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The Parable of 

the Sower 
Matthew 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:1-15 

Galatians 6:7 
… a man reaps what he sows.  

Jesus was out teaching one day and a crowd gathered so large 
that he had to get into a boat while all the people were on the 

water’s edge listening.  He told them this parable: 
 

“Listen!  A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering 
the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it 
up.  Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  
It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  But when 
the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 

withered because they had no root.  Other seed fell among 
thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they 
did not bear grain.  Still other seed fell on good soil.  It came 
up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or 
even a hundred times” 
 
(Mark 4:3-8). 

 

The people listening knew about farming…they had to because their lives depended on 
it.  They knew that what Jesus was saying about seed and the soil was true.  Any old 

farmer could see the wisdom in the master teacher’s words.  However, he wasn’t talk-

ing about farming at all.  It was just a story to illustrate life in God’s economy.  Jesus 
told parables to allow those who were really seeking to discover the truths of God’s 

kingdom and yet to hide the kingdom from those who were not truly seeking.  When 
the disciples were alone with Jesus , they asked him about the parable.  I think they 
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knew there was something more in Jesus’ words than seed and soil.  
Jesus tells them what the parable means: 

 
“The farmer sows the word.  Some people are like seed along the path, 
where the word is sown.  As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes 
away the word that was sown in them.  Others, like seed sown on rocky 
places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy.  But since they have 
no root, they last only a short time.  When trouble or persecution comes 
because of the word, they quickly fall away.  Still others, like seed sown 

among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life, the 
deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke 
the word, making it unfruitful.  Other, like seed sown on good soil, hear 
the word, accept it, and produce a crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred 
times what was sown” (Mark 4:14-20). 

 

The emphasis is on how the kingdom person accepting the seed: hard, rocky, thorny, 
or good.  The seed represents the word of God—Jesus.  And the soil represents the 

heart. 
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So How is Your Heart? 
 

• Is it hard, where there is no room for the Word of Life? 

• Is it rocky, excited, yet loosing steam when trouble comes? 
• Is it thorny, a really good looking heart, but without any fruit to show for? 

• Is it good, open and willing to accept Jesus and let him produce much fruit? 
 

The decision is yours daily.  How is your heart toward God and his Word? 

1. What are the four kinds of soil?  Hard, rocky, thorny, good 

2. What does the seed represent?  The Word of God 

3. What does the soil represent?  Our hearts 

4. What does the hard soil mean?  That there is no way the seed can make it into 
the heart to be planted.  It is so hard and tough, that Satan easily comes and takes 

the seed away 

5. What does the rocky soil mean?  The Word of God plants in the soil and it quickly 

grows, but because there is not enough room to grow deep roots, the seed quickly 

scorches from persecution that comes and the depth for withstanding hardships is 
non-existent 

6. What does the thorny soil mean?  The Word of God is received and planted and it 
grows deep roots, but the thorns around the plant crowd out any potential fruit… 

things like the “worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for 
other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful” (Mark 4:19) 

7. What does the good soil mean?  The Word of God is planted in uninhibited soil 

and it produces much fruit, which means that their life displays the fruit of the 
kingdom of God because nothing distracts or prevents the growing of the seed and 
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