This is an immense project and
there have been no environmental stud-
ies done by project proponents."

The project would involve drilling
more than 100 wells, laying more than
1,000 miles of pipeline, and building
hundreds of miles of access roads. New
reservoirs also would be needed.

The state engineer has demanded
that the water district prepare an "envi-
ronmental report" before hearings on
the applications begin in November.
But critics charge the scope of the
report is too limited to fulfill the engi-
neer's duty to weigh the "public inter-
est." The report, for example, will not
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examine the impact of future growth in
Las Vegas, nor will it be subject to
public comment. The public apparently
must wait for a full-blown environmen-
tal impact statement, which will be
required before wells can be dug and
pipelines built on public land

However, the Las Vegas "water
grab" could be derailed well before
that, not by concerns about the impact
on the larger environment of the Great
Basin, but by increasing alarm in Las
Vegas about the effects of growth.
Chris Brown, southern Nevada coordi-
nator of Citizen Alert, charges that tap-
ping deep desert water could create an
"environmental catastrophe, a dust
bowl" in the rural counties. But in
opposing the project, Brown focuses
closer to home on the "unlivable" envi-
ronment that will result from doubling
or tripling the current population in the
Las Vegas Valley.

-Jon Christensen

T.",

opers worked with the county water pur-
veyor to channel growth along its ever-
extending waterworks.

Then in the 1980s, California
became the driving force, changing
southern Nevada. While the last decade
boosted Las Vegas's fortunes as never
before, its go-go philosophy is giving
way to a new mood that has crept across
the border wi th the newcomers from
California

The rapid residential growth has
also led to the possibility of a clash
between gaming and future growth.

"Las Vegas will never grow again
like it has in the past," says Circus Cir-
cus executive Mike Sloan, "because the
people who live here will not let it hap-
pen. Hey, I've lived here since the
1950s. I don't want it to look like L.A."

"We need to step back and deter-
mine what kind of valley we want to live
in 20 years from now," says Don
Schlesinger, who represents the emerg-
ing politics of Las Vegas. "We need to
find out what are the outer limits of
growth in this valley and plan for that to
occur in some kind of sensible, reason-
able manner."

Lately, Schlesinger's approach has
been supported by commissioner Karen
Hayes. And as election time approaches
for three of the seven other county com-
missioners, even the pro-growth com-
missioners have begun to change their
tunes. Clark County has finally begun
comprehensive planning, a concept that
was once alien to Las Vegas.

"Two years ago,"says Schlesinger,
"we didn't have any kind of master plans
for towns and unincorporated areas. We
have had hodgepodge growth with little
rhyme or reason. Now we finally have a
road map."

The road map includes a mass tran-
sit system funded by a tax residents
voted last year to impose on new con-
struction. Letting "growth pay for
growth" is a philosophy with more and
more adherents in Las Vegas.

The new casinos rising along the
Strip will pick up a large part of the mass
transit tab. But the gaming industry
seems increasingly reluctant to shoulder
more of the burden to pay for residential
growth. With gambling spreading like
wildfire around the country, casino exec-
utives worry about ruining the attraction
to Las Vegas.

"Things that make you look less
attractive hurt your business," says Mike
Sloan, who is a key mover in the Nevada
Resort Association, the casino industry
lobby.

'There's a growing recognition that if
we're going to let the home-building
industry just build whatever they want to
build without identifying the conse-
quences, it may come to roost on the gam-
ing industry's head," says Sloan. "We
can't stand by and let that happen. "

"The lifeblood of this community is
the gaming industry," says Don
Schlesinger. "We have to preserve an
environment that maintains our commu-
nity as a tourist destination. If tripling
the population introduces crime, pollu-
tion and traffic that diminishes our
appeal, we may be biting the hand that
feeds us."

Although casinos use only 8 percent
of the Las Vegas municipal water supply
_ compared to the 60 percent used by
people to water lawns - resort execu-
tives also worry about the perception
that their waterfalls, pools and golf
courses waste a lot of water.

