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Introduction 
 

 The Bible is the Word of God. It is sharper than any double-edged sword, able to separate 
bone from marrow. Paul tells us that the Scriptures are able to make one wise unto salvation, 
good for rebuke, reproof, and training in righteousness. It is by the words of Scripture that we 
can know God more accurately and respond to Him more appropriately. But there is a problem… 
 
Many of us are intimidated by the Bible. It has names in it like Maher-shalal-hash-baz and there 
is page after page of detailed instructions for building something called the Tent of Meeting. 
There are portions that seem impossible to make any relevant connection for our lives today and 
sometimes we leave the Scriptures with more questions than we had when we came to them.   
 
So what are we to do? How do we understand the Bible? Is everything in the Scriptures really 
relevant for my life?  
 
Our aim and hope in this study is to demonstrate that there is one story to all Scripture, one 
appropriate response to that story, and to give you the tools to study the Word of God more 
deeply for yourself. We will not be able to answer every question you might have about the 
Bible, but we will seek to pique your interest, whet your appetite for more, and walk with you 
through the big picture of the Bible.  
 
We take as our guiding principles 2 Timothy 3:15-17 and John 5:29. John tells us that the point 
and purpose of all Scripture is the person of Jesus. Paul tells us how this inspired word should 
manifest in our lives. It is our deep hope and prayer that this study will equip you with an 
understanding that from Genesis to Revelation, God is consistent and that it is possible for you to 
understand the Word of God. Not only understand it, but also to know it in your heart in such a 
way that you must share the glory you have encountered with those around you.  
 
A preview of coming attractions…. 
 
This study is set up in a simple and straightforward manner. There are ten chapters: Scripture, 
Creation, Fall, Law, Prophets, Incarnation, Death and Resurrection, Holy Spirit, Church, and 
Return. Each chapter is divided up into two sessions. You can approach these sessions in a 
couple ways: 1) a morning and evening session (making this an 11 day study), or as a session for 
two days of your choice each week (making this an 11 week study). Each chapter will introduce 
the Scriptures being discussed, followed by an explanation of what these verses mean. The last 
section of certain chapters is called “Bridging the Gap.” Since this is a study of the big picture of 
the Bible, there are portions of Scripture that we will not be able to address. This section is 
designed to make you aware of some of the other important things in the Bible that you should 
go back and read after this study.   
 
Our prayer is that the words of the Psalmist would be true in your life; that meditating on the 
Word of God day and night would be a joy and a treasure to you. As you see the face of Jesus 
unfold on the pages of Scripture, let the Holy Spirit conform you to the image of Jesus for His 
glory.   
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THE SCRIPTURES 
 

SESSION 1 
 
It is crucial that before we dive into the Word of God, we understand what it is we are reading 
and lay some bedrock for how to read it.  
 
One of the first issues we should discuss is the authority and inspiration of Scripture. A good 
place to start is to ask the question, “What does the Bible claim of itself?” Well, in short it claims 
to be true. 
 
Read 1 Peter 1:20-21 and write down what you learn from these verses about Scripture. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 Peter 1:20-21 says, “knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from 
someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men 
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  
 
This tells us that Scripture is the Word of God from the Spirit of God. This was not a work 
produced by men for their own glory, but rather men “carried along by the Holy Spirit” writing 
the words of God down for His glory. This does not mean that men acted like stenographers who 
merely typed down what God showed them. Instead, the Holy Spirit worked with the authors’ 
language, personalities and writing styles to produce the written Word.  
 
Look up 2 Timothy 3:15-7 and write out what these verses say about Scripture.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2 Timothy 3:15-17 says, “and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”  
 
We learn from this verse that all Scripture is sacred and breathed out by God. In these verses 
Paul coins a term, theopneustos, which occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. This term 
emphasizes the ultimate and divine origin of all Scripture (yes, that includes Leviticus) and its 
authority for our lives.  
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What does Psalm 119:160 say the sum of God’s word is? 
 
“The sum of your word is _____ and every one of your righteous rules endures forever.” 

-Ps. 119:160 
 

Almost every book in the Old Testament contains the phrase, “Thus says the Lord” and was 
considered authoritative for both the Jewish communities and the early Church. 

 
But for some, considering something to be true because it says of itself that it is true is 

circular reasoning. Not surprisingly however, disciplines such as archaeology, anthropology, and 
sociology all confirm the validity of Scripture. For example, Dr. Nelson Glueck, the president of 
Hebrew Union College and one of the world’s foremost Israeli archeologists said, “No 
archeological discovery has ever controverted a Biblical reference. Scores of archeological 
findings have been made which confirm in clear outline or in exact detail historical statements in 
the Bible. And, by the same token, proper evaluation of Biblical descriptions has often led to 
amazing discoveries.”  
 

Not only do the Scriptures find credibility in the present, their content is also well attested 
in the Ancient Near-East. The reality of Jesus and his miracles is described in the histories of 
Josephus, a famous Jewish historian, Pliny the younger, Pliny the Elder, Tacitus, and many 
others.  

 
The eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ life would be considered appropriate defenses for the 
resurrection in a modern day court of law and are widely accepted as historically accurate 
depictions of the life and ministry of Jesus. 

 
 An extremely compelling argument for the validity of the Scriptures is total 180-degree 

turn the disciples make after the death of Jesus. Peter denied Jesus three times, Thomas said he 
wouldn’t believe Christ had risen unless he touched Jesus’ scars, and the disciples were cowering 
in the Upper Room in Acts. Then they saw the resurrected Christ. This encounter was so real and 
intense that it led ultimately to each disciple’s death by martyrdom. The only disciple to not be 
martyred on the mission field was John but even he was exiled to the Island Patmos to die alone. 
The reality of the risen Christ fulfilled the prophecies in the Old Testament, thus validating its 
claims to authenticity. This acted as a down payment for the fulfillment and validity of the rest of 
Scripture.  

 
Think about how thickheaded and doubtful these disciples were for a moment. Now look 

at this list of how each of them entered into the Kingdom of God and ask yourself, “Could 
anything other than an encounter with the resurrected King Jesus cause this change of heart?” 

 
Peter was crucified upside down in Rome.  
Matthew was arrested in Ethiopia and there nailed to the ground with short spears and beheaded.  
John faced martyrdom when he was boiled in a huge basin of boiling oil during a wave of 
persecution in Rome. However, he was miraculously delivered from death. John was then 
sentenced to the mines on the prison island of Patmos. 
James, the brother of Jesus was thrown over a hundred feet down from the southeast pinnacle of 
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the Temple when he refused to deny his faith in Christ. When they discovered that he survived 
the fall, his enemies beat him to death with a club.  
Bartholomew, also know as Nathanael was a missionary to Asia, he witnessed in present-day 
Turkey and was martyred for his preaching in Armenia, when he was flayed to death by a whip.  
Andrew was crucified on an x-shaped cross in Greece.  
Thomas was stabbed with a spear in India during one of his missionary trips to establish the 
church there.  
Matthias (the apostle chosen to replace the traitor Judas Iscariot) was stoned and then beheaded.  
Paul was tortured and then beheaded by Emperor Nero at Rome in A.D. 67.  
James the son of Zebedee was beheaded by King Herod in Palestine.  
Philip was crucified.  
James the Lesser, son of Aphaeus, was thrown from the pinnacle of the temple at Jerusalem and 
dispatched with a club where he fell.  
Simon was crucified. 
 
What reaction do you have to the commitment of these men to the revelation of Jesus Christ? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The God of the Bible is the God of the universe. His Word is accurate and true to what is. It is 
able to support any amount of weight placed on it because it is Truth.  
 
 

SESSION 2 
 
The Bible: 
Written by God and about 40 men over 1600 years in 3 languages: Hebrew Greek, and Aramaic 
spanning over 3 continents. It contains 66 books, 39 of which are in the Old Testament and 27 in 
the New Testament. There are 1189 chapters with 31,173 verses. The Bible has been translated 
into over 1200 languages and dialects with that number growing every year. It is the best-selling 
book of all time with 50 sold every minute. It is illegal in 52 countries. It can be read aloud in 
approximately 70 hours.  
 
Since the first half of this study is based on Old Testament passages, it would serve us well to 
talk a little about the Old Testament. 
 
CS Lewis once said, “One of the rewards of reading the Old Testament regularly is that you keep 
on discovering more and more what a tissue of quotations from it the New Testament is.” Said 
differently, this means that the Old Testament gives color to the New Testament. It is through the 
lens of the Old Testament that we understand the New. After you have read the Old Testament, it 
is like the New Testament comes into focus. Out of the 27 New Testament books, 20 quote the 
Old directly and all allude to or make reference to Old Testament stories or characters. There are 
at least 263 direct Old Testament quotations and approximately 2,300 allusions. 
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Look up John 5:39. What did Jesus say about the Old Testament in this passage? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Luke 24:27 and fill in the blanks. 
“And beginning with ______ and all the ______, he interpreted to them in all the ________ the 
things concerning ________.” 
 
From this verse we learn that all the Old Testament points to Jesus. 
 
How does Luke 24:44-45 contribute to this idea? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:3 and 4; 
“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures,” 
 
What does Paul say twice here in this passage? Look up Isaiah 53, Hosea 6:2, and Psalm 16:10. 
How do these verses affect your understanding of 2 Corinthians 15? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Now that we have talked about the authenticity and authority of Scripture, it would be good to 
turn to some principles of interpretation. We know that the Bible is the Word of God, but how do 
we read it?  
 
There are scores of books on Biblical interpretation, or hermeneutics. For now, there are some 
very simple and foundational principles that will prove to be beneficial as we go through this 
study.  
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The best place to start with Bible interpretation is to look at 2 Timothy 3:15-17. Here, Paul tells 
us that the Scriptures are good for several things. Look these verses up and write out what the 
Scriptures are good for. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
So, here is a list from Scripture of things to look for whenever reading a biblical passage. Ask 
yourself these questions: 
 
What does this text teach me? 
What does this text call me out on? 
What sin does this text point out in my life? 
How does this text train me in righteousness? 
How does this text complete me for good works? 
 
Another text to use as a guiding principle is John 5:29 and 30. Look these verses up and write out 
what Jesus says about Scripture. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus says that all the Scriptures point to him so you can ask yourself these questions: 
 
What does this text teach me about God in general? 
What does this text teach me about Jesus in particular? 
 
 
These are some simple and foundational principles that will help you as you come to the Word of 
God. Of extreme importance in this endeavor is that you pray, pray, pray, and pray. Pray before 
you open your Bible. Pray while you read your Bible. Pray when you are done reading. The Holy 
Spirit guides us in our interpretation and we should be seeking His presence and filling as we 
read. The Bible has been revealed to us so that we may study it and teach it. It is not only for our 
own fulfillment but for the fulfillment of the Great Commission in the spirit of the Great 
Commandment.  
 
Look up Deuteronomy 29:29 and Ezra 7:10. What is our response to the revelation of Scripture? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As we continue through this study, pray that the Lord would open your eyes and hearts to 
understand that His Word points to His Son and should result in our lives giving Him glory. 
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CREATION 
 

SESSION 1 
 

 First things first! The passages of Scripture that we will deal with in this chapter are the 
first two chapters of the first book of the Bible: Genesis 1 and 2. Since we are going “cover to 
cover,” the best place to start is at the start. Before we go any further… 
 
Let’s begin this chapter with the principle questions you should try and ask with each passage of 
Scripture. This habit will help in developing an approach to reading Scripture. Read Genesis 
chapters 1 and 2 and answer these questions: (don’t worry if you struggle answering these 
questions at first. It will get easier!) 
 
1. What things do you observe in this passage? (Look for repeated words or phrases, major 
themes, important characters, etc…) 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What do you think the author is trying to tell you? (Look for what you think the main point of 
this passage is) 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. How is this passage relevant for your life? (Look for principles, instructions, commands, 
etc…) 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Now that you have spent some time reading and meditating on the Word, let’s spend some time 
discussing what we’ve read.  
 
It is interesting that the Bible begins with “In the beginning, God…” (Gen. 1:1) and not “For 
God so loved the world…” (John 3:16). It would appear that God has given us Scripture not only 
so we would be confronted with things about God, like His great and immeasurable love for us, 
His hatred of sin, and His white-hot jealousy for His own glory; but so that we would be 
confronted with God Himself.  
 
God reveals who He is in history and through the inspired words of Scripture. So in order to 
understand God accurately and respond appropriately, we need to look at the text of Scripture. In 
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this narrative in Genesis 1 and 2, God reveals Himself in a particular way, He reveals man’s 
particular identity, and He reveals the particular response man must have in light of this 
revelation. 
 
 

GOD’S  SELF-REVELATION 
 

Read Genesis 1:1-2. Honestly, we could spend eternity in these two verses and continually be 
overwhelmed by the majesty and glory of God. So get comfy because that is exactly what we are 
going to do. Ok no, not really but we do need to spend some time here. These beginning verses 
and chapters lay the foundation from which all of Scripture stems. Not surprisingly, the first 
word of the Bible is also extremely important.  
 
In Hebrew (the original language of the Old Testament), this first word is berashith and it is 
translated as “In the beginning…” There are two incredible nuances to this word. First, the root 
of this word is primarily used in the Old Testament to describe the best, the chief, the top, the 
head, or the first. Take a look at these verses. You will see in bold the ways to translate this same 
word.  
 
Deuteronomy 1:13- Choose for your tribes wise, understanding, and experienced men, and I will 
appoint them as your heads. 
 
Jeremiah 31:7- For thus says the LORD: 
  “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 
Ezekiel 16:12- And I put a ring on your nose and earrings in your ears and a beautiful crown on 
your head. 
 
Hosea 9:10 Like grapes in the wilderness, 
  I found Israel. 
  Like the first fruit on the fig tree 
  in its first season, 
  I saw your fathers. 
 
This word has some range in how it is translated. An ancient, pre-Christian Jewish text called the 
Targum Neofiti translates Genesis 1:1 as, “By means of the Firstborn Son, God created the 
heavens and the earth.” Think about that for a minute. A Jewish, pre-Christian era text reads the 
first few words of the Bible as a description of who the universe was created by, not when. We 
would be wise to do the same. 
 
This word, berashith, lends itself to the theology of the rest of the Bible. Look up in your Bible 
and read the following verses: 
Proverbs 8:22-8:31 
John 1:1-4 
Colossians 1:16 
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How do these verses contribute to our understanding of creation? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The second nuance of this word is not the word berashith itself, but the word that berashith 
anticipates. The word berashith has a counterpart; the word aharit. Aharit means, “end.” So, 
these words go together similarly to the phrase “from A to Z” or “Alpha and Omega.” There is 
something special about the word aharit; it is used only three times in the book that Moses wrote 
(or the Torah: the first 5 books of the Old Testament). It is used only in Genesis 49, Numbers 24, 
and Deuteronomy 33. Each of these texts are poems describing the “end of days” when a King 
from the tribe of Judah who will rule with a scepter. We know that this King is Jesus and we see 
Him ruling forever in the book of Revelation. So we are only one word into the front cover of the 
Bible and we are already anticipating the back cover. This should influence how we read the 
story of creation. As we are reading a story of our past, we should keep in mind that this is also a 
picture of our ultimate future.  
 
