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Not selling their bikes

George Rinker of Lafayette, Ind.,
caught a page one typo the staff missed
in the Nov. 18 story on Moab. The story
had fat tire enthusiasts "peddling" in
downtown Moab, instead of "pedaling."

Recycle your phone books

Now that we have a new, larger
"office, the interns - who do much of the

telephone calling here - suggest that we
ask readers to send us telephone directo-
ries from around the region. We are
especially interested in directories from
small communities, but Tucson,
Phoenix, Salt Lake City, Billings, Boze-
man, Boise, Durango, Spokane, et al, are
also needed.

As the directories come in, we will
mention it in this column so that we
don't get too many duplicates. For our
purposes, last year's directory is fine.
We already have Denver and an old
book from that other Western town,
Washington, D.C. Intern Heather Wood-
cock says that the cost of sending the
directories fourth class from within the
region will run from $1.50 to $5.50.

From Yugoslavia to Paonia

An unusual intern reported for duty
Feb. 5. He is Ashley Wills, a U.S. diplo-
mat on sabbatical from his normal work
of representing our country overseas.
Ashley is part of a group of 32 foreign
policy and national security officials
who are spending an academic year in
the State Department Senior Seminar.

As part of that program, each person
must leave Washington, D.C., and spend
the month of February engaged in
research or work completely unrelated to
diplomacy.

Paonia, Colo., population 1,400, is
certainly different from Romania, South
Africa, Iran, Barbados and Yugoslavia-
all countries Ashley bas served in since
joining the Foreign Service in 1972.

After so much foreign living, you
might think adjusting to new places is
routine. But Ashley reports some culture
shock as he drove over the Rockies into
rural Paonia, It seems that Paonia pul-
sates at a different rhythm than D.C.; he
compared it to "switching your radio
from rap to a rhapsody."

Editorial area of the new HCN building

PLAN Boulder

HeN publishet Ed Marston spoke to
Plan Boulder at its 33nl annual dinner on
January 19.The People's League for
Action Now was founded in 1959 to build
on the 1958Blue Line Amendment, which
banned development in Boulder in the
foothills above 5,750 feel The group bas
remained cohesive and enthusiastic these
many years, as evidenced by the 250 or so
people who attended the dinner, and by the
weekly luncheonmeetings it holds
throughout the year.

Thanks to the initiative of Boulder's
Cover to Cover Bookstore, roughly 30
copiesofHCN'sWestern Water MadeSim-
pie and Reopening the Western Frontier

were sold, with part of the
proceeds going to PLAN
Boulder. The total was
buoyed by Ken Wright of
Wright WaIf:XEngineers, who
decided that several ofhis
employeesneededcopies.
Among the HCN subscribers
therewere Bob Golten,Tess
McNulty, Art Estin, Oyda
Staffool, Sara Michl, Dave
and Janet Robertson, andVan
and Priscilla McCutclJeon.

HeN readers are
experts

No matter what sub-
ject we write on, there is an
expert out there. A month
ago we mentioned that our
old office was once a
church. Within days Greg
Grothers of Nampa, Idaho,
wrote to say:

"Are you sure your
office building is an old
SDA church? I could
believe the stick-on stained
glass, but an 'altar light'?
I've never heard of one of

Cindy Wehling
Ashley Wills and the new HeN door, made by
board member Bill Hedden

Cindy Wehling

our churches baving such a thing!"
He also corrected our spelling: "For

what it's worth, we're 'Seventh-day
Adventists,' not Seventh Day Adventists."

Visitors and other notes

Visitors come through despite the
weather, but in reduced numbers. Theo
Colborn, a former area resident who is
now senior fellow at the W. Alton Jones
Foundation and World Wildlife Fund in
Washington, D.C., said hello. And Bill
Baird, a retired teacher of nearby (i.e., 80
miles) Fruita stopped by to loan us The
Prize by Daniel Yergin, and to leave off a
saying appropriate to activists in the West
"There are somany hills to die on."

Thorn Curtis, a graduate student in
natural resource management at Col-
orado State University in Fort Collins,
came by to give us a draft program of an
April 27 CSU meeting titled: "Storm on
the Range: Society and Environmental
Implications When Ranches Die." For
those who do long-range planning, it will
start at8 a.m, in Room 228 of the Lory
Student Center at CSU. There is no reg-
istration and no charge.

Terry Hershey, a member of the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission,
writes to say that our Nov. 18, 1991, arti-
cle on the White House's live Christmas
tree slighted the tree mover by describ-
ing him as a "contractor from Houston."
Mrs. Hershey says AI Korenek invented
the process of moving big, live trees and
that it "is quite a science."

Speaking ofTexas, subscribers John
Perkins of Dallas, his daugfller Laura
Perkins ofTrinity University in San Anto-
nio, and Amy Jones and Bill Jones, also of
Dallas, all stopped by. Two attorneys anne
calling, socially. Lynn Guissinger and
Carol Hampf, both of Boulder, Colo., were
in nearby HOlChkissto take a deposition
and decided to stop by. Lynn says she last
visited HCN when it was in Lander.

-Ed Marston for the staff
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Synar hears from some rural precincts

Old growth protesters have their days in court

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The man
challenging Oklahoma congressman
Mike Synar in the 1992 Democratic pri-
mary election rouoded up a herd of cam-
paign contributions last year from West-
ern public lands ranchers.

Synar, who is in his 14th year as the
representative from Oklahoma's 2nd
Congressional District, is the leader of a
congressional crusade to increase graz-
ing fees on public lands.

Synar contends that Western live-
stock producers, whose herds graze on
federal lands, pay far too little in federal
grazing fees to repair extensive damage
their animals cause to fragile rangelands
and sensitive riparian habitat.

Many Western ranchers say the con-
dition of public rangelands is improving,
that they cannot afford increased fees
and that Synar's real motive is to force
them and their livestock completely off
the public range.

This year Synar faces a serious pri-
mary election challenge from a fellow
Democrat. He is W.A. Drew Edmond-
son, the 45-year-old district attorney of
Muskogee, Okla.

.Western livestock growers view
Edmondson as their best bet to get rid of
Synar and have set out to help him win.

Acquittals, plea bargains and First
Amendment considerations have
marked winter court proceedings for 23
people arrested while protesting the
cutting of an old-growth forest in
southwestern Colorado.

They were charged in U.S. District
Court for protesting logging of the
Middle Sandbench area in the San Juan
National Forest 35 miles northwest of
Pagosa Springs, Colo. (HCN, 12/2191).

The U.S. Forest Service has con-
tracted with Stone Forest Industries of
South Fork, Colo., to log 5.7 million
board-feet of timber from Sandbench.
Road cutting into the 777-acre timber
sale area began in June, and logging
began in October.

The protesters, many affiliated
with the Boulder, Colo.-based Ancient
Forest Rescue, maintain that Sandbench
is a rare and biologically diverse old-
growth forest worthy of preservation.

In January, a federal magistrate ruled
that the U.S. government had failed to suf-
ficiently identify 12 defendants charged
with interfering with forest officers
engaged in duty. They were acquitted of
charges brought as a result of their alleged
actions during a demonstration in the
Pagosa SpringsForest Service office .

About 40 or 50 protesters had
jammed the office on Oct. 15 to ask the
district ranger for a two-week moratori-
um on logging so that additional biologi-
cal infonnation could be considered, wit-
nesses testified. Twelve people refused to
leave the office after it had closed and
were arrested for trespassing.

Also in January, a Fort Lewis Col-
lege student struck a plea agreement on
the charge of locking himself to a cattle
guard on Oct. 24. The student, John
Casey, agreed to enter a guilty plea, pay
a $250 fine and perform 40 hours of
community service. Magistrate Dave
West also assessed Casey a 30-day sus-
pended jail term and one year probation
with the condition that he not enter the

Erik Moeller
Fonner Sandbench defendants and a supporter include, from left, David Rudin, Kirsten AtkIns, Marty Waher (not a
defendant), MIchelle Watklns, Marc Alford, Reyes Garcia, Robin ,Richard, Hans Christensen, Micah Ball, Kenneth
WelpdaIe and Lesley Winegarden. Not pictured are former defendants IraDan Johnson and Edith Gall

Federal Election Commission records
show that he raised more than $162,000
in 1990, with about $140,000 in individ-
ual contributions and roughly $22,000
from political action committees.

Since more than $64,000 in individu-
al contributions to Edmondson are not
itemized on his 1991 FEC fmancial dis-
closure statements, it is impossible to
determine exactly how much he received
from public lands ranchers in Western
states. But of the roughly $97,000 in con-
tributions from individuals and PACs that
are itemized in Edmondson's FEC reports,
more than $12,000, or slightly more than
12 percent, came from individual ranchers
in Western states or PACs associated with
Western livestock interests.

Edmondson's FEC reports show that
he received about $8,880 from 17 indi-
vidttal ranchers who reside in Western
states and about $3,500 from two politi-
cal action committees associated with
Western livestock interests.

Western public lands ranchers have
made no secret of their intention to help
Edmondson. H. Alan Day, an Arizona
rancher whose sister is U.S. Supreme

- Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, told
BEEF magazine last September that he
intends to organize a "grass-roots cam-

paign" to raise $1 million for Edmondson.
Synar, who raised nearly $260,000

in individual contributions during 1991,
said "it is outrageous that welfare cow-
boys are claiming poverty about grazing
fees while pumping large chunks of
money into Drew Edmondson's cam-
paign war chest."

"People always tell me they would
like to see government run like a busi-
ness," he said. ''These welfare cowboys
are part of a special interest group who
want to take advantage of the system and
not pay the taxpayers their fair share."

Edmondson said he started out argu-
ing that Synar was wasting his time on
the grazing fee question but has since
adopted a position of opposition to
Synar's grazing fee proposals.

The winner of the Democratic pri-
mary in Synar's overwhelmingly Demo-
cratic district will be a favorite to win in
November. According to Edmondson, no
Republican has won there since 1920
and that year's winner lost her bid for
reelection in 1922.

- David Hackett

The writer is a correspondent in
Washington, D.C., for the Casper Scar-
Tribune.

San Juan National Forest for six
months without permission.

The case of Brett Pavlick, a Fort
Lewis student arrested with Casey for the
sarnecharge, was contintted until Feb. 20.

Nine others were arrested Oct 24 for
violating a federal closure order at Sand-
bench. Forest Supervisor Bill Sexton
ordered the area closed to the public on

Oct. 21 "to ensure that the logging opera-
tion can continue in a safe manner."

Eight of the nine reportedly were
prepared to enter plea agreements, but
the ninth defendant, Stacy Rosoff of
Colorado Springs, is challenging the
charge on First Amendment provisions
of free speech. She is being represented
by the American Civil Liberties Union.

--...