"We need to be careful we don't get
stuck with a disproportionate cost of some
grandiose scheme because of that percep-
tion," says Sloan. Las Vegans could be
stuck with dramatically higher water bills.

The cost of theLas Vegas water impor-



ration project is now estimatedat around $2
billion. But the price tag could escalate, For
comparison, Steve Bradhurstcites the Cen-
tral Arizona Project, which cost $4 billion
for a 355-mile delivery system. The Las
Vegas project calls for more than 1,000
miles of pipeline, Bradhurst says, and costs
could go to $12 billion,he estimates.

Chris Brown, the southern Nevada
coordinator of the statewide environ-
mental group, Citizen Alert, predicts that
"when people find out about the cost,
and who will have to pay, the polls
which now show a slim majority
opposed to the project will swing even
farther apart."

.' n early March, Las Vegas signed a
contract to get the last of Nevada's Col-
orado River allotment. The additional
58,000 acre-feet of water come from
return-flow credits for treated effluent.

Ironicall y, the environmental assess-
ment of the contract, prepared by the Las
Vegas Water District, said the district's
rural water applications were too "specu-
lative" to analyze as an alternative
source. Although rural representatives
and environmentalists questioned the
environmental impact of the new water
supply, they refrained from delaying the
contract by demanding a complete envi-
ronmental impact statement or appealing
the decision.

"This water isn't that important to
us," admits Chris Brown.

In fact, the new contract for Col-
orado River water may set the stage for
defeat of the much grander importation
plan.

Although most of the water is
already committed, the contract lifts the
moratorium on "will serve" letters,
which had been imposed because the
water district was over-committed and
threatened with lawsuits by developers
who had been promised water. The dis-
trict now has breathing room.

According to the environmental
assessment of the contract, the new water
from Lake Mead will allow Clark County
to grow from the current population of
800,000 to 1.4 million residents, with
minimal conservation measures. More
important, the contract allows the three
huge new casino projects by Circus Cir-
cus, Mirage Resorts and MGM to move
forward. And that means casino execu-
tives can now take a critical look at the
water importation plan without putting
their projects on the line.

'The gaming industry wants to take
an objective look at the costs and conse-
quences of any plan," says Mike Sloan.
"To the extent that (the water plan) is
harmfuI to our interests, we will speak up.
There will be wide public dialogue on this
issue before it's decided," Sloan promises.

here is already talk of scaling
back the Cooperative Water Project, as
the importation project was dubbed by
the Las Vegas Valley Water District.

The stale engineer's hearings on the
project are scheduled to begin in Novem-
ber. The engineer has not demanded an
environmental impact statement. But
there are signs that an EIS, which is being
prepared in anticipation of federal
requirements for the well sites and rights-
of-way, is being used to pare down the

Houses line the lakefront at the Desert Shores development Inwest Las Vegas
Kit Miller

A low-flow way to quench Las Vegas's thirst
While the "water buffaloes"

plot a raid on rural Nevada
to quench the thirst of Las

Vegas, a renowned desert fish special-
ist is pushing a conservation strategy.
Jim Deacon, known as Dr. Fish to his
students at the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas, believes Las Vegas can
grow without imperiling desert ecosys-
terns,

A biology professor, Deacon came
to Las Vegas in 1960, when the city
had 127,000 residents. As the universi-
ty grew from two dusty buildings on
the outskirts of town, Deacon roamed
the desert, describing many native fish
species for the first time. His work was
key in establishing protection for the
Devil's Hole pupfish and nearly 30
other species in Ash Meadows, a wet- •.
lands north of the city threatened by
groundwater pumping for irrigation.
Ash Meadows is thought to be an out-
let for the regional aquifer Las Vegas
plans to tap.

