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Greatest 

Commandment 
Matthew 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34 

Mark 12:30-31 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart & with all 

your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength…Love your neighbor as yourself.  There is 

no commandment greater than these. 

Jesus had just gotten done debating with the Sadducees about marriage and 
resurrection and stuff. A teacher of the law had heard them debating and noticed that 

Jesus had given a good answer. Thinking he might get another wise answer, this 

teacher of the law decided to ask Jesus a question: “Of all the commandments, which is 
the most important?” (Mark 12:28). 

 
Jesus answered simply: 

 
“The most important one is this: 
 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 
 
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

 
There is no commandment greater than these.” 
 
(Mark 12:29-31) 

 

In one fell swoop, Jesus had just silenced a hot debate during that time period. People 
were dumbfounded. But that was it, the law of God boiled down to one word—LOVE.  

And that love should be directed upward toward the Lord with all that you are and that 

love should be directed outward toward all people. 
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This teaching highlighted the growing divide between various Jewish groups on which 
commandment was the greatest. This question was a popular one in that day. Kind of 

like how abortion, creation vs. evolution, and terrorism are hot topics today. In Jesus’ 

day, there were varying opinions as to what order the commandments should go in. 
Because some of the commandments contradicted some of the others (mainly in prac-

tice, not intent), the debate was on which commandment is the one that supersedes all 
the others in importance. So Jesus answers… 

 

What Jesus answers with is the Shema. It is found in Deuteronomy 6:4-9. The Shema 
was to be recited over and over again as a memory aid to not forget all the things that 

God had done for Israel and was going to continue to do for Israel. Israel had stopped 
reciting the Shema. They lost the context and the ability to see God at work amongst 

them. They lost their sense of mission. In this passage, Jesus is seeking to remind 
them again of their mission: to love God and to love their neighbors. 

 

Neighbors to Jews were horrible. Jews were the most racist people on the face of the 
earth at that time. Everyone was either a Jew or a Gentile. For Jesus to tell the Jews, 

the people of God, to LOVE their neighbor, was a big deal. By the way, in Luke’s 
gospel, this conversation leads Jesus into telling the story of the good Samaritan (a 

most hated neighbor to the Jews). 

 
This is a profound 

mystery, this love 
thing. I mean, God is 

love isn’t He? How can 
we think we could 

ever really love? 

Wouldn’t we be like 
God then? Maybe 

those who risk loving 
end up ge tt ing 

crucified? Maybe the 

only one in the whole 
world who ever dared 

to really love was 
Jesus, God Himself. 

And we killed Him for 
it. That is what we do 

to those who dare to 

love. There have been 
others who have loved 

like God does… and 
we usually hate them, 

or find a way to kill 

them. Remarkable 
isn’t it? 
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Application Question: 
• How do you love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength? 

• How do you love your neighbor as yourself? 

• Who is your neighbor? 
 

Is It Worth Loving God and People? 
It is worth loving God in this world.  For in this world we get to love God by faith and 

hope, seeing what is yet unseen.  It is worth loving other people in this world.  For in 

this world we get to love other people in spite of themselves and thus in spite of 
ourselves.  It is a risk to love people because it will cause you pain and a cross on your 

back.  Whether it is your wife or husband, your children, your parents, your friends, 
your neighbors, your church family, or strangers, if you try to really love, you will be 

persecuted. 

life application 

Making it real 

1. What did the teacher of the law ask Jesus?  Which commandment was the 
greatest, or the most important 

 

2. What did Jesus say was the most important?  To love God with all your heart, 
mind, soul and strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself 

 
3. If you could say the greatest commandment in ONE word, what would that 

ONE word be?  LOVE 

 
4. How do we show our love to God with our all of our heart?  All of our soul?  

All of our mind?  All of our strength? 
 

5. Jesus said to love your neighbor.  Who is your neighbor? 
 

6. What are some ways that you ca show love to your neighbor? 
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