Keep in mind these two nuances of berashith; 1) that it can be translated as “by means of the 
firstborn son,” and 2) that it anticipates aharit or “the end of days.” Now read Genesis 1:1 and 
Revelation 22:13. What is your response to seeing the unity of Scripture and God from beginning 
to end (or from berashith to aharit)? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
We see from these few verses that God is a creator, but He is also a creator with a purpose. Look 
at the words in 1:2… darkness, water, wasteland, and uninhabited. It is only when these four 
things have been formed, filled and responded to that there is a pronouncement of “goodness.” 
The earth was in darkness until God created light and called it good. The waters were covering 
the earth until God separated them and called it good. The earth was a wasteland until God made 
plants and luminaries to govern them and called it good. The earth was uninhabited until God 
made fish, animals, and man, and called it good and very good. Even the narrative itself is set up 
in a way that demonstrates God’s fulfilling and good nature. Look at this diagram of the first six 
days: 

Day 1 – Creates light and darkness   Day 4 – fills with sun, moon, stars 
Day 2 – Creates the sky    Day 5 – fills with birds 
Day 3 – Creates the waters and the lands  Day 6 – fills with fish, animals, man 
 

God formed the earth in days 1-3 and filled it with purpose and order in days 4 through 6. The 
seventh day stands apart and we will soon get to why this is important. For now we see that God 
is a purposeful creator. He fulfills and establishes and makes good. And He does all this 
according to His own good and perfect will. So now we see Him as an eternal, purposeful and 
good creator. This is how God has revealed Himself to us.  
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It is important to know that the story of creation is not concerned with the WHEN or the HOW of 
creation, but WHO and the WHY. If you read the story of creation trying to determine how old 
the earth is, you have missed the point that the author is making. Let this story illustrate: 
A man walks into a room and sees another man standing over a stove with a boiling pot of water 
on the stove. He asks the man by the stove, “Why is that water boiling?”  The man by the stove 
answers, “Well, I turned a knob which released gas out of the stove. Then I struck a match and 
held it to the gas, which caused a chemical reaction and made fire. Then the heat from the fire 
caused the molecules of the water to move more and more rapidly causing the water to heat up 
to the point of boiling.” Satisfied with the answer, the first man left the room. Now another man 
walks into the room and asks the man by the stove, “Why is that water boiling?” The man by the 
stove responds, “Because I wanted to make a pot of coffee.” 
 
In this story, both answers the man by the stove gave are equally true and valid. What we have in 
Genesis is not meant to be a scientific account of the how and when of creation, but rather is 
emphasizing the agent and purpose of creation. 
 
 

GOD REVEALS OUR IDENTITY 
 

Read verses 1:26-27. What do you think it means to be “in the image of God?” 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The previous verses helped us to understand who God is and now these verses will help us to 
understand who we are. In the creation narrative, the day in which man is created gets the most 
inspired ink. Some have taken this to mean that the author is pointing out that the pinnacle of 
God’s creation is man. While there may be something to that, we think something different is 
being emphasized, but we will return to that in a bit. 
 
 The point we need to focus on for now in these verses is “the image of God.” Usually 
concerning this phrase, people ask the question “what is the image of God?” Some proposed 
answers are that it humanity’s capacity for language, relationship, creativity, dominion, etc… 
And while these may be aspects of the image of God, we believe that we are asking the wrong 
question. We should not be asking, “what is the image of God?” but rather, “WHO is the image 
of God?”  
 
We know from Colossians the Jesus is the image of the invisible God but where did Paul get this 
idea? Not surprisingly, Genesis answers this question for us. The sentence “in our image, after 
our likeness” occurs somewhere else in Genesis but the actors are different. Turn to Genesis 5:3. 
Adam fathers a SON in his image, after his likeness. It is the exact same Hebrew phrase. The 
author of Genesis is telling us not what the image of God is, but WHO the image of God is. The 
image of God is a son, namely The Son. This corresponds with New Testament adoption 
theology and provides the basis from which Paul understands Jesus as the image of the invisible 
God. We are created in the image of The Son, as sons. This is our identity. 
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If you are a parent, the analogy here is explicit. A child reflects the parent, almost to a 
humiliating degree. Your mannerisms, your temperament, your looks, and your flaws. Think 
about an instance when your son or daughter went with you to the store. Maybe previously that 
day you stubbed your toe and yelled out a word you shouldn’t have. Your son or daughter was in 
earshot and those words stuck in their brain like flies on honey. At the store, your child drops a 
can of soup and proceeded to say the very same word you did earlier that day. They imitated you 
perfectly. This type of embodiment is exactly what the author of this narrative is attempting to 
show us, albeit in a positive rather than negative way. We are made by the image of God (the 
Son) and in the image of God (as sons).  
 
In the New Testament, by trusting in Christ for salvation, God adopts us back. Read Ephesians 
1:5-6. You can see from these verses that Paul understands we are created and adopted in the 
image of God and by the image of God. 
 
Do you realize how special this is? The eternal, all knowing creator adopts you? Write down 
your reaction to the fact that Christ is the image by which we are made and adopted. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
God does not just make us in His image and by His image and let us be, but He instructs us as to 
what our purpose is. 
 
Look at verse 28 in chapter 1. This is the first command that man receives from the Lord. The 
first thing God decides to say to man is a command. Read this verse and fill in the missing 
imperatives: 
 
“__ ________ and ________ and ___ the earth and _______ it and have __________ over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” 
 
This verse has been called by many names over the years. Some have called it the “cultural 
mandate” because it seems like God is telling man to take care of the earth and its inhabitants. 
Others have called it the “proto-evangelium” or “first Gospel.” Think about the situation for a 
second… God just created quite literally, Paradise and made man to live in it. There was no sin, 
death, or disease and God tells man to multiply himself. Do you think Adam worshiped before 
the Fall? Do you think Eve enjoyed perfect fellowship with God during this time? OF COURSE! 
When God told Adam and Eve to multiply, God was telling them to be about the purpose of 
creating other people that would worship Him. We are commanded to do the same! We are to be 
fruitful and multiply worshipers on this earth. Read Matthew 28:18 and fill in the imperatives: 
 
“__ therefore and ____ disciples of all nations, _________ them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, __________ them to observe all that I have commanded you.” 
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Can you see how the mission of God has been the same from the beginning of time? Write out in 
your own words what you think the mission of God is. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In Genesis 1 and 2, man and woman’s identity was totally and completely found in God. They 
weren’t talking about self-esteem. They were just esteeming God. They weren’t looking 
elsewhere for satisfaction. They were satisfied in God. They weren’t disparaging any part of 
creation. They honored God’s creation.  
 
Christians are to be radically in this world and radically not of this world. The only way to truly 
do this is to find our identity in the Son of God. We all have an innate desire for more and this 
desire cannot be satisfied with the perishing things of this world. The insatiable must have the 
infinite. God created us by and in the image of the Son so we must make sure that in this ever-
changing and devolving world, we maintain God’s image in us. 
 
So far we have seen that God is a good and fulfilling, purposeful creator, and that man’s identity 
is found by The Son and as sons. So this raises an important question, what now? It is to this 
third and final point that we will turn. 
 
 

SESSION 2 
 

GOD REVEALS THE NECESSARY RESPONSE 
 
In order to properly understand what man’s response to God’s revelation should be, it is crucial 
to know what the pinnacle of creation is. We mentioned above a way in which the seventh day 
stands apart from the rest… it falls outside of the scheme of creating a space and then filling it. 
Also, some argue that because the sixth day gets the most ink that it must be the creation of man 
that is most important. There is definitely importance to the creation of man but it is really the 
seventh day that is the pinnacle and goal of creation. It is this day that God makes holy and that 
God rests in. The implications of this are enormous! God did not rest because He was tired and 
needed to take a nap, He rested because His work was complete and He could enjoy getting glory 
from His creation. This is God’s good Sabbath. God rests and He establishes man in His rest. In 
Hebrew, when it says that God “placed man in the garden” it is literally, “God caused him to rest 
in the Garden.” God created man so that man might enjoy resting in God and giving God glory.  
 
Think of God creating the world and resting on the seventh day in terms of building a house with 
your family. You work and work and build and create and when the final product is complete, 
you can now sit around the dinner table together and enjoy fellowship in your house. This is 
what God has done, created a place in which He can dwell and walk with man and have perfect 
fellowship with him. 
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Look at Hebrews 4:11. What does this verse say that we are to strive to enter?  
________ 
 
Now look at Matthew 12:8. Who does this verse say Jesus is? 
____________________ 
 
Finally, turn to Mark 2:27. What does this verse say about the Sabbath? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Crucial to understanding how man is meant to respond is verse 2:15. Look at verse 2:15 here and 
circle the commands that God gives to man: 
 
“Then the Lord God caused man to rest in the Garden of Eden to work and to keep it.” 
 
What do you think it means for God to command man to “work” and “keep”? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Let’s look at the words “work” and “keep.” In Hebrew, these words are “avad” and “shamar” 
respectively. And overwhelmingly throughout the Old Testament they are translated as 
“worship” and “obey,” respectively. These words are used primarily in texts referring to the 
religious duties of the priests and how those duties are supposed to be done in a spirit of worship 
and obedience. So we see that man was placed in the garden not merely to protect and guard that 
which God had provided him, but to worship God and obey His voice. This is the necessary and 
appropriate response to the self-revelation of God. God has revealed Himself as a good and 
purposeful creator that has graciously endowed us with and adopted us by His Image. This 
demands a response and God tells us what that response is: worship and obedience. The only 
way that we can fulfill these demands of worship and obedience is by entering into the Rest that 
God provides for us through His Image, Christ. 
 
An interesting thing happens in 2:18. Something, for the first time in the Bible is called not good. 
Wait a second, isn’t everything perfect? Aren’t we in paradise? Yes. But God sees the condition 
of man. He is alone. Even though man is made in and by the image of God, his lonely state is not 
good. Adam just finished naming all the animals and their mates, but he does not have one. God 
knows that man is incomplete and so God creates Eve. She is called a “helper” and is the only 
person in the Bible to be called a “helper” besides the “Holy Spirit.” Man bursts out into song 
when he sees Eve and says, “At last! Bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh!” It is a good day 
for Adam. We will see in the next chapter how Adam botched his responsibilities. But for now, 
things are amazing! Things are, as God has said, “Very Good.” 
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This is how God created everything and He is restoring us to this paradise through Christ. He is 
the everlasting Father, the prince of peace, wonderful counselor and mighty God. Our future 
garden is heaven where peace with God is perfectly restored, and the only way there is through 
God’s Son, who was present at creation and is preparing Heaven now. 
 
 
Just as Adam and Eve were established in God’s rest for the purpose of worship and obedience, 
we must respond to God with worship and obedience by the grace of Jesus who allows us to 
enter into that same rest. Our lives should give glory and honor to the purposeful Creator. Our 
lives should reflect the Image of God. And our lives should be marked by worship and obedience 
as we are established in the rest provided for us by Christ. We enter into the same rest Adam and 
Eve experienced in the Garden before sin by the blood of Christ and His victory of sin and death. 
We have now seen how God has revealed Himself, who He has made us to be, and what 
response He requires of us. Let our lives reflect these glorious truths. 
 
 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
 

1)   God has revealed Himself as a purposeful creator in Genesis 1 and 2. As the Church, we 
are to continue in the legacy of revealing God to people. How can you seek to reveal God 
to someone this week? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
2)   How should seeing the consistency of God’s message from the berashith of Genesis to 

the aharit of Revelation affect your life? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3)   Since you are made by and in the image of God, what aspects of your life need to change 

to better reflect that image? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4) What things keep you from fulfilling the proto-evangelium and the Great Commission? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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5)   If we can only enter into the promised “rest” by the death and resurrection of Jesus, how 

can our lives reflect this total dependence on God’s provision? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6)   In what ways can you worship and obey God this week? Tomorrow? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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THE FALL 
 

SESSION 1 
 

Let’s take a quick inventory of where we are at right now so far in the story. We have 
seen that God is a good and perfect, intentional Creator. Man and woman are enjoying perfect 
rest and fellowship with God and they are bearing His image. What a glorious time! It would not 
be long before man and woman would do something that changes all this and it is to this moment 
that we now turn. 
 
As we did in the previous chapter, let us first take some time to read the text, consider it, and 
answer some questions: 
 
Genesis 3 
 
1) What things do you observe in this passage? (Look for repeated words or phrases, major 
themes, important characters, etc…) 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2) What do you think the author is trying to tell you? (Look for what you think the main point of 
this passage is) 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3) How is this passage relevant for your life? (Look for principles, instructions, commands, 
etc…) 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Now let’s move deeper into this text and think about what implications might be involved.  
 
The first verse of chapter 3 introduces the serpent, which is Satan. Satan is called the “ancient 
serpent” in Revelation 20:2. Also in this text his main action is lying to the woman and Scripture 
tells us that Satan is the “Father of lies” (John 8:44) and the “great deceiver” (Rev. 12:9). But 
wasn’t everything in the Garden declared “very good”? Where did this great deceiver come 
from? We will see that if you look closely at the text of Genesis 3, we find out that not only do 
the man and the woman fall, but this is also when Satan fell. 
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The serpent is described as “crafty” in 3:1. This word in the Hebrew (arum) actually means 
“wise” or “prudent.” It is found elsewhere in the Bible only in Psalms and Job as positive 
adjectives. It is also the same word that Jesus instructs his disciples to be when he says, “Be as 
wise as serpents...” God did not make a crafty creature, he made a wise creature who misused his 
wisdom.  
 
Take a look at Genesis 3:1 and Genesis 3:14. In 3:1 the Serpent is “more prudent than any of the 
beasts of the field” and in 3:14 the Serpent is “more cursed than any of the beasts of the field.” 
The word for “cursed” in the Hebrew is arur. Look at the similarity between these two words: 
“wise” (arum) and “cursed” (arur), and the similarity between the sentences of 3:1 and 3:14. We 
can draw from this that the serpent has “fallen” from “wise” to “cursed.” The author is playing 
these two words off each other in order to make his point. Not only is this chapter the Fall of 
man and woman, it is of the serpent also.  
 
In support of this is the vivid text of Ezekiel 28:12-19. Read these verses and note any 
similarities you see: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Now that we have a sense of who this serpent is and where he came from, let’s investigate what 
exactly it is he does in this passage. 
 
We know that Satan is the father of lies and we see his first deceit here in Genesis 3. It begins 
subtly at first however. Compare what God says in 2:16-17 and what Satan asks the woman. Can 
you see how much of the truth Satan used in his leading question? It should alarm us that such 
slight differences in truthful things can make something completely untrue. A half-truth is wholly 
false.  
 
It is interesting to note that when Satan addresses the woman here, he uses the plural “you,” 
implying that Adam is present during this exchange. We learn later that Adam actually was 
present. 
 
The next lie from Satan is not subtle at all. Rather, it is a complete contradiction to what God has 
said. God warns man and woman of what will happen if they eat from the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil; they will surely die. Satan distorts this and causes the woman to 
question two things: 1) God’s goodness and 2) the consequences of sin. In effect he says, “Surely 
God is withholding something good from you and surely he was kidding about that whole dying 
thing.” Satan still works to get God’s people to question these same things today.   
 
What lies has Satan whispered to you in order to get you to question God’s goodness? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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What lies has Satan whispered to you in order to get you to question the severity of sin? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How does 1 Peter 5:8-9 tell us to fight sin and temptation? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The serpent’s promise that the woman would become “like God” had an element of truth to it but 
it is ironic. The woman does become “like God” but the irony is that they were already “like 
God” because they were made “in His image.” They believed that they would enjoy the 
knowledge of “the good” from the tree but it is “the evil” that they suddenly become aware of. 
They become aware of their nakedness and in their quest to be “like God” they discover that they 
are not even like each other; they were ashamed of their nakedness and covered themselves to 
hide their differences. 

The nakedness described here in verse 7 is a particular type of nakedness. This term for 
nakedness is used also in Deuteronomy 28:47-48 and it conveys a sense of being under God’s 
judgment. The original covering for man and woman, namely the perfect relationship they had 
with God, is now lost. So, not only does the Fall make man and woman realize their shame, they 
also come to know the judgment of God. The perfect harmony experienced between God and 
man has now been broken. 

So how does man respond? He tries to fix things himself! Verse 7 says they sewed fig leaves 
together and this is obviously an attempt to hide their shame from God and each other. Isn’t this 
our tendency too? Any attempt to solve our sin problem on our own is as ineffective as using 
soon-to-wilt leaves to cover our nakedness.  

It is interesting that we have gotten so accustomed to our shame and nakedness being covered 
that even clothing and fashion can be an idol to us. Our clothes should be a reminder of the fall 
and the consequences of sin. 

How have you tried to fight sin in your own strength? Was it effective? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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SESSION 2 

We have seen how man and woman responded to Satan’s questions, now let’s see how they 
respond to God’s questions. Read verses 8 through 13.  

