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y center of gravity in
the world's circle of
deforestation is a

, ~ series of newspaper
I stories I wrote during

the spring or'I988. I think of this center
as a peephole in a board fence: the closer
my eye approaches it, the wider becomes
the view of what lies beyond. I was a
confident reporter when I first put my
eye to the hole, confident I knew where
this looking would lead. In the end the .
field widened far beyond my expecta-
tions.

It shattered a career and settled a
life.

The story came to me during the
first months of 1988. I took-a new
assignment as the environmental reporter
for the Missoulian, which is the daily
paper based in Missoula. One of the
three largest papers in the state, it covers
all of northwestern Montana, an area the
size of West Virginia. I had been with
the paper almost three years, reporting
until then on state politics and county
government. It was my fifth paper in 14
years as a reporter. I had moved to Mon-·
tana from Idaho in 1985, largely for a
chance to live among the state's moun-
tain streams and roadless backcountry. A
few years later, when the chance came to
switch beats to write about such places, I
took it.

Steve Woodruff, the previous envi-
ronmental reporter, put me onto the pro-
ject that triggers all of this. Years before,
he had done some interviews but had
been unable to turn the story. He gave
me a computer printoutof one interview
and steered me toward one of his anony-
mous sources.
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This source was a bureaucrat and a
forester, a person schooled to cut trees.
This particular forester presided over the
logging of a large corner of Montana,
but in doing so, he came to understand
that errors were made.

He had allowed his love of the land
to open his head to science's growing
wisdom about forests. This wisdom sug-
gests that some of his colleagues have
harmed the land.

I met him for lunch once, just to
become acquainted, but did not ask him
then about abusive logging on corporate
property. Just two corporations - Plum
Creek Timber Company and Champion
International - own and log on about
1.7 million acres scattered across west-
ern Montana. Largely, this land exists as
2,600 separate square-mile sections;
taken together, it is an area larger than
Delaware.

It was common knowledge that the
corporations had logged hard in recent
years, but no one outside of the corpora-
tions knew how hard.

Encouraged by Woodruff, I fol-
lowed up on that luncheon with a meet-
ing in the source's office. Without much
prodding, he laid out the logical frame-
work that pointed to a clear conclusion:
The logging business in Montana had
taken a brutal turn that would punish the
land, the local economy, and the small-
time loggers and mills.

The jaws of a vise

This was not a case of corporate
predation as usual. Instead, some unin-
tended spin-offs of environmental law , a
national business climate characterized I

by hostile corporate takeovers, and some
land ownership patterns laid down more
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Paradise comes to Paonia
As we leamed from. The Last Pic-

ture Show, movie theaters in small towns
like Paonia are supposed to close. So
when Lynne and Charlie Bear shut their
Bear's Theater several years ago, no one
was surprised.

The surprise came on a blowy Satur-
day night in mid-September, when the
2oo-seat movie house reopened as the
Paradise Theatre.

The reopening drew a glittering,
first-night crowd, complete with a
limousine to shuttle people from the
police department parking lot to the front
of the newly remodelled building. The
sentence of the night was a surprised,
"Well, don't you look nice!" as North
Fork Valley residents shed jeans and
baseball hats for suits, dresses, floppy
hats and high heels.

The movie chosen by Paradise The-
atre owner Danny Perkins and manager
Marcie Garber was City Slickers - a gen-
tle and nurturing version of Thelma and
Louise. In it, three New York City pals
discover the meaning of life on a cattle
drive through some beautiful (although
overgrazed) land in New Mexico and Col-
orado. The audience, many of whom had
made a similar trip from urban roots to
small town, watched raptly.

Walkin'Jim

We got a letter from Walkin' Jim
Stoltz, of Big Sky, Montana, the other
day. He said he'd be performing at
Steamboat Springs and Aspen in Octo-
ber, and asked if we were interested in
him doing a benefit in Paonia forHigh
Country News.

We immediately thought of the Par-
adise Theatre, and booked if for 7:30
p.m., Tuesday, Oct. I.Walkin' Jim puts
on a terrific multimedia show called For-
ever Wild. It features his own songs,
accompanied by a six or 12-string guitar,
and slides based on more than 17,DOD
miles of treks in the high country of
America. Jim defines wilderness as "a
place where there's something bigger out
there that can eat you."

Tickets are $6 for adults and $3 for
children and senior citizens. Send a
check to HCN, Box 1090, Paonia, CO
81428 and we'll send you tickets or hold
them for you at the box office.

Off with those hats

A reader recently complained that
we insulted three federal agencies. The
writer objects to the logos on the hats we
used to symbolize the Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management and Fish
and Wildlife Service in an ad soliciting
contributions to the High Country News
Research Fund through the Combined
Federal Campaign.

Senses of humor differ; what we
saw as affectionate pokes at agencies
tbat are slowly changing, the reader saw
as unfair digs. But an employee with the
National Park Service pointed out an
undeniable problem with tbe ad: It
ignored a raft of federal agencies.

Diane Allen, chief naturalist for
Arches National Park in Utah, gently
noted thatHCN has many readers in the
BLM, Forest Service and Fish and
Wildlife Service, but it also has sub-
scribers in the National Park Service, the
State Department, the military, the Geo-
logical Survey, the House of Representa-
tives, the Senate, the Government
Accounting Office, the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice, the Bureau of Mines, the Depart-
ment of Justice, the Library of Congress,
the Bureau of Reclamation, Environmen-

tal Protection Agency, the Bureau of Indi-
an Affairs and Army Corps of Engineers.

Then there are the mysteries. What
is USDA Aphis/B&T? Is the National
Academy and Sciences and Engineering
a federal agency or an independent
body? Where does the Smithsonian fit?

Our excuse for neglecting so many
agencies is that this is HCN's first year
in the Combined Federal Campaign,
which is a United Way for federal
employees. We ask federal employees
who give through the Combined Federal
Campaign to use the CFC to contribute
to the High Country News Research
Fund. While subscription income is
important to HCN, it only pays about
half of our expenses. Another 35 percent
comes from the Research Fund.

HCN is listed as the High Country
Foundation, and has been assigned num-
ber 1059 in the National Unaffiliated
Agencies category. Contributions will be
used to continue the paper's mission of
reporting on public land and natural
resource issues in the West.

Spectacular Utah

The High Country Foundation board
of directors converged on Moab, Utah,
for the final board meeting of 1991. The
settings were, of course, spectacular. On
Friday, Sept. 6, the board had dinner at
the home of board member Bill Hedden
in Castle Valley, a small community
about 20 miles from Moab. The Sept. 8
all-day meeting was held at the home of
Hans and Madeleine Weibel. The
Weibel's home perches lightly on sand-
stone rock south of Moab.

As is normal with board meetings,
the weather was stormy, but the rain held
off long enougb for staff, board and
some readers to attend a benefit barbe-
cue given by the Canyonlands Field
Institute in Moab's park.

The September meeting is usually a
low-key one. The board welcomed two
new staff members: Victoria Bomberry of
Forestville, Calif., and Geoff O'Gara of
Lander, Wyo. Victoria is the High Coun-
try Foundation's first Native American
board member, For Geoff, who ran High
Country News in the early 1980s, and
then served on its board, it is a matter of
proving that you can go home again.

The board heard from staff that cir-
cu~ation was a record 10,200; that
renewal rates were in the 65 percent
range; that remodelling of HCN' s future
home had begun on Sept. 3; and that the
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paper seemed generally healthy.
In a preliminary discussion of the

1992 budget, the board tentatively voted
to raise the subscription price from its
present $24 to $30. The board decided
that present subscribers will be given the
opportunity to renew early, for up to
three years, at the present rates. The final
decision will be made at the board's Jan-
uary budget meeting, once the 1991
financial results are complete.

In addition to its usual emphasis on
the newspaper's financial situation, the
board discussed the need for a computer-
ized index for the paper as well as vari-
ous editorial matters, including grazing,
solid waste, new approaches to econom-
ic development, the effects of California
on the lands to its east and north, how
communities of color look at environ-
mental issues, and the Johnston-Wallop
energy security bill now working its way
through Congress.

Those in attendance were Michael
Ehlers of Boulder, Colo., Victoria
Bornberry, Judy Donald of Washington,
D.C., Jeff Fereday of Boise, Karil Fro-
hboese of Park City, Utah, Sally Gordon
of Buffalo, Wyo., Bill Hedden, Dan
Luecke of Boulder, Geoff O'Gara, Jim
Ruch of Flagstaff, Lynda Taylor of Albu-
querque, Herman Warsh of Emigrant,
Mont., and Andy Wiessner of Denver.

The next meeting of the High Coun-
try Foundation BOaIdwill be in Boise,
Idaho, on January 25. High Country
News is a non-profit, tax-exempt organi-
zation owned and operated by the High
Country Foundation.

Fax foments letter

Our querulous reaction to an
unwanted fax brought a letter (not a fax)
from Gary Richardson, information offi-
cer for the Idaho Public Utilities Com-
mission. He says he has savedthe PUC
lots of money by faxing press releases,
"Even the few Luddites who first resist-
ed now appreciate it." He ended his let-
ter with: "Keep up the good work."
We're going to take that to mean we
should continue to save our fax machine
and overburdened telephone lines for
pieces of paper we need immediately.

In another act of the fax follies,
Idaho Rivers United sent us $3 as com-
pensation for the cost of their fax, and
we have promised to lift the interdict on
its press release.

- Ed Marston for Ihe staff
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FEDERAL EMPLOYEES
Now you can make tax -deductible

contributions to the
High Country News Research Fund

through the Combined Federal Campaign.

Please support one of your best sources
of information.

Contribute to the High Country Foundation-
Combined Federal Campaign #1059, in the
National Unaffiliated Agencies category.
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Forest Service tries to force out top official
Environmentalists in Montana and

Idaho compare the recent proposed
transfer of a U.S. Regional Forester to
last month's coup in the Soviet Union,

They're saying hard-liners in Wash-
ington, D.C., forced out a reform-mind-
ed manager, John Mumma, the top For-
est Service official in the Northern
Rockies.

A coalition of the region's environ-
mental groups has asked for a congres-
sional investigation into what it calls the
inappropriate "ouster" of Mumma.

"Mumma's forced resignation is part
of a coup by political appointees of Bush
doing the bidding of the timber industry,'
said Larry Mehlhaff of the Sierral Club.
"There's no doubt in anyone's mind that
Mumma's gone today because he was
attempting to cut less timber than what the
timber industry wanted."

Although Mumma announced to a
group of forest supervisors that he would
resign rather than transfer, he still hopes
to keep his job. His Washington, D.C.,
attorney, William Bransford, said, "He
has not announced a resignation in a for-
mal sense. He would like to continue his
career if he can."

Bransford said Mumma may file
suit against the Department of Agricul-
ture under the Whistleblower's Protec-
tion Act, which states that government
employees cannot be reprimanded for
being critical of agency policies such as
timber quotas.

Forest Service officials deny the
attempted transfer of Mumma was politi-
cal. "It was a performance issue," said
agency spokeswoman Susan Hess.
"Things about his performance were less
than satisfactory. Timber targets were
not the sole reason."

Since Mumma became regional
forester in 1988, the 13 forests under his
supervision failed to meet projected tim-
ber cuts, prompting intense pressure from
the region's congressional delegation.

In 1990, the region fell 30 percent
short of targets outlined in forest plans.
The forests cut 786 million board-feet
out of a projected l.l billion board-feet.
The region will also fall short of 1991
projections, said agency resource spe-
cialist Stacie Dewolf.

In a letter written lastMay to Forest
Service Chief F. Dale Robertson, Sen.
Larry Craig, R-Idaho, said: "To have got-
ten to the mid-year point of fiscal year
1991 and have only offered 16.2 percent
of the assigned timber target illustrates to
me a complete lack of management direc-
tion and execution ... You have serious
management problems that must be
addressed." Sen. Conrad Burns, R-Mont.,
and Rep. Ron Marlenee, R-Mont., have
expressed similar sentiments in meetings
with administration officials.

Environmentalists, .as well as some
agency insiders, view Mumma's perfor-
mance differently. They say the assigned
timber targets were too high to begin
with as a result of Reagan-era planning
that failed to account for the biological
and ecological health of the forests.