But Deacon is steering away from
ecological arguments this time. His .
Water Strategy for Southern Nevada,
co-authored by David Kreamer, direc-

tor of a new water resources manage- -
ment program at the University of
Nevada, suggests that the Las Vegas
Valley Water District asked the wrong
question: "Where can we get more
water?" Better to ask: "What is the
most cost-effective way of supplying
water services to Clark County?"

The argument that conservation is
a "cheaper solution" than finding, stor-
ing and moving water is not new. It has

/ won over many cities in the West But
not Las Vegas.

With the highest per-capita water
consumption in the nation - an aver-
age 350 gallons per day - a lot of lee-
way exists for the economies of con-
servation. Imported groundwater is
projected to cost $ I ,000-$3,000 or
more per acre-foot, which leads the
authors to note that "new water" from
conservation at $ I 54 to $282 per acre-
foot looks very competitive.

Deacon and Krea"iner call for
requiring new construction to "save
more water elsewhere in the communi-
ty than the new project would use."
Water-wasters would be charged high-
er fees and savers would get rebates.

Customers converting to more efficient
plumbing and landscaping would be
rewarded. Those that didn't would pay.

The professors call for keeping
down the per-capita costs of water by
retrofitting indoor plumbing to use less
water. But they believe more water
will come from outdoors. Desert land-
scaping should be encouraged and
lawns should be watered with gray
(waste) water or the latest demand-irri-
gation systems that water only when
sensors detect the need.

The authors warn of "paying for a
system that supplies water nobody
needs." As the cost of water rises, they
note, people use less. Better for conser-
vation to make the pipeline unnecessary
before it is built, they say, than for the

, great waterworks to become a sprawling
economic dinosaur, rusting away with-
out servicing the community ..

Copies of A Water Strategy for
Southern Nevada are available from
the Environmental Studies Program,
UNLV, 4505 Maryland Parkway, Las
Vegas, NV 89154.

-M.E. Andersen

project by identifying environmentally
sensitive or controversial aspects.

The water district has offered to share
some 25 claims with the rural counties.
Steve Bradhurst calls that a "P.R. ploy"
announced the night a CBS News crew
carne to a hearing. Now the water district
says it will simply drop the Claints~But it
has yet to do so.

Ironically, just as Clark Coun may
be pulling back, a willingness to negoti-
ate seems to be spreading in the rural
counties. JoAnne Garrett, a resident of
the small town of Baker near Great
Basin National Park, who has been
involved in the protests, says some rural
residents and county commissioners fear
an opportunity may be slipping by.

"The poverty of Lincoln and White
Pine counties makes them vulnerable to
the constant pressure to negotiate and get
a good deal," says Garrett. "You can't
tell a guy he can't sell out if he wants
to," she recalls a rancher insisting at one
of the recent meetings.

But flush with tax revenues from
four "world class" gold mines and feder-
a~ payments in lieu of taxes from the
Nevada Test Site, Nye County has been
able to keep the rural opposition afloat.
The county has hired Bruce Babbitt as
well as experts in hydrology and conser-
vation to help with the coming battles.

Their reports are expected to provide the
technical and financial details to "blow
Las Vegas out of the water," says Steve
Bradhurst.

Arguments against its costs are
expected to turn on its costs and the
opportunities for more efficient use and
reuse of existing water. Las Vegas now
consumes more water per capita - 350
gallons per day - than any other city in
the West and roughly twice that of com-
parable cities such as Phoenix and Tuc-
son.

Bradhurst is also compiling a com-
plete paper trail in preparation for the
battle over the EIS, which may be years
down the line. Eventually, he suspects,
the southern Nevada water war will end
in federal court.

But it could be over before that. Las
Vegans have the power to decide the fate
of the project, perhaps as early as the
November election, when the majority of
the county commission could be swung
against the project.

