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Dividing the Land and the Story of Caleb 
Joshua 13:8—14:5; 14:6-15 

Psalm 18:39 
You armed me with strength for battle; 

you made my adversaries bow at my feet 

bible verse 
Committing to memory 

story lesson 
Bible story 

And so it was, as the Israelites divided and conquered the land of Canaan, the people of 

the land fell before them as did the city of Jericho, Ai, and the five kings of the 
Amorites.  The strategy was to split the land in two from east to west, thus dividing the 

country, and then they drove north and south and conquered. 
 

As Joshua advanced in years the Lord said to him: “You are very old, and there are still 
very large areas of land still to be taken over” 

(Joshua 13:1).  So Joshua allotted the land of Canaan to the various tribes of Israel— 
12 total.  Two and a half tribes settled east of the Jordan River and the other nine and 

a half settled west of the Jordan River (pretty much in the land that we call Israel to-
day).  Each tribe got their own section of land according to the number of people in 

their tribe.  Their 
continued mandate was to drive out the 

inhabitants completely and conquer the land so as to purge the evil from among them 
(i.e. Deuteronomy 19:19; 21:21).  But as we shall soon see, each tribe failed to accom-

plish their mandate.  The following graphic and the larger one on the next page shows 

how the land was divided  
 

The story of Caleb is a famous one in the book of Joshua.  If you will remember, Caleb 
was one of the two spies with a good report amongst the twelve spies who spied out 

the land (Numbers 13).  But the nation chose to rebel against the Lord and not enter 
the land that was promised.  All of that generation of people wandered the desert until 

all of them died, except for Joshua and Caleb. 
 

Caleb is now 80 some years old and has been waiting for his share in the land that was 
promised.  He goes to Joshua and makes this request: 

 

“You know what the Lord said to Moses the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you and 

me.  I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh Barnea 

to explore the land.  And I brought him back a report according to my convictions, but my 

brothers who went with me make the hearts of the people melt with fear.  I, however, 
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followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly.  So on that day Moses swore to me, 'The land on 

which your feet have walked will be your inheritance and that of your children forever, 

because you have followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly.'  Now then, just as the Lord 

promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five years since the time he said this to Moses, 

while Israel moved about in the desert.  So here I am today, eighty-five years old!  I am 

still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I'm just as vigorous to go out in battle 

now as I was then.  Now give me this hill country that the Lord promised me that day.  You 

yourself heard then that the Anakites were there and their cities were large and fortified, 

but, the Lord helping me, I will drive them out just as he said” (Joshua 14:6-12). 

 

And Caleb did just as he said; he drove them out—giants and all.  The scriptural 
account tell us that he did this with the help of his God.  And because Caleb followed 

God wholeheartedly he was able to conquer the giants in the hill country. 
 

Caleb waited patiently for forty-five years to get his inheritance that was promised. 
Because of the sins of other people it affected Caleb—he had to wait.  But wait he did.  

And when it was time, no matter how old he was, he had the wholehearted devotion to 

follow through and he conquered. 
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Obedience 

You must be careful because one cannot box God into a formula for success.  However, 
Scripture shows us that when one has an obedient heart and follows the Lord 

wholeheartedly, they usually have great success in the endeavors the Lord calls them 
to.  The struggle comes in around the obedience issue.  Because we are human and 

have a bent toward evil, we struggle with obedience toward the Lord.  However, since 
Jesus Christ paid the penalty for our sins against God, we have the ability now to chose 

between good and evil because our hearts have been changed if we believe.  Again, be 
careful how you apply the formula for success, but the Lord definitely smiles upon the 

heart that is fully devoted to him. 
 

Endurance 
The various tribes of Israel did not continue to conquer the land after it was divided.  

For whatever reason, they lacked perseverance and endurance to finish the task they 
were called to do.  As a result of one act of disobedience, usually more disobedience 

ensues.  It also creates an environment of sinfulness, not one of righteousness and 

holiness.  God wants us to faithfully endure and persevere. 

life application 
Making it real 

coloring sheet 
On the next page 

questions 
remembering 

1. Who was Caleb?  One of the original 12 spies  

 
2. Whom did Caleb depend on to win the cities?  Caleb depended on God 

 
3. How do you think God felt about Caleb’s courage? 

 
4. What were the twelve tribes supposed to keep doing?  Drive out the 

inhabitants of the land completely 
 

5. Why didn’t the twelve tribes listen to God and obey God? 
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