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May 27, 2012 

Paul in Jerusalem, the 
Conspiracy, and Paul’s 
Journey to Rome 
Acts 21:15—28:31 

2 Corinthians 6:2 
I tell you, now is the time of God’s 

favor, now is the day of salvation. 

bible verse 
Committing to memory 

story lesson 
Bible story 

Paul arrives in Jerusalem and meets with the apostles.  They encourage Paul to win 
over some of the Jews who are accusing Paul of being soft on the Law of Moses with 

the Gentiles by going to the Temple and purifying himself. 

 
Upon arriving at the Temple, dissenters recognized Paul 

at once and stirred up the whole city and seized him. 
Roman guards had to step in to save Paul’s life.  Paul 

exchanges words with the crowd to convince them of his 

intentions, but it had no affect on the crowd.  They 
wanted his blood.  The Roman commander took him into 

the Roman barracks and was about to have him flogged 
when Paul asked if it was legal to flog a Roman citizen.  

The commander was shocked at Paul’s statement.  A Roman citizen could not be 
flogged in a such a way. 

 

The next day Paul voluntarily went before the 
Sanhedrin unde r the  pro tection o f the 

Roman commander.  Again, Paul’s explanations and 
pleas went unheard.  It caused more of an uproar. 

 

A plot was underway to kill Paul.  The Roman 
commander learned of this assassination conspiracy 

and transferred Paul to another location under cover 
of darkness to Caesarea. 

 
Paul was then tried before Felix, and then Festus, to which he then appealed to Caesar.  

In the meantime, Paul appears before Agrippa who understood the way of the Jews and 

the movement of the followers of Jesus.  Agrippa found no charge against Paul, but 
because Paul had appealed to Caesar, then to Caesar he would go. 
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Paul sails for Rome under guard.  The vessel 
shipwrecks on an island.  Paul is bitten by a 

poisonous snake but does not die. 

He arrives in Rome and preaches while 

under house arrest. 
 

“For two whole years Paul stayed there 

in his own rented house and welcomed 
all who came to see him.  Boldly and 

without hindrance he preached the 
kingdom of God and taught about the 

Lord Jesus Christ”  (Acts 28:30-31). 
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God’s Plan 
Fulfill God’s will no matter the cost.  Paul was heading into a den of lions when he 

returned to Jerusalem and he knew it.  Paul understood what he had to do and he did 

it, no matter what he knew would cost him.  Paul was more interested in what God 
wanted than what he wanted. 

 
When in Rome, Do as the Romans Do 

When Paul returned to Jerusalem from his many travels, he was asked to appease 

Jewish Christians by visiting the Temple.  It seems that some were disconcerted Paul 
had been preaching to the Gentiles, and they felt that he was tainted by their “unclean” 

practices.  Although Paul could speak harshly against this kind of thinking, he decided 
to appease, rather than to argue.  Isn’t it interesting that his obedience to his fellow 

Jews would land him on a path that would lead to standing before Caesar himself. 

life application 
Making it real 

coloring sheet 
On the next page 

questions 
remembering 

1. Where is Paul seized by a crowd?  In the Temple in Jerusalem 
 

2. Who saves Paul’s life?  Roman guards and a Roman commander 

 
3. Why did the Roman commander decide not to flog Paul?  Because Paul told 

him he was a Roman citizen 
 

4. Who did Paul voluntarily go to see?  What group of people?  The Sanhedrin 

 
5. Why was Paul transferred under cover of darkness?  Because their was a 

conspiracy, a plot, to take his life 
 

6. What four kings did Paul come before to be heard?  Felix, Festus, Agrippa, and 
Caesar 

 

7. What happened to Paul on his way to Rome?  There was a storm and a 
shipwreck, and a snake bit him, but he was okay 

 
8. What did Paul do when he got to Rome?  “For two whole years Paul stayed there 

in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him.  Boldly and without 

hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Acts 28:30-31) 
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Paul in Jerusalem, 
the Conspiracy, and Paul’s Journey to Rome 