The first thing they do is hide when they “heard the sound of the Lord God.” In Hebrew it is 
literally, “they heard the voice of the Lord God.” In chapters 1 and 2 they enjoyed perfect 
fellowship with God and now at the sound of his voice they run and hide! This is also usually our 
first response to God when we sin. We want to run and hide from Him. The next thing we want 
to do is play the blame-game and we see that it is exactly what our first parents did too. Take a 
look at what Adam says when God asks man if he has eaten from the tree: 

“The woman, whom You gave to me, she gave me the fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Adam has one 
finger pointed at the woman and the other finger pointed at God! He is denying any 
responsibility in this by saying it is the fault of the woman that God gave him. O how sinful man 
is! But hold on ladies, you aren’t off the hook either. Look at how the woman responds when 
God asks her what she has done: 

“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The woman has both fingers pointed at the serpent! Both 
man and woman are equally guilty of shifting the blame here in this story. Unfortunately, we still 
do this today. 

Paul tells us that we are guilty of pointing fingers as well when he write in Romans 3:23 that “all 
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”  

When you sin, what is your first reaction? Do you run and hide or do you place blame? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
After seeing how man responded to Satan and God, this next section will look at how God 
responds to both Satan and man.  
 
God responds to the fall in such a way that it will forever remind man of the consequences of sin 
and the hope of a future promise. He responds to the serpent first in the form of a curse (notice 
God’s grace in the fact that God curses only the serpent and the ground but not Adam and Eve). 
Read verses 14 and 15. This doesn’t just mean that the snake stays on its belly and eats dust; it 
means that there will be a cosmic battle between Satan and the seed of woman. This offspring of 
woman is extremely important to notice! If you pay close attention to the text you can see that 
this offspring is singular, it is one person. This offspring is Jesus! Here in the third chapter of the 
Bible we have a prophecy of the one who will come to restore everything that was broken and 
return all of God’s creation back to its original perfection when Jesus returns. How glorious! 
This prophecy is a gloriously joyous prophecy as well as somber. We are told that Satan will 
“bruise the heel” of the offspring. This “bruising of the heel” is referring to the crucifixion of 
Christ. It is a “bruising” because it is not a victory for Satan! Jesus will prove himself victorious 
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over sin and death and Jesus will bruise and ultimately crush the head of the serpent. Look up 
these verses in your Bible and write out how these verses give you ultimate hope: 
 
Hebrews 2:14 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Colossians 2:15 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Romans 16:20 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Revelation 20:10 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Next, God addresses the woman. Read verse 16. The woman will now have pain in childbirth 
and must submit to the rule of her husband. Both of these consequences serve as reminders of 
what was lost in the fall. In chapter 2 man and woman are told to “be fruitful and multiply” and 
they were also “one flesh.” Now because of sin, being fruitful and multiplying will include a 
painful reminder of sin. Not only this, but the marriage relationship will include a painful 
reminder of sin in the form of pride and the desire for power. Harmony and “one-flesh-ness” is 
no longer natural between husband and wife. 
 
How should this affect our understanding of the marriage relationship? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Finally, God addresses Adam. Adam receives the longest rebuke and it is no surprise as to why. 
Adam was told to guard and protect and have dominion over the inhabitants of the garden: he 
failed. He was also to make the garden a place where his wife would thrive spiritually: he failed. 
He was present with her at the temptation and while the woman was deceived, he was fully 
aware of what he was doing and disobeyed anyway. There is such irony in the consequences for 
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man. The once fruitful ground that man provision for man will now produce thorns and thistles 
by the sweat and toil of his labor. Not only this, but the ground will also be the place of his death.  
 
See that “thorns and thistles” are a result of the curse of sin. The crown that Jesus wore on the 
cross was made of thorns. It is a heart-breaking display that Jesus is crowned with something 
that came about as a result of the very sin he came to pay for. 
 
List ways that you daily see reminders of the fall? How will the Savior reverse these things? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The situation is desperate. Man has fallen out of favor with God. But God gives more grace. In 
this last section, we will look at what happens to man and woman after the Fall.  
 
Maybe you have noticed, but we haven’t called the woman Eve yet. That is because her first 
name is “Woman” and it isn’t until here in verse 20 that she is named again! Her first name, 
woman, has to do with her origin, the fact that she came from man. But this second name “Eve” 
has to do with her destiny and serves as a reminder of the Fall and the promise. Eve sounds like 
the Hebrew word for “living” and it is through her painful bearing of children that the whole 
world will be rescued.  
 
Verse 21 tells us that God makes for Adam and Eve some clothes. How gracious an act! God 
uses animals, that he created, and makes out of them clothing to cover Adam and Eve’s 
nakedness. This is provision on multiple levels. Not only does God cover their physical 
nakedness, he also demonstrates the necessary payment for sin; death. This is an introduction to 
the entire sacrificial system that Israel lived under and is liberated from by Christ’s death.   
 
Romans 5:18-19 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man's disobedience the 
many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 
 
The last act in this narrative is God’s removal of man from this garden. This is not another 
punishment, however it is another act of God’s grace. Man is now in a fallen state of being. He is 
now sinful. If he were to eat from the Tree of Life and become immortal, he would not die and 
would therefore be irredeemable. God graciously casts man and woman out of the garden to 
protect them from themselves and to ensure that the means and ability for man to be redeemed 
are secured.  
 
Have you ever experienced something that seemed as if God was punishing you but it was 
actually him being gracious to you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you remember the two words from last chapter that defined man’s purpose? The Hebrew 
words were shamar and avad and in English, to “worship” and “obey.” If you’ll remember, these 
words can also mean “work” and “guard.” They are used here in the close of chapter 3 to 
increase the irony. Instead of “working” and “obeying” in the garden, man now has to “work” 
the land outside of the garden because he did not “obey.” Also, instead of “worshiping” and 
“guarding” the garden, he is now “guarded” from the garden because he did not “worship.”   
 
You can see how sin has literally reversed what was once perfect. A beautiful and clear image of 
Christ being the reversal to this curse is Jesus’ statement in John 14:6. Think of it like this; the 
way to paradise has been blocked because of a lie that led to death. Jesus says that he is “The 
way, the truth, and the life.” The life, death, resurrection and return of Jesus is the complete 
reversal and undoing of the curse of sin. 
 
“Throughout this chapter and the previous two, the trees play a central role in depicting 
humanity’s changing relationship with God. First, in chapters 1-2, the fruit trees were the sign of 
God’s bountiful provision. Then, at the beginning of chapter 3, the trees became the ground for 
enticing the man and the woman to rebellion and the place where the rebellious man and woman 
sought to hide from God. Finally, when the man and the woman are cast out of the Garden, their 
way is barred from the Tree of Life. The full sense of this focus on the trees should perhaps be 
understood in the light of the role of the tree as the place of the punishment of death (Dt. 21:22- 
23) and also in the light of the later role of the tree as the place of the gift of life (Gal. 3:13).” – 
John H. Sailhamer. 

 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS 

1)   What lies of Satan are you most prone to believe? How can you fortify your life to guard 
against the attacks of the enemy?  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2)   Why is it important to recognize in Whom our strength lies in the battle against sin? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3)   In what ways can you glorify God when you are tempted to hide from God or blame 
others? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4)   List the ways that sin occurs in this passage. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5)   What can you do tomorrow and this week to demonstrate that your future and ultimate 
hope rests in Jesus crushing the head of the serpent? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6)   What things should remind us of the Fall? Which of these speaks to you the most? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7)   List the ways that God showed grace in this chapter. How has he shown grace in your 
life? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8)   How can you show that same grace to your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
The clothing made from animal skins was a hint of things to come in the life of Israel. 
Just as God did not abandon Adam and Eve but rather showed them grace, God also does 
not abandon His people Israel but rather provides grace and leadership for them in the 
form of the Ten Commandments. In the next chapter we will take a closer look into what 
the sacrificial system and the Law really entails. 
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THE LAW 
 

SESSION 1 
 

God has created life. He created life with the purpose of giving glory to Himself and for a 
time, everything was perfect. The crown of God’s creation, man and woman, enjoyed a 
fellowship with God that was unique and life-giving. As we saw in the last chapter, this harmony 
and intimate perfection did not last. Man chose himself over God, traded God’s Truth for a lie, 
and was cast from the garden that he was told to protect. Man however, is not without hope. 
Even though his world, his life, his relationship with God had been altered, there was the 
promise of a deliverer, someone who would crush the serpent and succeed where Adam failed. 
But how will God provide for His people until this redeemer comes? This chapter will focus on 
what has commonly been referred to as “the Law” in the Old Testament. The giving of the Law 
and the Law’s purpose was a gracious act of judgment and provision for His people and it is to 
this topic we now turn.  
 
But first, spend some time reading Exodus 20:1-17. Keep in mind the questions we are trying to 
answer whenever we come to a biblical text: 1) What do you observe? 2) What does the text 
mean? 3) How does it apply to my life? 
 
God identifies Himself as the one who brought Israel out from Egypt. Why do you think he does 
this? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
There are places in Scripture like Joshua 1 and Psalm 1 where people “delight in the law.” Write 
down your thoughts on what this means below. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Let’s go deeper. 
 
The opening verses of this text set the tone for how we should think about “law.” Verse two says 
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” This verse 
tells us three things: 
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  1. The first thing it tells us is that God is the one who is giving the Law and anything that 
comes from God must be for His glory and our ultimate good.  
 

2. The second thing it tells us that the Law is wonderfully personal. It is not an arbitrary 
list of rules and regulations; like a to-do list for holiness. Rather, the 10 Commandments reveal 
the very person of God. They show us His heart, His will, and His character.  

 
3. The third and final thing this verse tells us is that the law does not save people. God 

alone brought His people out of Egypt and God alone is capable of saving. The law was not 
given as a means for people to earn God’s favor but rather is meant to characterize the lives of 
people who have already been saved by God.  

 
Look up Genesis 15:6, Habakkuk 2:4, and Ephesians 2:8-9. What do these verses teach us is the 
only means of salvation? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Once we realize that the Law is intimately tied to the Law-giver and that it reveals God’s 
character, then we can delight in it.  
 
The Law is God’s fatherly instruction to shape a people into character and conduct that glorifies 
Him. The Law places Israel in God’s presence, protects Israel under His leadership, and points 
them to the Savior, their coming King and final Sacrifice 
 

IT’S TIME TO DIG DEEP! 
 

Before we go further in to the text, a clarification needs to be made. Get ready to dig deep for a 
moment, and stick with us for a bit because this is intense but oh so worth it! 
 
God is about to give the Ten Commandments to Moses and Israel but the 10 Commandments are 
just the beginning of the law in the Old Testament. There are major portions of the Pentateuch 
that are legal codes containing law after law. It is extremely important to know how these laws 
functioned for Israel and for us. It helps to think of all of the legal codes in the Old Testament the 
way Paul did in Galatians 3:19, “The Law was added because of transgressions.” Why does Paul 
say this? I thought the Law was a gracious act of God? It is! But it is also a judgment on God’s 
people. God’s judgment and His love are not mutually exclusive.  

 
As you read the text of the Torah, or Pentateuch (the first 5 books), it is important to remember 
that the division into 5 books is not original. Moses originally penned the Torah (Genesis 
through Deuteronomy) as one unit to tell one story! This really helps with books like Leviticus 
and Numbers because we can see that they aren’t meant to be understood apart from the rest of 
the Torah.  
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The role of these huge legal codes in the Torah has been the subject of ongoing debate for years 
and the arguments can get pretty hairy. But we believe that a close and careful reading of the text 
explains the purpose of these legal codes best. Simply put, anywhere you see a chunk of the 
Torah that is laws or legal codes, look for a story about disobedience nearby. The intentional 
placement of these big chunks of laws always occurs after a narrative of disobedience. For 
example, the “Priestly Code” (Exodus 33-Leviticus 16) is law after law depicting how the priests 
should eat, dress, live, etc... But what is interesting is the fact that this chunk of laws occurs 
immediately after Exodus 32, when Aaron (the first priest) makes a golden calf for the people 
and leads them astray in idolatry. Another example of legal codes coming immediately after a 
narrative of disobedience is the chunk of laws traditionally called the “Holiness Code” (Leviticus 
18-26). This is a huge chunk of laws dealing with how all the people should live, dress, eat, etc… 
Again, it is no surprise that immediately before these laws we see a short narrative in Leviticus 
17 about all the people worshiping goat-idols in the fields. In Exodus 32, the priest sins and then 
we have a chunk of laws dealing with the priests. In Leviticus 17, all the people sin and then we 
have a chunk of laws dealing with all the people. “The law was added because of transgression.” 
 
What is truly fascinating about this strategy in the text is the fact that the laws required after each 
disobedience actually serves as commentary on the source of disobedience. In Exodus 32, the 
priest sins with a calf and in the following Priestly Code, priests are required to sacrifice calves 
to God. In Leviticus 17, all the people sin with goats and in the following Holiness Code, all the 
people are required to sacrifice goats to God. Moses is essentially pointing out that the placement 
of these legal codes demonstrates that God alone is worthy of worship and whatever idol his 
people worship, he requires they give it up to Him. Even after all these laws are given however, 
the reader will still discover that Israel fails to obey the Lord and the law fails to produce 
righteousness in God’s people. We need something else. We need Jesus. 
 
The law functioned in Israel’s life as a way to restrain their sinfulness and set them apart from 
the other nations. The legal codes in our Bibles function to point out Israel’s disobedience and 
highlight the inability of salvation by obedience to the law. 
 
Still here? Fantastic! Now that we see what the huge chunks of legal material in the Torah are 
doing, let’s look at how Jesus summarizes the whole law in Matthew 22:36-40: 
 
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the 
great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
 
Jesus is not making up new commandments here. Instead is summarizing all the law of the Old 
Testament by combining Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. Look up those two verses and 
write down why you think these are the two greatest commandments. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Jesus, being the second person of the Trinity, was intimately familiar with the moral character of 
God and gives the New Testament reader an easy way to remember the 10 Commandments. The 
first four commandments are all vertical. That is, they all have to do with loving God. The latter 
six commandments are all horizontal and have to do with loving neighbor. This is why Jesus 
says that the law and prophets hang on “these two commandments.” If you love the Lord with all 
your soul, heart, and mind you will obey the first four commandments. And obeying these four 
commandments demonstrates to God and to the world your love for Him. Likewise, if you love 
your neighbor as yourself you will obey the last six commandments. Obeying these latter six 
commandments will demonstrate to God and to the world your love for your neighbor. 
 
Now that we have discovered the major purposes of the Law in the Old Testament, let’s spend 
the rest of our time exploring each of the Ten Commandments and their implications for our 
lives. 
 
 

LOVE GOD (COMMANDMENTS 1-4) 
 

Write out the first commandment in your own words: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This commandment focuses on idolatry. God is the one true God and he demands total 
allegiance. He is to have the highest priority in our hearts, over everything else. We, just like 
Israel, are an adulterous and idolatrous people. We are constantly trying to find things to put in 
the seat of our hearts that are not God. This commandment acts as a doorway, or gatekeeper. If 
you have no other gods before the one true God, then you will have closed the door to sin and 
will not break any of the other commandments. If you have placed something that is not God in 
the place of God, then you will break every other commandment. If you restate this command 
positively, it would be something like this, “Worship only the one true God with total, 
unwavering allegiance.” Take a moment to think about what other gods are vying for God’s 
rightful place in your heart. Repent of the idolatry in your life and pledge allegiance to the one 
true God. Write down what false gods are in your life now. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Write out the second commandment in your own words: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
God tells Israel then and us today that we are not to reconstruct and worship any man-made 
image of Himself. He has told us what He is like through His Word and through His Son Jesus 
Christ. We are not to take God and twist Him into something He isn’t. What most of us are guilty 
of is reversing what God did in creation. In creation, God created us in His image and now 
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because of sin, we want to create God in our image. A god made in our image is no God at all! 
A.W. Tozer writes that, “what comes to your mind when you think about God is the most 
important thing about you.” Do you believe in and pledge allegiance to the God of the Bible? Or 
do you trust and seek after a god that looks an awful lot like you? Don’t recast God as someone 
He isn’t. He is Holy and hates sin. He is jealous for His own glory and will not share it with 
anyone. He is selfless and gave His life so that you might have true life. He is perfectly just and 
perfectly loving. Don’t sacrifice any of these characteristics of God so that you can justify your 
sin. He won’t stand for it and He will not share His glory. If this commandment were restated 
positively it would be, “Worship the one true God as revealed in the Bible.” Spend some time 
thinking about what kind of God you serve. Think about His characteristics and how He has 
made Himself known in the Scriptures and pray to Him, giving thanks for who He is. 
 