Citizen Alert's Chris Brown worries
that there is not yet "a political vehicle to
carry forward the slow-growth sentiment
There are some indications that the water
grab may be falling apart," he says. "But
there is so much institutional momentum
and money behind it that I wouldn't count
on it disappearing ofits own accord."

In any case, County Commissioner
Don Schlesinger vows to put the project
to a vote of the people. "We can't ask
the people to tax themselves without a
vote," be says. And Circus Circus execu-
tive Mike Sloan predicts that the impor-
tation project eventually could be limited
to the outlying areas of Clark County on
the grounds of cost alone.

Steve Bradhurst says that would be a
great victory for rural Nevada. Bradburst
is confident that "given the environmental
disaster that would occur, I don't think the
water grab will ever happen." Nonethe-
less, he worries that, under state law, Las
Vegas could sit on the water rights appli-
cations for 30 years or more without
building a pipeline. Bradhurst suggests
that Las Vegas tum the applications over
to the counties of origin.

"In 20 or 30 years, we could have
some great communities in rural Nevada,
if they are allowed to develop their own
water," says Bradhurst "Our only hope
now is the people of Las Vegas."

•
Jon Christensen lives in Carson

City, Nevada. His stories were paid for
by the High Country News Research
Fund. We are also grateful to Project
Lighthawk for making the aerial pho-
tographs possible.
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Park Service are very weary of "private
trips." I would like to express a few of the
events that I have witnessed in my six
years of guiding in the Grand Canyon:

A private trip showing up at Lee's
Ferry in a chartered coach, getting off,
all speaking a foreign language, and
being of southeast Asian origin. Is this a
"private trip," or people with little or no
rafting experience embarking into almost
certain disaster that commercial guides
usually end up bailing them out of?

How about six boatloads of com-
mercial passengers sitting on shore at
Hance Rapid for six hours, while a pri-
vate trip's 22-foot Campways "Party
Barge II" is wrapped around a rock.
After the boat's crew is safe, they want
all six commercial boats to camp (with
their paying customers) and help them
get their equipment.

Their equipment is two personal
duffel bags and 50 cases of beer. Then
what do you say about your tax dollars
paying for a $750 helicopter that must
fly the people and their gear out? You
pay because they cannot. That really
makes the Park Service happy!

Through my examples, I am not say-
ing that commercial trips are immune
from accidents. But in every incident
that I have experienced, the guides have
acted efficiently and with the utmost
professionalism.

It is important to mention that the
number of private departures has been
doubled to two per day. I imagine that
this has been in response to experienced
and well-prepared river-runners who
have made claims like McCool's and the
increased display of knowledge and
experience by private trips in general.

I would like to commend Mr.
McCool's documentation and interpreta-
tion of the current status of the EIS, which
incidentally was lobbied for by the Grand
Canyon Guides Association, composed
mostly of commercial river guides.

Lastly, the overcrowding of Deer
Creek and Havasu can and should be
expected for the sole reason that they are
two of the most beautiful places on the
pIanet. In Havasu, man's impact was com-
pletely overshadowed by the 25-foot-high
piles of logs that were deposited when a
wall of water rushed down the canyon and
uprooted cottonwood trees that were as
tall as 60 feet. After that flood, evidence of
man's recent existence was totally wiped
out for a brief period.

The major changes that have
occurred since the inception of the per-
mit system in the early 1970s are the
degradation of historic and archaeologi-
cal sites and the disappearance of sand
and beaches. Let's continue to enjoy one
of our most beautiful parks at our'current
rate and "let the rivers flow." .

THIS GROUP REPRESENTS
CITIZENS

Dear HCN,
Okay! That does it! So now the

ranchers want the feds to butt out when
it comes to managing federal land (Sage-
brush Rebellion II, HCN, 2/24/92). It
reminds me of Denver officials grum-
bling about Two Forks Dam being a
local issue when the EPA put a nix on
the project. The feds shouldn't interfere,
they said. Somehow nobody remem-
bered the feds were interfering by plac-
ing the huge federal center in the area,
which greatly bolsters the local econo-
my. And their amnesia became absolute
when these same officials crawled to
Washington for dollars to build the
unneeded, environmentally destructive
Denver International Airport.