Study debunks wolf
scares

I

\

In a recent study, wildlife biologists
researching protected wolves in Alas-
ka's Denali National Park concluded
that wolves transplanted to Yellowstone
National Park would not diminish
wildlife populations. The study was con-
ducted by L. David Mech of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and Denali's
Thomas Meier and John Burch.
Although the two parks differ in several
ways, researchers claim that the areas
are similar enough to "provide insight
into questions raised about wolf re-
establishment in Yellowstone." Accord-
ing to the study, wolves prey mostly on
sick and weak animals and do not
reduce wildlife herds. In fact, Denali's
caribou herds are increasing. The
researchers also dismiss misconceptions
that large portions of the park might
need to be closed to allow for pup rear-
ing or that wolves pose threats to visi-
tors. "Rather than being a danger to
humans," the study asserts, "the wolf
should be regarded as a major tourist
attraction." Two Wyoming groups
blocking wolf reintroduction have
already criticized the report as "biolo-
gese."

\

\
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I

u.s. DistrictCourt Judge Daniel Sparr
has taken Rosoff's case under advisement
and is expected to render a decision by
March 13. Sparr's decision will affect the
cases of theother eight defendants.

-Erik Moeller
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The writer works for the Durango
Herald. '
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HOTLINE
Indian newspaper
calls it quits

After worlcingfornearlya year with-
outpay, publisherMark Trahantand other
employee-owners of the Navajo Nation
Today folded theirweeklynewspaperJan.
17.For some reportersit was the second
time around. Trahant, Monty Roessel,
leNora Begay Trahantand Mary White-
hair worked for theNavajo Times Today
untilthe tribe closeditssubsidizednewspa-
per in 1987. Staffershied again in 1991,
thistime publishingwithoutthe help of the
tribe (HCN, 8/12/91).But distributingthe
paper on the largest Indian rese~ation in
the country, and competingfor advertising
with the Navajo Times, the subsidizedbib-
aI newspaper, kept the new paper from
prospering,Trahantsaid. At its highest cir-
culation,5,000copiesof theNavajo Nation
Today were soldeachweek.

Another tainted Eden?
Sponsors of the Biosphere2 experi-

ment in Tucson, Ariz., have admitted to
tampering with theit sealed structure.
The four-month-old project was
designed to be a self-supporting "mini-
planet" that includes a tiny ocean,
savannah, 3,800 species of plants and
animals and four men and four women.
Crew members said they would grow
their own food, recycle air and waste
and live independentlyof the world out-
side for two years. But since the glass
and steel structure was sealed Sept 26,
Space Biospheres Ventures officials
have admitted that a female crew mem-
ber who left for medical treatment later
returned with supplies. They also con-
firmed that the crewwas given a three-
month stash of food and that 600,000
cubic feet of outside air has been
pumped into the buildingto help remove
carbon dioxide. Biosphere2 continues to
draw crowds, reports the New York
Times. Visitors pay $9.95 to tour the
outside walls of the project, and in the
works are plans for a conference center,
hotel, golf course andspace camp.

It was no cow bone
In a suburb nearDenver, geologists

happened upon the legbone of a 10,000-
year-old Ice Age mammoth measuring
three feet long and eight inches wide.
The bone was uncovered during an
examination of bedrock that was creat-
ing instability problems for houses just
south of Lakewood. ''We all knew right
away it was no cow bone," said David
Noe, who found the fossil. The bone
was five feet underground, and within
four hours of its extraction began to
decay. After consulting several paleon-
tologists, Noe was able to preserve the
fragment by coating fragments with a
mixture of water and Elmer's glue.
Mammoth bones havebeen found at ele-
vations of up to 10,400feet in theRocky
Mountains. This mostrecent finding will
be housed at the Denver Museum of
Natural History for research.

They can quote him, but he'll
n..ver read the book.

In an ad promoting a new book
aoout greed and corruption, called The
E 'hies Gap, California S and L crook
Charles H. Keating Jr. notes: "As to the
question of whether my financial sup-
port in any way influencedseveral polit-
ical figures to take up my cause, I want
to say in the most forceful way I can: I
certainly hope so."

Wilderness water takes another tum
Colorado's wilderness bill - a con-

troversial compromise between Sen.
Hank Brown, R-Colo., and Sen. Tim
Wirth,D-Colo.- was intended to create
641,690 acres of new wilderness.
Instead, the bill has become an engine
pushingon Colorado's water developers,
environmentalists and bureaucrats to
redefine the state's approach to water
withinand outside of wildernessareas.

Initially, environmentalists were
ensnared by the bill. A:' mid-1980s law-
suit by the Sierra Club Legal Defense
Fund asking for reserved water rights in
wildernessentwined two formerly sepa-
rate issues: wilderness and state control
of water. That halted progress on a new
Coloradowilderness law until theWirth-
Brown compromise bill specifically
rejected federal reserved wilderness
waterrights.

Environmentalists were outraged at
the national precedent they feared the
compromise might set. They were
unable to prevent the bill from passing
the U.S. Senate this summer, but have
thusfar stalled the bill in the House.
In pan, the water rights controversyis

academic.Most of the 641,690 acres of
proposed wilderness land do not them-
selvesneed protection. Eighty-sevenper-
centis high-elevation,headwaterslandnot
subjectto upstreamdiversion.

But three areas, constituting 13 per-
cent of the acreage, are downstream of
agricultural land; additional water diver-
sions could dry up wilderness streams,
althoughthis is unlikely.

As part of the compromise, the three
lower-elevation wilderness areas would
be protected through Colorado's
instream flow program. In effect, a fed-
eral wilderness area would depend on a
state water system for its water. Water
developerswere pleased, while environ-
mentalists,who see Colorado's instrearn
flow program as a sham, felt further
betrayedby this pretend protection.

The three areas take in sections'of
the Piedra, Roubideau and Tabeguache
rivers.Perhaps as a way to test the work-
ability of the instream flow approach,
Brown and Wirth asked the U.S. Forest
Service to quantify the water needed to
protectthe wilderness values of the three
areas (HCN, \f12J9l).

On Jan. 23, the Forest Service's
RockyMountainRegion submittedits rec-
ommendationsfor the Piedra to the Col-
oradoWater Conservation Board, which

administersthe instreamflow program.
The report was a shocker. This first

effort anywhereby the Forest Service to
quantify wilderness water needs sur-
prised even the Wilderness Society's
Denver-basedDarrellKnuffke in its gen-
erosity to instreamflows.

The 30-page report recommended
instrearn flowsup to 1,614 cubic feetper
second (cfs) during peak spring flows,
which have exceeded 1,800 cfs in recent
years. This is well above the river's cur-
rent instrearnflow rights of 20 to 70 cfs,
designed only to protect the river's cold-
water fishery.

The authors, William Gabbert and
Katherine Foster, used a "dynamic
claim" approach that tries to mimic the
river's actual flow. It differs from the
traditional steppedmethod that claims a
fixed amountof water.

Region 2 Forester Gary Cargill says
the Piedra report "represents the best sci-
ence we know how to do." But he
acknowledges that the approach is simi-
lar to that used by his agency to quantify
water needs for stream channel mainte-
nance. That draws the Piedra effort into
yet another fight.

The Forest Service and Colorado
have been in water court for years over
how much water it takes to maintain
"favorable conditionsof flow" in nation-
al forest streams (HeN, 9/10/90), With
final arguments to be heard in Greeley
water court inMarch,the Colorado attor-
ney general's office worries that if Col-
orado agrees to the Piedra compromise,
it could undermine the fight against
channel maintenance.

WendyWeiss, the state's first assis-
tant attorney general, says the state "is
opposed to any flows for channel main-
tenance" under the Forest Service's
organic act. (The Forest Service says its
mission is to protectwatersheds, and that
requires occasional high flows to main-
tain stream channels. The state opposes
the Forest Service's request for high
maintenance flows.)

But Weiss also says her office
"wants to work with the Forest Service
to develop a methodology" for the
Piedra that both the state and the federal
government can live with.

Much is at stake here. The state has
spent an estimated $5 to $10 million in
court to oppose the Forest Service's
claims, and is not about to walk away
from its position. On the other hand, a

fellow state agency, the Colorado Water
Conservation Board, appears interested
in creating a viable instrearn flow pro-
gram. And at the moment, the Piedra
recommendation is a test of the board's
commitrnentto instreamflow.

There is also the federal angle. The
Brown-Wirth compromise, which the
water developers favor, is credible only
if the state shows it can protect wilder-
ness water rights. Failure of the Piedra
approach could aid opponents of the bill.

"The state can't have its cake and
eat it too," comments the Colorado
Mountain Club's Anne Vickery. Most
Colorado environmentalists acknowl-
edge that the ColoradoWater Conserva-
tion Board wants to strengthen its ane-
mic in stream flow program. But the
Wilderness Society's Knuffke says, 'The
state's water politics is going to make
the board's job very difficult, if not
impossible."

Knuffke adds, "If the board with-
stands the challenges from Sam Maynes
(a Durango water attorney) and others,
then the legislature will get involved"
and weaken the board's ability to protect
wilderness water. "This is the trouble
with protecting federal public values
through state systems."

On March 5-6, the Colorado Water
Conservation Board will hold a public
hearing in Denver on the Piedra recom-
mendations. It could delay action.' But
then Congress might want to take the
Piedra and the other two downstream
areas out of the wilderness bill to pro-
vide faster 'passage,

However a spokesman for Sen.
Brown says he opposes such deletions.
Some environmental critics see Brown's
opposition as his way of scuttling the
bill. Other observers say Brown sees the, ,
Piedra as the ideal opportunity to
encourage an improvement of Col-
orado's instrearn flow program and pro-
vide a believable alternative to federal
reserved wildernesswater rights.

Copies of "In stream Flow Needs
Assessment and Recommendations for
the Proposed Piedra Wilderness" can be
obtained from the ColoradoWater Con-
servation Board, 1313 Sherman St.,
Room 721, Denver, Colo. 80203
(303/866-3441).

- Larry Mosher

The writer free-lances from Craw-
ford, Colorado,
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Three agencies accused of corruption
A recently retired Forest Service

employee who was in charge of investi-
gating whistleblower complaints said the
agency routinely harassed workers and
covered up evidence of wrongdoing.

John McCormick, an l8-year veter-
an of the Forest Service, testified against
the agency before the U.S. House sub-
committee on civil service in late Jan-
uary. Since last fall, the subcommittee
has been investigating reports that the
Forest Service and National Park Service
unfairly reassigned two Rocky Mountain
regional managers for enforcing environ-
mental laws against the wishes of some
politicians.

In testimony Jan. 29, McCormick
and two other federal employees said the
Forest Service, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and the Bureau of Reclama-
tion often place special interests before
science in carrying out policy, then rep-
rimand or retaliate against employees
who object to such practices.

"I know when public service has
been replaced by a public sellout," said
McCormick. "That is the case with the
Forest Service."

McCormick said that as a special
agent in charge of employee complaints,
he witnessed numerous attempts by the
agency to cover up evidence of repri-
mands and intimidation.

''Reprisals and coverups are two sides
of the same coin," he continued. "In my
experience, the common thread ... has been
harassment of special agents and other
employees who do not cooperate with
attempted coverups of agency miscon-
duct"

Veteran investigator McCormick
testified that he had been repeatedly
harassed and effectively demoted for try-
ing to enforce environmental and other
regulations during the last 10 years of
his career. He said superiors verbally
abused him, he was frequently reas-
signed and coworkers shunned him.

"My job became a living hell," said
McCormick.