 
Write out the third commandment in your own words: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If this commandment were to be restated positively it would be, “Hallowed be thy name.” Jesus 
taught his disciples to begin their prayers with hallowing the name of God. Hallow means to 
make holy. Everything in our lives should be oriented towards giving glory to God and making 
His name great here on earth. To use the Lord’s name in vain is to speak and live in a manner 
contradictory to the Name to which you belong. We are God’s representatives here on earth and 
our speech and actions should correspond to whom we say we believe in. Take a moment and 
write out the ways that you can hallow the name of God today, tomorrow, this week, and this 
month.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The final commandment of the four vertical, or “Love God” commandments, is to honor the 
Sabbath. This commandment sums up the Gospel most explicitly out of any so far. The Sabbath 
as we talked about earlier, was the time when man and God had perfect fellowship and rest 
together. This relationship is only established by and through the love and mercy of God in 
Christ. Christ declares himself Lord of the Sabbath and establishes that He is the only way by 
which anyone can enjoy perfect fellowship and rest with God again. The Sabbath in the life of 
Israel was a particular day (and an entire year long Sabbath every 49 years) in which no work 
was to be done. This was a practical way to demonstrate their total dependence on God to 
provide for them and to meet their needs. Our Sabbath has come in the person and work of Christ 
and we can now rest with Him and enjoy perfect relationship with God. This should be 
demonstrated in our lives by living in such a way that proves to the world our total trust and 
dependence on God. What are some practical ways that you can demonstrate to the world that 
you rely solely on Christ to meet your physical and spiritual needs? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

SESSION 2 
 

LOVE NEIGHBOR (5-10) 
 

Now we turn to the six horizontal, or “Love Neighbor” commandments.  
 
Write out the fifth commandment in your own words: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The most basic system of authority occurs at the level of parent to child. Parents are meant to 
raise their children up in God-honoring households and children are to respond to the God-
honoring of their parents with honoring God by honoring their parents. We, as children, are to be 
responsible and respectful to those in authority over us. Spend some time writing out ways in 
which you can give glory to God by submitting to the authorities that are over you.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Write out the sixth commandment in your own words: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Hebrew word for “murder” in this commandment is ratszach and is only used when 
referring to unlawful immoral killing of innocent life or the killing of a person by negligence. It 
is never used in contexts of war in the Old Testament. What is prohibited here in this 
commandment is the unlawful taking of an innocent life. This might seem like an easy 
commandment for us to obey, if you have never murdered someone. But if you restate this 
commandment positively it would read, “Do everything in your power to preserve innocent life.” 
This is a much more comprehensive sentiment than simply not murdering someone. Jesus tells us 
in Matthew 5:21-22 that if we have an evil thought in our hearts towards someone, or even call 
them a fool, then we have murdered them already and are liable to hell. Yikes! The reason Jesus 
explained the sixth commandment this way is because the opposite of taking innocent life is 
pursuing the flourishing of innocent life and evil thoughts towards someone is not pursuing 
flourishing. Now that you have seen the comprehensive nature of “you shall not murder,” what 
ways can you expend yourself in pursuit of innocent life flourishing? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Write out the seventh commandment in your own words: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This commandment is prohibiting sexual relations outside the confines of marriage but as with 
all the commandments, it is more comprehensive than that. Stated in the positive, this 
commandment is “seek purity above all and protect your marriage from all evil.” Jesus again 
explains this commandment’s comprehensiveness when he says that if someone lusts after a 
woman with his eyes then he has already committed adultery in his heart. This commandment, as 
well as all the others, cannot be talking only about the conduct or the action. It must involve the 
character of the person and their goals. What are some practical ways in which you can avoid 
committing adultery in your heart? And what are some ways that you can seek purity in all that 
you do? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Write out the eighth commandment in your own words: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This commandment might also seem to be an easy one not to break on the surface. But it is no 
surprise that this commandment covers the whole of life as well. This commandment is not only 
speaking to taking what is not yours, but is also addressing how we are to treat people in general. 
If we steal from someone, we are not demonstrating a godly love towards them. We are placing 
our desires and needs over that of other people. This is the opposite of what God has done for us 
and is the opposite of what he desires for his people. God’s people are to be a generous and 
giving people, not a selfish and stealing people. This commandment does not just mean that we 
should refrain from taking what belongs to others. It means that we should be seeking in all 
things the wellbeing of other people and placing their needs ahead of our own. How can you 
actively place the needs of other people ahead of your own? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Write out the ninth commandment in your own words: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This commandment is an interesting one, mainly because of the limits of the English language. 
We usually interpret this commandment to mean, “don’t lie.” But that is not exactly what is 
being said here. “Bearing false witness,” means telling a non-truth for the purposes of selfish 
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gain. Is there such a thing as meritorious non-truth telling? Is it possible to tell something that is 
not truth and it not be sin? Well, it is interesting that the Egyptian midwives in Exodus 2 lie to 
Pharaoh and tell him that the Hebrew women give birth too quickly for them to be able to come 
and kill the male children. They told something that was not the truth in order to protect the male 
babies. The same is true for Rahab when she told the guards that she was not hiding spies. In 
fact, she is even honored by God for her non-truth telling! Now, this does not mean that you can 
go about “lying for Jesus” but it should help us to recognize that in order for something to be 
considered a moral act, it most involve the conduct, the character of the person, and their goal. If 
we speak a non-truth for selfish gain, not seeking the welfare of our neighbor, then it is certainly 
sin. In all things we should be seeking the welfare and good of our neighbor, not our own selfish 
gain. How can you speak truth about your neighbor today that would encourage their growth in 
the Lord? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Write out the tenth commandment in your own words: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This commandment serves as another door or gatekeeper to the other Ten Commandments. Just 
as the first commandment dealt with idolatry, so does the tenth. We are not to covet anything that 
belongs to our neighbor. If we break this commandment and start to lust after the things that 
belong to our neighbor, then we will invariably murder, lie, steal, dishonor our parents, and 
commit adultery in order to get what we want. This commandment positively says the same 
things that the previous five have told us; in all things we are to seek the good of our neighbor. 
Spend some time reflecting on these Ten Commandments and write out what God has shown 
you so far through this study. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
We have seen that the Law was a gracious gift from God that restrained sin, pointed out Israel’s 
need for a Messiah, and revealed the character of God. We have seen that the Ten 
Commandments are not simple prohibitions but are comprehensive principles that should guide 
and characterize the whole of the Christian life.  
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APPLICATION QUESTIONS 

 
1)   How should the fact that God identifies Himself as the one who saved Israel from slavery 

in Egypt effect us today? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2)   All of the law is summed up by “Love God, Love Neighbor.” How are you doing this in 

your life? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3)   Which of the “Love God” commandments do you struggle with the most and why? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4)   Which of the “Love Neighbor” commandments do you struggle with the most and why? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5)   How has this study helped you to “delight in the Law of the Lord?” 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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BRIDGING THE GAP 

 
In the last chapter we talked about the Fall in Genesis 3. This chapter focused on the Law in 
Exodus 20. What happened in between? Well, a ton! After you complete this study, you 
should go back and “bridge the gap” by reading what we did not cover. The major high 
points between the Fall and the giving of the Law are: 
 
 *Noah and the flood in Genesis 6-9 
 *Abraham’s story in Genesis 12-23 
 *The story of Joseph in Genesis 37-49 
 
As you read these narratives, try and answer the questions we have been utilizing thus far in 
our study: 1) What do you observe in this text? 2) What does the author mean in this text? 3) 
What does this text mean for my life? 
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THE PROPHETS 
 

SESSION 1 
 
So far in the story of the Bible we have talked about God’s perfect creation and man’s 

rebellion within that creation. We also saw that God did not leave man to his own devises but 
rather, provided gracefully the Law in order to remind man of their sinfulness and God’s 
goodness. This Law was meant to characterize the lives of God’s people as they live in and 
among the surrounding nations and its presentation in our Bibles serves to remind us of man’s 
need for a deliverer. As time went on, God’s people continually rebelled and raged against God. 
So God raised up prophets to speak His Word to His people in dark times. It is to this section, the 
Prophets, that we will now spend some time in. 

 
When you think “prophets” in the Old Testament, you probably think of the people with big 
names like Isaiah, or Jeremiah or maybe even Jonah. This is correct! But there is another nuance 
to the term “Prophets” when referring to the Old Testament: 
 
The Old Testament was originally comprised of three major sections, the Law, the Prophets, and 
the Writings. Other categories like “historical books” or “wisdom literature” are much, much 
later than biblical times and nowhere in Scripture are any of the books called “historical 
books.” The only categories we have from Scripture for the books of the Old Testament are Law, 
Prophets, and the Psalms. Look at Jesus’ words in Luke 24:44, “Everything that was written 
about me in the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Psalms is the first book of 
the third category of books called “the Writings.” 
 
So, “the Prophets” refers to the books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, and the 12 Minor Prophets. The name of this collection should really be called “Jesus” 
and here’s why: 
	  
The main character at the beginning of the Prophets is Joshua the son of Nun. His name comes 
from the Hebrew verb “to save,” yesha (EEocy). The main character at the end of this 

collection is Joshua, Yesha EE(ocy) son of Jehozadak. The main character at the end of 
Kings is Elisha (spelled like Yesha	  EEocy with “El” in front). The main character at the 
beginning of Isaiah is Isaiah, Yesha (ocy) and the main character at the beginning of the 12 
Minor Prophets is Hosea (spelled Yesha ocy with “Ho” at the front). So, at the beginning, 
middle, and end of the Prophets, you have a major character with the name from the root “to 
save.” Jesus’ name is the Greek version of this same Hebrew verb. Jesus’ name means, “to 
save”! This is one pretty explicit way that the Old Testament texts point towards Jesus.  
 
How does knowing that all of the Old Testament points to Jesus effect the way you read and 
understand the Old Testament? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Today we are going to look at one of these texts. One of the Prophets is the book of Ezekiel and 
this book is incredible. But before we dig in, we need to take a look at some of what is going on 
in the book of Ezekiel in order to understand the passage. 
 
So right now in Ezekiel, God’s people are in exile outside of Israel for their sin. They had 
forgotten him and are seeking rest and worth in other gods & things. So with this abandonment 
of God by his people, God is completely justified to judge and destroy his people. Instead, God 
does something remarkable.  
 
Todays text is Ezekiel 36:22-35. Spend some time reading this text and respond to these 
questions: 
 
1) What do you observe in this text? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2) What does this text mean? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3) How does this text apply to my life? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Now that you’ve spent some time reading the text, let’s go a little deeper. Take a look at verses 
22 & 23: 
 
“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house 
of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned 
among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which 
has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the 
nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my 
holiness before their eyes.” 
 
These verses give us a clear view of the problem of sin. God is glorious, holy, exalted and 
deserves all worship, reverence and obedience. But we profane His Name by not worshipping 
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and obeying Him. We live as though His Name is vain, empty and lackluster. And God’s 
holiness & glory requires worship & when He is not, He vindicates His name. 
 
It is powerful and humbling to think that what God does, he does for His glory through the 
nations giving him praise. What are you doing in your life right now that you need to surrender 
to God for His glory and for the nations? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We’ve made ourselves the subjects, the main event, stars of the show, the headlines. God says, 
“They shall know I am The LORD.” God’s Word, not ours. God’s glory, not ours.  
Our morals are mangled, we’re slaves to our passions, vain in our motivations. We even think 
God exists for us, disregarding sin as if He won’t punish the sinner. So, surely, “I will vindicate 
the holiness of my great name” cannot be good for us. Surely, we’re about to get lit up like a 
Christmas tree, incinerated by God’s consuming fire! One of Ezekiel’s contemporaries, Isaiah 
puts it like this: 
 
Isaiah 64:6-7 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 
polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is 
no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden 
your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
 
Sin is missing God’s mark and we are all guilty, deserving the penalty of eternal death. We stand 
condemned. Sin isn’t an isolated problem. We’re all guilty. Both the Psalter and Romans make 
this clear.  
 
Read Psalm 14:3 and Romans 3:10. What are these verses telling you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Because God is holy and wholly opposed to sin, He is completely just to judge and destroy, but 
He does something remarkable.  
 
 

GOD CALLS YOU IN ORDER TO CLEANSE YOU 
 
Take a look at verses 23 & 24: 
 
I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your 
own land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, 
and from all your idols I will cleanse you.  
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God is calling you out of your condemned condition in order to cleanse you through Messiah 
Jesus. Do you see the blatant big picture Bible language in these verses & how they point to 
Christ? In verse 24 he says “gather you” and this language should remind us of the exodus, 
where God called Israel out of their damned destiny and put them in His protection. He is doing 
the same thing for us through Jesus. In verse 25 he says, “sprinkle clean water” and this refers to 
the ceremonial washing that the Israelites did so that they would be prepared for worship. You 
can’t approach God unless you are washed in God’s cleaning agent, Jesus Christ. Also in verse 
25 he says he will “clean from all your uncleannesses.”  Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is final. 
Christ Himself was clean, else His blood could not have been cleansing to us. You can’t scrub 
away sin with a billow pad or make up for it with good deeds. You don’t earn grace. You don’t 
meet God halfway. Those are grave errors.  
 
The problem of sin is deep, it’s imbedded, it’s inbred, it’s passed down. We need a major 
change, bigger than conduct, even deeper than character. We need God to covenant with us. To 
promise His communion with us and he does this through the person and work of his son Jesus. 
  
This is the gospel of Jesus Christ and it’s what the prophets are saying loud and clear. Jesus died 
to save you from the penalty of sin. We urge you to believe. So does Paul in Romans 6: 
 
Romans 6:23 The wages of sin is death but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.  
 
God gives grace to both the murderer and the moral and the man in the middle. So whether you 
think God won’t love you or you think you don’t need God’s love or whether you don’t even 
care… Jesus is the way for every man to be restored to God. Repent and believe. God is calling 
you to cleanse you in Jesus Christ. You need him, you require his cleansing, but it goes far 
deeper than even this.  
 
Repenting and believing is something the non-believer must do to be saved. It is also something 
the believer must do every day to grow in sanctification. What do you need to repent of? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

SESSION 2 
 

GOD RECREATES YOU BY INDWELLING YOU 
 
Sin is wiped away in Jesus Christ, but what produced that sin needs to die. Read verses 26 & 27 
and write out the verse below: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Your old engine has to go. Your fuel system is all wrong, your steering is wrong, your 
horsepower is weak, and your driving is endangering other motorists. We say cute things like, 
“Jesus filled the God-shaped hole in my heart.” Cute, yes, but quite wrong theologically. One 
hole in your heart filled by Jesus can at best only cause you to be lukewarm. Jesus says in 
Revelation that He spits out the lukewarm. God doesn’t fill cracks in your foundation, He 
replaces your foundation then rebuilds you. Salvation is the heart transplant. Sanctification is the 
rehabilitation.  A heart of stone is insensible and inflexible, unapt to receive any divine 
impressions and to return to any devout affection. The heart of flesh is soft and tender, spiritual 
senses awakened, conscious to the pain of sin and the life of salvation, and complying in 
everything to the will of God. Listen to how the New Testament writers describe this: 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 In Christ, you are a new creation. The old has gone, behold, the new has 
come.  
 
John 14:26-27 And I (Jesus) will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with 
you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So 
glorify God in your body. 
 