Now come the whiners from the

Dear HCN,
I read your story on the January work-

shop, "In search of sustainability,' in the
Feb. 24, 1992, issue of High Country
News. For the most part, I thought you
captured it well, and I'm glad you shared it
with your readers. There are some impor-
tant ideas floating around these days.

When you got to the point in the
first column, however, where you said
Alston "quoted from an editorial by the
new president of the American Forestry
Association ... ," 1 sort of did a double
take. That editorial, which is causing all
kinds of angst in the forestry communi-
ty, was done by Bill Barton, the presi-
dent of the Society of American
Foresters, in their Journal of Forestry.
Now, Ed, I realize that all of us "Wash-
ington-types" look alike, but we'd still
like to think we have Someindividuality.

SAF was unwilling to become a co-
sponsor of the workshop you attended,
in part, I think, because of Barton's
views. I don't know the details, and
they're unimportant. What is important
to us, however, is that we constantly get
mixed up with either the forest products
industry associations or the professional
foresters. We are neither. The American
Forestry Association is a national citi-
zens' conservation group - the oldest
such group in the United States. And it
sort of bugs us when people miscast us.

R. Neil Sampson
Washington, D_C.

The writer is executive vice presi-
dent of the AMERICAN FORESTRY
ASSOCIATION.

DAM DATES DIFFER

Dear HCN,
The article by Brian Collins (HCN,

12/2/91), while good in most respects,
requires a correction. The Skagit River
dam project of Seattle City Light pro-
ceeded as follows: .

There are three dams, two built
upstream from the first. Gorge Dam was
started in 1918 and completed in 1924;
Diablo Dam was started in 1927 and
completed in 1929; Ross Dam was start-
ed in 1937 and was built in three stages:
first, completed in 1940 to 300 feet in
height; second, in 1946, to another 195
feet; and third, in 1949, to a present total
height of 540 feet. The reservoir backs
up into British Columbia.

Please note: 1 am writing a history
of 20th century Seattle so the subject is
close to me. Seattle's Lighting Depart-,
ment superintendent, J.D. Ross, was one
of the nation's leaders of the public
power movement at a time when the
fight was between the "power trust" and
public ownership advocates ..'. long
before the nascent conservation move-
ment recognized the ecological conse-
quences of rampant dam building.

David Kashinski ' I
Aspen, Colorado!

NOW COME TIIE WHINERS

Rich Berner
Seattle, Washington

A DIFFERENT VIEW OF
"RIVER CITY"

Dear HCN,
In response to Daniel McCool's guest

essay, "Welcome, floaters, to River City"
(HCN, 12/30/91), his allegations about
commercial river running are completely
speculative and the exact reason why
commercial operators and the National
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hinterlands. They seem to think they
own federal lands. They don't even want
to buy it, but they want the feds to quit
telling them what they can do on it. Do
they also want the feds to butt out when
it comes to financing education, trans-
portation, or, to be blunt, farm subsidies?

Or are they, like Denver politicians,
very selective about what they want the
government to do? The land they're crying
about belongs to me, and I vote for wildlife,
wetlands, endangered species, wild rivers
and a definite lack of "progress."

ment, and the grave mistake of labeling it
"Son of Sagebrush." The movement is not
some draconian plot to seize the West from
the American people. It is simply about
finding a way to give local people a say in
the fate of their environment. More impor-
tantly, it is about how laws, regulations and
policies can be reformed to create the types
of incentives that will harmonize rather than
clash the interests of people and namre.