McCormick also said the Office of
Special Counsel, an administrative office
set up to assist workers under whistle-
blower protection laws, fails to do its :
job. When McCormick approached the
office to take his case, the special coun-
sel ignored his witnesses and conducted
a poor investigation, he said.

Also testifying before the House
subcommittee last month was Philip
Doe, an employee of the Bureau of
Reclamation in Denver. Doe, who has
appeared on the TV show 60 Minutes,
said he has long been critical of the
bureau's administration of irrigation sub-
sidies.

Doe said he's witnessed "the sys-
tematic shredding of a law created to
benefit small family farmers" in order ID
serve corporate farms. "It is a monumen-
tal sham," he charged.

Because of his opinions; testified

Doe, his superiors have demoted and
harassed him.

William S. Sipple, an EPA scientist,
also testified before the subcommittee.
He said he felt compelled to resign from
an interagency committee writing wet-
lands policy because politics became the
driving force behind the work.

Joe Fox

Sipple said halfway through the
committee's effort to define wetlands
and recommend protection policies, the
top managers of the agencies intervened
on behalf of the Bush administration.

"The committee was being instructed
ID modify the science ID fit the policy man-
date," said Sipple. "My boIIom line was that
1 felt that, as a scientist, if I did what my
agency was asking me ID do it would consti-

tute unethical behavior on my pan ..."
Sipple resigned from the committee,

but continues to work for the EPA.
Under the administration's new propos-
al, 50 percent of the country's remaining
wetlands will be open to development

Sipple's testimony sounded similar
to that of Lorraine Mintzmyer, former
Rocky Mountain regional director of the
National Park Service. Appearing before
the House subcommittee last September,
Mintzmyer said she was pressured by
her superiors and administration officials
ID alter a draft document recommending
an ecosystem approach for managing the
Greater Yellowstone area.

After the draft study was released,
Mintzmyer said her agency effectively
demoted her by reassigning her to
Philadelphia (HCN, IOn/91). The final
document was 50 pages shorter and sub-
stantially watered down.

Because of these employees' experi-
ence and that of John Mumma, a region-
al forester who resigned after upsetting
politicians by not meeting timber quotas
(HCN, IOn/9l), the House Subcommit-
tee is considering additional legislation
to protect federal employees.

Said subcommittee chair Gerry
Sikorski, D-Minn: "This is bad govern-
ment. The American people don't elect a
Congress to pass laws - choose a presi-
dent to sign those laws, and employ a
civil service to implement laws - only
ID stand by and watch an un-elected band
of backroomers undo the work and score
points with the monied and privileged
who benefit."

- Florence WilUams
HCN staff reporter

Agency lets trees slip away

mit from New Mexico. The ruling effec-
tively places the Energy Department in
the hands of both Congress and New
Mexico regulators. New Mexico Attor-
ney General Tom Udall says it will take
the state at least a year to process the
Department of Energy's application for a
permit at the site. The Waste Isolation
Pilot Project is a planned storage site for
880,000 drums of plutonium-contami-
nated waste from government-owned
nuclear plants in Idaho and Colorado.
Though the site has sparked recent criti-
cism from state officials and environ-
mental groups, WIPP's 900 employees

John Mcflormick, the retired
special agent for the Forest Service,
told Rep. Gerry Sikorski's civil ser-
vice committee that allegations from
whistleblowers had increased seven
times over the past five years.

McCormick listed examples of
improper actions within the Forest
Service that he observed personally
or that were alleged by employees
filing official complaints, including:

• On some occasions, the agen-
cy allowed logging companies to
apply markings that specify which
trees could be cut legally;

• The agency facilitated a pat-
tern of "timber theft," in which log-
gers harvested trees that cannot law-
fully be cut under environmental
laws, and then failed to pay the gov-
ernment anything since there was no
record that the harvests even
occurred;

• The agency censored reports

and doctored data to permit illegal
harvesting of trees in habitats neces-
sary for endangered species such as
the Spoiled owl and bald eagle;

• The agency allowed illegal
timber-harvesting techniques, such
as use of heavy machinery that
leaves diesel oil spills and contami-
nates watersheds;

• The agency allowed logging
companies to dump pesticides into
rivers and watersheds; and

• The agency tolerated an esca-
lation of illegal international timber
exports from government land.
Because the Forest Service eliminat-
ed the checkers who used ID inspect
for Forest Service identification
markings, detection of illegal
exports was unlikely. (Loggers pre-
fer export sales because the timber
can be sold at prices that in some
instances are seven times more prof-
itable than domestic sales.)

HOTLINE
Judge blocks WIPP

A federal judge has temporarily
blocked the Department of Energy from
shipping nuclear waste to an under-
ground repository in New Mexico. U.S.
District Judge John Penn decided that
the government cannot seize land sur-
rounding the Waste Isolation Pilot Pro-
ject, near Carlsbad, N.M., without con-
gressional approval, according to States
News Service. He also ruled that the
DOE must obtain an environmental per-

continue to run tests with dummy steel
drums at the cost of $300,000 a day
(HCN, 1/27/92).

BARBS
Vanity with a vengeance.
After the Idaho Transportation

Department turned down her request for
a vanity license plate reading" Aryan
88," Deon Masker expressed dismay at
'.'not being able to be proud that I'm a
white person," AP reports.

Memos document
overcutting

In a series of inside memos, two 'Jp
timber executives have accused the
Louisiana-Pacific Corp. of drastically
over-cutting its forests, reports the Los
Angeles Times. The executives, whose
memos carne to light last month, charge
that L-P mismanaged its extensive tim-
ber holdings in California by harvesting
trees that were in some cases immature.
Both critics also fault the company for
closing mills. Jerry Partain, an industry
consultant hired by L-P and author of
one of the memos, wrote that cutting
younger and younger trees "will create a
large hole in the timber inventory that
cannot be recovered for decades."
Robert E. Morris, a resources manager
for L-P in California, was fired a week
after writing another critical memo last
August. Environmental activists, who
say the over-cutting on private lands
leads to increased pressure to cut on
public lands, hope the memos will help
secure tighter regulations. An L-P
spokesman told the newspaper that the
cutting rate on its land had already been
slowed.

Eagles shocked
to death

Eagles like to perch on electric utili-
ty poles while they hunt, but near Mee-
teetse, Wyo., that behavior has killed
scores of the birds. U.S. Fish and
Wildlife agents have recently found an
unusually high number of golden eagles
electrocuted by outdated power lines in
the Little Buffalo Basin oil field south of
Meeteetse. One oil-field worker said that
employees have collected more than 50
dead golden eagles in the past eight
months. Because eagles need only touch
two wires at the same time to be electro-
cuted, the closely strung, old-fashioned
lines shock more birds. Most electric
companies now string their lines farther
apart to minimize hazards to rap tors.
The Hot Springs Rural Electric Associa-
tion, which owns the power lines, and
federal officials are currently working ID
resolve the situation, reports the Billings
Gazelle.

Sucking up prairie dogs
A Cortez, Colo., businessman has

started a company that vacuums up
prairie dog colonies. With a converted
septic-system truck and a 50-foot hose,
Guy Balfour can suck prairie dogs from
their burrows. "They are not too dis-
turbed by it," Balfour told AP. "It's
quite a ride." The animals are deposited
alive but somewhat confused in a large
tank, he added, which alJows them to be
"relocated or dispatched." On his first
job at the Ute Mountain Ute Reserva-
tion, Balfour removed 53 prairie dogs in
an hour and 23 minutes. Balfour calls
his new business Dog-Gone.
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LETTERS
WHAT WE NEED NOW
IS RESPECT

Dear HCN,
In December's article on hunting,

the representative of the Department of
Fish, Wildlife and Parks argues that "you
can't manage for individual animals.
You've got to manage for species."

But our old strategy of managing
for individual species still is merely a
matter of juggling short-sighted "special

interests" of one species against another.
It is a strategy based on prejudice, out-
dated assumptions and inadequate infor-
mation.

The reality is that all species, includ-
ing humans, share one fundamental
interest: the healthy functioning of our
ecosystem, our planet. The reality, as we
are finally rediscovering, is that we can't
manage for individual species - we
have to manage for whole systems. And
we are only beginning to construct the
practical and ethical understanding by
which to do so.

I used to be a strict vegetarian. Then

it occurred to me that fertilizer and pesti-
cide contamination, erosion, and loss of
habitat and genetic diversity - from
careless crop agriculture - was more
damaging to the world than the slaughter
of cattle, chickens and fish. So far, I've
moved toward buying organic food
whenever I can, toward raising a garden
and learning from it where my food
comes from.

It seems to me that what is most
needed in this country now is respect.
Respect for the whole community of
which we are part, and for all its mem-
bers, and the connections which bind us

to them. Respect for the land, for the
lives (vegetable and animal) which feed
us.

And at the same time we need
respect for each other. For farmers who
struggle to nurture their land, and sti II
make a living. For everyone who loves
the land, and for the truth that we are
each working - despite prejudice, out-
dated assumptions, and inadequate infor-
mation - to make this world better.

Nancy Wygont
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

UNCLASSIFIEDS

HIGH COUNTRY NEWS classified ads cost 30
cents Jl'" word, $5 minimwn. Display ads 4 coJ..
won inches or less are $lO/coL inch if camera-
ready; $15/col. inch ifwe make up. Larger dis-
play ads are $30 or $35/001. inch. We reserve

-, I /-------,
_~ Solar Electric Power Systems

Water Conservation
/ 1fT Alternative Energy Equipment

Designs & Devices for High OJaiity, LON-impact Uving
Natural Resource Co.

Box 91 Victor, ID 83455 (208) 787-2495

UNFORGETfABLE
ADVENIURE ON HORSEBACK

CONQUISTADOR
RiDES. - Explore
spectacular, remote
and scenic western
Colorado and the
Four Corners area
on Paso horses.

• Riding lessons
• Small groups (up to 8 people)

.. Low-impact camping techniques

.. Exciting variety of outdoor activities

Ride one of our Paso horses
or bring your own horse.

For free brochure, write:
FOUR <XlRNEREXPI!llIENI1AL IJ'.AIINING, DD

"CONQUMADOR RIDPSIt

1760Broadway
GrandJunction, CO 81503

(303)858-3607

the right to screen all ads. Send your ad with
payment to: HCN, Box 1090, Paonia, CO
81428, or call 3031527-4898 for more informa-
tion.

