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Jeremiah 1:8 
Do not be afraid of them, for I am with 

you and will rescue you. 

Jeremiah was a prophet much like Isaiah was.  Both of these prophets wrote significant 
portions of Hebrew Scripture (what we Christians call the Old Testament). 

 

Jeremiah was called to be a prophet for a specific 
purpose : to  wa lk the  southe rn 

kingdom of Judah through judgment and 
into exile.  It was not going to be a 

pleasant assignment.  In fact, Jeremiah 

himself suffered right along side of Israel—
some suffering coming from the leaders of Israel themselves because they did not like 

what Jeremiah was prophesying. 
 

Jeremiah experienced a unique calling by God to be a prophet to His people, Israel: 
 

The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
  before you were born I set you apart; 
 I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
 
“Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.” 

 
But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’  You must go to everyone I send 
you to and say whatever I command you.  Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and 
will rescue you,” declares the LORD. 
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Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “Now, I have 
put my words in your mouth.  See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to 
uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” 
 
The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” 

 
“I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied. 
 
The LORD said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see 
that my word is fulfilled.” 
 

The word of the LORD came to me again: “What do you see?” 
“I see a boiling pot, tilting away from the north,” I answered. 
 
The LORD said to me, “From the north disaster will be poured out on all 
who live in the land.  I am about to summon all the peoples of the 
northern kingdoms,” declares the LORD. 
 

 “Their kings will come and set up their thrones 
  in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem; 
 they will come against all her surrounding walls 
  and against all the towns of Judah. 
 I will pronounce my judgments on my people 
  because of their wickedness in forsaking me, 

 in burning incense to other gods 
  and in worshiping what their hands have made. 
 
“Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you.  Do not be 
terrified by them, or I will terrify you before them.  Today I have made you a fortified city, 
an iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against the whole land—against the kings of Judah, 
its officials, its priests and the people of the land.  They will fight against you but will not 

overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD. 
 
Jeremiah 1:4-19 

Jeremiah knew that he was commanded to speak only what God wanted him to say—
good news or bad news.  Regrettably, most of Jeremiah’s words he conveyed was bad 

news.  The consistent theme throughout Jeremiah is judgment: 1) judgment of the 
northern kingdom, Israel; 2) judgment upon the southern kingdom, Judah; 
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3) judgment against evil kings; 4) judgment against Zedekiah, King of Judah; 5) and 
judgment against a lot of other nations (Egypt, Philistines, Moab, Ammon, Edom, 

Damascus, etc.).  Jeremiah does remind the people who are being judged that true 

repentance stays God’s judgment.  Again, regrettably, the people choose not to repent. 
 

Jeremiah has to undergo some brutal treatment in his 
tenure as God’s prophet.  Men of Anathoth tried to 

assassinate Jeremiah (Jeremiah 11:18-23).  King 

Jehoiakim tried to put Jeremiah to death 
because he was saying that their city will 

eventually be destroyed and desolate (Jeremiah 
26:1-24).  King Zedekiah threw Jeremiah into 

prison because the king thought he was deserting to the 
enemy (Jeremiah 37:1-21).  Jeremiah was lowered into 

the deep mud of a cistern because his message offended 

the officials of the king (Jeremiah 38:1-28). 
 

The Hebrew Scriptures do not tell us how Jeremiah died, 
but Jewish tradition suggests that while living in Egypt, 

Jeremiah is stoned to death. 
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Speaking God’s Word 
Jeremiah was called by God to speak His words whether or not they were popular or 

well received.  Most of Jeremiah’s life, people did not like what he had to say.  He was 

speaking to a bunch of people who were not living the way God wanted them to live, 
and they did not care.  But Jeremiah was faithful to obey God and preach His message 

of judgment and repentance. 
 

While God may not ask you preach judgment and repentance to a bunch of bad people, 

God does ask us as Christians, to live our lives like God wants us to live.  And because 
we follow Jesus, He is our model for how we are to live life. 

 
Endure a Hard Life 

Jeremiah had it rough and sometimes he complained about it.  But he complained to 
the right person—God.  Whenever we are having a tough time, it is okay to let God 

know.  Really?  Yes!  God will help us through those tough times.  It doesn’t mean that 

He’ll always make hard situations go away, but He will guide us through.  Jeremiah was 
honest about his difficulties and you should be too.  Talking with God about how you 

feel will really enable you to get through tough times in your life. 

1. What was Jeremiah’s job?  Prophet 
 

2. What was the first thing God asked if Jeremiah saw? 

The branch of an almond tree 
 

3. What was the second thing God asked if Jeremiah saw? 
A boiling pot, tilting away from the north 

 

4. What things was Jeremiah supposed to say in his job as a prophet? 
Only what God commanded him to say 

 
5. Does God want to use us for good or for evil?  Good 

 
6. Did Jeremiah have a tough job? Why or why not? 

 

7. Why does God ask us to do hard things sometimes? 
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