A 1991 investigation of timber short-
fall on Montana's Flathead National For-
est by the General Accounting Office
found that "the goal was not achievable
because the Forest Service did not fully
identify environmental effects when it
established the goal." Consequently, many
of the region's timber sales were appealed
and litigated by environmental groups.

Mumma's region has come under
such heavy pressure to meet timber goals
because of shortfalls in the neighboring

John Mumma

Northwest. There, controversy over the
spotted owl and lengthy appeals from
environmentalists have reduced the cut
by two-thirds. In Montana, the timber
industry provides close to 8,000 jobs and
sustains dozens of mills hungry for raw
wood.

In a meeting last year, Mumma's
forest supervisors told him they could
not possibly meet timber cuts and still
follow their legislative mandate to pro-
tect wildlife habitat, water quality and
biodiversity (HCN, 2/26/90). Mumma
subsequently announced that timber tar-
gets must be reevaluated.

"John had a very high land ethic,"
said J. Dale Gorman, the forest supervi-
sor on the Lewis and Clark Forest in
Montana. "He was concerned about bal-
anced management. I think he did his job
very well in the face of challenges ... we
knew there was a lot of pressure to
accommodate timber targets."

Mumma, a wildlife biologist and 31-
year veteran of the agency, "pushed the
envelope and took risks. He was relative-
ly progressive," said Jeff DeBonis, direc-
tor of the Association of Forest Service
Employees for Environmental Ethics in
Eugene, Ore.

When Mumma announced last year
that he wanted to reexamine timber tar-
gets in the region's forest plans, the
move drew immediate fire from agency
headquartersin Washington, said DeBo-

nis. "He knew there was a rumor he was
going to get sacked."

Former forest supervisor Bill Worf,
now the director of Montana's Wilder-
ness Watch, said he is not surprised
Mumma turned down the reassignment
to Washington. "To someone working in
the field, it might as well be Siberia."

DeBonis said such transfers are
common tools for removing outspoken
managers from the seat of power.
According to Mumma's 1990 perfor-
mance evaluation, he achieved outstand-
ing ratings in every category but timber
production, said DeBonis.

At the request of environmental
groups, Rep. Gerry Sikorski, D-Minn.,
held a hearing last week to examine
Mumma's proposed transfer before his
subcommittee on civil service.

The subcommittee voted to issue
subpoenas to Mumma and other key wit-
nesses. The additional testimony will
assist in an investigation of alleged agen-
cy violations of the Civil Service Reform
Act and Whistleblowers Protection Act.
A hearing is scheduled for Sept. 24.

"We'll uncover what happened and
the kind of pressures going on," said
Michael Scott of the Montana Wilder-
ness Society. "Congress will tell the
administration that this type of thing is
not acceptable."

Mumma, 51, has declined to com-
ment publicly on the proposed transfer.
Some observers attribute his silence to
an unconfirmed rumor that he is under
criminal investigation for misappropria-
tion of funds.

"It's blackmail," observed one agen-
cy insider, who said the, investigation
concerns the region's purchase of 500
pack horses bred by a friend of
Mumma's. "If he were meeting the tim-
ber cuts, they'd be buying him horses,"
she speculated.

Meanwhile, said an agency resource
specialist, the morale within the regional
office is low. People are worried that
Mumma's replacement will be a political
hack rather than a professional forester.

"The feeling internally is a lot of sur-
prise. We're all concerned that this could
change the region for the worse. They
might appoint someone lii@(Senator)
Bums, a politician. Times are changing." '

So far, the Forest Service is the only
land management agency with profes-
sionals still in top management posi-
tions. Forest Chief Robertson moved up
through the agency ranks. But his boss is

Agency seeks to stop appeals
One day before the unexpected

announcement of Regional Forester
John Mumma's resignation, the agen-
cy's deputy chief from Washington,
D.C., told the Missoulian that he want-
ed to eliminate the timber appeals pro-
cess. Appeals are frequently used by
environmentalists to delay or overturn
proposed timber sales, particularly on
roadless areas in the nation's forests.

Deputy Chief James Overbay
told the Montana daily that the agency
must "move aggressively" to cut more
trees to meet timber targets. The For-
est Service, he said, must "tell people
that once we make a decision, we are
not going to re-examine it."

Eliminating such appeals would
mean that citizens or groups wishing
to challenge a sale must resort to the
courts, a timely and costly process,

said the Montana Sierra Club's James
Conner.

"What Overbay said suggests that
the agency cares more about meeting
timber quotas than managing for true
multiple use ... If this is the agency's
position, then the slick brochures and
soothing words about new perspec-
tives and new forestry are frauds,"
said Conner.

Combined with the news of
Mumma's departure, Overbay's state-
ment indicates a hardening of the
agency's timber objectives, said John
Gatchell of the Montana Wilderness
Association. But, he says, the environ-
mental community won't let Washing-
ton get away with it. "We're hoping
they overplayed their hand like the
hard-liners in the Soviet Union."

-F.W.

Secretary of Agriculture Ed Madigan,
who met with angry timber industry rep-
resentatives from Montana earlier this
summer.

Tom France of the National Wildlife
Federation in Missoula, Mont., speculated
that Mumma's transfer was calculated to
keep Robertson as Forest Chief. "It was
either Robertson or Mumma. It was for the
good of the service, or the politicians would
take the hehn from the professionals."

But until Mumma talks, no one will
know for sure what prompted the trans-
fer and subsequent resignation. Region-
al forest spokesman Dale Dufour said
only, "It's a very personal thing for John.
To retire suddenly has an emotional
effect." Mumma was four years away
from his expected date of retirement, and
if he leaves early, it will cost thousands
of dollars a year in pension benefits.

- Florence Williams

Florence Williams is HCN's staff
reporter.

HOTLINE
Controversy on the
big screen

A proposed 350-seat movie theater
on the doorstep of Zion National Park in
southeastern Utah has riled environ-
mentalists. After the Springdale City
Council issued a conditional use permit to
a construction company, three environ-
mental groups filed suit in distirct court to
halt the project. "Zion's spectacular
scenic setting should not be sacrificed so
World Odyssey can make a-million dol-
lars luring visitors to a theater that
intrudes on the park's scenery," said Terri
Martin, regional director for the National
Parks and Conservation Association.
"This theater complex will be in the fore-
ground of a panoramic vista." The parks
association, along with the Southern Utah
Wilderness Alliance and The Wilderness
Society, contend that the town council
violated its municipal zoning ordinance
'and state law in granting a permit.

Hunting season is
the target

Three environmental groups filed
suit against the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service in an attempt to stop grizzly bear
hunting in Montana just one day after
state and federal officials praised the
practice as an effective strategy for pop-
ulation control. The Fund for Animals,
the Swan View Coalition, and the Biodi-
versity Legal Foundation say hunting
grizzlies violates the Endangered Species
Act since the bear is listed as endangered
in the lower 48 states. The Endangered
Species Act stipulates that protected
species can only be hunted "in the
extraordinary case where population
pressures within a given ecosystem can-
not otherwise be relieved." K.L. Cool,
director of the Montana Department of
Fish, Wildlife and Parks, told the
Billings Gazette that the hunting season
is "an integral part of any management
strategy because it keeps the bears wild
and potentially away from man and live-
stock." He said it also promotes local
acceptance of a conservation program
because it shows "government is doing
something to manage (the population)."
The environmental groups said they may
seek an injunction to halt the hunting
season, which begins on Oct. 1.



4 - High Country News - September 23, 1991

The Rio Grande River near Taos, New Mexico
William Davis

Plan would protect Rio Grande corridor
For the past year, Hispanic resi-

dents, local environmentalists and ranch-
ers have engaged the Taos office of the
Bureau of Land Management in a fierce
debate over the management of the Rio
Grande River.

Conservationists and outfitters
charged that environmental and recre-
ational concerns were too Iowan the
Bureau of Land Management's priority
list. Longtime Hispanic residents said
many of the BLM's regulations were
insensitive to traditional uses of the land.

Criticism inteusified until a coalition
of environmental groups wrote to Secre-
tary of Interior Manuel Lujan requesting
that another agency manage the Rio
Grande corridor. Critics pointed out that
BLM manager Michelle Chavez had no
experience in river or land management,
having joined the Taos office in 1988 with
a background in law enforcement.

"Only five years ago this same

office had a reputation as a model river
management program," testified a mem-
ber of the Adobe Whitewater Club at a
hearing held by Rep. Bill Richardson, D-
N.M., a year ago.

"There now remains only one ranger
who has experience with rivers and river
corridor management, and no one with a
background in wildlife resources. How
can this office properly manage the Rio
Grande and Rio Channa?"

Hispanics in the community had a
different criticism: "There's no grazing
in riparian areas but they make it avail-
able to boaters," said Estevan Arellano,
an activist and local columnist. "When
was the last time you saw a cow leaving
beer cans on the river bank?"

Protected under the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act of 1968, the Rio Grande as it
flows through the "Taos Box" is popular
with whitewater boaters. But the BLM
did not adjust to an increase in river use,

said Hank Saxe, a member of Amigos.
Bravos and the Rio Grande chapter of
the Sierra Club. He said poor manage-
ment over the last decade resulted in
harm to nesting raptors and waterfowl
along the river corridor.

Complaints like this annoyed the
BLM's Chavez. "First we hear that there
is too much law enforcement, and then
that there aren't enough rangers," she
said. Chavez attributed much of the trou-
ble to her office's limited budget.
. She pointed out that the Taos resource

area receives about $1.75 for every acre,
while nearby Carson National Forest
receives $6 per acre and the National Park
Service spends $12 per acre.

After Rep. Richardson held hear-
ings, he appointed a citizens' committee
to design a National Conservation Area.
He said this would allow the BLM to
address its management issues and force
everyone to work together.

After many meetings, Taos residents
came up with a proposal for a bill that
would create a 400,OOO-acre National
Conservation Area.

Because a conservation area is a
BLM designation, the agency's "multi-
ple use" mandate still applies. But aside
from that, said Chavez, there aren't
many guidelines for management. That
lack of direction "gives us the flexibility
to design a plan for the resources in that
designated area," she said. Hopefully,
she added, the legislation will also bring
in extra funds for doing1he job right.

The committee's proposal, present-
ed last April, called for an annual budget
of $800,000, plus $12.3 million for
acquiring land, upgrading facilities and
.building an interpretive center. Tradi-
tional uses such as livestock grazing,
hunting, fishing and collecting fuelwood
could continue if "managed to protect
and enhance all resource areas," the
committee's report said.

Two unresolved issues involved the
boundaries of the proposed area and
whether to allow mining. Richardson
addressed those in his final bill, which
was introduced June 25. The Rio Grande
Del Norte Conservation Area would
cover 385,000 acres and withdraw the
Rio Grande River corridor and two tribu-
taries from mining, leaving most of the
area still open to industrial development.

Nonetheless, Taos residents are split
on the proposal. With northern New
Mexico facing a burgeoning population
and heavy development pressure, many
conservationists said the bill is the only
way to preserve the character of the area.

Taos business owner John Himes
has a different objection. He called the
plan a "lock-up" of valuable resources,
and Rudy Pacheco, a member of People
for the West, said, "This proposal is
committing cultural genocide for the
people who live off the land. Don't send
us all to the ..barrios." Pacheco argued
that $30 million in mining royalties
would be lost to the county from the
withdrawn zones.

Brian Shields, a board member of
the local group, Amigos Bravos, said he
was disappointed about the amount of
mining that will be allowed. He said
Richardson's plan protects 300,000 acres
less than the boundary proposed by con-
servation groups. Nevertheless. new
funding for the conservation area may
help the agency improve its management
of wildlife and recreation, he said.

- Gingy Anderson

Gingy Anderson is a former intern
living in Taos, New Mexico.

points. Fascinating and satisfying, the
photographs are a visual testament to
changes both in forestation and cultural
norms. Introductory chapters on forest
dynamics, disturbance, tree species,
human history and photographic tech-
nique round out the images.

The authors examine "an intermedi-
ate time scale," one between seasonal
variation and millennial change, to
address pertinent management issues
such as fire suppression and grazing
rights. They also explain the academic
shift from the "climax" model to a more
elastic version of plant communities.