John 3:3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” 
 
Alright, so you have a new heart and a new Tenant. The Holy Spirit. What does this mean? What 
do you do with this? Three things primarily: 
 
1. Live for Jesus. Your new heart is Kingdom capable. Exercise it. The categories of your 
capacity have changed. God can do more through you for His glory than you could ever imagine. 
Preach, serve, pray, give, be distinctively Christian, not one of those wishy-washy, no one can 
really be sure whether or not you’re saved people. Get on it! If you’re saved, there should be an 
obvious change, joy, contentment, and identifiable zeal for Jesus.  
 
Who or what are you really living for right now? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. Love God and love others. This is His heart. Glorify God! Love His Word and obey it. Love 
like Jesus loved, not self-serving and calculating, but self-denying. Put others before yourself and 
glorify God by how you sacrifice for the needs of others. 
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Who can you serve today in a sacrificial way that will give glory to God? How will you serve 
them today? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. Let the Spirit lead. Get off the throne. Give Him the microphone. Turn on your ears. Get in 
God’s Word so the Spirit can remind you of it and build your foundation on who you are in 
Christ so the Evil One doesn’t drown you in doubt otherwise. Read and pray. Then read some 
more and pray some more. Then read again and pray again. Rinse, repeat.  
 
What are your specific goals for prayer, Scripture reading, and Bible memorization? Writ down 
you goals below: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
And ss if it couldn’t get any better: not only do we have deliverance from sin and salvation made 
available, God gets even more near.  
 
 

GOD ADOPTS YOU SO THAT YOU WILL REST IN HIM 
 
Check out verses 28-32: 
 
You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be 
your God. And I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and 
make it abundant and lay no famine upon you. I will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of 
the field abundant, that you may never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. 
Then you will remember your evil ways, and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe 
yourselves for your iniquities and your abominations. It is not for your sake that I will act, 
declares the Lord GOD; let that be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O 
house of Israel. 
 
Calling, cleansing, recreating, indwelling, all work toward adoption into God’s family. Guess 
what “dwell” in verse 28 really is? “Shabbat.” The Hebrew word for rest. God is restoring us to 
rest in Him. What an incredible and gracious act of love! Verse 35 says, “and they will say, ‘This 
land that was desolate has become like the garden of Eden, and the waste and desolate and 
ruined cities are now fortified and inhabited.’” God’s goal is to reclaim Eden and restore all 
things to Himself for our holy joy and His ultimate glory. 
 



Copyright	  2017	  Harvest	  Raleigh	   	   	  42	  

Those who trusted Christ for salvation will enjoy the Lord for all eternity. We saved people loath 
that we once lived in sin apart from the Savior. Now we cling to Him. One day, Jesus is going to 
restore everything. Revelation 21 calls it “The New Jerusalem”. Eden will be back and better 
than ever! 
 
What does the idea of God restoring all things to Himself stir in your heart? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Place your faith in the life-giver. Look at how Peter recognizes this shift in 1 Peter 2:10: 
 
1 Peter 2:10 Once you were not a people, now you are God’s people.  
 
And the Psalmist sees that this change is for God’s glory alone: 
 
Psalm 115:1 Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness! 
 
Every human needs new life. We know sin defeats us. We know life is fleeting. The evidence is 
all around us that there must be something more, something greater than what this world, even 
what’s inside us, has to offer. It’s it funny that we look for life in things that constantly fail us? 
Isn’t it funny that we run to what God created rather than running to God Himself. It proves how 
sin has twisted us and, newsflash, you can’t reach in and untwist your soul, but we try. Some try 
by disregarding that the penalty of sin is death and live like hell anyway. Some try to be perfect 
and win God’s favor but He is perfectly holy and you’ll never bring enough. Some determine 
they can’t beat it, so they join it. Others think they can beat it so they fight hard all their life. 
Some don’t know they are living in utter darkness. And some accept the life provided them 
through Jesus. Every human needs new life. You should look no further than the Lord.  
How it happens is written in the Bible and it occurs deep within you and grows outward. 
So how does it happen? That’s what the Prophets and as we have seen in Ezekiel 36 points to. It 
occurs through grace.  
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APPLICATION QUESTIONS 

 
1) The program of God since the beginning has been to send His son Jesus (Yeshua ovy) to be 
the means of grace for God’s people. How does this instill faith in you? 

 
 
 
2) What areas of your life do you believe God has gifted you for His glory among the nations? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3) God gathers us and cleans us through his son Jesus. We can’t do it on our own. In what area of 
your life do you need to rely on God more? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4) Live for Jesus, Love others, and Let the Spirit lead are three ways in which you can let your 
new tenant, the Holy Spirit, manifest the glory of God in your life. Which of these three ways do 
you need to grow in the most? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5) What does it mean to rest in God? Are you doing this? Why or why not? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6) God is about the business of restoring all things to Himself. Are you about that same business? 
How? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Copyright	  2017	  Harvest	  Raleigh	   	   	  44	  

 
BRIDGING THE GAP 

 
In the original Hebrew order of the Bible, after the Law (Torah), was the Prophets. This included 
books that most would typically put in a category such as “Historical Books” like Joshua, 
Judges, Samuel I & II, and Kings I & II. But these books in the Bible that Jesus had are 
considered “Prophets.” This should shape the way we read those books. They are not merely 
stories of Israel’s past, although they certainly aren’t less than that! They are prophecy of what 
God will do in the future. As you read the stories of Joshua, and the time period of judges ruling 
Israel, and the stories of David and Solomon, keep in mind that these stories of the past are 
presented to us in such a way that they are trying to tell us about the future. The authors of these 
books have carefully presented historically accurate, truthful events of the past in a literary way 
that points to the coming Prophet, Priest, and King: Jesus. 
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INCARNATION 
 

SESSION 1 
 

400 years of prophetic silence. No word from God in almost half a century. The birth of 
Synagogues. The people of God dispersed. Scattered. Lost. This is what is happening when John 
the Baptizer begins to proclaim that the Messiah is coming. Think about that for a moment, let it 
sink in. The people of God have not heard a word from the Lord in over 400 years. Entire 
generations came and went with no prophet, no Messiah, only the truths of Scripture to 
encourage them. Then a man, one of their own, breaks the silence. This is where our story picks 
up. We are in the New Testament now, the message of Jesus’ arrival has been proclaimed and 
now the God-man is here. This is the Incarnation. 
 
Incarnation literally means “in the flesh.” For someone we’ve never seen in person before, when 
we meet them and shake their hand we would say, “And here he is! … in the flesh!” It means 
we’re looking at him. In the case of Jesus’ incarnation, it means, “And here He is! … God in the 
flesh!” 
 
The Savior’s incarnation is what Scripture has been leading to. Look up the following verses and 
write down how Jesus fulfills these prophecies: 
 
•   Genesis 3:15  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
•   Isaiah 7:14  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
•   Micah 5:2  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

BEHOLD THE INCARNATION 
 

Read John 1:1-5 and verses 14-18. What are some things that you observe about Jesus in this 
passage? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Jesus is God. He is eternal. It is through Him that all things were created. He is life and He gives 
life. He is light and He dispels darkness. He brings grace and truth in order to make known God 
the Father. Jesus who was with God (verse 1) became flesh among us (verse 14). Why did he do 
this? To take away sins of the world so that we might give him glory. 
Look up John 1:29. What does this verse tell us is the reason Christ came as a man? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Now look at Luke 19:10. What is the reason found in this verse? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Finally, look at Galatians 4:4-5 and write the reason these verses provide: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A foundational truth is the fact that you cannot redeem yourself before the holy God. Even what 
you do well could never be enough. In order to be restored to God, you require God and sending 
his son, Jesus Christ is his way to forgiveness of sin and salvation. God’s standard is perfection 
and that standard is met in Jesus Christ. God came to earth, as a man, in the person of Jesus. He 
is the God-man, fully God and fully human, satisfying the requirement we could never meet. He 
lived the life we could never live and he received the punishment we all deserve. Because of this, 
we can be reconciled to our Creator.   
 
The Incarnation of Jesus Christ is something you must behold. This means that you not just know 
of Jesus, but that you know Jesus. To “behold” something means to put it front and center. Is 
Jesus what is most front and center of your life? 
 
Romans 5 calls Adam “the first man” and Jesus “the second man.” Why does Paul use this 
language? Because a certain life perpetuates from each of them. Look up Romans 5:17 and write 
the verse below. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Adam’s sin is imputed to all mankind. In Adam, all humanity sinned because Adam was 
humanity’s federal head. Think of it like the President of the United States. The decisions he 
makes affect us all. If the President passes a bill that will increase taxes, then our taxes go up. If 
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he passes a bill that will decrease taxes, then our taxes go down. This is true in principle for 
Adam as well. Sin is not passed down genetically but rather it is imputed to all humanity as our 
spiritual condition. This is why we must be born again into Jesus. The old (Adam) has passed 
away, the new (Jesus) has come. This flies in the face of the belief that Jesus needed to born of a 
virgin so that the stain of sin wouldn’t be passed onto Jesus via genes. If that were the case, then 
Mary herself would have had to be free from sin as well, and we know from Scripture that this is 
not the case. Why the virgin birth then? The answer is in Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1, and Luke 1. 
Isaiah 7 tell us that a virgin will conceive a child who will also be God. This will serve as a sign 
for the people that the Messiah, Emmanuel has come. Both Matthew 1 and Luke 1 confirm that 
this virgin birth establishes that Jesus is the Messiah prophesied in Isaiah 7:14. Jesus, born of a 
woman and the Holy Spirit, establishes a new race, the Second Adam by whom all could be 
redeemed. 
 
This plan did not occur to God in the 5th century B.C. and then get implemented. Jesus was not 
plan B, he was always plan A. From the very get-go God wanted to demonstrate his glory and 
grace through the person and work of Jesus Christ.  
 
Hebrews 1:1-3 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 
things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the 
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
 
The incarnation of Jesus Christ has always been God’s plan. He is God’s perfect sacrifice so that 
you might be saved.  The incarnation is not just a cute story we tell on chilly nights in late 
December and we’re wrong if we think the incarnation is just for theologians to pontificate 
about. Jesus coming to this earth to save you is extremely practical for you and has life changing 
implications. Not only does Jesus make purification for your sin but take a look at what Isaiah 61 
says of Him: 
 
The purpose of the incarnation is prophesied in Isaiah 61:1-3: 
 
To bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the 
LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant to those 
who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness 
instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks 
of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
 
Here is a short list of the purpose of the incarnation 
•   Bring light and life to death and darkness (John 1:4-5). 
•   Display God’s glory, grace and truth (John 1:14). 
•   Subdue Satan as Adam could not (Romans 5:15) 
•   Fulfill God’s Law, which you cannot (Matthew 5:17). 
•   Teach God’s ways truthfully amidst liars (Mark 6:34). 
•   Expose your desperate need for Him (John 3:19). 
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•   Perform miracles proving He is God (Matthew 4:23-25, 8:27). 
•   Pay your penalty unto peace with God (Col 1:20, Hebrews 1:4). 
•   Relieve your pain in His hope (Hebrews 4:15).  
•   Tell of His return to restore all things (Mark 13, Rev 21-22). 
•   Send the Spirit to indwell the Church (John 15:26) 
•   Send the gospel through 12 disciples to you and to others (Matthew 28:18-20). 
 
The incarnation of Jesus has full reaching vertical and horizontal implications for us. Vertically, 
we are restored unto the Father since our relationship was broken through sin. 
 
What do Isaiah 59:2 and Ephesians 2:8-9 tell us about our spiritual condition? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Horizontally, you have a redeemer who has been here, felt your pain, cried as you do, tempted as 
you are, died as you will, and offers new life through his resurrection. 
 
What does Hebrews 4:15-16 tell us about Jesus? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What does Hebrews 4:15-16 tell us our response to this glorious truth should be? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you see how crucial this is for the life of the believer? If you let this truth grip you and sink 
into your soul, it will have a profound effect on everything in your life. One of the ways this 
truth can start to steep in your life is by making Jesus your Lord. The life of a believer does not 
stop with making Christ your Savior, that is merely the starting point. The life of a believer is the 
process of making Christ your Lord. 
 
What does Mark 8:34 tell us to do? Are these suggestions or commandments? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Living for yourself never got you anywhere with God. Make Jesus your Savior and Lord. The 
fact that we try to separate these proves our nature to focus on our selves and sin. 
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Another way that the truth of the Incarnation can cause life-change is by having hope in 
suffering. Read 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 and write out the phrases following the “not’s.” 
 
We are afflicted in every way, but not___________; perplexed but 
not__________________________: persecuted, but not_________________; struck down, but 
not_________________. 
 
Jesus didn’t promise Christians a perfect life, but no matter how bad things get, if you are truly 
saved, heaven is guaranteed. No matter what happens in this life, there is a place reserved for you 
in Heaven that was bought and paid for with the blood of Jesus. Our sins have been washed away 
and one day our woes will be too.  
 
The incarnation also has practical implications for the believer by the putting off of your old self 
and putting on Jesus. Paul tells us this in Colossians 3:5 and 12. 
 
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you…and put on then compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience 
 
Are you waging war against sin in your life? Do you take sin as seriously as God does? The 
Bible commands us to “put to death what is earthly in us” and this is made possible by Jesus. 
Make war. What sin do you need to wage war against in the power of the Spirit today? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Christ, you are a new creation. Live it. Take out the trash and put on your new life.  
 
Abiding in Jesus is another way the Incarnation can take root in your life. Look up John 15:5 and 
write down what the implications are for “abiding in Christ” 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Finally, by lifting your eyes to Jesus, the truth of the Incarnation will transform you from the 
inside out. Read Colossians 3:2. What are the things that draw your eyes to the earth?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What are things that help you to lift your eyes to Jesus? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus hasn’t restored all things yet. We still live in a broken and dying world. However, God has 
revealed through Him our hope while we are in this world. 

 
SESSION 2 

 
ACCEPT THE INVITATION 

 
Luke 14 is a parable, or a common scenario told through a story to illustrate a truth. Jesus taught 
in parables and by doing so, fulfilled another Old Testament prophecy. Psalm 78 is a Messianic 
psalm, or a psalm that prophesies what the Messiah will be like. What does verse 2 say the 
Messiah will do? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Take a look at Luke 14 verses 15-24. In the first verse, one of the people at the table with Jesus 
says, “Blessed is the man who will eat and feast in the Kingdom of God.” There is an unspoken 
question in this verse. “How do you get to eat and feast in the Kingdom of God?” The answer is 
simple: Accept the invitation.  
 
God welcomes you to His banquet in heaven. The invitation is sealed by your faith in Jesus. 
When God sees Jesus with you, you’re in. Fake IDs won’t work. Other gods don’t work. Good 
behavior isn’t enough. Knowing someone won’t work. You can’t crash God’s party. God invites 
you and Jesus is the invitation. 
 