I believe that final solutions to
Western public land problems will not
come from more government regulation
or from the special interest politics and
hidden agendas of groups like "People
for the West." My solution goes to the
root of the problem - to the land ethic.
Aida Leopold understood, and so should
the environmental movement, that the
making of a viable land community
comes not from the power of govern-
ment, but from the voluntary decision of
people to go from "conqueror of the
land-community to plain member and
citizen of it." This is my vision.

Dorothy Hatch
Conifer, Colorado

HCN reporter FlorenceWilliams replies:

HIS POSITION WAS
DISTORTED

Dear HCN,
Florence Williams' article on "Sage-

brush Rebellion 11" (HCN, 3/9/92) con-
tains inaccuracies and distortions. First: 1)
Neither I nor The Land Center (TLC) are
"followers" of Dick Manning. His argu-
ment on grazing permits as private prop-
erty is untenable; -2) Except for assisting
Catron County with ideas, TLC has not
written any interim land use plans for any
county in any state. What has been writ-
ten by TLC, but not mentioned in the arti-
cle, is the Catron County final plan - a
plan that bears little resemblance to the
interim plan; 3) I am not a former Forest
_Service employee - HCN has my vita; 4)
Florence Williams took my comments on
reversion of federalIand to private owner-
ship out of context She is quite aware of
my approach, which is spelled out in my
forthcoming book, Visions Upon the
Land: Man and Nature on the Western
Range (Island Press).

Yes, I finnly believe government is
bad for the environment. But my solution is
not the standard Sagebrush fare (which I
totally reject). My approach would give
environmentalists opportunity for the first
time to meaningfully control vast areas of
the West; and 5) the Foundation for
Research on Economics and the Environ-
ment is in no way connected with my ectiv-
ities with Catron County or Utah.

My final comment pertains to the shal-
low treatroent given to the county move-

Karl Hess
Las Cruces, New Mexico

The writer is an associate with The
Land Center.

Mr. Hess worlred closely with ranch-
er Dick Manning and ranch attorney
Karen Budd in preparing the Catron
County plan. He has appeared alongside
Manning and Budd at meetings sponsored
by the rancher-backed National Federal

. Lands Conference, and has published arti-
cles in that organization's newsletter.

With or without Hess's blessings,
dozens of counties in the West have repli-
cated Catton's interim plan and made
equally clear their anti-preservationist sen-
timents. . -

It is interesting to note that since the
"Sagebrush" story appeared in HCN, Hess
has withdrawn from the National Federal
Lands Conference as well as from the
efforts of the Utah Association, of Coun-
ties to emulate the Catron pian.

It is unfortunate that the causes best
served by Hess's free-market, anti-govern-
ment theories are those he now rejects.
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---by Cecil D. Andrus

The test drawdown of
Lower Granite and Little
Goose reservoirs in southeast-
ern Washington, an important
step in the recovery of Idaho's
once plentiful salmon runs,
has already turned up some
interesting debris:

• a 1981 Chevy Cita-
tion, presumably stolen
from a Democrat;

• a muddy Cadillac,
presumably stolen from a
Republican;

• lots of rods, left, I imag-
ine, by frustrated salmon and
steelbead fishermen.

While it's probably coincidental that the fishing
poles were found, it serves to illustrate one of the most
optimistic points about salmon recovery: Happy fisher-
men translate into big tourism dollars.

The long-term economic gains from returning the
salmon to its ancestral waters will far outweigh the
pain of the short-term system changes we must make,
Cash registers in river communities will communicate
the accuracy of this prediction.

There is another very clear reality about the salmon
issue: Either we unite as a region and reverse the disap-
pearance of the salmon, or bureaucrats in Washington,
D.C., are going ID do it for us. We cannot legally ignore
this matter; the Endangered Species Act won't let us.

The Columbia River basin once contained the
largest chinook salmon and steelhead runs in the world,
and roughly half of the Columbia's spring and summer

chinook and steel head runs originated in the Snake
River basin.