Plant succession is no longer under-
stood as the highly orderly and predictable
process described by botanist Frederick E.
Clements earlier this century. Modern
ecologists place less emphasis on the long-
tenn stability of species and see no end to

~ ~

How fire) climate and man transformed Colorado
The Colorado Front Range:

A Century of Ecological Change

Thomas T. Veblen and Diane C. Lorenz,
1991, University of Utah Press, Salt
Lake City, Utah: 187 pages. $19.95,
paper.

-- __ Review by Liz Caile

In their portrait of Colorado Front
Range forests, Thomas T. Veblen and
Diane C. Lorenz use repeat photography
to document vegetation changes on the
eastern slope over the past 100 years. The
area they choose is volatile, as it is close
to most of Colorado's population and
includes Rocky Mountain National Park.

The Coiorado Front Range contains
69 historical photographs paired with
modem photos from the same vantage

vegetational changes, though they do
describe communities "in equilibrium."

The window on time provided by
the photographs reveals significant
change in the area, beginning with the
1859 gold rush and a succession of boom
and bust mining towns that led to heavy
demands for timber.

Catastrophic fires, which affected
the region in the late 19th century, were
mainly attributed to accidental or inten-
tional human activities. These fires had
impact equal to or greater than logging's.

In additiou, naturally caused fires were
suppressed, resulting in insect infestations.

The major changes visible in pho-
tographs from the last 100 years are the
increased density of conifers and an
invasion of grasslands on lower moun-
tain slopes. The authors attribute this
change to a combination of factors: over-

grazing, fire suppression and climate
change - increased precipitation has
favored ponderosa over drought-tolerant
grasses.

The Colorado Front Range: A Cen-
tury of Ecological Change also shows us
what we don't know about forest dynam-
ics. One conclusion: A definition of what
is "natura]" may be harder to come by
than land managers and environmental-
ists once thought.

The excellent historic photographs
came mainly from three individuals:
William Henry Jackson (1843-1942),
Louis Charles McClure (1867-1957),
and Joseph B. Sturtevant (1851-1910).

•
Liz Caile lives and writes in Neder-

land, Colorado.
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Foes try to swamp wetlands protection
Environmentalists are calling a new

Bush administration proposal the undo-
ing of wetlands protection in the West.

While many conservationists herald-
ed the 1989 attempt by an interagency
panel of scientists to provide a working
definition of wetlands, the oil and gas
industry and developers charged that too
much land had become untouchable.

Farm Bureau President Dean Kleck-
ner, for example, agrees that wetlands
must be protected, but disagrees with the
1989 definition of a wetland. Even hog
wallows are called wetlands and afford-
ed federal protection, he complained.

In response to Kleckner's and oth-
ers' concerns that federal wetlands laws
were unwieldy. scientists were sent back
to the drawing tables this summer - not
just once, but repeatedly.

Finally, it was Bush's top
appointees, White House Chief of Staff
John Sununu and Budget Director
Richard Darmon, who hammered out a
definition acceptable to the pro-develop-
ment administration. Vice President Dan
Quayle also jumped into the debate, sug-
gesting a lay person's definition: "Wben
it's wet, it's wet."

By the time the proposal was
released, one scientist on the panel had
quit, and another asked to be disassociat-
ed from the outcome.

Commented Jay Hair, president of
the National Wildlife Federation: "Poli-
cy crafted by scientists has been recraft-
ed by the Three Stooges."

In 1989, the policy stated that a wet-
land must be saturated at least 18 inches
below the surface for seven consecutive
days during 'the growing season. Under
the Bush policy, a wetland must pass a
more rigorous test before it is afforded
protection. It must now be saturated for
at least 21 days or inundated for 15 days
during a more narrowly defined growing
season. Fewer plants and soils will now
indicate the presence of a wetland.
, Under the new Bush administration
definition, environmentalists estimate
that lO-to-30 million acres of wetlands
nationwide will no longer qualify for
protection. For example, the administra-
tion's proposal would not consider most
of Virginia's Great Dismal Swamp a
wetland, nor tens of thousands of acres
of Florida's everglades.

Wetlands in the West could be
among the hardest hit by developers now
unleashed. from earlier restrictions.

At risk in the arid West, where ntin-
fall may not exceed 10 inches a year, are
many temporary wetlands. High moun-
tain meadows, salt marshes and wetlands
that fringe rivers and lakes fall into this
category.

The new proposal does include
some temporary wetlands such as the
playa lakes of Texas, California's sea-
sonal pools, and the prairie potholes
which are waterfowl oases in the North-
ern Plains states.

Environmentalists fear that the new

HOTLINE

Poisoned eagles I
Federal investigators say sheep

ranchers in Colorado and Wyoming have
poisoned hundreds of bald and golden
eagles. An 18-month sting operation
uncovered hundreds of pounds of illegal
pesticides, including DDT, Compound

definition is so narrow that many deli-
cate areas won't measure up.

Now under way is a major field test
of the policy, spearheaded by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. The regional
offices of the agency have until Oct. 15
~ just 60 days from the proposal's
release - to come up with the number
of acres of wetlands affected.

Jim Ludde, chief of special projects
for Fish and Wildlife in Denver, predict-
ed that the new standards will mean sig-
nificantly less protection for wetlands in
the West.

According to Ron Cooper, a wetlands
policy consultant in Bozeman, Mont.,
there is already little protection under the
1989 regulations. Under Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act, fewer than 3 percent
of applications to dredge or fill a wetland
were turned down last year. The 15,000
applicants included home builders, ski
area developers, dsm builders and gravel
miners.

Under the new definition of wet-
lands, said Cooper, what little protection
exists could be undone. All wetlands, he
said, serve critical functions such as
flood control and groundwater recharge

1080, strychnine and cyanide, used on at
least two dozen ranches. Investigators
found enough poison "to kill every man,
woman, child and mammal in the west-
ern U.S.," Galen Buterbaugh of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service told the Den-
ver Post. He said hundreds of endan-
gered eagles have been killed in the
West in recent years. "They are targeting
eagles." Sheep industry spokesmen say
the dead birds are innocent victims of
attempts to kill coyotes, which attack
sheep. Killing endangered species carries
a maximum jail sentence of one year and
a fine of $100,000.

John MacDonald

and provide key habitat and breeding
grounds for waterfowl. But wetlands in
the arid West also become important
sources of water late in the season.

Over the past 200 years, farming and
development have claimed a huge portion
of wetlands. According to the Department
of Interior, Colorado, Idaho, Nevada and
Texas have lost more than half their wet-
lands in recent decades. Wyoming, Wash-
ington, Oregon, Utah, New Mexico, Ari-
zona, North Dakota and South Dakota
have lost more than 30 percent.

The fate of what remains seems to
rest not in the hands of science, but in
the ebb and flow of Washington politics.

Public comments on the wetlands
proposal are due Oct. 15 and should be
sent to Greg Peck, Chief, Wetlands and
Aquatic Resources Regulatory Branch,
Mail Code (A-I04F), U.S. EPA, 401 M
St., SE, Washington, DC 20460.

- Dena Leibman

Dena Leibman is a free-lance writer
and editor of EnviraAction, a news
digest published by the National Wildlife
Federation.

Big oil sinks a well deep into
moral depravity.

Former employees of the Wachen-
hut private security firm say the firm
spied on and attempted dirty tricks
against critics of the Alyeska Pipeline
Service Co., which is composed of seven
major oil companies. Among the alleged
stunts, according to the L.A. Times, was
the setting up of a phony environmental
group named Ecolit in order to trap
industry whistleblowers.

HOTLINE
Forest Service put
on notice

Logging roads that cost $20,000 a
mile are expensive mistakes that damage
the environment. That's not news to the
U.S. Forest Seryife, .says Tom France,
who represents 'fljg'National Wildlife
Federation in Missoula, Mont. But, he
says, reform.is lagging. In a letter to 60
district rangers and 13 forest supervisors
in Montana and Idaho, France asked the
agency to build more cost-effective and
environmentally sensitive roads. The let-
ter also notified the agency that the
National Wildlife Federation will review
every environmental analysis for pro-
posed timber cuts in Montana and Idaho
to determine whether road designs have
been evaluated and whether temporary
roads have been considered. "The timber
industry and conservationists are in
agreement that where timber roads are
needed they should be low-cost, low-
standard roads," France says. "The prob-
lem is the Forest Service."

Retirementfor N Reactor
The last remaining plutonium reactor

at the Hanford Nuclear Reservation in
Washington will soon be shut down for
,good. "It is no longer necessary to contin-
ue preservation of N Reactor as a contin-
gency for the production of defense
nuclear materials," said Energy Secretary
James Watkins. The 28-year-old reactor's
$43 million annual maintenance budget
may have been too much for the Bush
administration, especially since the pluto-
nium may never be needed, reported AP.
The reactor at Hanford, which also hous-
es the nation>s greatest concentration of
nuclear defense waste, has been largely
inactive since 1986, when it was found to
have design similarities to the failed
Chemobyl facility. The following year
the reactor closed down for $70 million -
in safety improvements. but was never
restarted, During peak operations, the
reactor employed 1,621 workers. Now
the facility maintrtins a workforce of 176.
N Reactor is the last of nine at Hanford to
be shut down.

BiUwould ban bunting
on wildlife refuges

A New York congressman has
introduced a bill prohibiting recreational
hunting on 471 national wildlife refuges.
Under current law, hunting is allowed
on refuges so long as it is "compatible"
with refuge objectives. Rep. William
Green, who gained the support of 65 co-
sponsors, said the intent of the National
Wildlife Refuge System was to provide
protection for wildlife. Through the
years, he pointed out, refuges have suc-
cumbed to pressure from sport hunters
and commercial or recreational trappers.
His bill would protect wildlife on 90
million acres, which is 5 percent of the
total land available for hunting in the
United States. Green's Refuge Wildlife
Protection Act quickly drew fire from
Montana Rep. Pat Williams. He told the
Great Falls Tribune that the bill was a
"genuine threat" to hunters.
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Low country wilderness
., hrs Tan,"""M-=='" wildemess" willno longer be an

oxymoron. After
, IS years of study,
the agency is ready to send a seven-state wilder-
ness package to the president, and then to
Congress.

Under the 1976 Federal Land Policy Manage-
ment Act, the agency was given until this year to
recommend a portion of its western lands for feder-
al wilderness. Land in California and Arizona was
designated last year. Now, Congress will consider
Bureau of Land Management holdings in Montana,
Wyoming, Idaho, New Mexico, Nevada, Colorado,
Utah and Oregon.

But even after IS years of inventories, public
comments and backroom deals, the Department of
Interior is still haggling over its recommendations.

Final acreages in four states have not yet been
settled, pending a decision by Interior Secretary
Manuel Lujan later this month.

The announcement will resolve a dispute that
arose when the Bureau of Mines and the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey challenged the BLM's initial
wilderness proposal as containing potential mineral
deposits (HCN, 7/15/91). Once land becomes a fed-
eral wilderness area, no new mining claims are
allowed. Over 400,000 are disputed,

Lujan is expected to decide in favor of the
mining interests, says BLM wilderness chief Keith
Corrigal.

Overall, the BLM has taken a minimalist
approach toward wilderness. In Montana, for
example, Tracy Stone-Manning reports the BLM
recommended only 2 percent of its holdings. In
Wyoming, the figure is even smaller: 1.4 percent.
Of the land studied for protection, called wilder-
ness study areas, only half made the final cut. Of 5

million acres studied, approximately 2.6 million
are recommended, and that's out of a total of 64
million acres managed by BLM in the five states
examined in this issue.

Agency officials defend the relatively small
acreages, saying they had slim pickings. "The fig-
ures reflect the fact that development impacted the
land to some degree. Our initial inventory found
very few roadless, natural areas," says BLM
wilderness staffer Gary Pavek.

Environmentalists argue that because there are
so few natural areas, all deserve protection. As
Michael Milstein's story on Wyoming points out,
the BLM has consistently left out of its recommen-
dations any land with development potential, leav-
ing only the most remote "rocks and ice" areas as
wilderness.

The BLM's Corrigal sums up the agency's
approach: "We thought values were higher for min-
erals than for wilderness."