ORGANIZING AND RESEARCH COOR-
DINATOR JOBS AVAILABLE. Wanted:
People wishing to protect natural resources
and family/sustainable agriculture. Northem
Plains Resource Council has two full-time
positions available. Research Coordinator
duties: research, writing, media. newsletter,
library. Organizer duties: build membership,
strategize, fundraise, train leaders. Long
.hours, very rewarding work. Salary begins
between $11,000-$18,000, depending on
experience. 1 month paid vacation. full health
insurance. Send resume, writing sample, and
3 references to Teresa Erickson, NPRC, 419
Stapleton Bldg., Billings, MT 59101.
406/248-1154. Deadline: March 20, 1992.
(lx3b)

11 NATURALIST INTERN POSITIONS,
The Aspen Center for Enviromnental Studies,
Aspen. Colo. Responsibilities: Provide natu-
ral history and interpretive programs for chil-
dren and adults; wildlife rehabilitation; man-
age visitor's center; special exhibits; natural
history writing; maintenance projects. Quali-
fications: Educational background in natural
sciences, environmental education or related;
knowledge of Rocky Mountain flora/fauna
helpful. June-August 1992. Stipend, housing
and Naturalist Field School Course(s). Send
resume, creative" writing sample and 3 refer-
ences to Laura Struempler by March 2,
ACES, Box 8777, Aspen, CO 81612. Call
Laura Struempler for more information at
3031925-5756. (3x1p)

ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST: Collect,
compile and coUate environmental data as
they relate to water resources. Assist in
development of overall environmental plan.
including development of environmental and
water quality codes and standards. M.S.
Environmental, Biological or Water Resource
related fields. $24,000+ DOE. Closing:
March 20, 1992. Send cover letter and
resume to Nez Perce Tribe, Michael J. Pen-
ney, Administrative Manager, P.O. Box 365,
Lapwai, ill83540-0365. 208/843-5501.

TROUT UNLIMITED and the Colorado
Environmental Caucus maintain a free Envi-
ronmental Bulletin Board named TUBB,
phone 303/440-5842. TUBB serves Colorado
environmentalists interested in the legislative
process at the State House. Important bills,
analyses, amendments, alerts will be dis-
played as they become available, plus how
and why to contact legislators, plus their
committee memberships and schedules.

YOUR OWN PART/FULL-TIME BUSI-
NESS, with integrity and conscience. 100
percent guaranteed nutritional products. Call
303/440-6722 in Boulder/Denver area, 1-
800/336-6956 long distance. (lOx2p)

OUTDOOR SINGLES NETWORK, bi-
monthly newsletter, ages 19-90, no forward-
ing fees, SI81l-year. $4/trial issue-informa-
tion. OSN-HCN, P.O. Box 2031, McCall, ill
83638. (9x21p)

LAND LETTER ... the newsletter for natural
resource professionals. Special introductory
offer. Write 1800 N. Kent St., Suite 1120,
Arlington, YA 22209 or call 703/525-6300.

CEDAREDGE, COW. 8 acres, 2 homes -
low maintenance, attached greenhouse, gar-
dens, fruit trees, hay, barn/loft, root cellar,
outbuildings, irrigation, creek, views, quiet.
$128,000.303/856-6362. (3x1p)

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY CATALOO for
remote homes. Solar electric, wind. hydro-
electric generators, wood-fired hot tubs, com-
posting toilets" and more. $2.50, refundable
with order. Yellow Jacket Solar, Box 60H,
Lewis, CO 81327. (6x1p)

FREE BOOK CATALOG: Pioneers, cow-
boys, settlers of the West. Non-fiction, true
stories for men, women and children. Send
29¢ postage. Maverick Publications (HCN),
10245 W. 14th Ave., Denver, CO 80215.
(3x2p)

"OUT1XXJR PEOPLE AD-VENTURE" lists
"60-word descriptions of active, outdoor-ori-
ented Singles and Trip Companions nation-
wide. $3/issue, $12/ad. OUTDOOR PEO-
PLE-HeN, P.O. Box 600, Gaston, SC 29053.
(7xlp)

AMERICAN WILDLANDS is seeking an
Administrative Assistant for its Northern
Rockies Office in Bozeman, Mont. Interest in
environmental issues; experience with word
processing, database, accounting and spread-
sheet software; excellent organization skills;
provide administrative support; assist staff in
membership support, publications and devel-
opment. Starting salary $16,000 plus bene-
fits. Send cover letter and resume to AWL,
127 W. Main, Suite I, Bozeman, MT 59715,
attn. Darcy Tickner. (lx3p)
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(Santa Fe Village on San Francisco Bay)

My people in boxcars,
my people, my pain,
united by the window steam
of lamb stew cooking
and the metal of your walls,
your floors,
your cracks and crickets,
tin rooffull of holes:

that rain
you prayed for
thousands of years

comes now.
when you live
in a world
of water.

So remember the sun.
Remember it was not easy,
the gentle sun
of June mornings
remember

as you pray
today
for the rain
on the mesas

the moisture
in your fields.

Wendy Rose
Coarsegold, California

The moon is a white sliver
balancing the last of its contents
in the final curve of the month

my daughters sleep
in the back of the pickup
breathing small clouds of white in the dark
they liewarm and soft under layersof clothes and blankets
how they dream, precious ones, of grandma

and the scent of fire
the smell of mutton
they are already home.

iwatch the miles dissolve behind us
in the hazy glow of taillights and
the distind shape of hills and mesas loom above

then recede slowly in the clearwinter night.

ising to myself and
think of my father

teaching me, leaning towards me
listening as ilearned
"just like this" he would say
and hewould sing those old songs

into the fiber of my hair
into the pores of my skin
into the dreams of my children

and i am singing /ltIw
for the night

the almost-empty moon
and the land swimming beneath cold bright stars.

Luci Tapahonso
Lawrence, Kansas

The rainbow touched down
"somewhere in the Rio Grande,"
we said. And saw the light of it
from your mother's house in Isleta.
How it curved down between earth
and the deepest sky to give us horses
of color

horses that were within us all of the time
but we didn't see them because
we wait for the easiest vision

to save us.

In Isleta the rainbow was a crack
in the universe. We saw the barest
of all life that is possible.
Bright horses rolled over
and over the dusking sky.
I heard the thunder of their beating
hearts. Their lungs hit air
and sang. All the colors of horses
formed the rainbow,

and formed us

___ ----- - w_a_tc_hi_ng_th_em_·__ J_oY_H~a_TJ~.o~____ P~ SAlbuquerque, New Mexico £.-
.,. f."" <. ,. f, ,', •. : ··,f:'.::.r,·
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It is spring. Even here
the bearsemerge from poured caverns.
Already their cubs have been devoured
by the feather-footed lynx caged next door.
The mad eagle in its gazebo of chicken wire
croaksat fish. The bull elk lcrwers
its lashes like a virgin
to take the bread.

Geesehurtle from the sky
blackand garrulous.
It is time for the snappers
to drag over tarred roads to their nesting ground.
They roll against the new fence like tanks.
They founder but will not turn. They die,
chain link knotted in their beaks,
heavy with ancient life.

Each noon the town siren blows wild
and the yellow-eyed wolf answers
Run with me.*'

For Darlene

Shishaywin. Breath of God,
sleeps with ten days of new life curled
in his tight fists,
his arms still coated with birthing down,
his left arm stretched over him,
a little moan.
He peers at his mother's dress,
the turquoise of a still familiar sky.
God blows up new leaves outside the window.
Willcrwsprepare their summer whispers.

In his blanket of pink cats and blue zebras,
he grunts and flushes,
feeling himself swimming the sea
to her arms, squinting when he feels again
the dust God blew into his eyes
as he emerged.
Our wisdom must be earth-won.

He will be an orator.
Already he raises his left arm for silence.
His face is composed as a poppy.
His mouth oh-oh in astonishment
of what comes - butterfly, stone,
mushroom, shoe, toes.
The roaring train startles his afternoon.
Sucking four fingers at a time,
he dreams of poling a tule boat
through boisterous shadou»,
the reeds, an envelope
of glowing greens, indigo, pale yellow,
while the unseen breath of God
flattens cumulus and fosters
hair he'll find in another month.

What can we give him?
This new world.
White flags of strawberries
signal its coming. Already our adolescent
sun has jiggled greater configurations
of stars.

Breath of God, Shishaywin,
smiles at the wall, then bleats
at his new world. He plans to tell jokes,
to travel south, to offer his mother
heartache and joy in the same moment,
one in each hand.

Roberta Hill Whiteman
St. Paul, Minnesota

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

"Chahinlazpo Zoo" ~ from Jacklighl (Henry Holt. 1984).
"To the Hopi in Richmond" is from ~ Halftmed Chronicles
and Other Poems (West End Press, 1985).
"Vision" is from She Hwl Some Horses (© Thunder's Mouth
Press, 1983). .
"I Am Singing Now" is from A Breeze Swepl Through (West
End Press, 1987).

Far an excellent book list, send a stamped, self-addressed eaee-
lope 10' NATNE AMERICAN AUTHORS DISTRIBUTION
PROJECT, 1M Greenfield Review Press, 2 Middle Grone Road,
Greenfield Center, NY 12833.

- C.L. Rawlins,
HeN poetry editor

The editor's payment for this series was donated to the Native.
America1l Rights Fund and toward a Native American student
scholarship to the Yellow Bay Writer's Worksiwp.

I ./ IIf?" • Louise Erdrich:!"",. r-j,"''' ';!. "'I_a_hpe_to_n, N_o_rth_D_ako_tu - -
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Sagebrush
Rebellion II ...
(Conttnuedfrompage 1)

interim land-use plans, says consultant
Hess, a libertarian and free-market pro-
ponent

While Hess wrote the county plans,
which stress among other things a dis-
taste for the federal government, the
ordinances themselves were written by
Karen Budd, a Wyoming attorney and
one-time special assistant in James
Watt's Interior Department.

She's waging a war

"You're kidding yourself if you
think there's not a war going on for the
West," the Wyoming-born Budd tells her
audiences of ranchers. "The war is about
philosophy. Your county commissioners
can protect your rights a lot better than
the federal government can."

Budd and Hess say they want
greater local control over decisions made
on federal lands. Hess says he would
prefer to see most federal lands reven to
private ownership altogether.

"Government is harmful to our envi-
ronment, and dangerous to individuals,
families and communities," says Hess, a
former Forest Service employee. "It is
making it impossible for communities to
exist"

Some observers and participants
compare the movement to the "Sage-
brush Rebellion" of the late 1970s and
early 1980s, whose backers demanded
that the government turn over its land to
state or private hands.

But the county movement goes
. beyond trying to influence public land
decisions, says Wyoming rancher and
activist Dick Hiser, who is trying to get
his native Carbon County to enact a sim-
ilar plan.

"Many things on the horizon from
the federal government are going to have
an impact on private property,' specu-
lates Hiser. He says the Endangered
Species Act and other laws restrict cer-
tain private land uses. 'We need to safe-
guard and strengthen ourselves on the
homefront,"

"This is really a more sophisticated
Sagebrush Rebellion," notes Larry
Mehlhaff of the Sierra Club in
Wyoming.

Son-of-Sagebrush has some envi-
ronmentalists worried. "The scary thing
is they want to butcher environmental
protection," says Scott Groene, an attor-
ney with the Southern Utah Wilderness
Alliance. "It's disconcerting to have
elected officials trying to do that"

Assisting in the county planning
movement is an organization based in
Bountiful, Utah, called the National Fed-
eral Lands Conference. Run by ideo-
logues who have stated they hope to dis-
mantle the environmental movement, its
motto is John Adams' "property must be
sacred or liberty cannot exist."

One of the conference's advisors,
Ron Arnold, also heads the Center for



the Defense of Free Enterprise in Belle-
vue, Wash. "We're going to run the
environmentalists out of business," he
said in a recent Time magazine interview
(see story page below).