The salmon became the unfortunate victims of our suc-
cessfulefforts to irrigate the region's land, harvest its timber,
exploit a commercial fishery, generate hydroelectricity and
build a seaport 500 miles inland, at Lewiston.

But the system is out of balance. It is no longer a
multiple-use river when our fish runs are at risk.

Studies have shown that Idaho's fish habitat is
strong and well-protected, and that mains tern harvest
restrictions have had about as much influence in pro-
tecting fish populations asthey're going to have.

Clearly, the decline of the Snake River runs is due
primarily to the mainstem dams.

Biologists have told us what conditions the fish
need to survive. Hydrologists have established that
there isn't enough water in the whole Snake River

basin to provide those con-
ditions in the slack water of
the reservoirs, so our only
alternative is to simulate the
river velocity that existed
before construction of the
dams. Drawing down the
reservoirs is the only viable
option, and that is why it is
the centerpiece of the Idaho
Plan 10 restore the salmon
(HCN,3/9/92).

I believe the economic
impacts of salmon recovery
can be substantially mitigat-
ed. Nobody will bear a dis-
proportionate share of the
financial burden of recover-
ing our salmon runs. For the

last year, the salmon issue has been couched in terms
of how much it is going to cost to protect the fish. It is
time to talk about what the loss of salmon runs has
already cost the region and about the enormous boost
to the economy a sport fishery represents. When we
lost our salmon sport fishing season in 1977, the
impact on local economies was tremendous. In the city
of Salmon alone, 120 jobs were lost.

Conversely, in river communities, Main Street is a
hive of activity when the steelhead season is strong.

Now, we have the opportunity to restore jobs lost
when the salmon went away and to increase tourism
dollars as we did by improving Idaho's steel head fish-
ery. Salmon restoration means economic development
for the entire Snake River basin. •

laura Zerzan

Cecil Andrus is the governor of Idaho.

Yucca Mountain is an assault on Nevada
_____ ~by Robert R. Loux

Jon Christensen's article, "Nevada Speaks with Fis-
sioned Tongne" (HCN, 1/10/92), seriouslymisrepresents the
issues surrounding the debate about the,proposed high-level
nuclear waste site at YuccaMountain in southernNevada

The contention that Yucca Mountain and the Nevada
Test Site are somehow analogous, and that support for-
or at least tolerance of - the test site somehow diminish-
es the legitimacy of Nevadans' opposition to the Yucca
Mountain nuclear waste dump is spurious.

The Nevada Test Site has been part of the Nevada
landscape and consciousness for 40 years. It is an arti-
fact of the early days of the cold war. Its establishment
in the 1950s harkens back 10 a time when people, espe-
cially Nevadans, had trust and confidence in their gov-
ernment's assurances that safety could be maintained
even under the extreme conditions associated with
above-ground nuclear tests.

Partly as a result of years of experience with the
test site, Nevadans are no longer as trusting of the fed-
eral government (or as gullible). The site is a fact of
Nevada life and has, as Jon Christensen points out, cre-
ated a certain economic dependency through the cre-
ation of jobs over the years. This dependency has fos-
tered political support within the state. but the Yucca
Mountain dump site is another matter entirely.

Contrary ID the original intent of Congress in pass-
ing the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982,Yucca Moun-
tain was not selected as a repository site on the basls of
scientific or technical merit. Rather, Yucca Mountain
was chosen as the only site in the nation ID be considered
as a possible nuclear waste dump as a result of Nevada's
political vulnerability. Not even the U.S. Department of
Energy, the chief proponent of Yucca Mountain, will
argue that the Nevada site is the best site for storing
radioactive wastes for thousands of years.

Nevada's opposition to the nuclear waste dump is
based on concerns that the Yucca Mountain site is
unsuited geotechnically for isolating the waste from the
environment; that the transportation of waste to the site
could cause serious health, safety and environmental
problems; and that the state's unique tourism-based
economy and fragile environment could be irreparably
damaged as a result of this facility.