Verse 18 begins a list of excuses, “I just bought something I must tend to,” “my earthly 
relationships take first priority...” What are your excuses for not living in communion with 
Jesus? Write out some of the things that in your heart of hearts, take priority of Jesus in your life. 
After you write these things out, spend time praying each day this week that God would help you 
put to death whatever is vying with Jesus for the position of “Lord” in your life. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
God will fill His Kingdom, there is room for you, but you must accept the invitation. Don’t 
undervalue the grace of God to send Jesus to save you and deliver you to heaven. Put your faith 
in Jesus. He is the way, the truth, and the life back to God. Confess your sin before a holy God 
and trust the payment of Jesus for your forgiveness. These are not only truths for the non-
believer, but the essential everyday practice of the believer. We must remember the Gospel, lest 
we cease to take sin seriously and dethrone Jesus as the Lord of our life. We must put our faith in 
only him, everything else will fail and disappoint. We must confess our sin before God and trust 
in Jesus’ payment, lest we try and earn grace by our own merit and rob the cross of its power. Let 
the truth of the Incarnation sink deep into your heart and allow it to change you from the inside 
out. 
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Application Questions 
 

We are in a similar situation as the people of God were before John the Baptist broke the 
prophetic silence. We are waiting for our Messiah to return and we have the Scriptures as our 
foundation in the meantime. We have two distinct advantages however; we have experienced 
redemption through the Messiah and have God himself in the person of the Spirit indwelling us. 
What should characterize your life as you wait for the return of Jesus? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What aspect of Jesus, as described in John 1:1-5, and verses14-18, speaks to you the most? 
Why? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is most “front-and-center” in your life? Be honest. If it isn’t Jesus, why not? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
God came to Earth as a man to identify with us and redeem us. He has given us this same task in 
ministry. We are to “be all things to all people so that we might save some.” This “incarnational 
ministry” should drive us to people who are hurting and broken. Who is someone in your life that 
you need to minister to in this way? How can you minister to them this week? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What aspect of your life do you need to “deny yourself” of so that you can follow Jesus more 
closely? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Which of these applications do you struggle with the most? Why? Making Jesus your Lord, 
having hope in suffering, putting off the old self and putting on Jesus, abiding in Jesus, and 
lifting your eyes. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

BRIDGING THE GAP 
 
Well, a lot has happened since the Prophets and the incarnation of Jesus. Namely, all of the 
books of the Bible in the section of the Old Testament called “The Writings.” These books are: 
Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Ruth, Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and Chronicles I & II. These books are all connected together and tell a fascinating 
story. Jesus said that all of these books pointed to Him and we should read them with that lens: a 
Messianic, Jesus-Centered lens. Here are some things to whet your appetite for a careful reading 
of these books as a cohesive unit: 
 
The Psalms: The psalms are the words of men to God that have become the Word of God to man. 
These songs and poems have been arranged and placed in such a way that they highlight a 
Messiah. This Messiah is introduced in the first 2 Psalms as the Lord’s anointed King who will 
rule forever. Psalm 1 and 2 serve as an introduction to the entire Psalter and tell us that it is about 
Jesus. 
Job: In Job we read the story of a man who is without sin, who looses everything, intercedes for 
his friends, and is ultimately restored to greater glory than he had before. Sound familiar? 
Proverbs: This book gives us insight into the wisdom of God and identifies that the Messiah is 
the source of true wisdom for all who would believe. The last chapter describes a virtuous 
woman and it is no surprise that…. 
Ruth: Follows Proverbs 31 and is the only other book in the bible to contain the phrase “virtuous 
woman.” This story depicts a redeemer that will be betrothed to his bride forever. 
 
As you read the books in “The Writings,” keep in mind that all Scripture points to Jesus and ask 
yourself the questions: 1) What is going on in this text? 2) What is the author trying to tell me? 
3) What does this mean for my life? 
 
 
 
 
The Incarnation was the start of Jesus’ life on earth. He taught biblical truths, performed 
miracles, called disciples, rebuked religious leaders, and did it all without sin. The story is not 
over however; it is just beginning. After roughly three years of earthly ministry, when he was 
about 33 years old, Jesus would suffer and die for our sins and God’s glory. Not only would he 
suffer and die, he would be raised again by the power of the Spirit. In the next chapter we will 
look more closely at this truth and how it changes everything. 
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DEATH AND RESURRECTION 
 

SESSION 1 
 

Deep down inside all of us, we know that something isn’t right. Let’s be more honest. Inside us 
and all around us, we know everything isn’t right. How can a man walk into a movie theater or 
temple and kill people? How can we “non-murderers” be so prideful, covetous, lustful and 
selfish?   
Answer: the fall runs deep, far deeper than we like to think.  
 
It runs so deep that we think we’re okay since we haven’t murdered anyone. So does God have a 
game plan? Yes, He does. His plan since before the foundation of the world has been to rescue 
his people through the death and resurrection of his son, Jesus. This is the Gospel. 
 
In the face of all the bad news we hear and see every day, the Gospel is “good news” for 
everyone. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15 that the gospel is the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Look up 1 Corinthians 15 and read the chapter. Then read it again. After you have 
read it twice, sit back from this study and think and pray on what the death and resurrection of 
Jesus means for you, for your community, and for the world. Write your thoughts below. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What areas of your life should the death and resurrection of Jesus affect? Which areas of your 
life are you keeping from this truth? 
 
All of Scripture points to Jesus and specifically his death and resurrection. This is the apex of all 
history and the Bible. Here at the mountaintop, we can see that the Gospel of Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection changes everything. 
 
The passages for this study are Luke 23 and 24. Spend some time reading these chapters and 
write down any observations that you make.  
Luke 23 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Luke 24 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In our study, let’s answer this question: How must I be saved? 
 
 

YOUR PENALTY IS PAID AT HIS CROSS (23:44-46). 
 

It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 
while the sun's light failed. 
 
Jesus Christ, the God-man, the 2nd person of the Trinity, was sent from heaven to save you and in 
this passage we see him hanging on a cross. This event was directly prophesied in texts like 
Psalm 22, Genesis 2:17, and Isaiah 52-53. Theses texts were written hundreds of years before 
Jesus was born but outline precisely what took place during Jesus’ crucifixion.  
Read Psalm 22. What similarities do you see between this prophecy and Jesus on the cross? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Genesis 2:17. How does Jesus’ crucifixion fulfill this passage? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read Isaiah 52 & 53. Take a moment and thank God for his Word, the fact that He keeps his 
promises, and how He poured out his love for you by Jesus on the cross. 
 
We can see that all of Scripture points to Jesus and that the death and resurrection of Christ is the 
apex of God’s grace for his people, but you might be wondering, why is Jesus on the cross at all? 
What is his purpose there?  
 
1 John 4:10 tells us that his death was the propitiation for our sins. Propitiation means satisfying 
the wrath of God. On the cross, Jesus was incurring full fury of God’s wrath against sin on our 
behalf. On the cross Jesus received what we deserve: death. This is the depth of our depravity. 
This illustrates our inability to save ourselves. We need Jesus.  
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Now, you might be thinking, “I’m not that bad of a person. I’ve never done something so terrible 
as to deserve death, let alone Jesus going to such great lengths to pay for it.” But the truth of the 
matter is, there is no hierarchy for sin in God’s eyes. Sin is proportional to the party whom the 
sin offends. For examples, let’s say you are in line at the grocery and you slap the person in 
front of you. You might get in a little bit of trouble. Now let’s say you slap a police officer. You 
will get in much more trouble. Now let’s say you slap the President of the United States. See 
where this is going? The action didn’t change in this example, but the offense was proportional 
to the offended party. Well, God is infinitely holy. So any sin, no matter how small or private or 
insignificant it may seem, is offending an infinitely holy God. Sin is no less than usurping God’s 
right to rule and reign. It is cosmic treason. 
 
How seriously do you take sin in your life? How can this understanding of sin change the way 
you live? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

GET READY TO DIG DEEP! 
It is no coincidence that it becomes dark in the middle of the day in this passage. Jesus’ 
crucifixion is taking place on Passover. In Leviticus 23, the prescription for the feasts of the Lord 
is given and the first feast to be celebrated is Passover. Jesus is the fulfillment of this feast. In 
Leviticus 23 we can see that the Jews were to select a lamb on the tenth of the month of Nisan 
and inspect it for blemishes for four days until the fourteenth of Nisan when it was to be killed. 
Jesus enters into Jerusalem and is “inspected” by the religious leaders for several days until 
Pilate declares, “I find no fault with this man.” Jesus was a Kosher lamb. He is slain on the 
fourteenth of Nisan, the same time when the Jews were to be sacrificing a spotless lamb. The 
Jews were to sacrifice the lamb “between the twilights” that is, from noon until three: the same 
time the day turns dark. This is not coincidence, this is the program of God.  
 
Here, Jesus pays your death sentence for you, He took what you deserve. 
 
The next phrase in Luke 23 says, “and the curtain of the temple was torn in two.” This veil in the 
temple separated people from the Holy of Holies, where God dwelt. The only access to this Holy 
of Holies was through a priest once a year. Now, Jesus is that priest and He has become your 
access to God.   
 
Romans 5:2 “Through Jesus we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
now stand.” 
 
Luke 23:46 “Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commit 
my spirit!’ And having said this he breathed his last.” 
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Jesus’ life was not taken from Him; He gave it. He laid his life down as a ransom for you. In the 
garden, in the beginning, after all was created and while all was good, there was no distinction 
between “saved” or “unsaved”, it was just “perfect relationship with God.”  Sounds great, right?  
But after the fall, we had to start asking, “How must I be saved?” 
 
Remember in 6th grade when you say, “Hey teacher, I don’t know the answer.” And your teacher 
would say, “What’s your educated guess?” All humans give an educated guess or several about 
how to be saved, how to earn God’s favor, or how to outnumber our wrongs with enough rights.  
But our natural guesses can never save us to the supernatural, it’s illogical, but we try. 
The educated guess for Adam and Eve was what, remember? Fig leaves. Can fig leaves, 
something God created, cover sin before the Creator? No way.  
 
What are your fig leaves? What do you think covers your shame?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attempting to earn God’s favor is a fool’s errand. Only the blood of Jesus can accomplish that. 
Which of these options below do you identify with the most? 
 
☐ Being the perfect parent or at least “better than” most around you? 
☐  Accumulating things or money in which you find your security? 
☐ Obeying best the Scriptures to secure the esteem of God and others? 
☐  Treating the Word or prayer as a check list of necessary things to perform for the Lord? 
 
When these don’t go well, we feel like we shouldn’t come to church. When these go great, we 
come to church proud ready to receive his “attaboy” rather than coming for the purpose of giving 
Jesus glory regardless of circumstances. This is important: your penalty is paid through Jesus’ 
performance, not your own. You cannot cover for yourself. Only Jesus can cover you.  
All the good deeds and the good behavior flows out from your redemption. Salvation is found in 
Christ alone. Put all your faith in Him. Rest in his work. 
 
Atonement for your sin was accomplished but Jesus would give even more.  
Your penalty is paid at his cross and… 
 
 

SESSION 2 
 

YOUR LIFE IS FOUND IN HIS RESURRECTION (24:1-12). 
 

The disciples understood to an extent the fury that just happened on the cross, but they weren’t 
sure it worked. Imagine their doubt. Dead and gray Jesus buried… 
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But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had 
prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  but when they went in they did 
not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood 
by them in dazzling apparel. And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, 
the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 
Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee,  that the Son of Man must be delivered 
into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” And they remembered 
his words, and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 
Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women 
with them who told these things to the apostles, but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and 
they did not believe them. But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw 
the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened. 
 
Zero in on the question in verse 5.  
“Why do you seek the living among the dead?” 
That’s a great question for us. It’s really the question God is asking everyone on the planet.  
Why are you putting your hope and confidence in people or things or systems of thought that are 
going to die or break or fade in a matter of decades? Why are you seeking life from dead or 
dying things?  
 
It is foolish to have what you need and not capitalizing on it. Christians often sequester the death 
and resurrection of Christ to that “moment” or “season” of conversion years ago and don’t apply 
it today. Though we are saved by God’s grace, often we don’t live within it. You can hear it in 
our doubts. Which of these doubts do you most identify with?  
 
☐ My sin pattern is too set. I’ll never get over it.  
☐ My marriage is too broken. It could never be restored.  
☐ My family member is too lost. He’ll never get saved.  
☐ My guilt is too heavy. 
☐ I like my sinfulness too much. 
☐ What if I lose friends? 
Take a moment and pray that God would give you the faith to believe in His promises. 
 
We’re looking at the stone covering the tomb thinking, “this is impossible” rather than marveling 
at the truth and power of the resurrection like Peter did. Jesus is risen. This changes everything  
 
Look up 1 Corinthians 15:4 and write the verse out below: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The death and resurrection of Jesus is everything and you must receive it to be in God’s grace. 
The penalty has been paid and new life has been offered.  
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Colossians 3:2 “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on the earth.”  
 
Put on Christ and take off your death rags and death thoughts and death doubts. Put your identity 
in Christ and no longer in all the worldly stuff that constantly fails you. Your identity cannot be 
in anything other than Jesus. If your identity is in your family, your friends, your ministry, your 
job, your hobbies, all will fail you. Recognize the liberating truth that your true identity is in 
Christ alone and rest. Let that truth sink into the core of your being and let it spur you on to good 
works for God’s glory and fame. 
 
Here are some marks of Christians who are really responding to the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Which ones could your pray that the Lord increases in your life?  
 
☐ Exalting Jesus and not yourself 
☐ Serving others and putting aside selfishness 
☐ Warring against sin and winning through Christ 
☐ Spreading confidence in the restorative power of Jesus 
☐ Full of grace and truth like Jesus and not backing down from either 
☐ Putting on new life in Christ rather than searching for the best life here 
☐ Quick to forgive because you have been forgiven much 
☐ Quick to love because you have been so greatly loved 
☐ Sharing the gospel with lost souls so others may be saved too 
☐ Hungry for more of Jesus and his true Word in your life 
 
Spend a moment praying for these things to increase in your life. 
 
Jesus isn’t lying dead in a tomb in his death clothes. He is risen so He can raise you. His bones 
aren’t in the grave, your sins are, if you believe. Because He is alive, He calls you. He knocks. 
He meets you. Open the door.  
 
If you are reading this and you are not saved, you must place your faith in Christ alone today. 
Feel the weight of your sins and confess them. Crucify the sin of your past and what wars within 
you. Realize that Jesus not only lifts them of you but paid their penalty and buried them. Rise out 
of those death clothes and put on the newness in Christ.  
 
If you are reading this and you have already accepted Christ alone, you must continue to do so. 
Remind yourself every day of the truth that Christ’s work was perfect and sufficient so rest in it. 
Whether you just became a Christian or have been one for years, you need to be involved in a 
community. Find a local church and start serving! The church is the body of Christ and God’s 
chosen vehicle for his glory to spread to the ends of the earth, so get in it! 
 
This however, is not the end. This is not the end of this story. The death and resurrection of 
Christ acted as a down payment on the promise of his ultimate and final return. When he comes 
again, he will meet his bride, the church, in the air and restore all of creation to its original 
perfection. There will be no more sin, no more death, only the glory of the Lord and his people’s 
holy joy. We long for this as does all creation, and should be about his business until he returns. 
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APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
 
1) What can you do today, this week, and this month to remind yourself of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2) Knowing that all sin is cosmic treason to God, how can you take sin more seriously in your 
life? What sins do you think of lightly? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3) In Christ’s death, He received what we deserve. In His rising, we receive what we don’t 
deserve. How does God’s grace and mercy in this encourage you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4) Why do you think we struggle to accept the completeness of Christ’s perfect work on the 
cross and to rest in it? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5) How can you learn to rest in the completed perfect work of Christ? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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6) What can you do to combat doubt in your life? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
7) The death and resurrection of Jesus changes everything. What can you do today to 
demonstrate your belief in this truth? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

BRIDGING THE GAP 
 

Between the incarnation of Jesus and His death and resurrection was his incredible ministry here 
on earth. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all portray the life and ministry of 
Jesus. These books demonstrate Jesus’ miraculous healing power, His claims on divinity, and his 
teachings. Spend some time after this study going back through the Gospels and encounter Jesus 
in a deeper way.  
 
Jesus did not ascend to Heaven to leave us alone. He promised us that he would give us his 
presence and send us a comforter; the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit being poured out at Pentecost 
is a beautiful illustration of God’s desire to dwell with his people. In the next chapter, we will see 
how God sent his Spirit to dwell with his people and how this truth should affect the way we 
live. 
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HOLY SPIRIT 
 

SESSION 1 
 
The Holy Spirit being poured out on God’s people has been longed for since the beginning. 
Moses, in Numbers 11:29 says, “Oh that all the Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord 
would put His Spirit upon them all!” We are introduced to the Holy Spirit in very first chapter of 
the Bible, Genesis 1:2 “and the Spirit was hovering over the face of the deep.” The Third Person 
of the Trinity has been active in the Bible since Genesis but something extremely interesting 
happens in Acts 2. Pentecost.  
 