The National Federal Lands Confer-
ence has given seminars throughout the
West with Karen Budd and Karl Hess. A
recent meeting in Steamboat Springs,
Colo., attracted nearly 300 ranchers. The
organization also distributes materials
and publishes strategies for defeating
environmentalists, whom it calls
"entrenched radicals."

The movement appears most popu-
lar in states with pending wilderness
bills, such as California, Montana and
Utah. In Beaverhead County, Mont.,
Commissioner Robert Peterson told the
local newspaper: "Any wilderness is
killing us. It takes away our timber and
hurts our whole economy."

The Utah Association of Counties,
long known for its anti-wilderness
stance, has asked Hess and his consult-
ing firm, The Land Center, to draft plans
like Catron's for eight counties in the
state. But Utah's Office of Planning and
Budget, responsible for assisting coun-
ties in preparing land-use plans, hopes to
water down the attempt.

"We don't think this is the right
approach to be used for comprehensive
planning," says state planning director
Brad Barber. "We're not supportive of
these interim plans. They're not very
useful, and don't provide real direction
or planning for the future. We don't
want to have a predetermined agenda."

Salt Lake City attorney Ralph Beck-
er, who consults for federal agencies,
agrees. "These plans by The Land Cen-
ter are policy statements, not planning.
In no way do they resemble planning,"
he says.

Indeed, many residents of Grand
County, Utah, home to the town of
Moab, say they are horrified by the
rhetoric in their county's draft plan.
Included in the draft document, lifted
almost word-for-word from Catron
County, are statements that support the
controversial 1872 Mining Law, demand
a weaker definition of wetlands, and
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condemn the designation of wilderness.
As an alternative to following feder-

al guidelines for protecting endangered
species, Grand County commissioners
also propose writing their own guide-
lines.

Hess admits the planning documents
are not traditional. "!t's simply to
empower people at the county level to
preserve values they deem important."

Karen Budd argues that such uncon-
ventional measures are necessary to gain
local control of resources and preserve
the "heritage" of commodity production
in the West.

She says existing federal regulations
contain provisions for local governments
to participate in public land planning.
The best way to do this is for the locals
to codify their defmition of "custom and
culture," she says.

Protecting "custom and culture"

"NEPA (the National Environmental
Policy Act) says the government must
use all practicable means to protect our
national heritage," explains Budd. "Most
people think of Indian bones and
dinosaurs, but it could be just any use
that's occurred over long periods of time.
Wouldn't five generations of ranching be
a form of custom and culture?"

Budd says if counties define their
custom and culture through these plans,
then the federal agencies must work with
them and respect their needs. In fact, she
says the counties and feds have equal
standing. "Only in this way," she says,
"can a local government fight to protect
its economic base and the private proper-
ty and rights of its citizens."

The federal land managers in Catron
County disagree. They say the existing
channels of communicatioh, such as the
public hearing process of NEPA, are
adequate for airing the county's con-
cerns. "All they had to do was come and
talk to us," says Gila National Forest
planner Delbert Griego. "We are not a
faceless institution." •

But forest ranger Gardner concedes
the Catron plan has made him more aware
of the county's needs. "Dealing with the
county is a little tense, but I go to every
county commission meeting now." Gard-
ner also says he hasn't cut any grazing
permits since the ordinances passed.

When Catron County rancher Man-
ning speaks to crowds of rural Western-
ers, he stresses the power of local law
and political activism. He says the
movement is more than county-level
planning, that it must have the force of
numbers to be successful.

In Steamboat Springs, Colo., ranch-
ers have packed a conference room at the
Sheraton to hear Manning, Karl Hess
and Karen Budd. Perched on the coat
racks sit dozens of cowboy hats.

"Our constitution as we know it is
being arbitrarily and capriciously
changed through policies and regula-
tions," says the tall, slightly bent Man-
ning.

"If you don't lock your custom and
culture into law," he tells them, "you're
through, you're history. We've been
asleep too long."

In Steamboat, where ranchers say a
recent Forest Service approval of a new
ski development will hurt them, Dick
Manning receives a standing ovation.•

Florence Williams is a staff reporter
for High Country News.

Filmmaker
attacksHCN
at cattlemen's
meeting

In Glenwood Springs, Colo., last
week, High Country Newsbecame the
report instead of the reporter.

At the annual meeting of the Holy
Cross Cattlemen's Association, Roger
Brown from nearby Gypsum got up to
present selections from his proposed
documentary about ranching. Instead, he
announced to the I()(}ranchers in the
room that he had just learned of "hostile
elements" in the audience.

"It has come to my attention that
there are reporters here from High Coun-
try News and Buzzworm,' began Brown.
"They are no friend to us and therefore
I'm not going to show this video here."

He got an immediate response. A
grandfatherly looking man raised his
hand: "Look here, our meetings have
always been open to the public. The
press is always welcome here. We've got
nothing to hide."

.Others also spoke, telling their guest
that he had just shot himself in the foot.
During a break, several people apolo-
gized to us, saying they were embar-
rassed and hoped we didn't think all
ranchers were like Brown. At the same
time, a few who knew High Country
News said that they agreed with Brown
and that HCN was no friend of ranching.
They hadn't really enjoyed the paper,
they said, since founder Tom Bell left in
1974.

As for the embryonic video, its title
is "Western Ranching: A Culture in Cri-
sis." We hear it responds directly to
Audubon's recent documentary, "The
New Range Wars," and uses some of the
same footage. Brown proposes to do two
one-hour videos. The first would
describe a fifth-generation ranching fam-
ily and the second explores the issues
related to grazing.

Ironically, a week later, on Feb. 16,
HCN publisher Ed Marston found him-
self paired on a two-person panel on
public land grazing with Bud Gates,
another promoter of Brown's video.

The panel took place in Grand Junc-
tion, Colo., at the annual meeting of
Club 20, a regional chamber of com-
merce for western Colorado.

Gates showed the video without any
" reference to his fellow panelist.

-F.W.
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Forestry workshop begins with biology,.. • va

and arrives at values and process • ~ • ~

In search 0 sustainabi
'" ach age sets itself difficult searches: for the Holy Grail, for a way to

transmute lead into gold, for a-perpetual motion machine.
On Jan. 13, 130 people gathered to seek this age's Holy Grail:

sustainable development The foresters, economists, sociologists,
public land managers and foundation executives traveled to Reston,

I
Va., to attend the Defining Sustainable Forestry Workshop. Against
all odds, they came surprisingly close to describing what sustainable
forestry might be like. If nothing else, they eliminated several unsus-
tainable approaches to forestry.

The meeting was expertly launched by Edward O. Wilson, the
Harvard entomologist and Pulitzer Prize winner. The West's environ-
mentalists have trained themselves to avoid anthropocentrism;
wolves and grizzlies are as important as man. But Wilson indicated
that even the wolf- and grizzly-lovers are biased -toward back-
bones. He said, or implied, that we vertebrates could disappear
tomorrow and the web of life would barely twitch. Beetles and ants
and fungi and smaller creatures should be at the center of our sense

J
of the biological world, not our fellow mammals.

I To illustrate this, Wilson took us into a forest to accompany a
beetle making a Magellanic voyage around a tree, browsing - or do

- they graze? - on almost invisible forage. To us, the beetle and its
world are unimaginably small- a perspective from which one can't
grasp the idea of a tree, let alone of a forest But beneath the beetle
are tiny cracks that penetrate the bark and wood. Those cracks, frac-
tal-like, provide descending dimensions, one after the other, for all
imaginable scales of life.

Most of us do not know of these worlds and their inhabitants.
But if we memorized all 1.4 million named species, we would still ,
know only I percent, Wilson said, of the world's estimated species.
For millennia this ignorance did not matter. Now, Wilson said - as
conventional economic development moves toward eliminating 30
, percent of these species by 2020 - it is becoming a matter of life
and death.

According to Wilson, the natural world is blessed with redun-
dancy. It has many paths for the cycling of energy and nutrients and
many species and processes to drive those cycles. As a result, ecosys-
tems can withstand the loss of some species. But, Wilson said,
destroy enough species, or clearcut enough trees, or get unlucky and
wipe out a few keystone species, and the ecosystem will crash.

That was the vivid but grim stage Wilson set for a meeting of
foresters and those interested in forests in the very suburban environ-
ment of Reston. Initially, the organizers planned an intimate gather-
ing of 70. But perhaps because it was an invitation-only event, the
organizers were soon besieged by would-be attendees. By Sunday
evening, 130 people had arrived.

Forestry, to the uneducated, is known for its skill in converting,
wholesale, Wilson's complex seen-and-unseen worlds into orderly tree
farms, vast arrays of saplings, or meadows. But those at the conference
were not forestry's had guys (almost all foresters are male). They had
come, after all, to a workshop sponsored by theWilderness Society's
Bolle Center for Forest Ecosystem Management, the World Resources
Institute and the Forest Policy Center of the American Forestry Associa-
tion. And they had come in search of alternatives to present practices.

So scarce were villains that the fifth speaker, economist Richard
Alston of Weber State University in Utah, had to import one. He
quoted from an editorial by the new president of the American
Forestry Association. The AFA president wrote that everything
would be fme if foresters educate the public to the value of clearcuts,
return to the 19th-century principles that an early 20th-century
forester named Gifford Pinchot imported from Germany, and send all
U.S. environmentalists to Siberia to work on tundra tree fauns.

Forestry is 'a practical trade, defined best as whatever foresters
do. Several were on the program to demonstrate or critique what they
do: They measure total biomass and argue over the results; they
iguore non-commercial forests, such as of piilon and juniper trees;
and they study to death commercial trees such as ponderosa pines
and Douglas-firs. Occasionally, foresters follow trees into the ocean;
one speaker said "wood products" provided important habitat for bot-
tom-dwelling ocean fish .•

The audience also contained ecologists, who see trees as one
structural element in a complex system. The conventional foresters
resisted saying that sustainable forests are those that produce a steady
flow of millable logs. But 'a couple of the ecologists succumbed to
their disciplioe's temptation. They defined sustainability rigidly,
replacing the foresters' board-feet with soil and energy and nutrient
flows and cycles.

The ecologists burned most brightly during the first day, when
the audience was eager to grasp at some compact, scientific defmi-
tion of sustainability. But the unworkability of an ecological defini-

by Ed Marston

t•
tion of sustainability quickly beeame clear.

With the ecological approach out of the way, a
approach to the subject began to emerge, in part from the audience
had brought with them to the workshop, and in part because the or
nizers (Jeff Olson of theWilderness Society, AI Sample of the
can Forestry Association, and Nels Johnson of World Resources •
lute) had strategically sprinkled throughout the workshop their most f!!!III'
precious resources: those very few scientists who admitted human activ-
ities to the forest in a sophisticated, integrated way.

Forestry is value-laden. But when it comes to values, foresters
lead unexamined lives. They have so internalized their values that
they think they are doing objective work, and most of them appear to
find it hard to go beyond their discipline's "objective" approach and
enter into this new world of sustainability. As a result of their trade's
discomfort with values, the talks by some foresters fell flat

But a few of the foresters were at home on this new ball coort. I
didn't hear all the speakers. But I heard two pros perform: Jerry
Franklin of the University of Washington, the Forest Service and the
Gang of Four, and Jeffrey Romm of the University of California,
Berkeley, Mendocino County, California, and Nepal.