In part, the agency's critics have themselves to
blame. As Stone-Manning's story .suggests, most
environmentalists have been asleep at the wheel
during the IS-year study process. With the excep-
tion of those in Utah, most environmentalists
focused on the more spectacular wilderness pro-
posals in the national forest system.

With the BLM package slated for Congress
this fall, environmentalists will have to move fast if
they are to find sponsors for meatier proposals.

The following articles examine the BLM's rec-
ommendations in Wyoming, Montana, Oregon,
New Mexico and Colorado. Articles on Utah and
Nevada appeared in previous issues (HCN 6/17/91
and 7/1/91). In Idaho, the only state not included in
this survey, the BLM recommended 972,000 acres
out of 11 million acres.

- Florence Williams
HCN staff reporter

The BLM's
proposals:
too little,
too late?

The BIM bas proposed 250,000 acres as wilderness along Montana's Misso,ur! River Breaks
RonSelden.

•
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It's Colorado, but the land looks very Utah
he rugged mountains
managed by the U.S.
Forest Service, long
mired in controversy
over water rights, are

only part of the state's wilderness story. After more
than a decade of public review, the Bureau of Land
Management in Colorado has started a second wilder-
ness debate. Though overshadowed by that of the For-
est Service, BLM wilderness is nonetheless a pivotal
issue, one which will determine the fate of much of
Colorado's arid lands.

At stake are nearly 1 million acres of pristine
lands, most of which lie in the arid parts of western
Colorado. The dramatic canyons of the Dolores,
Yampa, and Gunnison rivers are the best known, but
hidden jewels abound throughout the eastern portion of
the Colorado Plateau: The isolated Sewemup Mesa pre-
serves an un grazed desert grassland, and lands in
southwestern Colorado house undisturbed remains of
the ancient Anasazi.

"It's Utah-type scenery, but in Colorado," says Todd
Robertson of the Colorado Environmental Coalition, a
group highly critical of the BLM's wilderness proposal.

The Colorado BLM established nearly 35 different
wilderness study areas totaling 783,101 acres. This
October they will submit a proposal recommending 16
new wilderness areas totaling 430,812 acres, or 5 per-
cent of its state land.

"The areas being recommended are the best in
terms of their wilderness values," says the state's BLM
wilderness coordinator, Eric Finstick. "We were fortu-
nate in that we had relatively few resource conflicts in
our especially beautiful areas."

But one controversial location is the Red Cloud
Peak, a geographically atypical BLM area, located high

Kent and Donna Dannen
DIM land north of the Yampa River Is part of
the wilderness bill

Black Ridge near Colorado National Monument Is part of the DIM's proposal
John Fielder

in the San Juan Mountains of southwestern Colorado.
Initially the BLM recommended a portion of the area
as wilderness, but it has recently been pressured by the
Bureau of Mines and the United States Geological Sur-
vey to delete the entire area, allowing commercial
deposits of alunite to be mined.

Aside from Red Cloud Peak, the traditional users
of BLM lands, Colorado's miners and ranchers, seem
satisfied with the wilderness recommendations. Even
Colorado's oil and gas industries, which have the most
at stake in this debate, came out in support.

The BLM's Finstick says pressure from oil and gas
industries has not resulted in the deletion of any signif-
icant roadless areas.

"We weren't plagued with any of the problems
they had over in Utah," he says, referring to that state's
beleaguered inventory. "We didn't just drop areas from
the inventory because of conflicts."

But Mark Pearson of the Colorado Sierra Club
says that while BLM managed to identify the "crown
jewels" of the more than 8 million acres they manage,
numerous ecologically unique areas were omitted in
the initial inventory, completed in 1980.

"Their (initial) study was skewed by the fact that
they threw out nearly 300,000 acres of lands which could
qualify," argues Pearson. A prime example of the conflict
is South Shale Ridge, a 30,000-acre roadless area in
northwestern Colorado. Despite the BLM's own recogni-
tion that the area contains unique "opportunities for soli-
tude," it was dropped because of known gas reserves.
South Shale Ridge is now slated for exploratory drilling.

Bob Moore, the head of the 'Colorado BLM, says
these kinds of decisions are routine. "That's the kind of
business we're in. If you designate wilderness, you pre-
clude these other uses. If it were unique," Moore con-
tinues, "then okay. But to simply add another one of
several (areas) when there are conflicts, then we have a
problem with that."

Todd Robertson argues that this attitude results in
the deletion of ecologically unique areas. "If there's a
conflict between commodity and wilderness, then com-
modity wins out."

Many of Colorado's environmentalists point to the
Piceance Basin and extreme southwestern Colorado as
examples of areas that have been degraded by extrac-
tive industry.

"We're now talking about the remnants," says
Robertson.

The environmental group has put forth a proposal
calling for' the protection of just over I million acres of
BLM land. They hope to convince congressional dele-
gates to include lands not recognized by the BLM's
inventory.

However, all those involved in the Colorado
wilderness debate recognize that the BLM wilderness
issue will remain of secondary importance until the
present Forest Service wilderness debate, now in
Congress, is resolved.

- John Horning
John Horning, a former HeN intern, spent his

summer working for the Aspen Center for Environ-
mental Studies.

In Montana, not many cared
he Bureau of Land
Management holds
just over 8 million
acres of land in
Montana; it has rec-

ommended 173,459 of them, or 2 percent, for wilder-
ness, subject to review by the Office of Management
and Budget. The BLM will release the fmal figure by
late summer.

"Overall, the BLM has clearly set the lowest
common denominator for jwilderness in Montana,"
said John Gatchell, director of the Montana Wilder-
ness Association, adding that they are very poor rec-
ommendations.

Despite the low acreage, no controversy rages
over the BLM's recommendations. For more than a
decade, Montana has been embroiled in a debate over

Forest Service wilderness. Since most of BLM's
wilderness study areas are small, many conservation-
ists let BLM lands fall through the cracks during the
battle for Forest Service lands.

"By and large, the environmental community did
not involve themselves. The bigger prizes were with
the Forest Service," said Gary Leppart, state wilder-
ness coordinator for the BLM.

However, Leppart said, there was some contro-
versy in 1980, when the BLM identified the 470,000
acres of Wilderness Study Areas (WSA) from which
the BLM would draw its current recommendations.

''The ranchers got quite excitedin each area," he said
For example, the draft WSAs called for 450,000

acres along the Missouri River Breaks alone. A group
calling itself the Missouri Breaks Multiple Use Asso-
ciation organized to whittle that number down to

250,000 acres in the final study area draft.
"That wild country is as vital to Montana's her-

itage as the Bob Marshall Wilderness," said Gatchell.
The BLM has completely missed the opportunity to
establish wilderness in mixed or short grass prairies.

Yet Gatchell admits that his organization did not
have BLM wilderness on the front burner. Neither did
most conservationists.

"We won some. We lost some," said Cedron
Jones, one of the conservationists who fought the
draft WSAs. "The areas are smaller [than Forest Ser-
vice areas], and less attractive to recreationists. They
are not big peaks and alpine lakes ... But now, biodi-
versity is starting to playa larger role."

That role cannot come into play until the process
becomes public again, when the recommendations
reach Congress. But the big battle establishing
wilderness study areas from which to draw the rec-
ommendations has been over for 10 years.

- Tracy Stone-Manning
The writer is a free-lancer in Missoula; Montana.
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InWyoming, oil companies didn't leave much
m 0 r e
than 10
years of
study,

Bureau of Land Management officials in
Wyoming have recommended 1.4 per-
cent of its land, or 0.4 percent of the
state, for wilderness protection, in what
environmental groups characterize as an
"anti-wilderness" proposal.

Many wilderness study areas -
which were temporarily protected while
under consideration - were left out of
the BLM's recommendations altogether.
Among these were some of the state's
most spectacular areas, such as the Hon-
eycombs, a nook-and-cranny badlands
in northwest Wyoming, and the Sweet-
water Rocks in central Wyoming.

Of a total of 575,000 acres consid-
ered for wilderness protection, the BLM
deemed 240,364 acres suitable.

BLM officials say they used their best I e ure
judgment in applying a strict set of man- The road to Sweetwater Rocks: The BIM won't consider lands with any roads,
dated criteria to decide whether areas qual- includlng]eep trails, for wilderness

ify for wilderness status. The standards required that the impassable and barely visible now.
areas provide an opportunity for solitude and that they be Such choices left only the most commercially unpro-
essentially undisturbed by roads, structures or other devel- ductive and remote areas on the BLM's list, the lowland
opment, equivalent of "rocks and ice" wilderness areas in natioual

But environmentalists accuse the BLM of exclud- forests. Those may be the only kind that will pass muster
ing areas with any potential for mining, oil and gas, with Wyoming's congressioual delegation, who are gener-
drilling or where ranchers might not look fondly on a aI foes of wilderness, when Congress debates the designa-
restrictive wilderness designation. In one instance, tion.
Sierra Club Regional Representative Larry Mehlhaff "Anytime there was any possible conflict or drilling
said BLM planners dropped a study area because a dirt or grazing lease, even if there was no activity on the lease,
road ran through one edge, even though the old road is they threw it out," said Wyoming Outdoor Council Direc-

f t e r tor Stephanie Kessler. ''They did not consider
ecological concerns or try to cover legitimate
examples of ecosystems - they picked those
apart."

Some WSAs, for instance, simply iso-
late certain features rather than preserve
them in their ecological context, she said.
It is true that BLM land in Wyoming is
probably more developed than in most
other states, she said, but that makes
what's left even more important.

Wilderness designation only restricts
mechanized activities (grazing is still per-
milled, for instance, and there are
allowances for ranchers who need to drive
to their herds), but grazing, mining and
drilling groups complain that any wilder-
ness is too much.

"Some people think it's too much,
others think it's not enough," said BLM
spokesman Larry Dove. "Some people
think we skimped, but the complaint from
the mineral and ranching industry is that
we went the other way."

Several environmental groups have
formed an alliance to devise an alternative

proposal of 1.5 million acres, which they will present
to Congress before it makes a final decision on BLM
recommendations for Wyoming.

BLM officials, however, have refused requests to
postpone mineral leasing of lands included in the alter-
native proposal. Such activity would make those lands
less suitable for wilderness designation.

- MichaelMilstein

Michael Milstein covers Wyoming for the Billings
Gazelle.

Left out of the BIM's bill is the Honeycombs in Wyoming's Red Desert
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The Bisti Badlands Is currently one of only four RIM-run wildemess areas in New Mexico
Brian Walski

In New Mexico, the issue is water
-.v:"~'C"'_.~~ hen southwest~~=·~:-:r~~~. New Mexico
o ~ '-~_"7. ._. writer M.H.

_ "Dutch"
",' -- ""; Salmon visit-

ed central Arizona recently, he drove past a stretch of
the Gila River that was little more than a dirt ditch.
Because of irrigation, overgrazing, timber-cutting,
damming and groundwater pumping, a river that ](JO
years ago had been a cottonwood-lined oasis has
become a near-wasteland.

Salmon, who chairs New Mexico's Wilderness
Coalition, doesn't want another stretch of the Gila
west of Silver City to suffer the same fate. The river
in New Mexico is a year-round. cottonwood-rich
stream that draws river-runners, birdwatchers and
fishermen. It is one reason that the debate over
Bureau of Land Management wilderness in New
Mexico is locked in a stalemate.

Seven years after the BLM released its first
wilderness proposal for New Mexico, the state's con-
gressional delegation has not introduced a bill. The
state must rely on the RLM's proposed bill this fall,

which appeals to few.
The most intractable point of controversy con-

cerns water rights for rivers in wilderness areas. The
Gila is one of only two rivers in the "state that pass
through BLM land. The agency has proposed pre-
serving one section of the Gila, near the small town
of Red Rock. The wilderness coalition wants to set
aside another section about 25 miles west of Silver
City.

New Mexico environmentalists are adamant that
rivers passing through wilderness lands deserve a
federally reserved water right. A key reason is that
the right of water to remain in a stream gets no legal
protection from the state.

The 3,000-member New Mexico Cattle Growers
Association, fearful of seeing their ability to divert
water evaporate, has fiercely opposed water rights for
wilderness.

