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April 22, 2012 

Peter’s Miraculous Escape 
from Prison 
Acts 12:1-25 

Colossians 4:2 
Devote yourselves to prayer, 

being watchful and thankful.  

bible verse 
Committing to memory 

story lesson 
Bible story 

Persecution really started to take a more dangerous shape as the story of the “Acts of 
the Apostles” unfolds.  King Herod was getting in on the killing of the followers of Jesus.  

He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword (Acts 12:2).  “When he 

saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also” (Acts 12:3).  Herod 
wanted to have a public trial after the Passover. 

 
Meanwhile, “the church was earnestly praying to God for him” (Acts 12:5). 

 

And this is the account of the miraculous intervention by the forces of heaven: 
 
“The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, 
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains, and sentries stood guard at the 
entrance.  Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared 
and a light shone in the cell.  He struck Peter on the 
side and woke him up.  ‘Quick, get up!’ he said, and 

the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. 
 
“Then the angel said to him, ‘Put on your clothes 
and sandals.’  And Peter did so.  ‘Wrap your cloak 
around you and follow me,’ the angel told him. 
Peter followed him our of he prison, but he had no 

idea that what the angel was doing was really 
happening; he thought he was seeing a vision.  They 
passed the first and second guards and came to the 
iron gate leading to the city.  It opened for them by 
itself, and they went through it.  When they had 
walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel 
left him. 

 
“Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I know 
without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and 
rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from 
everything the Jewish people were anticipating.’” 
       (Acts 12:6-11) 
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Peter then went to the house of Mary, mother of John, where there were people 
gathered to pray.  Peter knocked on the door and a servant girl named Rhoda 

recognized Peter and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!” (Acts 12:14).  But the group did 

not believe her.  She kept insisting, and Peter kept on knocking.  “When they opened 
the door they were astonished.  Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and 

described how the Lord had brought him out of prison” (Acts 12:16-17). 
 

“In the morning, there was no small commotion among soldiers as to what had become 

of Peter.  After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did not find him, he 
cross-examined the guards and ordered that they be executed” (Acts 12:18-19). 

 
In light of the onset of killing disciples, this miraculous escape coordinated by the 

special forces of heaven, gave a significant morale boost for the followers of Jesus.  Not 
that they didn’t want to die for their faith in Jesus, but to spur them on to continue to 

that end, knowing that all of the forces of heaven has got their back. 



 

Main Street Curriculum — © 2012 Hayward Wesleyan Church        69 

Pray Earnestly 
This story give earnest prayer a good name.  Jesus said that prayer is like an incessant 

woman who keeps bringing her case before a wicked judge.  The judge keeps denying 

her complaint, but then she keeps bringing it before him.  Then, eventually, the judge 
gives in and grants her request.  This story models earnest, steadfast, consistent 

prayer to God the Father through Jesus Christ our Lord.  “The prayer of a righteous 
man is powerful and effective” (James 5:16). 

 

And yet, faith is vital even when we don’t see miracles happen at all.  Miracles display 
the power of God over the forces of darkness and seek to encourage and build up the 

body of Christ.  Faith is believing that God is at work even when we can’t see it. 
 

Suffer Well 
I am always amazed at the early church’s enthusiasm when they got to suffer for Jesus.  

Honestly, I don’t share that same enthusiasm.  I want to, but I don’t.  I want God to 

give me comfort, not suffering.  Who wants that?  But the more I read the Bible and 
the more I participate in God’s kind of kingdom, I am convinced that suffering is 

absolutely necessary to be a Jesus follower.  After all, to follow someone means to 
follow them.  And if I remember right, Jesus suffered and died to save the world.  I get 

to follow him in that endeavor as well! 

life application 
Making it real 

coloring sheet 
On the next page 

questions 
remembering 

1. Who joined in on the killing of Christians?  King Herod 
 

2. Who did King Herod kill and who did he seize? 

He killed James and seized Peter 
 

3. Who rescued Peter from jail?  An angel of the Lord 
 

4. What was the servant girl’s name who recognized Peter when no one else 

did?  Rhoda 
 

5. What happened to the guards after the search for Peter turned up empty?  
They were executed 

 
6. How did the church respond to this story?  “But the word of God continued to 

increase and spread” (Acts 12:24) 
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