Franklin said we must look not just at wilderness reserves,
important as they are, but at all the land, whether cut-over, regrowing
or urbanized. He said we must determine how, or if, the cut-over
forests and the agricultural and even the suburbanized land could
support and buffer the uncut reserves.

IfWilson diverted us from backbones, Franklin diverted us from
Forest Service land and old growth. He would not allow the confer-
ees to divide the world into sacred wilderness and profaned, devel-
oped world. Nor would he let property lines stand in the way of his
vision; he followed biology across boundaries.

Franklin has his hand in lots of pots - several scientists com-
plained quietly that he controls far more research dollars than he can
use wisely. But he is best known for his New Forestry - an attempt
to replace clearcutting and even aged stands of trees with more selec-
tive cutting and more natural (even though logged) forest. But
Franklin is not simply a t.eehie. He tries to put logging and preserva-
tion in a political, economic and landscape context.

This larger view is apparent in the report to Congress he helped
write that attempts to aid both the spotted owl and the anadmmous fish
in the Northwest (HeN, 10/21/91).The report rejected a narrow endan-
gered species approach by viewing the forest on a watershed and river-
shed and regional scale, and by looking at more than just the owl. The
report also put people in the equation: It lists 14 levels of preservation
and cutting, and totes up the owls and jobs lost or gained at each level.

Timber industry lobbyist Mark Rey said of the report, "It tells
you more about political science than biological science." Some of
Franklin's scientific peers may agree. Here is a man who suggests
not just how forests should be logged, but tells us that we should fol-
low biology across property lines, that we should relate wilderness
areas to treed suburbs, and that we should - however crudely -
quantify the gains and losses of development and preservation, bal-
ancing jobs against the natural world.

There is no doubt that Franklin and his (few) colleagues are skat-
ing on thin ice. Almost certainly, there are holes to be knocked in
their owls-salmon-jobs accounting. But the point may not be how
precisely Franklin does his work. The point may be that he shows
what needs to be done. He yoo-hoos to the rest of his trade from deep
in an unexplored terrain. Thanks to his forays, the less visionary and
less reckless members of his profession can begin to probe at that ter-
rain - begin to straighten and mop up and even correct Franklin and
his pioneering colleagues.

I'Jrr~,--'~,---jranklin was one of several high points of the
'I, n~f, ~IJ'yconference. Another was the last speaker,

\\ ,\ ) I ~ forestry and natural resources professor Jef-
~.'I ~I'~frey Romm of the University of California at
I. L_,.~,t Berkeley.

The organizers scheduled Romm perfectly. By the middle of the
third day, the audience had cut away the underbrush and concluded that
there was no biological prescription for sustainable forestry. Instead, we
were after values, process and politics. Romm was served up after lunch
to describe how human values and the uses of forests interact

In Romm' s view, the struggle between those who would log and
those who would preserve forests has a life of its own. The s\{,Uggle,
he said, will be lost by both sides. The timber industry, beset by
uncertainty, has reduced its investments in forests even as it cuts as
fast as possible, helping to intensify the struggle over logging, and
accelerating the political doom it fears. On the other side, those who
would preserve forests may discover, if they succeed, that they have
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.1!.~"":::,"";"'7;'kept ~ and~",,,,,~
tenee of the other. ''Environmentalists have become the devil;ukiudus-

,
.
~' ...and vice versa. .. Wi~out this bogeymjlll.'1.>...'...ef.•...,x.•feet, each ~dt.d fly
.,J!I!!ltl into Its many consutoent parts. ~~ruunmentalists m umber
LwWns would split off from national envirOlliilentalists, and loggers and
mill worlcers would no longer fu)e;1i!' with timber firms,

,. Romm said in his talk and U! .. conversation aft
;s;@ tainable forestry can be achieved Only if this destru Iitical.

fight is resolved. But resolution will depend on an al . tive to the W
present economic approach. Resolution will require an on-the-
ground, inch-by-inch development of an approach to SUSj-aillilpilit~
fitted to each community and each forest ..

!!1I!IIIJ Romm said of the conference, "It opened with an attempt to p
.. vide a nationwide definition. But then we backed off from ..tryin

find a single definition. We recognized the need for dive~;" .

, 'i ,!~'ni'-'n Mendocino County, which is dominated by .
i . I . vate land, Romm believes the key lies withitll ~ I~.ers of relatively s.mallPl.Otsof forested Iand-flr'~ i ~160 acres, 320 acres - who live near their prop-

l' . _.. 'erty. ''They are deeply involved in the land. In
fact, they've staked their lives on the land:'

Small owners, be said, invest much more in their land, on a per-
acre basis, than larger commercial operations. "But we do not yet see
a connection between the resulting increased productivity those high-
er investments produce and jobs. These small owners have been act-
ing sustainably, but their behavior is not yet linked to jobs."

Some small owners attempt to create new markets or to add addi-
tional value to the trees they harvest One approach seeks uses for hard-
wood trees, which are treated as weeds by the timber industry.

The small owners, Romm said, are also looking at broader val-
ues. "We are seeing stream rehabilitation, fisheries and habitat
improvement, and so on. This is being done only by small, dedicated,
entrepreneurial types:'

Better care of forested land and the development of hardwood prod-
ucts can lead to more jobs. However, habitat improvement and the like
won't But, Romrn said, ''you would like land improvement to show up
in increased land values. So 'far, research hasn't shown that yet"

Local govemment usually puts jobs first, especially in a declin-
ing rural economy. But increased land values might also please coun-
ty government, which depends in part on property taxes. In timber
counties, heavy cutting of private land and lack of reforestation hit
twice. Cut-over land neither supports jobs nor has significant proper-
ty value, unless the logged land is converted to subdivisions.

The threat of suburbanization or secoud homes looms especially
high given the large number of absentee owners of forested land in
Mendocino County. But the absentee owners are also potential allies in
the struggle to create sustainable forestry that can support the existing
rural economy.

According to Romm, "The absentee owners reside elsewhere,
they want to be good stewards, they want to make money and they're
not near the land enough to understand how to manage it

''They need a system and entrepreneurial middlemen to allow
them to help maintain the rural-agrarian economy. If that doesn't
happen, there will be fragmentation of older property ownership pat-
terns, with resultant decline:' Romm, who owns forested land in
Mendocino County, said he is disappointed that his forestry students
at Berkeley are not interested in becoming the all-important urban-
rural go-betweens.

"But people out of a political science background have been
effective at this:' They understand the political context, and then they
pick up the science, he said.

"It takes a person who is willing to pull the land owners togeth-
er, someone who can put different ownerships in common manage-
ment plans. It's not at all easy:'

Romm said no one expects a quick discovery of sustainability.
"All we're after is to tum the vision by two degrees. And then to tum
it by two degrees more."

This slow approach to sustainability, Romm said, would have to
occur in step with a change in the politics surrounding forested land.
"I hope to see a growing civility, in which people look at what they
have in common rather than at their differences:' These pitched,
ungiving battles hurt all sides, he said.

"We've assumed in this country that we can take conflict as far
as we want without it leading to violence. But there is violence. It's
just been transferred to the environment."

He said Americans fight hard, as in the environmental-develop-
ment struggle, "because we know our institutions - the courts,
Congress - will resolve it But this all-out advocacy creates unstable
relations with the land:'

Romrn's fonnuJation of sustainability as process, civil dialogue and
a groping toward a new arrangement of economy and community
doesn't push the foresters and ecologists and economists who attended
the workshop out of the picture. It simply puts them in their places, as
providers of information and expertise rather than as providers of values.
Even a united coalition of Mendocino land owners - Berkeley radicals,
San Francisco bankers and local loggers - can't violate biological and
economic principles. They need GiffordPinchot to tell them what is pos-
sible. But they don't need Gifford Pinchot to tell them how to live their
lives and earn their livings. •

Ed Marston is publisher of High Country News.
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____ by Patrick Dawson

n the 1920s, in the dry hill
country of eastern Montana, the
brawling coal camps of Klein,
Gibbtown and Number Three
were portals into American life
for thousands of immigrant

families. Out of those camps blossomed
the career of the notorious United Mine
Workers union leader, Tony Boyle, suc-
cessor to the great John L. Lewis, tough-
est labor organizer in history.

Beyond the underground coal mines
and camps was the divide between the
Yellowstone and Missouri rivers. There,
the land was good mostly for knotty pine
sawmill timber and cattle grazing. Its
. soil can be powdery dust when dry, slick
gumbo when wet.

This is where the Charter ranch got
along for decades, comfortably apart
from the coal miners down the road. The
ranch commodity was live beef raised in
fresh air.

Then, one day in the early 1970s,
coal became a hot topic again.

Coal companies wanted to come
into Musselshel1 County and lease sur-
face rights, eventually tapping shallow
seams below the grazing land. These
would be huge, open-pit, industrial-sized
operations.

Coal company agents offered a gen-
tieman's way of life to Boyd Charter, a
salty, roll-yer-own, whiskey-gulpin',
plain-talkin' man.

Twenty years later, Boyd'S widow
Anne recalls the coal company "lease
hounds" arriving over the ranch's muddy
road in a limousine. She served them
coffee; one of the lease hounds said it
was the best he'd ever tasted.

Boyd told him, "Bul1shitl My wife
nevermade a good cop of coffee in her life!"

One lease hound looked out the win-
dow into the pasture and complimented
Boyd on raising such fine specimens of
horseflesh. They were a bunch of broom-
tailed bucking horses, Boyd said The visi-
tors kept it up, trying harder to impress
Boyd with their good intentions. They left
a lease agreement on the kitchen table and,
as they were going out the door, Boyd
grinned: "I don't sign my name with an 'x'
like they do in Appalachia!"

From then on, a simple peaceful
way of life was under siege. Charter and
a few other ranchers realized that it was

MORE ON
"MINE FROM HELL"
DearHGN,

I find most of the articles in HGN
interesting and general1y with merit.
However, since I have been in mining all
of my life, as has my father and my
grandfather, it is not surprising that I
found your recent articles on the General
Mining Law disturbing and pointedly
lacking in truth in many areas.

One misconception in particular
must be pointed out Jim Robbins, in his
article oribe "mine from hell,' contin-
ues the typical misinformation passed
out by a biased press when he states,
"Because the 1872 General Mining Law
allows companies to mine for hardrock
minerals with little environmental scruti-
ny ..." (HGN, 11/4/91). You know better
than that. The General Mining Law is a
land tenure act, not an environment act.
A land tenure act, not one that was ever
meant to cover the environmental
aspects of mining.

Take it from one who has spent a
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A unique outfit
marks two decades
of scrappy life
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time to either sign it all away or modify
their code of stubborn independence.
Charter organized the Bull Mountain
Landowners Association, which began a
long and - so far - winning battle to
preserve his part of the country from
strip-mining.

Charter's efforts inspired others in
eastern Montana faced by the boom in
fossil fuels. It was mostly conservative
farmers and ranchers who banded
together and formed the Northern Plains
Resource Council. Twenty years later,
it's bigger and stronger than ever.