Ranchers, who say their cows graze virtually
every square inch of ELM land in the state, also
oppose environmentalists' desire to implement Forest
Service-style rules requiring advance government
approval whenever they want to drive a pickup truck

on the grazing land.
Republican Congressman Joe Skeen of southern

New Mexico and fellow Republican Pete Dornenici,
the state's senior U.S. senator, say they see little rea-
son to introduce a BLM wilderness bill while these

...fights continue.
Democratic Rep. Bill Richardson, who repre-

sents liberal northern New Mexico, says he'd like to
get a bill introduced this year and passed in 1992.

But introducing a bill now ";"ould be an exercise
in futility," said Domenici spokesman Ari Fleischer.
Environmental groups say the main obstacle to a
wilderness bill is the congressional delegation's
unwillingness to take a stand.

The BLM will send its proposal to the president
this fall to set aside slighI1y less than 500,000 acres
of wilderness. The wilderness coalition wants 2.3
million acres. But with the scanty BLM bill moving
forward soon, pressure is on the delegation to make
fast decisions.

-Tony Davis
Tony Davis is a staff writer for the Albuquerque

Tribune.

Oregon group floats a wilderness proposal
.c.;"",[n early 1990, the Ore-
.~~ gon BLM recommend-

c' ed wilderness designa-
tion for 20 percent of its
public land. While

ranchers and miners called the proposal for 1.3 million
acres of wilderness overly generous, environmental
groups charged the Bureau of Land Management with
an "anti-wilderness bias" for excluding millions of
acres of roadless areas.

Last April, a statewide coalition of environmental
groups unveiled its own wilderness proposal, called the
Oregon High Desert Protection Act. The ambitious leg-
islation would protect 5 million acres of BLM land in
the state's eastern Great Basin.

In addition to creating 47 proposed wilderness areas,
the environmental proposal would wrest roughly 1.35
million acres from the BLM and transfer it to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service or National Park Service. The
lands would then become national monuments, refuges .
and a new national park on Steens Mountain.

Environmentalists also called for a lO-year phase-out
of alllivestoek grazing. That provision failed to gain sup-
port from the Sierra Club and The Wilderness Society.
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Ore3on H i~hDesert Protection Act-
Erwirof'ment3Iist,' PropOSEd Vi lderness

"We're not in any position to bust open the
Wilderness Act," says Liz Frankie, a member of the
Oregon Sierra Club. She and others say grazing is an
ecological management question that should remain
separate from the wilderness designation process.

But other groups, including the Oregon Natural
Resources Council and the Oregon Wildlife Federation,
say a bill is an appropriate place to deal with grazing.

"We feel it is about time someone tackled the issue
of grazing in wilderness areas," says Bill Marlette of
the Oregon Natural Desert Association, one of the act's
chief architects. "Cows and desert wilderness are total-
ly inconsistent."

But rancher Susie Hammond says the legislation
would ruin the rural economy and social fabric of the
region. "Environmentalists will only end up destroying
what they are seeking to protect," she says. "What are
we going to do for a living if we can't graze our cows
on BLM lands? If we lose these rights, we're finished,"

Oregon's congressional delegation has taken no
discernible interest in the massive environmental pro-
posal. Instead, Oregon Rep. Bob Smith and Sen. Mark
Hatfield, both Republicans, have introduced the Steens
Mountain National Conservation Area Act. It institu-
tionalizes grazing, allows geothermal development and
mining, and designates small wilderness areas at a
higher elevation, with no water rights.

Meanwhile, the BLM wilderness proposal awaits
approval by the Office of Management and Budget
before it goes to Congress.

-TomRibe
Tom Ribe freelances from Eugene, Oregon.
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A Montana reporter
investigates logging
private land
(Continuedfrompage 1)

Then, in the late 1970s, change came.
Champion, a timber giant with land

and mills spread throughout the world,
was pressed for capital to build mills in
Michigan and Texas. Lumber prices
were depressed. Buying logs from feder-
al lands to supplement the supply from
Champion's own lands, a long-standard
practice, would eat into the profit mar-
gin. So would the use of environmentally
sound but costlier logging methods. All
this pushed toward a decision in Stam-
ford, Conn., Champion's corporate head-
quarters, a decision that began to show
on Montana's land in the late 1970s.

Quietly the company decided it would
no longer log its own lands only as fast as
the lands could grow new trees. Instead,
the company decided to log all of its lands
as rapidly and cheaply as possible.

•••
federal land in the upper reaches of Lolo
Creek. His action was a frank admission
that serious damage had been done.

No longer thick with trees, those
steep, stony slopes that fatigued Lewis'
and Clark's horses were beginning to
slip away. The stone is granite, which
makes a solid rock but a notoriously
ephemeral soil, friable, grainy, and
mobile before spring's rush of melt and
rain. Logging on these rocky soils yields
erosion.

Studies showed that sediment from
logging roads and skid trails was signifi-
cantly harming trout populations in Lolo
Creek. Further, Champion and Plum
Creek had cut so many trees that the
drainage's elk herd had no place to hide
from hunters or from the even more
threatening attentions of a mountain win-
ter's winds.

on

ly because virtually identical circum-
stances exist throughout the western end
of the state. By 1991, that prediction
appeared correct as the Forest Service
began laying the legal groundwork for a
much larger web of moratoria.

All of this was only hypothesis in
the spring of 1988. As far as the general
public knew, both Champion and Plum
Creek were still practicing sustained-
yield forestry. The mills were churning
out lumber at record rates and a steady
supply of logs would roll 00 forever, we
were told.

Get the cut out

In its inner circles, however, Cham-
pion acknowledged it had abandoned
sustained yield in favor of what came to
be known as the "accelerated harvest."

But even on the
inside, company
officials said it
would take at least
30 years to exhaust
the supply of corpo-
rate logs. Because
the program didn't
begin until the late
1970s, the shortages
shouldn't emerge
until a decade into
the next century. In
reality, the situation
was far tighter, and
Champion knew it.

That was the
fact I needed to
prove and print, the
heart of the story.

My first task
was to locate harvest
statistics indepen-
dent of the two cor-
porations. I had cov-
ered county court-
houses long enough
to understand that

Anonymous source companies share a
great deal of infor-

mation with tax assessors. information
. that is public record. I asked some ques-
tions. As it turned out, a state tax official
named Randy Piearson was building a
study of taxation of forest lands and in
the process had gathered data on Cham-
pion's inventory for every county in the
state.

Piearson eventually learned that the
average timber company pays total taxes
of about 56 cents an acre on its lands.
Champion pays less on a couple of
square miles of trees than one of its
workers pays on his three-bedroom
home. Because corporation property
taxes in Montana are based on inventory,
it is in the company's best interest to
report the cutting of trees. Once land has
been logged, taxes drop.

Piearson's data was still raw, but he
agreed to assemble some of it for me on
his own time. It took most of an after-
noon to enter the county-by-county data,
but only a second or so for my Macin-
tosh to spit forth a shocking figure.

Champion's property-tax records
showed it had already logged all but I
percent of its merchantable trees. The
numbers offered only two possibilities:
either the company was fudging its
inventory to cheat on its taxes, or it had

Clearcut surrounds a stand of trees

My source said Plum Creek, at
about the same time, decided to do about
the same thing, meaning both would
soon run out of trees. Because the cut
from corporate lands was supplying
about half the logs in Montana, the situa-
tion raised the specter of timber short-
ages. Further, the rules of the checker-
board compounded the effects of those
seemingly isolated corporate decisions.

Those rules gave the two timber cor-
porations a substantial lever to use, first
against smaller competitors, and ulti-
mately to undermine national environ-
mental laws designed to protect the
forests and the creatures that depend on
them.

Lolo Creek was the first place those
rules came into play, a situation that in
miniature both explains and presages a
plague that spread throughout the North-
west.

T
he U.S. Forest Service is
nothing if not an agency
hell-bent on the cutting of
trees. The agency is the
prime habitat of the timber

beast, and yet in 1987, Orville Daniels,
supervisor of the Lolo National Forest,
placed a moratorium on logging of all

Daniels' decision to "lock up" feder-
al lands for a decade rested on a provi-
sion of the formal plan governing the
forest. The plan obligates the federal
government to compensate for environ-
mental damage on adjacent private land
by not logging federal lands. It is that
plan that is the corporations' lever, the
jaws of the vise.

While the two companies merrily
buzz through the trees on their own
lands, the feds have no choice but to
respond as Daniels did. That dries up the
supply of logs available to competitors.
Once the supply of corporate logs is
exhausted, however, Champion and
Plum Creek will need federal logs to run
their mills. These companies, unlike the
smaller mills, have political bargaining
chips to obtain them.

More than 8,000 people work in
Montana's timber industry, a healthy
chunk of employment in a state with a
population of about 800,000. Historical-
Iy, when the corporations have argued
that they must have logs or close mills,
they have gotten the logs.

Lolo Creek's moratorium was onlj,
the beginning. When Daniels imposed it,
Forest Service officials quietly predicted
that the moratorium would spread, most-
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cut in less than a decade the lands it said
would take 30 years to harvest. When I
laid those alternatives out for Champion
officials later, they were unequivocal;
the inventory figures were correct. Their
lands had been cut. I

The figures I had gathered through
the tax records, however, only applied to
Champion and so only accounted for
ahout half of the curporate lands in the
state. Curiously, for reasons never
revealed but presumably because taxes
were low to begin with, Plum Creek was
not nearly so aggressive inseeking' ~'\_
reductions. The company had not report-

ed its cut for years and so left no inde-
pendent paper trail. So far, I had only my
source's word that Plum Creek was cut-
ting its trees faster than they would grow
back. That wasn't good enough to print.,,BillParson is a

lying son of a
bitch." That
quote was
delivered on

the record by Tom France, staff attorney
for the National Wildlife Federation and'
Montana's most active environmental
lawyer. As such, he has no interest in'

gratuitously inflaming the other side.
Bill Parson, Plum Creek's chief exec-

utive for the Northern Rockies, is nothing
if not the other side. His manifestos
defending his business are Reaganesque
and blunt, battering rams with the bark
still on them. In the environmental corn-
munity, the majority holds with France
that at least some of Parson's homilies do
not cleave wholly to the truth.

One incident is legend. O~ a tour of
Plum Creek land, Parson once stood
before a group of reporters and environ-
mentalists in a clearcut to deny that the
. c:ompany ever logged thi'banks of

streams. He was standing in front of a
logged stream.

When one hopping-mad environ-
mentalist pointed this out, Parson contin-
ued to deny the practice by saying the
stream wasn't technically and in the
strictest sense a stream. My head, how-
ever, stores another image of Parson.

I met him for the first time when
Missoulian photographer Michael Gal-
lacher and I drove to Columbia Falls, a
logging town on the west edge of Glacier
National Park. I needed something quite
simple from Parson: an admission that

Continued on next page

Logged area around Jim lakes
Mark O'Hern
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A reporter investigates
Continuedjrom previous page
his company had stepped up its cut
beyond sustained yield. I needed num-
bers from a fellow who had always been
far more interested in images, in reciting
the gospel according to timber.

What I got from Parson that day was
several variations of the toilet-paper
gambit. It is one of the favorites of the
timber industry, the contention that its
sale aim is to serve the public good by
manufacturing products vital to Ameri-
can life, liberty, etc.

Toilet paper and the flag

The argument has become the tim-
ber industry's corollary to wrapping
one's self in the flag. "Should the supply
of forest products start to dry up or
should the price go above what people
are accustomed to paying, then ... the
public is going to start to put pressure on
the public land managers to make that
timber resource available so that they
can continue to enjoy those nice forest
products. Toilet paper is a classic exam-
ple," Parson told me.

Plum Creek, however, does not cut
its trees to sell toilet paper. Plum Creek's
trees make chip board, studs, and planks
or, increasingly, the company's trees
make nothing at all, at least not in this
country.

This issue of log exports, Parson did
not wish to discuss. When not sacrificing
its trees in service of our backsides, the
industry claims it acts only to preserve
the jobs.of millworkers.

Never mind that automation has
trimmed more than 20 percent of the
timber jobs in Montana in the past
decade. The contention of benevolence
toward millworkers, however, flies flat
against the reality that record numbers of
.unmilled logs are leaving the region for
the Orient.