Similarly to how Jesus fulfilled the feast of Passover by His death, a comparable thing happens 
with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The feast of Pentecost or “Weeks” was a festival outlined 
in Leviticus 23 and we see its inception at Mt. Sinai in Exodus. The reason it is called the feast of 
weeks is because this particular harvest was to occur after the counting of seven weeks since the 
Passover. It does not have a set date like the other feasts, but can only be known by the counting 
of 50 days since the last Passover. This highlights the importance of the Passover. The feast was 
to occur 50 days after Passover and was meant to celebrate the giving of the Law. Think back to 
Exodus for a moment. After the Passover, Israel spent 50 days journeying to Sinai. They arrive at 
Sinai on the 50th day and the Lord gives the people the Law. There is much fire and noise and 
terror on this day, and because of the people’s rebellion with the golden calf, 3,000 men are put 
to death. Now think about what occurs in Acts 2 for a moment. It is exactly 50 days after the 
death of Jesus and now God’s people are at a new mountain. There is much fire and noise and 
terror but instead of receiving the Law, God’s people receive the Spirit. Instead of 3,000 men 
being put to death, we read that 3,000 people received new life. Not only this, but Luke even tells 
us that this all happens when “the day of Pentecost had FULLY come.” This Pentecost was 
different. Everything from now on will be different. Moses’ plea in Numbers 11:29 has finally 
come true. 
 
How does knowing that the giving of the Spirit is necessarily tied to Jesus’ death and 
resurrection affect the way you worship? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2 Corinthians 3:17 states, “Where the Spirit of The Lord is there is liberty.”  Liberty means, “free 
unto your greatest joys and no longer shackled by oppression.” The Revolutionary War is a fine 
example of liberty. Through this war, America was liberated from the rule of England. Likewise, 
in the believer, there is a revolution within, a war being waged by the Holy Spirit. This is a war 
to free you from the power of sin, a God-forsaking life, and the lies of this world. This war has 
Christ as its victor, the glory of the Father as its goal, and is waged by the Holy Spirit living 
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within the believer. Look up Exodus 14:14 and write down what you learn about the Lord in 
battle: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Scripture calls the Holy Spirit our “Advocate,” our “Helper,” our “Counselor,” and our “Guide.” 
But there is a lot of confusion and misunderstanding about the Holy Spirit. This confusion and 
misunderstanding of the Holy Spirit often results in the fear of man. We are afraid that we might 
be perceived as “crazy” or “odd.” We are afraid of how “boldly” we might speak to our neighbor 
and lose favor with them. We fear how much control we might lose over our lives and how it 
looks to others.  
 
The goal of this present study is to bring clarity, simplicity and urgency to the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit in your life so that liberation actually happens in you and is not just a pipe dream. 
 
Spend a moment now in prayer, asking God to fill you with the Holy Spirit and to lead you in the 
study of His Word.  
 
 

LIBERTY TO OBEY 
 

John 14:15: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” This command seems difficult, 
if not impossible to obey considering verses like: 
 
Psalm 14:3b: There is none who does good, not even one.  
Romans 3:10: None is righteous, no not one.  
 
So if the goal of the Christian life is loving Jesus, keeping His commandments, and staying 
committed, we are going to need some help. That help must come from the Lord.  
 
Remember the Prophets? They gave us hints as to how this help was to come.  
Ezekiel 36:27: “And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 
careful to obey my rules.” 
 
John 14:16-17: “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.” 
 
The truth of these verses is that you need salvation to be redeemed and you need a Helper to be 
obedient. The Lord provides both salvation and a Helper. 
 
Think about this for a moment, if you are a believer you have the Holy Spirit as your Helper. But 
there is a world of competing “helpers” that want to usurp the Holy Spirit’s role. Ego is one, 
selfishness is one, routine is one, noise is one, and the list goes on and on. Let Him have control. 
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Drown out the noise of false helpers with prayer and the Word, praying that you would yield to 
the Holy Spirit in your life.  
 
Take a moment and write down the “false helpers” in your life that are competing with the Holy 
Spirit. Then pray that the Lord would be magnified in your life over these things. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ephesians 5:18 says, “Do not be drunk with wine but be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  
Our immediate response to this verse is, “don’t get drunk.” OK, check. That seems easy enough.  
But what this verse is really saying is, “Be controlled by the Holy Spirit and do not let anything 
else have control over you.” This is a much more comprehensive command and something that 
can only be accomplished in our lives by submitting to The Lord.  
 
A qualification needs to be made concerning our definition of liberty or freedom. Freedom in 
Christ is not freedom to do whatever we want. That’s freedom in ourselves, which is actually 
bondage! Freedom in Christ means your are free to do what Christ wants. That is true liberty. It 
is the Holy Spirit who leads that change. 
 
So how does it work? To answer this question, let’s see what other liberty the Spirit brings.  
 
 

LIBERTY FROM FEAR 
 

John 14:25-27 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 
your remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid. 
 
Fear is an accelerant for sin.  
•   You fear loneliness so you run to comfort food or drink or lust or narcissism.  
•   You fear you’ll mess up if you share the gospel so you don’t even try.  
•   You fear backlash if you were to share the gospel so you protect yourself and don’t share. 
Hear this: the Spirit is with you, the Spirit teaches you and the Spirit gives peace.  
 
The “peace” that Jesus describes here is Shalom, which is a deep-seated, eternal peace. The best 
peace the world can offer is circumstantial peace or yoga peace. Well, circumstances change and 
the yoga class ends. True peace is only found in Jesus and only he can offer it to you. 
 
The Disciples took Jesus at His Word, put aside their fears, and we should too. Trust in The Lord 
that his plan is better than your plan, His goal for your life is better than your goals, and His 
peace is better than any other kind of peace you might find. 
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Romans 8:6: “The mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.” 
 
What fears in your life keep you from trusting that the peace of God is truly good and truly 
yours? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Part of the Spirit’s work is slicing away what is ungodly and unhelpful within as He makes His 
home in our lives. The Spirit brings liberty from fear and The Spirit brings:  
 
 

LIBERTY IN CONVICTION 
 

John 16:7-11: Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he 
comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning 
sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and 
you will see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
 
Jonathan Edwards was an 18th century theologian, pastor, and writer. One of his writings was 70 
“Resolutions” that he read each week to himself as a sort of weekly check-up on his Christian 
walk. A short but powerful resolution he penned was, “Resolved to not make peace with sin.” 
Not allowing the enemy to have a foothold in your life means you wage war against sin in your 
life and one way in which the Holy Spirit helps you in this battle is by convicting you of sin.  
  
When you feel conviction, you should feel loved by God. It means the Spirit has made his home 
in you and He removes what is unpleasant and leads you in giving glory to God. The Holy Spirit 
loves you enough to discipline you away from what leads to death. That is true liberty. 
  
Look up Hebrews 12:8 and write out the verse below: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As a point of application: we are not to be the moral police, the Holy Spirit is. It is not our job to 
convict people of their sin, only the Holy Spirit can do that. Your best effort of convicting others 
of their sin will only result in guilt and more bondage. Only the Holy Spirit roots out and 
removes sin. He has a prying ministry. He opens people’s hearts and convicts them of sin.  
That is why we are told in Colossians to pray for God to open doors so we may boldly proclaim 
the Gospel of God. Who has ever come to Christ when we say, “Don’t do that, sinner!” It is 
foolish to expect Gospel character from people who have not accepted the Gospel. 
 
People come to Christ when we share Christ with them and God brings conviction.  
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So talk to people about Jesus. This will put you on message with the Holy Spirits’ message. You 
must be sharing the Gospel with your friends, family, neighbors, and coworkers in Spirit and in 
Truth.  
 
 

SESSION 2 
 

LIBERTY IN THE TRUTH 
 

John 16:12-15: “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own 
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to 
come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father 
has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 
 
The Spirit doesn’t bring you junk food. The Spirit reminds you of the Word of God.  He’s 
changing your diet from the things of this world to the things of heaven. Job 20:15 says, “God 
casts sin out of our belly” and Matthew 6:11 tells us to pray for our daily bread from The Lord.  
 
Now, here’s a warning: just because something sounds good doesn’t mean it is good. Many of 
the things that are enticing in this world are presented as being good for us, but their way is the 
way of death. The adulteress woman of Proverbs 5 is a prime example. Read Proverbs 5:1-6 and 
write down what you notice about her description. Then write down what you notice about the 
ultimate end of those who pursue her.  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Satan never pushes liberty, He pushes chains. He just talks like its liberty. Sometimes Satan lies 
in whispers, “Do what you feel in your heart, God put that desire in you so go ahead, you’ll feel better afterward.” But 
when the Spirit leads you, He prompts you with TRUTH. The Holy Spirits’ ministry is what 
verse 14 of John 16 speaks of: to glorify Jesus and for you to follow suit. If what you’re doing 
doesn’t glorify Jesus, the Spirit isn’t behind it. If what you’re hearing or feeling or sensing isn’t 
compatible with Scripture, then the message isn’t coming from the Holy Spirit. You have to 
know the difference. That means you have to be growing in your knowledge of God’s Word and 
its application in your life. This can happen by more Bible reading, more fervent praying, better 
sermon listening, deeper small group discussion, and more intentional witnessing. 
  
John 8:32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 
 
 
The Holy Spirit brings you liberty in the Truth. So, liberty to obey, liberty from fear, liberty in 
conviction, and liberty in the truth… these all contribute to the type of liberty the Holy Spirit 
provides and we’re going to look to 2 Corinthians 3:17-18. 
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LIBERTY IN TRANSFORMATION 

 
2 Corinthians 3:17-18: “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom (liberty). And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the 
Lord who is the Spirit.” 
 
To rise into the new life we have in Christ, we need the Holy Spirit. The Spirit liberates us from 
what we were previously enslaved to so that we can put on our new life in Christ, so we grow 
into the new creations Jesus made us to be. 
 
Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 
 
This brings us full circle to the revolution within. In order to love God and keep His commands, 
we must be transformed by the Holy Spirit. Before you were saved, it was impossible for the 
Holy Spirit to dwell in you. Impossible because your heart was not yet purified by the blood of 
Christ. Your heart was not at all a suitable home for the Holy Spirit. Now, as saved, your heart is 
a suitable home. So, are you hospitable to the Spirit? Are you obeying Him now? Letting Him 
replace faith with your fears? Are you enjoying the conviction He lovingly brings? Are you 
tuned in to the Truth He IS declaring to you? Are you letting Him transform you from the inside 
out?  
 
 
Which of the above questions resonates with you the most? Why? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Through Jesus Christ, you’ve been reborn and it’s the Spirit’s work to raise you.  
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty! Let’s be children of God and walk in the Spirit. 
Let’s ask God to make this real in us! 
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Application Questions 
 

1)   If you are free to do what Christ wants, what do you believe that is? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2)   If it is true that the Spirit gives us peace, what can you do to overcome fear and anxiety in 

your life? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3)   What sin is the Holy Spirit convicting you of in your life right now? Spend some time in 

prayer confessing that sin and turning from it. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4)   What truth is the Holy Spirit revealing to you in this season of your life? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5)   What part of your life is the Spirit trying to transform in you? Are you resisting this 

change? Why or why not? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6)   What do you need to pray for in your life so that you might be more filled with the Spirit 

and more yielding to his will? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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CHURCH 
 

SESSION 1 
 

God has come to Earth as a man to die for the sins of the world and was raised to life so that we 
might give him glory with our ransomed lives. But he did not leave us alone. He promised a 
Comforter, the Holy Spirit and he gave us a type of community like no other. A community 
bound together by the Holy Spirit, united under the headship of Christ, for the purpose of giving 
glory to the Father. The Church is God’s chosen means to carry out the Gospel to the nations for 
His glory. In this chapter we will look at, who the church is and what the church is here to do. 
 
Take a moment to read Acts 11:19-26 and ask the Lord to open your heart to receive his truth 
through the Word.  
 
Up to this point in the Bible, God’s people had been anticipating what it would be like: 
•   to live after Jesus had bruised Satan’s head by His sacrifice on their behalf, 
•   to live with a new heart softened by God Himself, 
•   to be filled with the Spirit of God rather than trying to fill themselves with worldly things, 
•   to be in a community made holy by the Savior’s once-for-all sacrifice and not continual 

cycle of sacrifices,  
•   to be in a community that shares all of these graces from God and can sing songs and hymns 

and spiritual songs to the Lord and one another.  
 
What would this people be called? They’d be called The Church. Why are they called the 
church? “Church” comes from the Greek word Ekklesia, which means “the called-out ones”. 
People, who are called out from sin and saved by grace through faith in Jesus, called out from 
inability to reach God and given Jesus’ ability to take them to God. That’s the church: the saved-
by-Jesus-and-Spirit-filled-possession of God. So what does the church do? Who are we to be?  
Let’s answer this by studying and applying what we see in Acts 11:19-26. 
 
 

THE CHURCH PROCLAIMS JESUS IN THE MIDDLE OF DARKNESS 
 

Acts 11:19-20: Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over 
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one 
except Jews. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch 
spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus.  
 
Some things grow best in the most unlikely circumstances like mushrooms at night or grass on a 
rock. China and Cuba, for instance, are countries where Christians are violently persecuted by 
their governments, but are among the fastest growing Christian populations in the world. The 2nd 
Century Church Father Tertullian once said, “the blood of martyrs is the seed of the church” and 
we see evidence of this truth in the book of Acts. 
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In Acts 7, a strong Christian named Stephen was stoned to death after defending the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. He was the first Christian to be executed and after his death Christians were 
scattered from Jerusalem, and they took the message of Jesus with them everywhere they went.   
 
The disciples went from Jerusalem to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch. Phoenicia included 
Tyre and Sidon, which are two historically anti-God cities that received mighty rebukes in 
Ezekiel 26-29. Cyprus was 100 miles off the coast and had not heard the good news of Jesus 
Christ’s death and resurrection. Antioch was capitol of the Roman province of Syria. Here, 
Christians had no idea how to do ministry among Greek people controlled by Romans in a land, 
which had captured Israel only six centuries before. So what did Christians do in these places? 
Fly under the radar, right? Protect themselves so they could grow in Christ in a safe 
environment? No. They proclaimed Jesus boldly in the middle of darkness. 
 
Darkness has no choice but to flee in the presence of light. The smallest light-source will shine 
the brightest in the darkest room. Jesus preached a parable in Matthew 5 where he taught that we 
are the light of the world and as such we are not to hide ourselves under baskets but rather, we 
are to shine in the dark places. The baskets that might hide our light could be the fear of man, our 
desire to be comfortable, shame over a broken past, or placing other things as higher priorities 
than God.  
 
What “baskets” keep you from boldly proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus in dark places? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
People need the light of Jesus. They think they’ve found a light that lasts but any source other 
than Jesus will eventually wear thin and fade away. It is our mission to illuminate to them the 
glory and wonder of Jesus Christ even when it is difficult, uncomfortable, and scary. Look up 
John 16:33. How does this verse encourage you to boldly proclaim Jesus in dark places? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
John 16:33, “In the world you will have tribulation but take heart, I have overcome world.” 
 
Jesus, after his resurrection gave the disciples what is known as “the Great Commission.” He 
commanded them in Matthew 28:19 to go into all the world and make disciples of all nations. 
Even the scary places. Even the hard places. Especially the dark places. But the Great 
Commission does not end with a command. It ends with a promise. A promise that should 
inspire, encourage, and fire us up! He said in Matthew 28:20, “I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.” Jesus goes with us. In the power of the Holy Spirit we go into the dark places with 
Jesus. This should give us hope and courage to face whatever the world has to throw at us. He is 
with us. 
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It has been said that a missionary is not someone who crosses the seas, but someone who sees the 
Cross. We are not called just to go to other countries, but to be on mission everywhere we go. 
Whether it be at your office, a family cookout, or visiting with friends, we are to be on mission. 
We share the light of Christ with those who don’t know him and those who do. The non-believer 
needs the Gospel just like the believer needs the Gospel. It has the same effect on both; it draws 
them closer to Christ. People in your city need to hear about Christ from your lips and your life.  
People that you know need to be invited and put in your car and brought to church because they 
are starving for the Word, for authentic worship and for uncommon community and whether they 
know it or not, they are starving to serve where impact is deep and eternal. 
 