Compounding these concerns is the undisputable
fact that the Department of Energy's track record in
handling nuclear materials is scandalous. Cleaning up
the contamination caused by DOE mismanagement at
over 120 of its installations around the country will
cost this nation more than $200 billion. If Nevadans
have learned anything through tolerating the Nevada
Test Site as part of the state's duty to national security,
it is that DOE simply cannot be trusted to do anything
right when it comes to nuclear waste.

The fact that the Nevada Test Site contains many
miles of contaminated geology as a result of atomic
testing does not make Yucca Mountain a suitable loca-
tion for a high-level nuclear waste dump. For one
thing, the test site itself was not selected on the basis of
its geological abilities to contain radioactive contami-
nation any more than Yucca Mountain was. It was cho-
sen because of its isolation in the Nevada desert and
the need foia secure, easily developed location for
weapons testiAg during a time of perceived danger to
our national security.

Only a very small part of Yucca Mountain is even
on the test site. It is located at the far western border of
the site on land controlled by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement and the U.S. Air Force.

Contrary to the impression given by DOE and
nuclear industry proponents of the dump, Yucca Moun-
tain is not and has never been contaminated as a result
of weapons testing.

It is also not accurate to claim that a repository
would be somehow less of a problem in terms of
radioactivity than the test site. If a repository were to
be located at Yucca Mountain, the radionuclide inven-
tory of the wastes 10 be disposed of there would equal
the radionuclides deposited into the ground by over 2
million atomic bombs of the size of the Trinity
weapon! Consequently, any breach of the isolation
capability of a repository would have far more serious
consequences than the migration of radioactive materi-
als left over from testing activities.

Christensen's call for Nevada to "make a deal" and
accept Yucca Mountain in exchange for a halt in nuclear
weapons testing is a very bad idea for a number of rea-
sons. For one thing, this is not a deal that Nevada or any
other state can make. The decision to stop weapons test-

ing is something that will be made on the national politi-
cal front for reasons that have nothing to do with the dis-
posal of wastes from commercial nuclear power plants.

Even if Nevada sought such a deal (and it does
not), there is simply no legitimacy to it. Furthermore"
what sort of "deal" would it be to exchange a project
that is at least tolerated by a majority of Nevadans for
one that is strongly and vociferously opposed by over
two-thirds of the people of the state?

, More importantly, how does one go about making
a deal for a faulty nuclear waste dump site? What price
do you put on public health and safety, on the conse-
quences to future generations. on environmental con-
tamination, and on damage to Nevada's economy? The
fact is that Nevada cannot make a deal with respect to
the flawed Yucca Mountain project. And Nevada's
leaders are absolutely correct in their steadfast opposi-
tion to this ill-conceived, potentially dangerous and
politically driven project.

There is plenty of work to be done at the Nevada Test
Site. Contamination from years of weapons testing needs
to be cleaned up, and OOE and the federal government
are already beginning that process. Even if testing were to
cease tomorrow, there would be years of employment for
test site workers cleaning and restoring vast areas and
facilities impacted by weapons activities.

The notion thatYucca Mountain is in any way
needed or desired as 'a replacement for the test site is
simply spurious. The suggestion serves a purely politi-
cal end for proponents of the Yucca Mountain dump by
seeking to generate support for the project among test
site employees, certain unions and others ·concerned
about employment in a post-test-site Nevada. But the
debate over Yucca Mountain is not about the site, it's
not about jobs, and it's not about making deals.

The debate is about the health and safety of pre-
sent and future Nevadans and about the appropriate-
ness, equity and even morality of a national nuclear-
waste disposal policy that seeks to victimize one state
and one region out of pure political expediency. •

Robert Loux is executive director of the Nevada
Agency for Nuclear Projects, the state agency charged
with overseeing the federal government's Yucca
Mountain nuclear waste repository program.

'.

'*'