Oregon, Washington, Idaho and
Montana now send each year close to 4
billion board-feet of logs with the bark
still on them to points east, mostly Japan
and South Korea. Four billion board-feet
is more than triple the total number of
logs cut annually in Montana on all lands
- state, federal, private and industrial.

One in five of all logs cut in the four
states of the Northwestis exported raw.

With only minor exceptions, export
of logs from federal and state lands is
against the law. That means all of this
trade comes from private lands. Plum
Creek and Weyerhaeuser, the two largest
private timber holders in the Northwest,
also lead in exports.

Plum Creek's response to this is to
label it an issue not worth mentioning in
Montana, because all of its export logs
come from company land in Oregon and
Washington. Montana logs are milled in
Columbia Falls and other regional facili-
ties. However, in a region with interwo-
ven networks of trade, where log-starved
mills from Oregon and Washington
come to Montana seeking federal timber,
state boundaries are meaningless
abstractions.

What Parson deemed worthy of
mention in the interview was a manifest
failing of his firm that he wished to con-
fess for the record.

The problem, he allowed, was one
of public relations: "We haven't done a
very good job as an industry ... in
explaining the fact, in getting people to
buy on with the fact that if they want
these forest products at reasonable prices
they are going to have to kill some
trees."

In the world of Plum-Creek-speak

ing warmed to this theme, Parson
brought it to bear on the key question of
the interview: whether his company, like
Champion, had abandoned sustained
yield in the early 1980s in favor of the
accelerated harvest.

He said, no, it hadn't, and although
numbers were not right at land, the com-
pany had cut roughly equal amounts of
its own timber in each year through the
past decade and a half. I asked him
whether numbers could be at hand.

He promised to send them later and
then allowed that while the problem may
not be Plum Creek's, it well may be
Champion's, and further was not a prob-
lem of the industry over-cutting its lands
but rather a problem of the Forest Ser-
vice undercutting public lands.

I asked him about allegations that
his company had used shoddy and dam-
aging practices.

"I don't think we've done anything
wrong in that area. The prescriptions we
have applied on the ground have been
sound silvicultural prescriptions," he said.

End of interview, but Parson did not
want me to leave. He wanted to make
sure I saw the company nursery in a
neighboring town, where its next genera-
tion of seedlings was being incubated.
And he wanted me to see the company's
PR videotape snow 109 nappy workers,
wildlife, and vigorous saplings arching
to the sun. Gallacher and I sat through
the tape in his conference room. Parson
watched, too, then left me with a curious
statement.

"It may not be the way we are," he
said of the tape, "but it's the way we
would like to be."

He expected that I would not write
of things as they stood, but as Bill Par-
son would like them to be. He wanted
me to accept the same set of images that
kept him coming to work each day.
Images would not support the story I was
writing. The story still had a hole.

Finally, the numbers

A few weeks later I received a letter
signed by Parson himself. It contained
the num bers I had asked for, that he had
promised but that nothing other than his
word compelled him to give me.

Between 1981 and 1982, Plum
Creek had doubled its harvest. By 1987,
it had tripled the harvest rate of the
1970s, a level it continues.

Those numbers flatly contradicted
what Parson had said in the interview.
My story was back in business. For at
least six years and to the present, Plum
Creek had forsaken sustained yield io cut
the hell out of its trees. I have no idea
why Parson decided to confirm this.

F
ormore than a century, 1.4

million acres of Northwest
forest basked relatively
unmolested, the beneficiary
of Plum Creek's obscurity

within the network of businesses com-
manded by the Burlington Northern
Railroad. Those lands were the dowry ,
awarded the railroads in the marriage of
Midwest to Northwest, a carrot extended
by President Lincoln in 1864.

In return for accepting the risks of
building railroads, the government ceded
the railroads vast tracts of federal lands.
Corporate predecessors and then
Burlington Northern itself used the land
for a few railroad ties, some corporate
retreats here and there, lodges to entice
passengers, but the business at hand was
railroading.

Ignored, the trees grew, became tim-

•••
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voir even Burlington Northern could not
ignore in those heady days of the 1980s,
when Reaganomics began to bloom full
force and America was in business
again. It was the day of the MBAs, eco-
nomic Darwinists, nut-cutters. This
mindset fostered, from the forests' point
of view, a fatal abstraction: Trees
became inventory; worse, slow-growing
inventory susceptible to fire and bugs.

Said Parson of the stretch of the nat-
ural world in his charge: "If you had that
kind of investment in your portfolio,
you'd get rid of it and get something that
was growing."

Foresters get the ax

More particularly, though, Plum
Creek officials now acknowledge that a
form of predation in the corporate habi-
tat was largely responsible for accelerat-
ed harvest. The '80s was an era of
takeovers. Firms with undervalued assets
like old-growth timber were particularly
vulnerable prey. The solution was to cut
and sell the timber as rapidly as possible,
convert the asset to cash, reinvest it and
hold the asset strippers at bay. Plum
Creek took that solution.

In the early '80s, Dave Leland took
over as Plum Creek's president and chief
executive officer. A sleepy subsidiary of
Burlington Northern woke up. Leland
straightway streamlined the firm by
"downsizing" its staff, particularly
foresters whose job it is to ensure that
logging operations are silviculturally and
environmentally sound.

At the same time it doubled its cut.
Parson acknowledges that 35 foresters in
his employ got the ax.

One of my sources, a Plum Creek
forester, said the company's attitude
shifted dramatically. Foresters who
protested the heavy-handed practices
were given a clear choice: "They would
tell you either to do the job or someone
else will," this source said. "The joke
was you would come in from the field
and your desk would be gone, but it
wasn't a joke, it happened ... I think the
way the company looked at it was they
sawall these trees, all this standing old-
growth timber, as money in the bank."

In 1989, Burlington Northern pulled
off a couple of neat corporate splits that
eventually landed Plum Creek clear of
its parent company as a limited partner-
ship, culminating a series of moves that
company officials acknowledge left
shareholders "several billion dollars"
richer. By 1990, Plum Creek was openly
referred to as "the Darth Vader of the
industry. "

In 1990, two years after Bill Parson
ducked my questions about sustained
yield, the company admitted cutting its
trees twice as fast as they would grow
back.

Parson told a Montana state legisla-
tor, "We have never said we were on a
sustained-yield program, and we have
never been on a sustained-yield program.
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Let's get to the heart of it. Sure, it (cor-
porate land) is extensively logged, but
what is wrong with that?"

hen Gallacher and 1
left Parson that day,
he told us we really
ought to visit the
company's nursery

in a small town about halfway between
Missoula and Columbia Falls. There the
company incubates the seedlings, rows
of them, straight, uniform, and with
genetics certified to warm an accoun-
tant's heart. This nursery, the company
says, is an emblem of its good intentions.
Gallacher and 1 had seen nurseries
before. The story would not dispute the
fact that both Champion and Plum Creek
do plant trees. It's in their interest. There
is a federal tax break for reforestation.

The real issue is whether those trees
will grow, or, more complicated still,
whether one can replace an entire natural
community we call a forest by planting
only trees. A simple tour of a nursery
.could reveal nothing about that issue.
We declined Parson's invitation:

Instead, we chose to visit another
piece of Plum Creek property, hard-cut
timberlands in a place called Jim Lakes.

The lakes lie in alpine country, high
country that rolls against the Mission
Mountain Wilderness Area. The east slope
of the Missions is fingered with a series of
canyons that slide creeks down to either
the Swan or Clearwater rivers below. At
the head of each drainage runs the wilder-
ness boundary, federally protected wilder-
ness lands where machines, including sim-
ple ones like bicycles, are banned.

Against these boundaries lie sec-
tions of Plum Creek land, and so one can
walk this strangely symbolic and still
starkly real line where wilderness and
civilization collide. Jim Lakes - there
are two of them pooled at the center of a
bowl of land ceded to Plum Creek -lie
within sight of this line, or at least in
sight now that the trees are gone. But it's

best to visit Jim Lakes by first going to
Cold Lake, a mile-long bowl at the head
of a parallel drainage, parallel in eleva-
tion, slope. climate, size, and, we can
Iltlw only imagine, once parallel in vege-
tation. The difference is, Cold Lake is
inside the wilderness boundary. You
walk there up a middling steep swath of
forest trail canopied by bearded old
spruce, lodgepole, and subalpine fir.

At the lake there is a campsite,
unused. It has been circled with a ring of
twine and a small notice from the Forest
Service asking hikers not to camp here
.for a year or so. The soils and plants of
this alpine terrain are notoriously fragile.
They will withstand not even an occa-
sional crushing by a nylon tent, not even
the thump of a hiking boot's sole. This
kitchen-sized chunk of tender land needs
a rest.

Gaping bulldozer bites

Just a mile or so away at Jim Lakes
there is no rest.

When I was there the clearcuts were
but a couple of years old, a rocky, moun-
tain amphitheater stripped of all trees.
These alpine lakes and streams are able
to hold life only to the extent that a ring
of trees can shield them from winter
winds and intense mountain sun.

Because of this, forestry standards
that Plum Creek itself has endorsed -
and claims it enforces - forbid logging
the edges of lakes and streams. The
banks of Jim Lakes and the creek that
veins them were bare. Near the outlet of

,one lake, we saw gaping bulldozer bites
out of each side of the creek's bank,
cleat marks where the cat clomped
straight across the creek.

This is a violation of forestry stan-
dards. This cat cut stands just a few feet
downstream from a bridge. Presumably,
the eat's operator believed the wooden
bridge would not suffer the weight of his
machine, so the creek did.

Across fresh-built roads, fans of

Trygve Steen

eroding sand wash down slope, ultimate-
ly toward Jim Creek, a creek that used to
raise young trout until the sand filled the
space between the rocks where fish usu-
ally lay eggs.

None of this damage derives neces-
sarily from the simple act of cutting
trees. These scars on the land are rather
the result of how one cuts trees.

There is a band of practices, ranging
on its gentlest level to the snatching of
an occasional tree from a dense stand
and snaking it out with a horse, to the
level of devastation around Jim Lakes.

This is forestry at its harshest- not
really forestry at all, but more a form of
strip mining.

At its most severe, this sort of cut-
ting proceeds across very large clearcuts,
hundreds of acres at a time stripped not
only of mature, usable trees, but of all
trees, all vegetation. The sawable is
sawed, the marginal is burned, the limbs
and brush are burned, the land is burned
and then a few years later crews plug in
genetically and economically acceptable
saplings .

A forest is reduced to the moun-
tain's equivalent of a Midwestern coni-
field in a massive ecological and genetic
experiment. A couple of hundred years
from now, we will know if it worked. If
it doesn't, we will know the corporations
got the last of the wood out fast and
cheap.

'Nazi forestry'

Arnold Bolle has a name for this.
Bolle is a softspoken old man, dean
emeritus of the University of Montana's
School of Forestry. Likely he had a hand
in the training of more foresters than any
person in the West.

"It's Nazi forestry. You clear off all
that old junk and put in a good tree of
good genetic quality in orderly rows as if
that's the whole reason God created
trees, just for our benefit," he once told
me. "It's a very comfortable thing to
think that man is in total control and
everything is obeying us."

Yet, in a legal sense, asserting that
"man" is in control of Plum Creek's land
overstates the case. In Montana, Plum
Creek is in control, largely because
Montana, unlike all other timber-produc-
ing states in the Northwest, has no law
governing forestry practices on private
lands.

Despite the fact that these practices'
affect wildlife, water quality, and irriga-
tors well beyond the corporate bound-
aries, Plum Creek may do largely as it
will on the land the federal government
ceded to it. Not that people haven't tried
to gain some control.

Repeatedly, Ben Cohen, a state rep-
resentative who once worked for the
Forest Service, has introduced bills to
create a forest practices act, but it is a
measure of the political clout of the
industry that those attempts generally die
in committee.

Part of the credit for this goes to the
state's top forester, who publicly coun-
sels legislators that the state doesn't need
a forest practices act. Privately, he has
offered a different opinion.

Technically, Gary Brown's job is to
manage all state-owned timber lands, a
job that gives him the title of state
forester. When the state, however, began
toying with the notion of a forest prac-
tices act, Brown became the official
point of concentration for legislative
investigations of activities on all forested
lands.