The resource council states that its
mission is "committed to land steward-
ship and social justice principles that
ensure future generations a healthy,
quality homeland." It also believes that
rural, urban and tribal communities in
the region can prosper without destroy-
ing the land.

At the resource council's 20th annu-
al meeting in Billings recently, longtime
members and former staff people got
together one afternoon and reminisced.
Back-patting wasn't in evidence, but
humor and anecdotes were. People
recalled that back in the 1970s the strug-
gle seemed almost impossible for local
people to win. Coal-rich Montana
prairies were being talked up as the
"boiler room of the nation." A massive

considerable amount of his
career permitting mining
operations and exploration
projects ... and seeing that
they maintain environmental
compliance ... there are
numerous local, state and
federal environmental regu-
lations and laws that mining
operations must comply
with. Mr. Robbins' article
does nothing to provide your
readers with any real infor-
mation in this area. This is
unfortunate and does a dis-
service to the industry that
provides the basic raw mate-
rials for our society (including your
printing press!).

Jim Col1ord
Elko, Nevarla

GRAZERS AND RED MEAT
EATERS
Dear HCN,

Donald Worster is right that it will
take disinterest and freedom from market
pressures to make prairie restoration pos-

series of coal-fired electrical generation
plants was planned to feed faraway but
politically powerful urban centers.

As it turned out, the national energy
shortage was overstated. Power plants
built in Rosebud County were held to
strict air emission standards, and compa-
nies paid taxes for schools and county
services. Rancher, cowboy poet and for-
mer Powder River Basin Resource
Council chairman Wal1y McRae chal-
lenged the huge Colstrip developments
and won some concessions.

But McRae couldn't stop the
inevitable. He rides his horse and runs
cattle on land now owned by Peabody
Coal.

As he wrote some years ago in a
poem:

Where did the spring go that
watered the stock?

In the mines. In the strip mines
And the old Indian signs on the

petroglyph rock?
In the mines. In the strip mines
And all of my dreams?
Sacrificed it seems.
In the mines. In the strip mines.

In time, others came to join the Char-
ters and the McRaes. What they faced -
and in some cases still face - are strip

sible (HCN, 12/16/91). But he left out
one profitable and proven means: graz-
ing. As long as people eat red meat,
grazing on the plains wil1 be sustainable,
and a way to keep the country in grass.
With grazers you can have your scenery
and eat it, too. It won't be disinterested
folks who sell their corn-irrigating
equipment and buy grass seed. They will
be profit-minded.

But what if red meat continues to
. decline in consumer favor? And why

mines and power plants in McCone Coun-
ty; strip mines and a new railroad spur
through the Tongue River Valley; gold
mines on the edges of Yellowstone
National Park; platinum mines on the
front of the Beartooth Mountains in Still-
water and Sweet Grass counties; sodbust-
ing of rangeland in Musselshell and
Petroleum counties; bank foreclosures and
a hopelessly monopolized marketplace;
asthmatic town dwellers plagued by wors-
ening air pol1ution from Billings-area oil
refmeries and schemes to ship out-of-state
garbage to Custer County.

The good news for the council is that
grass-roots affiliates around the state have
nearly doubled since 1988. New citizens
groups keep popping up and taking on
current and more complex issues, thanks
to the 2O-year impetus of an organization
of hard-headed conservative ranchers and
their low-paid and usually liberal staff.

Through the years, the organization
has been accused of being run by ranch-
ers who refuse to change. Staffers say
the group is democratically run, not
bossed. The Northern Plains Resource
Council now has 1,500 paid members,
five full-time organizers, and covers
almost all of Montana.

During the gettogether, Wally
McRae explained the years of culture
clash this way: "We took a bunch of pot-
smoking, long-haired environmentalists,
mixed them in with this crusty, conser-
vative, rural constituency of the mem-
bership, and forced them to respect us."

cRae recalled rid-
ing across the
state in the back
seat of a staffer's
clattering old
Volvo, when

another passenger, Tom France, chas-
tised McRae for avoiding an environ-
mental ally fol1owing his testimony at a
power plant siting hearing that day. "The
reason I slid away," McRae explained,
"is because his odor was so offensive,
my eyes were burning. I don't under-
stand people like that, who practice cal-
culated grubbiness."

France, who would become a law
professor and environmental lawyer,
informed McRae that, in college, he had
grubbiness "down to a fine science."
Why? France turned around to McRae in
the back seat and told him, "probably

does HGN continue to report on grazing
issues without mentioning meat?

Michael Melius
Hermosa, South Dakota

SOIL EXPERIMENTS
NEEDED
DearHGN,

In the Nov. 18 HCN, Dale Turner in
"Are desert visitors turning fragile soils
into dust?" drew heavily on an article by
Kurt Gutknecht in the summer 1991 issue
of Utah Science. The snippets therefrom
imply that one can disturb microphytic
crusted without consequence.

The point is, we don't reliably know
at present whether these organisms are
crucial in land stability and many other
possible roles in desert ecosystems. If
defendable-effect relationships are
desired, designed experiments with con-
trols and replications are requ~.

NeilE. West
Logan, Utah

The writer is a professor of range
science at Utah State University .



just to piss people like you off!"
, Tim Stearns carne on board just out
of college and reminded the gathering
that staff director Pat Sweeney, who has
given 20 years to the environmental
cause, used to quiz prospective staffers
about any aversion to red meat. Sweeney
knew that vegetarians might not survive
far-flung trips across the prairies.
Staffers, he recalled, tried to time visits
to member ranches at dinner time.

Pat Smith, now a lawyer for the
Confederated Salish-Kootenai Tribes,
recalled the time he and Sweeney picked
up Robert Redford at the Billings airport

for an appearance at an environmental
fund-raiser screening of Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid. Montana's gover-
nor back then was anxious to attract Hol-
lywood productions to the state, and
wanted to corner Redford and rub
elbows. On the ride into town, Sweeney
quickly informed Redford that the Col-
strip power plant permits had just been
issued, and ihe governor had gone back
on his earlier promises to oppose them.

Redford got the message: cold
shoulder for the governor.

Smith also recalled a resource coun-
cil retreat held at a new-age dade ranch
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near Helena. When a couple of the old
rancher members came to the table in the
morning and found only yogurt and gra-
nola, they rebelled. "Where the hell's
breakfast?" they demanded.

Anne Charter related that the
"biggest lie" she ever heard from the
opposition came when a "coal panel"
scheduled for Billings in the early 1970s
advertised that its speakers would repre-
sent all sides.

"We found out that the environmen-
talists on the panel were hired by the
coal companies," she says. So a few
ranchers who would spontaneously form

NPRC that very weekend - with help
from Cecil Garland, a founder of the
Montana Wilderness Association and
Western Solidarity - showed up at the
meeting, asked too many questions and
stirred up the audience.

'The moderator lost complete control.
One of the coal men almost lost his job. It
was just beautiful chaos!" she recalled.

A founder of the newest resource
council affiliate told the gathering how
opposing industry continues to be risky
business. Wade King of Silvergate, a
tiny town at the northeast entrance to
Yellowstone Park, explained that his
activism with the Beartooth Alliance in
questioning a proposed open-pit gold
mine in the nearby mountains caused
him to be slugged by a drilling rig boss
in a Cooke City bar.

King filed charges. The driller was
acquitted. King said defense witnesses
that had materialized for the tria1 landed
drilling-crew jobs a week later. A wit-
ness for King lost his job with the explo-
ration company and had to leave town.
King's rented building housing his ski-
outfitting store and residence was bought
by the mining company and he was
evicted, he concluded.

Still, the organization has come a long
way. Politicians now pay attention. It has
an extensive research and information base;
it lobbies at the Montana legislature and is
experienced in filing legal actions to get
judicial review of industrial plans.

What's different today about the
Northern Plains Resource Council, com-
pared to 20 years ago? "]' d say that
we've become just a mite more sophisti-
cated," said Anne Charter. "We've
become part of the national community."

Outgoing NPRC Chairman Paul
Hawks, a young rancher from Sweet
Grass County, ended the meeting on an
emotional note. "People in Montana
should be able to make the decisions that
affect our lives, and that decision-making
process should be democratic," he said.
"And that holds true for our organization.
I think people come to Northern Plains,
mainly, because alone they realize they're
going to be isolated and probably lose
whatever their fight is. But by standing
together, they know they can win."

NPRC is headquartered at 419 Sta-
pleton Building, Billings, MT 59101
(406/248-1154). •

Pat Dawson is a free-lance reporter
in Billings, Montana, who has reported
on environmental issues since 1976.

AGENCY IDEOLOGY
IS EXPLOITIVE
Dear HCN,

Dale Robertson's claim that he was
not politically forced to oust Regional
Forester John Mumma rings true (HCN,
IOn/9I).

In the first place, I find it hard to
believe the likes of Sen. Larry Craig (R-
Idaho), Sen. Conrad Burns (R-Mont.)
and Rep. Ron Marlenee (R-Mont.) col-
lectively have enough clout to move an
assistant ranger, much less a regional
forester. Secondly, it is difficult to see
political pressure as an excuse for exces-
sive cutting and zealous entry into road-
less areas when the agency so effectively
resists political pressure if it goes against
Forest Service pro-commodity biases.

The most recent example of Forest
Service ability to resist political pressure
is illustrated by recent actions on the
Fairview Sale in the Shawnee National
Forest in lllinois. The entire Illinois dele-
gation, not the least of which was Sid
Yates, urged the Forest Service to sus-

pend this sale and all logging on the
Shawnee until the completion of plan
revisions. Logging is proceeding in spite
of delegation and citizen outrage.

The excessive logging we are seeing
throughout the national forest system is
only somewhat accelerated by the current
symbiotic relationship between an adrnirtis-
tration with an exploitation bent and an
agency with an exploitation ideology. The
Forest Service has long followed an agenda
of converting all old growth to tree farms
and roading all remaining roadIess areas as
quickly as possible in spite of constraining
political pressure and legislationsuch as the
National Forest Management Act. Never
mind that most, if not all, the remaining
roadless areas are submarginal for timber
production and never mind that there likely
will be no short- or long-term shortages of
timber. This agency ideology predates the
current administration by decades.

Attributing the Mumma coup to
political pressure is to let the agency off
too easily.

I think what we are really seeing is
high-ranking Forest Service ideologues
desperately trying to beat public senti-

ment to the last undeveloped land. They
know full well that the tide is swelling
against further exploitation of our
national forests. Every day they can
delay response to public pressure, thou-
sands more acres are developed beyond
the reach of "preservationists."

Some Forest Service people are
examining the rationality of old
paradigms. Mumma and the few forest
supervisors who have stood against pres-
sure have earned new respect from those
of us who retain a glimmer of hope for
Forest Service reform,

Are we waiting in vain for others to
stand?

Dan Heinz
Reno, Nevada

Dan Heinz is a retired Forest Ser-
vice employee.

LEAVECOOKE CITY AIDNE

Dear HCN,
When I chose to live in Cooke City,

Mont., I did so fully accepting the scale
of economy of this rural, mountainous

community for which tourism is the sole
base. Tbe exchange of less yearly
income for more free time to enjoy the
recreation opportunities, scenic beauty
and quiet solitude of my area makes the '
lifestyle unbeatable, in my estimation.

