
OFFICIAL RULES – HARPERCOLLINS CHILDREN’S BOOKS DIVERSE VOICES OPEN INBOX 

CONTEST 

 
SPONSOR 

This promotion (the “Contest”) is sponsored by HarperCollins Children’s Books, a division of 

HarperCollins Publishers L.L.C. (“HarperCollins”), 195 Broadway, New York, New York 10007. 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
The Contest is open to all legal residents of the United States eighteen (18) years of age and 
older as of June 1, 2020, excluding employees and immediate family members of HarperCollins 
and its parents, subsidiaries, affiliates, assigns, advertising, promotional and fulfillment agents, 
attorneys, and other representatives and the persons with whom each of the above are 
domiciled. Offer void outside the United States and wherever prohibited or restricted by law. 

 

You may not enter if your submission has been previously published by a book publisher. 

 
Each entrant in the Contest must be the rightful holder of the email account submitted at entry. 
In the event of a dispute concerning the identity of the holder of the email account, the holder 
will be deemed to be the person who owns the email address according to the records of the 
email service provider. The email account must be opened prior to the commencement of the 
Contest. 

 

ENTRY METHOD 

 
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY 
To enter, you must go to https://www.harpercollins.com/childrens/diverse-voices-open-inbox/ 
and enter the required information, including name and email address, and complete and 
submit a submission release form (the “Release Form”) and submit an original manuscript (the 
“Submission”) in accordance with the Submission Guidelines and instructions set forth below. 
Once you enter the required information and upload both the Release Form and Submission, 
you will receive a message confirming receipt and you will automatically be entered into the 
Contest (“Entry”). You must provide all information requested to be eligible to win. By 
participating in the Contest, you will receive by email special offers from HarperCollins 
Children’s Books. You can unsubscribe from these promotional emails at any time. 

 

Once you make an Entry, your Submission will be uploaded to a private channel (not accessible 
to the general public) where it will be accessed by HarperCollins or its representatives to 
confirm compliance with the Submission Guidelines below. Any Entry that HarperCollins in its 
sole discretion deems at any time is not in compliance with the Submission Guidelines below 
will be disqualified without notification. 

 
Limit one (1) Entry per person. Only the first Entry will be considered. Any additional Entries will 
be disqualified without notification. 

https://www.harpercollins.com/childrens/diverse-voices-open-inbox/


SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
Prior to submitting an Entry, carefully review the instructions below. Your Submission must 
meet the following criteria: 

 

Content Specifications: 
• The Submission must be a middle grade manuscript in any genre or format, written in 

the English language. Middle grade is defined as an audience that is between the ages of 
8-12 years old. We will not, for example, be accepting picture book or young adult 
manuscripts at this time. A typical middle grade novel is 30,000 – 75,000 words in 
length, and a typical middle grade graphic novel does not exceed 250 pages. 

• We align our definition of diversity with We Need Diverse Books, and recognize all 
diverse experiences, including (but not limited to) LGBTQIA, Native, people of color, 
gender diversity, people with disabilities, and ethnic, cultural, and religious minorities. 

• The Submission must include a cover page with the title of your Submission, your full 
name and email address, word count, genre, and an optional paragraph answering why 
you are entering the Contest. 

 

Technical Specifications: 

• File size no larger than 5 MB. 

• Microsoft Word or PDF format only. 

• File name of “firstname_lastname”. 

Other Criteria: 
• Only Submissions that have not been previously published by a publishing house are 

eligible. 
• Submissions must be in digital format and made online. No hard copy or email 

submissions will be accepted for entry into this Contest. 
• The Submission must be an original work created solely by you. 
• The Submission must NOT contain material that violates or infringes another’s rights, 

including but not limited to material that violates privacy, publicity or intellectual 
property rights, or that constitutes copyright infringement. 

 

Any Submission that does not satisfy all the above requirements will not be considered. 
 

ENTRY PERIOD 
The Contest will commence on June 1, 2020, at 9:00 a.m. ET. The last Entry will be accepted on 
July 1, 2020, at 10:59 p.m. ET. 

 

SELECTION AND NOTIFICATION OF WINNERS 
One (1) potential Grand Prize winner will be selected from among the eligible Submissions 
pursuant to the criteria set forth below. 

https://diversebooks.org/about-wndb/


Submissions will be judged by a panel of HarperCollins editors and must be of superior quality 
based on the following criteria: 

 
• We align our definition of diversity with We Need Diverse Books, and recognize all 

diverse experiences, including (but not limited to) LGBTQIA, Native, people of color, 
gender diversity, people with disabilities, and ethnic, cultural, and religious minorities. 