His advice to the Legislature was
that it should not pass a law mandating
sound forest practices. Brown's pre-
ferred method was to jawbone the corpo-
rations into voluntary compliance with
an industry-drawn list of prescriptions

"best management practices."
Not long after I spoke with Parson

and saw his company's handiwork on
the land, 1 interviewed Brown in his
office to see what he thought ought to be
done about shoddy forestry in the state.
That, he told me, was "old news." 1 was
only focusing on the negative, out to
give the craft of forestry a bad name at
the same time that the industry had
cleaned up its act. He became visibly
angry at one point.

"1 guess I don't like the way this
conversation is going," he said.

For the record, he felt all was well
on the land and that the state shouldn't
gum up the works with a new set of reg-
ulations. For the record. A reporter's
guarantee of anonymity is not something
to be taken lightly. 1 have never broken
one, but then I have never been painted
into a tough comer with one. the comer
where a public official paid to do a job
uses a reporter's shield to cover his ass,
to make the reporter take the heat for the
job the official is supposed to be doing.
Besides, 1 made no guarantee of
anonymity to Brown. Steve Woodruff,
the reponer who handled this story
before I was on it, made the deal.

In one of my boxes of notes there is
a long computer printout Woodruff gave
me after scrawling at its top in red ink'
"BACKGROUND ONL'(. NOT FOR
PUBLICATION." Woodruff told me the
notes are a transcript of an interview in
which Brown and some members of his
staff described practices similar to those
I saw on Plum Creek lands.

In the interview, Brown speaks of
the "irreparable damage by bulldozers on
steep slopes, of erosion and the subse-
quent loss of topsoil that makes the
regrowth of the next generation of trees
difficult if not impossible. Brown even
tells a story that I 'heard subsequently
from other sources: The state set up a
committee to head off some of the preb-
lems in checkerboarded drainages. State,
federal, and industrial managers would
cooperatively schedule cuts in a given
drainage to spread the shock, limit dam-
ages tp water quality, and rotate the har-
vest fairly.

Industry, however, used the infor-
mation to anticipate where the public
entities were headed next and would beat
the state and federal loggers to the
punch.

Later in the interview. Brown begins
to handle the hot issue, the need for a
law setting forest practices.

... I hope we end up with
a forest practices act, some-
thing that is realistic so that
we can carry it out, because
we don't have a mandate
right now.

Partly because of Brown's subse-
quent public pronouncements, he does
not have the mandate he longed for pri-
vately. Plum Creek and Champion still
may behave as they wish on timbered
lands in Montana.

B
ecause I took no informa-
tion from the man I am
about to describe, he was
really more a guide than a
source. He knew the log-

ging roads and clearcuts of the Seeley-
Swan Valley. There, people work cutting
trees, creating a web of clearcuts tiling
the valley floor below.

These patches, some a mile square,
are mostly the work of Plum Creek,
which owns hundreds of sections of land
in the 20-mile-wide swath between the
Bob Marshall and Mission Mountain
wilderness areas.

Continued on next page
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Mixed ownership (plum Creek, state, Flathead National Forest) logging In the Swan Valley and Mission Mountainsp988)

A reporter investigates
Continuedfrom previous page

Logging's hard face

Logging carves a hard face on the
land, on the people and the towns. Shops
and cafes wear day-glow green signs
announcing their sympathies for the tim-
ber industry. Environmentalists are
called "tree-buggers" and "flower-snif-
fers." The local bank sends out pro-log-
ging tracts with its monthly statements.

Environmentalists and industry tus-
sle over the right to screen their respec-
tive video-taped propaganda to elemen-
tary school classes. Four-wheel-drive
pickup trucks, hauling rows of chain-
saws stabbed in racks like oily Excal-
iburs, nose into a string of taverns at
quitting time.

Inside, men uniform in wide, red
suspenders pursue their leisure with the
earned abandon common to any work-
ingman's bar, but the mood can blanch
quickly. Eyes and voices harden when
people speak of timber, which is why my
guide wished to remain anonymous. He
lived in this valley and drank in these
bars, so I will call him only "the Sav-
age." He was much like the cedar sa v-
ages I knew as a kid.

He was an environmentalist, I guess,
but an odd variety. In his thirties, wiry
and full of a cackling chatter, he made
his living catching what fell through the
cracks, scavenging a bit of firewood
here, some cedar shakes there, probably
killing an occasional out-of-season deer. ,
He knew in great detail how to shoot the
locks off Forest Service gates that closed
old logging roads. He was full of racist
theories as to why corporations were
clearcutting his valley. For this I thought
him an idiot.

I thought further, though, when I
learned that he once pushed a paraplegic
friend across about 40 miles worth of the
Bob Marshall Wilderness. The pair -

the crippled man in a handcart - cov-
ered about two miles a day of mountain-
ous foottrails. This friend was ill, and the
Savage believed one should not die with-
out seeing the Bob.

But on the day I am remembering,
the Savage was guiding Gallacher and
me to some of the more egregious log-
ging sites of the Seeley-Swan. It was the
day we found Jim Lakes. Beyond the
lakes, though, we saw more clearcuts
fingered with erosion, stream beds
stripped, lake shores trimmed bare of
trees, and mile on mile of permanent
roads bleeding their sediment into near-
by trout streams. These are the marks of
logging. We were driving those roads in
my Jeep, but sometimes we'd walk, for a
feel of the place. It was a hot day, and
yet in some uncut places we walked
beneath middle-aged spruce, cedar, and
fir, stepping on the cool, spongy floor of
a live forest.

Then the forest broke to a clearcut.
The temperature jumped 20 degrees. The
air lost its load of chill vapor and the
ground rattled hard and dry beneath our
boots.

We walked in one spot where a log-
ger worked. We talked to him after he
used a crane-like log loader and an
aggressive dog to block the road that was
our exit. He shouted at us over the
pocka-pocka of his idling diesel. We told
him what we were doing; he did not
seem to appreciate our work. We read
the bumper sticker on his truck announc-
ing that his property was "insured by
Smith and Wesson." He glared from the
loader's seat and explained how environ-
mentalists stood in the way of the huge
machine's huge payments. Were we
environmentalists?

We guessed we weren't, He moved
his crane and dog to let us go.

A few hundred yards down the road,
the Savage made us stop the truck so he
could rail a bit. Plum Creek only wanted

•••
a few of the species that were growing in
that clearcut. The remaining trees, at
least a quarter of them, the loggers had
bulldozed into piles the size of houses.
These logs they wouldn't saw, but bum.

The company believed firewood
scavengers might be injured and file
lawsuits, so forbade the collecting of
firewood. This angered the Savage as he
leaped around a pile of logs large enough
to heat several houses for several winters
in a valley where poor and rich alike
heat with wood. He showed us dead
buried trees a couple of feet in diameter
and said they would have made decent
cedar shakes.

Plum Creek was not interested in har-
vesting cedar. In that valley, it was not
considered a "commercial" species. Plum
Creek was more interested in stripping a
forest of trees it considered undesirable so
that it might plant species more usable in
its mills. This is how Plum Creek farms
trees. Throughout the industry, such a
practice is considered sound silviculture.
These are the rules of the land.

e were visiting Gold
Creek's valley,
where Champion
now owns and has
mostly cut at least

100 square miles of land. There is very
little checkerboarding in Gold Creek.
Instead, it lies under a mostly contiguous
blanket of Champion's ownership. It
feeds the mill at Bonner.

As we drove up that drainage, Gal-
lacher and I became more and more
excited, because it appeared we were
going to find the photos that would doc-
ument our story. My Jeep had traveled a
full 15 miles up dusty logging roads,
passing through devastated clearcuts the
whole way. It was as if we had somehow
left what we knew as Montana.

The valley that holds Gold Creek is
but 10 air miles from Missoula, but it is

strategically screened from the major
highway nearby. There is no reason to
drive into the drainage other than to cut
trees. We and most Montanans never
visit places like this, a sort of loggers'
hell. ,_

On previous trips, we had seen mile
on mile of hard-cut land, yet nothing like
this, a once-forested mountain valley
worked as hard as a strip mine. Champi-
on had "slicked off' - the local term for
a clearcut, one the loggers themselves
use - its land in other areas of the state,
but most of its land elsewhere is inter-
spersed with federal, state, and private
holdings. In this drainage, contiguous
ownership makes the evidence of the
corporation's work roll out to the hori-
zon like a tidal wave of deforestation.

After a couple of hours, we heard a
saw clatter from a distant ridge and
headed toward it. A logger named Kevin
Rausch was reworking a seed-tree cut, a
common logging technique. On the first
pass, loggers all but clearcut an area,
leaving standing only a single mature
Western larch on every half-acre or so.
That produces a forest covered with trees
about as thickly as goalposts cover a
football field.

After those parent trees have shed a
few years' worth of cones to seed the
next generation, loggers cut them down,
which Rausch was doing. He worked on
a ridgetop commanding a view that
summed the recent history of Gold
Creek.

Stretching to the sky behind him
were mile on mile of bald slopes webbed
by steep gravel roads for logging trucks
and fingered by the trails of the cats that
had skidded the trees.

Before now, I had seen this spot
only on computer. I had crunched
through the state tax records which
revealed that Champion had cut 95 per-
cent of its trees. Yet 1had no feel for that
statistic until I saw it printed on the land
by the mile. Officially, foresters from
both Plum Creek and Champion had told
me such scenes did not exist, that, yes,
they were cutting, but they were using
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techniques to ensure regrowth of the
forests and to prevent erosion.

Yet erosion and tactics that cause
erosion were everywhere. Topsoil was
visibly in flight. True, the next genera-
tion of trees was being seeded, but how
could it grow when the integrity of the
soil was so undermined?

Throughout the story, we found the
loggers to be frank and approachable,
willing to speak, but often resigned to
the paradox of their lives. They did not
like what they were doing, but it was the
work they knew, and the work that at
once bound them to and split them from
these mountains. Rausch felt the bind as
he answered my questions. He glanced
grimly over the sweep of clearcuts
behind him, then said, "Maybe if we
would do a better job, the environmen-
talists would get off our backs."

Rausch was telling us something
- important: This story was not so much
about the cutting of trees as it was about
the ways in which we cut trees. These
days, our methods are all aimed at profit,
or more precisely, profit in the next
quarter as opposed to profi t 20 years
hence. In this taking of the forests for
our own benefit, an act as old as humans,
there are compromises to be made in the
interest of ensuring a future. There are
ways to cut that can ease the pain.

In Montana, it was not news that
industry was cutting trees, but what was
news was that quietly, over nearly a
decade and out of public view, the indus-
try had responded to tough times by giv-
ing no quarter. The industry existed to
get the wood out and get it whacked into
studs, plywood, and cardboard boxes as
fast and as cheaply as possible.

e found the dozers
that day simply by
asking Rausch
where they were.
They wouldn't be

skidding the trees he had cut for a few
days, but Rausch said that over there, off
toward the horizon, hidden in one of the
draws that veined the drainage, ·we
would find the cats. We thanked Rausch,
climbed into the Jeep and bounced over
more miles of logging roads, over ridges,
around the switchbacks until we finally
found the cats.

They were exactly as my sources
told me they would be, working slopes
almost too steep to climb on foot. If that
same ridge were on public land, where
rules govern forest practices, those cats
would not have been there at all. Those
slopes were far too steep for tractor skid-
ding under federal guidelines. Instead,
the Forest Service would have required a
gentler aerial system of cables to snake
logs upslope. Cats churn the topsoil and
make it vulnerable to erosion, especially
vulnerable here on slopes so precipitous.

Plum Creek's sawmill and lumber yard in Columbia Falls, Montana

Yet cats are about half as expensive as
any other method of skidding.

A torturing of the land

At the top of the ridge, the cats piv-
oted and pointed their blades straight
down slope along already well-grooved
trails. Immediately, they dropped their
blades for a bite of soil, a method of
slowing their descent.

As the cats neared piles of felled
logs, the operators set the blades down
hard to jam them to a full stop, scouring
another bite of soil. The operator left the
cat and pulled a cable called a choker
from a series of such cables wound on a
winch that looked like a big yo-yo on the
rear of the cat.

