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May 20, 2012 

Paul’s Third Missionary 
Journey 
Acts 18:23—21:14 

Matthew 4:10 
Worship the Lord your God 

and serve him only. 

bible verse 
Committing to memory 

story lesson 
Bible story 

Paul’s third missionary endeavor gets ever more violent.  His suffering seems to 
increase the longer he is a missionary. 

 

Paul goes to Galatia and Phrygia, “strengthening all the disciples” (Acts 18:23). 
 

Next, Paul enters Ephesus and meets a man named Apollos who “was a learned man 
with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures” (Acts 18:24).  While he was in Ephesus a 

huge riot started because Paul was preaching not to worship other gods and Ephesus 

was the place where the god Diana was worshiped (and marketed).  They made idols 
there and profited off of good and services sold as a result of Ephesus being this unique 

idol-worshiping place.  Paul was disrupting this flow.  The riot nearly killed Paul, but he 
managed to escape. 

 
Then he set out for Macedonia and Greece and Troas, 

where he raised a man who had fallen out of a window 

as Paul had spoke for great length into the night. 
 

Then Paul sailed on a ship bound for Miletus where he 
met with the Ephesian elders and then turned his face 

toward Jerusalem.  On the way to Jerusalem there 

were warnings and prophesies about what would 
happen when Paul arrived in that city. 

 
I’m no missionary journey expert, but it seems on this 

third journey, Paul said a lot of goodbyes.  Why?  Did 
he know what was in store for him in Jerusalem?  Also, 

it seems that Paul was more solidified in his 

relationships with people in the different areas he 
traveled.  He was an authority on the gospel to the 

Gentiles.  Paul was instrumental in bringing the gospel to the ends of the world. 
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Develop Lifelong Friendships 
Paul couldn’t help but share his life with people as he traveled sharing about Jesus.  

“We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of 

God but our lies as well, because you had become so dear to us” (1 Thessalonians 2:8).  
Are you making friends with people who believe in Jesus?  Do these friends encourage 

you?  Do they influence you?  Hopefully, you make lifelong friendships.  Remember, the 
gospel of God is not without a relationship with Jesus.  This divine relationship is a 

model for all human relationships.  Paul modeled this divine relationship well with his 

human ones. 
 

Don’t Be Afraid 
I wonder if Paul wasn’t freaked out from time to time as he encountered very physical 

and often violent opposition.  Even if he was afraid, it doesn’t show in his actions.  He 
kept going head-first into the “lions den” of trouble all around the Mediterranean.  

Maybe we should do that as well.  Perhaps it is possible to be afraid, but in the fear, 

trust God and go head-first! 

life application 
Making it real 

coloring sheet 
On the next page 

questions 
remembering 

1. Who does Paul meet in Ephesus who had a thorough knowledge of the 
Scripture?  Apollos 

 

2. What happened in Ephesus because of what Paul was preaching?  A riot 
 

3. What idol did the people in Ephesus worship and make?  The god Diana 
 

4. Did Paul escape from Ephesus?  Yes 

 
5. What city was Paul heading to at the end of this third missionary journey?  

Jerusalem 
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