• Content appropriateness for the age category 

• Language and prose 

• Command of voice 

• Development of plot 

• Delineation of characters and setting 

• Presentation and accuracy of information 
 

In the event of a tied vote, the judges will reconsider the tied Submissions using the judging 
criteria stated above to determine one (1) potential winner. 

 
Judges’ decisions are final, binding and conclusive on all matters related to the Contest. 
The winner will be chosen on or about January 11, 2021. 

 

The potential winner will be notified by email. The potential winner will be required to sign and 
return to HarperCollins a declaration or affidavit of eligibility, compliance and release of liability 
(the “Affidavit”), and, if the winner does not respond and/or the Affidavit is not returned within 
14 days of notification, the potential winner will be deemed to have forfeited the prize, and an 
alternate potential winner will be chosen. 

 
HarperCollins reserves the right not to select a winner if in its sole discretion it does receive any 
eligible or qualified Submissions. 

 
PRIZES 

One (1) Grand Prize winner will receive the following: 
 

• $1,000.00 cash prize 
• Extensive editorial feedback from a panel of HarperCollins editors in writing, including 

an edit letter and a thirty-minute phone consultation. 

• Consideration for publication by the HarperCollins Children’s Books’ acquisitions group. 

Estimated retail value of Grand Prize: $1,000.00. 
 

Prizes are non-transferable and cannot be sold or redeemed for cash. All federal, state and local 
taxes are the sole responsibility of the winners. The winner may be required to supply 
HarperCollins with a social security number and other documentation for tax purposes, in the 

https://diversebooks.org/about-wndb/


event HarperCollins determines in its sole discretion that it is required to issue an IRS Form 
1099MISC for the total estimated retail value of the prizing awarded to such winner. 

 
CONDITIONS 
By participating, entrants affirm that they have read these Official Rules, agree to be bound by 
them and the decisions of the judges, which shall be final, and waive any right to claim 
ambiguity in the Contest and/or these Official Rules. Acceptance of prizes constitutes 
permission for HarperCollins to use winners’ names, likenesses, voices, biographies, and prizes 
won for purposes of advertising, promotion and publicity, all without additional compensation, 
except where prohibited or restricted by law. 

 

The entrants release, discharge, and hold harmless HarperCollins and its parents, affiliates, 
subsidiaries, assigns, attorneys, representatives and agents, including advertising, promotion 
and fulfillment agencies, from any and all liability or damages arising from the administration of 
the Contest and the use or misuse of any prize received in this Contest, including, without 
limitation, the following: (i) late, lost, incomplete, delayed, misdirected or unintelligible entries, 
(ii) any printing, typographical, administrative or technological errors in any materials 
associated with the Contest, (iii) any damage to the entrant's computer, related equipment, 
data files, and software resulting from entrant's downloading of information regarding the 
Contest or participation in the Contest, and (iv) any personal or other injury resulting from use 
and enjoyment of the prizes. 

 

HarperCollins may only use the personally identifiable information obtained from the entrants 
in accordance with its privacy policy, which may be found at 
https://www.harpercollins.com/corporate/privacy-policy/. 

 
HarperCollins reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to modify, cancel or suspend this Contest 
should a virus, bug, computer problem or other causes beyond HarperCollins’s control corrupt 
the administration, security or proper operation of the Contest. HarperCollins may prohibit you 
from participating in the Contest or winning a prize if, in its sole discretion, it determines that 
you are attempting to undermine the legitimate operation of the Contest by cheating, hacking 
or employing other unfair practices or by abusing other entrants or the representatives of 
HarperCollins. 

 

ANY ATTEMPT BY AN ENTRANT TO DELIBERATELY DAMAGE THE WEBSITE OR THE PAGE OR 
UNDERMINE THE OPERATION OF THE CONTEST MAY BE IN VIOLATION OF CRIMINAL AND CIVIL 
LAWS, AND, IN SUCH EVENT, HARPERCOLLINS RESERVES THE RIGHT TO PURSUE ITS REMEDIES 
AND DAMAGES (INCLUDING COSTS AND ATTORNEY'S FEES) TO THE FULLEST EXTENT OF THE 
LAW. 

 

Any dispute arising from the Contest will be determined according to the laws of the State of 
New York, without reference to its conflict of laws principles, and the entrants consent to the 
personal jurisdiction of the State and Federal Courts located in the State and County of New 
York over them and agree that such courts have exclusive jurisdiction over all such disputes. 

http://www.harpercollins.com/corporate/privacy-policy/


For the names of the prize winners, e-mail your request to harperchildrens@harpercollins.com 
no earlier than January 11, 2021 but no later than July 11, 2021. You may also send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope (postage not required from Vermont residents) to HarperCollins 
Children’s Open Inbox Contest, HarperCollins Publishers, 195 Broadway, New York, New York 
10007 during the time period above. 

mailto:harperchildrens@harpercollins.com
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