So where is the dark place or the dark person Jesus might save using you?  
•   Is it your neighbor whom you perceive to be smarter than you?  
•   Is it your family member with whom things would become super awkward?  
•   Is it a foreign place where everything would be new and unknown? 
 
Spend some time in prayer now and ask Jesus to reveal to you those in your life that you could 
share the light of Christ with. Write their names below: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The church proclaims Jesus in the middle of darkness and… 
 
 

SESSION 2 
 

THE CHURCH IS A COMMUNITY OF RESPONDERS 
 

Acts 11:21-24: And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned 
to the Lord. The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 
Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted 
them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, for he was a good man, full of the 
Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord.  
 
The church is a community of responders, responding to God’s hand with us.  
 
Mark 16:18 “The gates of hell will not prevail against the church.” Why will the gates of hell 
not prevail against the church? Because God is with us.  
 
Stop and think about the first phrase of Acts 11:21 for a moment. Of who can this statement be 
made? Only the redeemed can say this! But are we taking advantage of this truth? What does it 
look like in our lives to have “the hand of the Lord with us”?  
 
It looks like a community of responders! Here are 7 responses in these 4 verses:  
1.   Turning to the Lord – Conversion to Christ 
2.   We are glad – Thankfulness for evidences of God’s grace and work among us 
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3.   We exhort – Spurring on and encouraging others in Christ 
4.   We remain faithful – Staying the course of Christ 
5.   Being steadfast in purpose – Live for Jesus all the time, vacation doesn’t apply here 
6.   Being full of the Spirit – Let the Spirit control you, not your feelings or fears or failures 
7.   Being full of faith – Let faith in Christ lead you, step out where someone without Christ 

wouldn’t dare 
 
The result of this responsive community environment is, “a great many are added to the Lord!” 
Here’s a true and trajectory-altering thought: 100 years from now, everyone on the planet will 
wish they had lived more for Jesus and had responded, not retreated. We’re called to “be” the 
church, not just “go” to church. You are programmed because of sin to merely go to church as a 
place or an event and just check-in and check-out. But Scripture says we are the church. You 
can’t escape that. You can’t schedule that. We are that. We are the church.  
 
Which of the 7 responses from this passage do you need to pray to the Lord for an increase in? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
There is nothing more important than your walk with the Lord and your service for Christ. What 
the Lord has done for you has supremely far-reaching implications and life-changing application. 
Here are a few examples:  
•   You have been forgiven everything so you can generously forgive. 
•   You have been reborn so you can radically grow into your new life.  
•   You have been served by Jesus so you can serve the person next to you.  
•   You were unlovable but Christ loved you so you can love all people. 
This Holy-Spirit-filled community demonstrates love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness gentleness and self-control. The church is a community of responders and… 
 
 

THE CHURCH IS A DISTINCTIVE PEOPLE GROWING IN CHRIST 
 

Acts 11:25-26: So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him, he 
brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many 
people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians. 
 
This is making disciples of Jesus: people coming to Christ and growing in Christ. It’s a life-long 
process. There is nothing more important for you, for those around you, and for the fame of Jesus 
than you growing in Christ.  
 
So how does that growth occur? You have to decide to delight in growing up in the faith. Look 
up Colossians 2:6-7 and write the verse out below: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What does this look like practically? You get in God’s Word more regularly. You plant yourself 
in fellowship. You get going with living in a way that requires faith so you see the strength of 
Jesus. You grow in willpower to get up and go and open your mouth and bow your head.  
 
There are seasons in our lives when we are tempted to settle into routine and comfort and 
familiarity. These are the pleasant but deadly snares of the enemy. Challenge yourself to not 
settle back into the fleshly default of sitting. Challenge yourself to not settle back into the verbal 
default of grumbling. The couch and complaining are two of the most alluring places you can be 
and neither serves the Lord. Our flesh says, “stay” but the Spirit says “grow.” The evil one tries 
to deflate us, but God’s hand is with us. Though we are in the darkness, we proclaim the Light. 
These are some of the truths that should spur us on to do the work that the Lord has prepared for 
us. Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” This means that as a Christian, 
God has prepared for you certain and particular work from before the foundation of the world. 
He wants to accomplish his will through this work. Will you get on board and labor for the Lord?  
 
Jesus died to give us life, so let’s die to ourselves so His life may grow within us and in others.  
We are not our own, we are the Lords! We are called out of darkness and into the Light. May the 
Light overtake us and the world. 
 
 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
 

1)   How has your understanding of the Church been affected by this study? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2)   Why do you think you are hesitant to share the light of Christ in dark places? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3)   Knowing that the hand of the Lord is with you, what can you do this week that will 

demonstrate your love for Christ and his church? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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4)   Has what Christ has done for you affected your life in the way it should? Why or Why 
not? 

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5)   How are you being discipled? How are you discipling others? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6)   If you are tempted to sit back and recline through the Christian life, what can you do to 

jumpstart your service to the Lord and his Church? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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RETURN 
 

SESSION 1 
 
This is it. The end of our study and the end of The Story. Christians have a distinct advantage in 
this life because we know how God’s Story ends. We have His Word, which does not leave us 
questioning and wondering, “what’s next?” Rather, He gives us the end of the Story. And the 
ending is the best part of the whole thing. All of Scripture has led up to this moment and our lives 
should point to this moment: the return of Christ. 
 
Everyone likes getting packages. Maybe it’s an unexpected gift. Or something you ordered and 
you know exactly what it is but you still are enamored with cutting through the tape and opening 
the box. We could get a package of packages and be excited! There is a certain package that is 
coming from heaven and it’s coming to everyone on earth. This package is not a thing. It’s a 
person. It’s the return of Jesus Christ and He’s going to bring the glory down with Him. 
We knew Jesus was coming the first time. Everything was pointing to it, remember? The same is 
the case for the second coming. We know what Jesus will do and what He will bring.  
Our prayer is that you would realize that there is no other source more worthy of our hope and 
security and joy than Jesus Christ. Open your Bible to the last chapter, Revelation 22. The scene 
is heaven. The first section of this chapter focuses on a remarkable sentiment that could only be 
made possible by God Himself… 
 
 

WELCOME HOME 
 

Revelation 22:1-5: Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, 
on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each 
month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be 
anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 
worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads and night will be no 
more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 
reign forever and ever. 
 
This is unfamiliar territory for us. Phrases like, “Life is everywhere” and “light is everywhere.” 
This life and light do not mean heartbeats or light bulbs, they mean eternity and glory because 
the source of heaven’s life and light is God Himself.  
 
All of Scripture has been pointing to this… 
•   Genesis 2 and Ezekiel 47 refer to rivers of life, flowing from God.  
•   From Isaiah 34 and Ezekiel 36 we know this water quenches what is dry and cleansing what 

is dirty. 
•   In John 1, Jesus is the “light of the world” breaking into the darkness. 
•   Jesus refers to Himself as the “living water” of John 4 and John 7. 
•   God’s glory is called unapproachable light in 1 Timothy 6 and Revelation 21. 
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How does knowing that the entire Bible has been pointing towards this final event encourage 
you? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This will be the homecoming of your salvation. Jesus will bring back full circle the relationship 
Adam and Eve originally had with God. Jesus will say to you, “Welcome home to the eternal 
presence of God. Welcome home to only light and only life. Welcome home to no more sin, 
sorrow or suffering. To where fruitfulness never ceases, to where everyone around you has been 
healed.”  What a glorious promise! 
 
Heaven is a stark contrast to the death and darkness we now know. This is what the future can 
hold for you. So what should you do now?  
 
 

READY YOURSELF 
 

Revelation 22:6-15: And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, 
the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon 
take place.” “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 
prophecy of this book.” I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard 
and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, but he said 
to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and 
with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” And he said to me, “Do not seal up 
the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. Let the evildoer still do evil, and the 
filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.” “Behold, I am 
coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” Blessed are those who 
wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the 
city by the gates. Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers 
and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 
 
All of Scripture is God breathed and authoritative for our lives. Jesus is jealous for it’s 
preservation in us and in the world. Look up Matthew 24:35 and write the verse out below: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Knowing that the Word of God is living and active and authoritative for us, we can trust that 
Christ’s second coming is a sure thing. The death and resurrection of Christ acted as a down 
payment on all the promises of God. He is coming. Will you be ready? 
 
Jesus preached many parables about how we are to live in these days between His comings. His 
common emphasis was, “Be ready.” Why? Because Jesus likens His return to an unexpected 
thief in the night. It will not be advertised. So don’t spin your wheels following the news and 
trying to measure the signs of the times. Spend your energy growing in Jesus so you will be truly 
ready.  
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What is readiness? Write out what you think “readiness” is below” 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The bible gives us some hints as to what “readiness” is. Look up the following verses and write 
out what each one says about being ready. 
 
Mark 13:5_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mark 13:9_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mark 13:10____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mark 13:13____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mark 13:37____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
God is not a fan of spiritual cruise control. That’s called idleness or being “lukewarm” in 
Scripture. This is a dangerous place for the Christian still in the world to be. God does not 
tolerate sin. He hates it. He doesn’t accept watered-down versions of His Word. God takes sin 
seriously. 
 
Our usual response to this is, “but if He is love, He’ll just save everyone” or “if He is full of 
grace, then He’ll be okay that have made friends with my sin.” These verses in Revelation speak 
directly against our objections. Verse 12 says that Jesus will bring His recompense. Verse 13 
says Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, meaning He is the authority, not you. Verses 14 and 15 say 
there will be a stark contrast between those who are purified and those who are stained. Jesus 
willingly and joyfully died on the cross to pay the penalty of your sin. He rose so that you have 
the power to walk out of your sinful ways and rise into His life. God’s only way to salvation is 
through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus.  
 
Here in these verses, we see vividly that the penalty of sin is death, just like God warned Adam 
and Eve in Genesis 2:17, “Do not eat [the fruit], lest you die.” We have all sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God. The only way to God is through the free gift of His Son Jesus, but you 
have to do something very important… 
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SESSION 2 
 

ACCEPT HIS INVITATION 
 

Revelation 22:16-19: “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the 
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” The Spirit and 
the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty 
come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. I warn everyone who hears the 
words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues 
described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this 
book. 
 
Jesus is being crystal clear about something. The way to Heaven is through Him. He’s adamant 
about people knowing this, and giving people this saving truth is compromised when we don’t 
take His Word seriously. This book from the Lord is an invitation to know Him and be saved.  
 
What word does Jesus repeat three times in verse 17? ____________ 
What does this emphasis on coming to the Lord mean? It means God calls us and we go. It 
means it is an invitation and you respond. It means salvation is by grace alone through faith, not 
your works. All of God’s Word has been making clear that our way to Him is through Jesus.  
 
Read Revelation 3:20 and Luke 17. What do these verses tell us about God’s invitation? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
So take this free gift of forgiveness and reconciliation to your in Jesus Christ. Claim it as your 
own by repenting of your sin and turning to the Lord who forgives. The Christian needs the same 
thing the non-believer needs: the Gospel. This truth has the same effect on both, the Gospel 
draws you nearer to the Lord. 
 
These final two chapters of the Bible emphasize seven different times the truth and 
trustworthiness of the Word of God. How do we respond to that? 
  
 

SAY, “COME LORD JESUS” 
 

Revelation 22:20-21: He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Surely I am coming soon”. His return is certain and John responds in two ways and 
we can learn from his responses. 
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First, he responds to God. He says, “Amen! Come Lord Jesus.” He enthusiastically receives and 
agrees with Christ’s statement of return. We should as well! There is no greater news in this 
world than to know that the Savior of the world is coming again for His Bride, to restore all 
things. Each prayer we pray should end with the last line of Scripture, “Come, Lord Jesus.” 
 
Secondly, he responds to his readers and to us. He says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with 
you all. Amen.” The Bible ends how it began: with grace and truth. God’s grace to create and 
recreate and God’s truth about Jesus is taught and repeated.  
 
Take a moment to honestly reflect over your life right now. Do you believe that when Christ 
returns, what he is bringing is better than what you have right now? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
So why should you long for the return of Jesus? How does God’s abiding grace get you home? 
Because Jesus is going to put you in God’s house with God.  Because He is going to put an end 
to sin and death and Satan. Because He will put you in the place of eternal joy.  
When your life stings with despair, lift your eyes to the heavens that will roll back as Jesus rides 
through the clouds and brings His glory down. When sin seems sweet, redirect your appetite to 
the Ultimate Feast with your Savior and Lord. When life lacks purpose, resolve your will toward 
your purpose from Jesus to love God, love others and spread forgiveness of sins and eternal life 
to every corner of this earth. 
 
When Jesus comes back, the whole world will know it is happening. There are only two possible 
responses. You’ll either cower as dead in your sins or stand as alive under your Savior. What 
will you do that day? Who do you believe today? Will Jesus say to you, “Welcome home”? If so, 
ready yourself today. At this moment, would Jesus say to you, “You’re not one of my own”?  
Does Jesus not call you His own because you’ve yet to surrender your life to Him? Accept the 
invitation and say, “Come, Lord Jesus!” Whether you are a believer or a non-believer, you need 
the Gospel. To remember it. To savor it. To behold it. Respond like John the Baptist did when he 
saw Jesus for the first time, “Behold the Lamb who takes away the sin of the world.” Jesus is 
coming for His Bride and we should be expending every last drop of our energy laboring for His 
harvest and preparing ourselves to receive our Groom. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 
 

APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
 

1)   What aspect of Christ’s return are you most encouraged by? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2)   What can you do to ready yourself for Christ’s return? 
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___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3)   What aspect of “readiness” is lacking the most in your life? What can you do to combat 

this? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4)   How can you remind yourself of Jesus’ invitation to come to Him, every day? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
5)   Do you long for the return of Christ? Why or why not? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6)   What do you need to do today, this week, this month, and this year to prepare yourself 

and those around you for Christ’s return? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

BRIDGING THE GAP 
 

Between the inception of the Church and the return of Christ, we have the Epistles. These 
were letters written by God and man for the purposes of correcting doctrine, rebuking sin, 
encouraging believers, and providing instruction for belief and behavior. These letters are 
gold mines for gospel-saturated teaching. As you go back and read these letters, understand 
that they were written to you just as much as they were written to the churches or Corinth or 
Thessalonica or to Timothy or Titus. They are God’s Word to you and for you. Keep in mind 
the questions we have been asking all along: 1) What do you observe in the text? 2) What 
does this text mean? 3) How can I apply this text to my life? 
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CONCLUSION 
 

You have made it to the end of Cover To Cover! We hope that this Bible study has whet your 
appetite for more of God’s Word and possibly helped you in understanding that the story of the 
Bible is one Story from beginning to end. We have seen that since Genesis, God has been about 
the business of bringing total restoration of all things back to himself by means of His Son the 
Messiah, Jesus.  
 
We had as our governing hermeneutical principle three questions: 1) What do you observe in this 
text? 2) What is the author trying to say? 3) How does this apply to my life?  These questions 
will serve you well as you go back and read the portions of the Bible that we were not able to 
cover in this study. As you continue to read your Bibles, it is crucial to remember that Jesus told 
us that all Scriptures point to and are fulfilled in Him. This is the assumption we should operate 
under whether we are reading Leviticus or Luke, Chronicles or Colossians.  
 
This story is not meant to be hid under a basket or buried under a rock. It is meant to be shared.  
As you grow in your understanding and knowledge of God’s word, remember that this story is 
for everyone. The truths of Scripture and the Gospel of Christ crucified needs to be told to those 
who do not know The Lord as their Savior. Jesus, in John 7:16-17 tells the skeptics, “If anyone’s 
will is to do God’s will, then he will know whether my teaching comes from God or whether I 
am speaking on my own authority.” What, in essence, Jesus is telling us is that knowledge of 
God does not come from acquisition of facts. It comes from obedience. There is truth about the 
Lord that you cannot know if your will is not melted to the Lord’s will. Obedience is the key to 
knowing God.  
 
Please share this study with your friends and family that want to know more about the Bible. 
Walk with them through this study and disciple them. This study can be done in private but it is 
designed to be done as a part of fulfilling the Great Commission so please take this Story to your 
neighbor and the nations.  
	  
	  