The operator set the choker on a log,
winched it to the cat, then clamped the
choker onto the next log. He repeated the
whole process until a half dozen or so
logs were tethered to the crawler. Then
the CDtheaded on down the hill, with the
blade still biting, tracks pivoting and
screeching, with the butts of logs rooting
a deep furrow straight down the fall line.

Anywhere else, that furrow would
be called a ditch, an instant watercourse
inviting erosion.

Over the weeks we had been on the
story, we had asked industry people
repeatedly about just such practices, and
they denied them, said that forestry was
about enlightenment and stewardship
and respect for the land. Yet we stood on
the hillside that day and saw only a tor-
turing of the land, soil sent downhill by
the blade of a cat or churned and left
naked and helpless before the force of

the first rushing thunderstorm.
Those trails scoured by the cats are

repeated every 100 feet or so on almost
any steep clearcut. At that rate, a section
of land, a square mile, can accommodate
more than 200 such trails, each a quarter
mile long.

Champion International owns about
1,300 sections of land in western Mon-
tana. So does Plum Creek, and each
plans to have cut all of it by the close of
the century. The force of this multiplica-
tion can only sink Il1 after you have
stood in an old skid trail, as lance did,
where rain and cats had eroded it four
feet deep, laying bore a cross section,
first of detritus, topsoil and organic
decay, then of volcanic ash, then of
glacial gravels. The wealth of the eons
squandered in a few passes of the cat
that wrings a' few more- pennies from an
eight-foot two-by-four.

Each of these thousands of skid
trails runs downhill, as does water, first
'to ephemeral streams and freshets, then
to creeks, then to rivers like the Big
Blackfoot. There what we knew as top-
soil becomes silt, and fish die in the
translation.

Silt gathers in the spaces between
rocks where trout deposit eggs, smother-
ing both the eggs and young trout. In a
few years. once-vibrant trout streams
become sterile ditches, broken by the
work of carrying .opsoil away. This river
was the setting of Norman Maclean's A
River Runs Through It, a novel of fami-
ly, place, and flyfishing.

Now, trout fishermen bypass the Big
Blackfoot because the fish are mostly
gone.

O
n a bright morning in
spring we flew low into
the sun. Before this, we
had learned of the
clearcutting of Montana

from ,Y>'hatpeople had told us. We had
seen it in the numbers tucked into com-
puters and heard it hashed in the debate
between conservationists and loggers.
We had walked among the trees and the'
clearcuts. There was, though, still anoth-
er perspective. Photographer Michael
Gallacher and I flew that day to find that
nothing could tell this story as starkly as
the view from a Cessna 210.

From the air, Montana has come to
resemble Forest Service maps that are
color-coded to show land ownership. I
was looking straight at the checkerboard,
drawn not on a map, not an abstraction,
but real' on the land below. The ebb and
flow, the contours, the winding of river
valleys, the random roundness all lay •
violated.

Where Champion and -Plum Creek
owned land, they had cut trees, leaving
straight boundaries visible from miles
above. The straight edges of clearcuts
slammed against wilderness, the roll of
hills rammed into square holes. Mon-
tana's face had been cut up and sold.

•
Excerpts above are from Last Stand:

Logging, Journalism and The Case for
Humility, by Richard Manning, to be
published in October by Gibbs Smith,
Box 667, Layton, UT 84041.
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CLASSIFIEDS

WIW MONTANA GET-TOGETHER
The Montana Wilderness Association's

33rd annual convention, Sept. 27-29, will
explore the theme Wild Montana: the
Geography of Hope. Keynote speakers are
Jim Baca, commissioner of state lands in
New Mexico, and Herbert Chao Gunther
from the Public Media Center in San Francis-
co. Panels and workshops throughout the
weekend will cover the "wise use move-
ment," whose members oppose the creation
of wilderness areas; 1872 mining law reform;
and the values to people of wild land. Fol-
lowing the conference in Butte, Mont., field
trips are available, including a guided hike up
Cable Mountain. For more information con-
tact Susan Bryan, MWA. P.O. Box 635,
Helena, MT 59624 (406/443-7350).

HEADWATERSll
Historian Rod Nash seems to relish being

provocative: "I'm sorry people are starving,"
he says, "but I'm much more concerned with
members of the species smaller than Homo
sapiens." Nash is the featured speaker Oct.
4-6 at Headwaters II, an environmental
conference in Gunnison, Colo .. that will
explore different cultural perspectives about
living in the Southwest. Participants include
John Nichols, author of the Milagro Bean-
field War, and Stanley Crawford, author of
Mayordomo, who will read excerpts from
their new works. Registration is $10. For
more information, contact organizer George
Sibley, Western State College of Colorado,
Gunnison, Co 81231 (303/943-2055 or
303/943-7099).

HIGH COUNTRY NEWS classified ads cost 30
cents per word, $5 minimum. Display ads 4 col-
umn inches or less are $10/001inch if camera-
ready; $15[coL inch if we make up. Larger dis-

Here's ONE simple
thing you can do

to help save the planet
Call 1-800·473-0685
for your free catalogue of

environmentally friendly products.
[very choice makes a difference.

UOWONBAKTU
The Environmental General Store

santa Fe, NM

TELL ME A STORY
Poets, essayists and storytellers from 10 dif-

ferent Native.American tribes will gather at the
Telluride Institute. Sept. 26-29 for a series of
readings, performances and seminars. The event
will allow Native American writers to exchange
ideas and discuss current challenges. Passes are
$40 for general admission. $25 for students. For
more information and registration, call Maria
Bleich at 303n28-4402.

SEEKING COMMON
GROUND IN W:'OMING

Timber, tourism, ranching and recreation
are the major topics for the Wyoming Outdoor
Council's annual conference, Oct. 5. Called
Seeking CommonGround: Sustainable Eco-
nomics for Wyoming.the gathering will focus
on how environmental and economic sustain-
ability can be defined and created for

play ads are $30 or $35/col. inch. We reserve the
right to screen all ads. Send your ad with pay-
ment to: HCN, Box 1090, Paonia, CO 81428 or
call30315274898 for more information.

CAPITOL REEF CABIN: One room, big
decks, solitude and slickrock spires at/the
foot of Boulder Mtn. on the edge of Capitol
Reef N.P. $300/wk. P.O. Box B, Teasdale,
UT 84773 (801[425-3752)_ (4x17p)

FORMER COUNTRY STORE: Approx.
1,500 sq. ft., with large unfinished basement
in Teasdale, Utah, at foot of Boulder Mtn. 7
miles from Capitol Reef N.P. Ideal location
for recreational services or environmental
education. For rent, terms negotiable. P.O.
Box B, Teasdale, UT 84773 (801/425-3752).
(4xI7p)

ENVIRONMENTAL FORESTER for project
to assist grassroots organizations working on
issues related to the implementation of nation-
al forest plans in the western United States.
Includes training and technical assistance to
organizations responding to proposals for site-
specific projects, such as timber harvesting
and road construction. Responsible for train-

Read the West's EC
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o 1year - $24 *0 1year, institution - $34
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Wyoming. Speakers include Philip Hocker,
founder and president of the Mineral Policy
Ceruer, Dennis Kelso, former commissioner of
the Alaska Department of Environmental Con-
servation, Molly O'Neal, co-chair of the North-
ern Arapaho Tribe Business Council, and Steve
Thomas, chair of the Teton County Commis-
sion. For more information, contact the
Wyoming Outdoor Council, 201 Main St.,
Lander, WY 82520 (307/332-7031).

LEARN ABOUT COWRADO WETLANDS
The Colorado Department of Natural

Resources is sponsoring a conference on Col-
orado Wetlands: Policiesand Options, Oct.
8-9 in Denver. Although the gathering is tar-
geted for policy makers at the state and local
levels, everyone is welcome. "The purpose of
this conference is to explore options for deal-
ing with the controversies surrounding our
state's wetlands," says Ken Salazar, executive
director of the Department of Natural
Resources. ''This will help us ... deal with the
increasing involvement of federal agencies in
wetlands management." Support for the con-
ference has come from the Environmental
Protection Agency and Thorne Ecological
Institute. The cost is $35. and speakers
include representatives from the White House
Office of Policy Development, the EPA, the
Soil Conservation Service, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the National Wildlife
Federation. The luncheon speaker is Jim
Scherer, regional administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, who will dis-
cuss his views about the role states should
take in the protection of wetland resources.
For more information, contact the Department
of Natural Resources, 1313 Shennan, Room
718, Denver, CO 80203 (303/866-3311)_ A_Austin, Wyoming Outdoor Council

ing materials, coordinator of communications
among grassroots organizations, presentation
of workshops and development of strategies
to influence national forest management. Will
also prepare assessments of resource condi-
tions and research on solutions for technical
and policy problems on the national forests.
Applicants must have practical experience in
national forest policy, silviculture, quantita-
tive methods used in land management plan-
ning and/or timber management planning.
Experience in one or more of the following is
also desirable: wildlife management, water-
shed management, preservation of biological
diversity and grassroots organization. Thor-
ough knowledge of the laws and regulations
governing national forest management is
required. Applicants must have strong public-
relations skills and a commitment to protect-
ing the forest environment. Send resume with
letter of application and names and addresses
of three professional references to Kathryn
Brewer, Assistant to the Director, Forest Trust
_ The Tides Foundation, PO Box 519, Santa
Fe, NM 87504-0519. Closing date October
31, 1991. (2xI6p)

ORGANIZATIONAL CONSULTANT
wants to match professional endeavors with
personal values. Desire to use my talent in
organization development consultation, con-
flict management and group facilitation to
serve clients that have environmental aware-
ness as an integral part of their mission. I
have designed and conducted team develop-
ment workshops, planning sessions, trainings
and retreats for boards of directors, commu-
nity groups, management teams and state-
wide organizations. I invite you to contact
me. References available. Virginia Winter,
Box 339, Grand Lake, CO 80447, 3031627-
3503. (3xI5p)

TREES. HOW IMPORTANT ARE THEY7
Informative booklet, $2.00. Order from:
Annice Hunt, 291-C Nassau Drive. Palmetto,
FL 34221. (3xI5p)

300 ACRES ON DOLORES RIVER.
Entrance to fabulous Blue Creek Canyon -
sheer I,OOO-foot red-rocked cliffs with- old
Ute trail going up. 70 acres can be irrigated,
homestead, orchard, small home, swinging
bridge across river, surrounded by BLM. 1.5
hours to Grand Junction or Telluride,
$300.000. 600 acres farthe~ down the river
for the same price. Others. Treece Land,
303/243-4170_ (4xI4b)

OUTDOOR SINGLES NETWORK, bi-
monthly newsletter, ages 19-90, no forward-
ing fees, $I8/I-year, $4/trial issue-informa-
tion , OSN -HCN, 1557 Goodrich Creek,
Council, ill 83612. (lOxIOp)

WANTED: HOME NEAR SANTA FE.
Transferring Park Service couple wants the
right place within commuting distance. Ideal-
ly: 3 BR, garage, storage, views, quiet,
"Santa Fe" style, less than $90,000. Ask for
Bob, 906[337-4991, 8-5 (Eastern) M-F before
10/20/91 or 505/988-6870 thereafter. (2xI6b)

"OUTDOOR PEOPLE AD-Venture" lists 60-
word descriptions of active, outdoor-oriented
Singles and Trip Companions nationwide.
$3/issue, $12Iad. OUTDOOR PEOPLE-
HCN, PO Box 600, Gaston, SC 29053
(7xt2b)

TREECYCLE ---
REC'VCLED PAPER
-W~I<t/!~~~

~ Not All Recycled Paper
~ Is Created Equal!

Our customers believe recycled paper is
made from the waste paper they recycle. At
Treecycle we believe that is how it should
be. We sell papers that truely address the
waste stream. We feature papers with high
post-consumer waste content: 100% pew
envelopes, toilet tissue, and legal pads - all
of which are unbleached.
P.O. Box 5086 Bozeman, MT 59717

(406) 586·5287
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Tee Shirts
Medium - Large - Extra Large

Blue on Off-White
$12.00

(Plus whatever you care to donate
to this worthy organization.)

P.O. Box368
Cedar City, Utah 84721

(801)58~1617 /
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