I have lived in Cooke City for 17
years, have owned a general store here
with my husband for 14 years, and have
been fishing in the lakes and streams since
Iwas a young girl. This is my home.

The quality of my life is my valu-
able gem. Now a powerful Canadian
company is proposing a mine that would
unalterably change that (HeN, 11/4/91).
It is promoting its development by assur-
ing us how beneficial the jobs, growth
and change will be. Quite the contrary;
in 20 years or less the company will be
gone, leaving us to deal with a shambles
of a culture, a boom-bust economy, and
a possible superfund site.

Citizens should demand the protec-
tion of natural resources on public lands
and the reformation of the antiquated
1872 Mining Law.

Sue Glidden
Cooke City, Montana

•
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\ LESSONS FROM CAllFORNIA
Those who live in the arid, inland West

pretend California does not exist It is our
protection against being overwhelmed by the
very idea of the state. John Walton's Western
Times and Water Wars; State, Culture, and
Rebellion in California is not likely to relieve
our fears, but it can help us deal with the
behemoth. His readable history is about the
Owerts Valley's ongoing struggle with Los
Angeles over Owens River water. The Sierra
Nevada range isolates the Owens Valley
from populous. coastal California, so it is
physically part of the inland West. But politi-
cally it belongs to California and is vulnera-
ble to expropriation of its water. Those who-
have seen the movie Chinatown may think
of the Owens Valley as a conquered, sub-
merged land. But Walton, professor of soci-
ology and anthropology at the University of
California, Davis. describes how the surviv-
ing Owens Valley residents - at first serfs of
the Los Angeles Water and Power Depart-
ment - gradually asserted themselves. These
rural, working people used national and Cali-
fornia env~entallegislation to overcome
their politi<.\l and economic disadvantages. .
The book demonstrates that rural areas
preyed upon by large urban or corporate foes
can use environrnentallaws and regulations.
and the environmental sympathies of urban
residents, to protect themselves. There is also
a very large lesson here for the environmen-
tal movement: It does best when it under-
stands and is allied with local interests.

University of California Press, 2120
Berkeley Way, Berkeley, Calif., 94720.
Cloth; $27.50, 398 pages, 32 photos, 6 maps,
14 tables.

-EdMarston

)

ENVIRONMENfALLA W
MEGA·CONFERENCE

A Public Interest Environmental Law
Conference in Oregon March 12-15 will
bring together over 240 speakers from 20
countries. The conference, called "Environ-
mental Alternatives: Grass Roots to Global."
includes David Brower, executive director of
Earth Island Institute; Dr. Z. Batjargal, envi-
ronment minister of Mongolia; Nobuo Koji-
ma, an envirorunental attorney from Japan;
Winona LaDuke. president of the Indigenous
Women's Network. and many other speakers,

scientists, attorneys and stu-
dents. The 70 panels include

---- "Grazing: Lawn Mowing Public
Lands," "Alaska Native Rights:
Tribal Status & Indian Coun-
try," "Alternative Energies: The
Logical Direction" and
"Ecofeminism: Women's Per-
spective." The conference fee is
on a sliding scale of $0-$15 and
includes a pizza and keg party.
The conference is sponsored by
LAW. an environmental law
society, the Western Environ-

Lesley Fry/Dry erik Relliew mental Law Clinic and the Stu-
dent Bar Association. It takes

place at the Universiry of Oregon School of
Law in Eugene, Ore. For infonnation call
503/346-3828.

NO MORE COWS
The Wild Raru:hReview, a new, eight-

page newsletter, will cover community issues
in the West from what used to be a ranch in
southern Colorado. In his first issue, editor
Tim Haugen profiles the l07-acr'e ranch itself
as well as a group called Mission: Wolf, in
Silver Cliff, Colo., that houses wolves and
wolf -dog hybrids. For more information
about the quarterly and Haugen's privately
owned wildlife refuge "carved out of the cow
country:' write him at P.O. Box 81, Gulnare,
CO 81042.

PRO-COW, ANn-Cm
Contemporary cowboy poetry, complete

with its clip-clop rhymes, is featured inDry
Crik Review, edited by John C. Doffiemyer.
The autumn 1991 "environmental issue" fea-
tures mostly pro-cow, anti-city and anti-envi-
ronmentalist poems. InOde to the Spoued
Owl, SUJUlYHancock describes environmen-
talists as "large-mouthed. loose-lipped birds."
Other cowboy poets write about the messes
city people have made of their habitat and
conclude that in comparison. cowboys aren't
such awful stewards of the land. "Would it do
the do-gooders any good to know that people
in concentrations of more than a few hundred
are an environmental disaster?" asks Charles
Pons, who has written a book called The Dic-
tatorship of the Environment, Virginia Ben-
nett addresses the resort issue inMy Environ-
menJalist Poem, asking; "Why don't we elim-
inate Vail and Aspen? It was once excellent
habitat!" Songwriter Katie Lee contributes a
thoughtful. frustrated essay about drowned
Glen Canyon, mourning a place she loved.
What Lee, Bennett, Preston, Potts and most
other poets in the review share is a distaste'
for people. The Review's environmental issue
contains both poetry and prose.

Dry Crik Press, P.O. Box 51, Lemon
Cove, CA 93244. Paper: $7 for environmen-
tal issue, $20 for four, quarterly issues. 72
pages. Illustrated with pen-and-ink drawings
by 'Lesley Fry.

- Melind4 Merriam

FOR THE TOKrOISE
A California-based citizens' group dedi-

cated to the survival of the desert tortoise will
hold its second annual symposium March 6-
9. The Desert Tortoise Council's gettogether
features discussion about the fate of hundreds
of wild tortoises removed from lands slated
for development throughout its range in
Southern California, Nevada, Utah and Ari-
zona. The group will also hear about the lat-
est research on-upper respiratory tract dis-
eases that threaten tortoises. The conference
concludes with a field trip to Piute Valley, a
tortoise-management area on the California
border south of Lake Mead The symposium
is set for the Palace Station in Las Vegas.
Nev. For more information contact the Desert
Tortoise Council, P.O. Box 1738, Palm
Desert, CA 92261 (714/697-5360).

WATER-WISE GARDENING
The Xeriscope Flower Gardener, by land-

scape architect Jim Knopf, describes how
best to plant flowers and shrubs in the arid
West. Currently, as much as 60 percent of the
West's supply of drinking water is used for
landscape irrigation at a substantial cost to
consumers. says Knopf. By xeriscap-
ing, a term that means low-water
gardening, landscapers can sig-
nificantly decrease their need for
water. The trick is to scrap
exotic grasses and flowers
from rainy climates and
switch to plants native to
the dry West. Knopf
describes methods for
landscaping and
includes tips on
how to attract or
discourage
'wildlife. Plant
species are also
descr ibed in detail
with recommendations for growing condi-
tions and maintenance.

Johnson Publishing Company, 1880 S.
57th Court, Boulder, CO 80301. Soft cover:
$14.95, 187 pages. Illustrated with drawings
and photographs.

EAJU'H FIRST! IS STILL OurRAGEOUS
Earth First!, the radical environmental

group, wants the "outraged-but-unclear-as-to-
how-to-get-involved" public to join in a "day
of outrage" on Jolm Muir's birthday, April
21. The group plans pagan rites, singing,
shouting and other demonstrations at Forest
Service headquarters, congressional offices
and in the forests. Earth First!'s last day of
outrage occurred in 1988. For more informa-
tion or to get an "action packet," write Day of
Outrage, P.O. Box 411233, San Francisco,
CA 94141-1233 (415/921-3578).

LAND FIGHT EN BOUWER
Federal agencies want to construct 1.15

million square feet of buildings and parking
lots on one of the last remaining parcels of
open apace in Boulder, Colo. The proposed
federal complex would house office and labo-
ratory facilities for the U.S. Forest Service,
the N ationa! Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. and the National Institute of
Science and Technology. According to
Enchanted Mesa, a local citizens'
group opposing the development, the
agencies have failed to comply
with federal envirorunental
requirements. Macon Cowles,
attorney for the group, says
they plan to file a lawsuit to
push agencies for a complete
environmental impact state-
ment for the project. For more
information, call Enchanted Mesa
organizers Stacy Goldfarb, 303/499-
5470, or Rick Smrm, 303/494-0687.
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BEYOND
HE FAR RIDGE

EdwlIl'd M. McGough
illustrations by Victoria Bales

UVING THE HIGH ure
For more than 30 years, EdMcGough

dreamed of living in a remote mountain envir0n-
ment "far beyond the end of tire tracks." Born'
on a New England fann in 1917,McGough
made his living working 011 ranches in Califor-
nia, Colorado and Wy0rnin8 until the day he
and his wife, Mary, 10_ up their belongings
011 a string of pack horses and headed into the
back country. For 12 years the coople lived as
pioneers in a log cabin !hey built jhemselves.
Access was only bY foot, snowshoe or pack
horse. McGough shares his story inBeyond the
Far Ridge: Pioneering in the Rocky MOWIIain
High COWIIry. He fills the pages ofhis fourth
book with tales of cantankerous cowboys and
livestock, plus derails of life without electriciry
above 8,000 feet.

High Plains Press, P.O. Box 123, Glendo,
WY 82213; 307n35-4370. Paper: $10.95.
208 pages. Illustrated by Victoria Bales.

-Dan Egan

A CONFROVERSIALROAD
A canyon adjacent to Yellowstone

National P~k is horne to one of the highest
concentrations of grizzly bears in the United
States. In. addition, moose. elk. bighorn
sheep, mule deer, black bears, bald eagles
and peregrine falcons winter in the canyon
formed by the North Fork of the Shoshone
River. But in the summer, U.S. Highway 14-
16-20 through the canyon carries 500,000
cars past 1'1 resorts, 12 campgrounds and 12
trailheads on a narrow, 27.5-mile stretch
between the park and Cody, Wyo. The
Wyoming Highway Department says that this
road, built in the 1930s, is unsafe and wants
to widen and straighten it.The U.S. Forest
Service is requiring an environmental impact
statement before the project begins, citing the
significant potential for harm, according to .
the Shoshone National Forest's special pro-
jects coordinator. The Forest Service. Anny
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service 'and Wyoming Game and Fish
Department are now working on a draft EIS
end assessing alternatives. The draft EIS may
be completed this May, says the Cody Enier-
prise. But one critic says a bigger, faster road
is not needed. Bill Willers, a zoologist at the
University of Wisconsin. says, "This is a nar-
row country road. Once you 'improve' it, you
impede wildlife migrations. It's in one of the
most beautiful places in the world. It's OK to
drive slowly through it" The Greater Yel-
lowstone Coalition has proposed several
changes but is waiting for the draft EIS
before determining a position on the road
project, says staffer Jeanne-Marie Souvigney.
For more information, contact Garry Edson,
Wapiti Ranger District, 230 W. Yellowstone

Ave., Cody, WY 82414, 307/527-
6922. The Greater Yel-

lowstone Coalition can
be reached at P.O.

Box 1874,
Bozeman,MT
59771.


