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Davidic Covenant 
2 Samuel 7:1-29 

2 Samuel 7:16 
Your house and your kingdom will 

endure forever before me; your throne 
will be established forever. 

bible verse 
Committing to memory 

story lesson 
Bible story 

David had a thought: “Here I am, living in a palace 
of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent” (2 

Samuel 7:2).  David wanted to build a house, not 

more for himself, but a house for God.  David told 
this thought to the prophet Nathan. 

 
That night, the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 

 
“I haven’t dwelt in a house from the day the Israelites became a nation.  Since Egypt, 
through the wilderness, during the conquest, throughout the judges, and the duration of 
Saul’s reign, have I moved around from place to place.  When did I ever ask for a house?  

Remind David of all the things I have done for my people Israel.  I have been with Israel 
wherever they have come and cut off the enemies before them. 
 
“Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth.  And I 
will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home 
of their own and no longer be disturbed… the Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will 

establish a house for you… I will raise up your offspring to succeed you… he is the one who 
will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever… Your 
house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established for 
ever” (2 Samuel 7:9-16). 
 

Nathan told David all that the Lord had said. 
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David could not believe what the Lord was going to do for him.  
Who am I? he said.  Who is my family?  What did I do to 

deserve this honor?  Thank you.  You are awesome, O Lord!  

“There is no one like you, and there is no God but you…  you 
have established your people Israel as your very own forever, 

and you, O Lord, have become their God” (2 Samuel 7:22, 
24).  He reminded God to keep his promise concerning the 

house to be built for the Ark of God.  “Your words are 

trustworthy, and you have promised these good things  to 
your servant” (2 Samuel 7:28). 

 
In theological studies, this interaction with the Lord and David 

is classified as the “Davidic Covenant.”  This is where God 
narrows the scope of his salvific work through the line of 

David. 

 
First it was through the seed of the woman (Genesis 3).  Then through the line of Seth 

(Genesis 5) and through Noah’s son Shem (Genesis 11).  The Lord then chose Abram 
as the father of many nations and that there was going to be a promised son 

(Abrahamic Covenant).  Then it was through Isaac and Jacob.  Of Jacob’s (Israel) 

tribes, Judah was chosen (Genesis 49:8-12).  Out of slavery from Egypt came the 
Mosaic Covenant or Covenant at Sinai, which was basically the constitution of the newly 

formed people of God—Israel.  Then through the judges, lastly Samuel, then King Saul 
who proved to be a disappointment as a representative of God’s people 

 
David then comes onto the scene.  God points out that through David, the one who will 

build a house for my name will come from your descendants.  On the surface this 

appears to be his son Solomon, who was David’s successor and who built a magnificent 
Temple for the Lord.  However, deeper into the plan of God we find that in the opening 

act of the New Testament in 
Matthew, that the Savior of the 

world, Jesus, comes from the royal 

line of David.  It is this “son” who 
will build a “house” for the name of 

the Lord—a dwelling place in the 
hearts of people, not in buildings 

made of stone and gold.  Jesus is the 
“True David”; the “Lion of the tribe 

of Judah”, etc. 

 
The Davidic Covenant is crucial in 

the overall working of God’s kingdom 
plan.  It is God’s interaction and 

covenanting himself with obedient 

human beings to accomplish the 
saving plan. 
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coloring sheet 
On the next page 

Have Big Dreams 
Think big!  David did!  He wanted to build a house for God, but instead got one built for 

him.  Just because it happened to David does not mean it will necessarily happen with 

us.  But dare we to dream big and ask God great things?  Of course!  May we be a 
people who dreams big and accomplishes much through the leading and direction of the 

Lord. 
 

God Keeps His Promises 

I always find it truly fascinating that God makes promises (covenants) with his special 
people.  He surely doesn’t have to do that.  Making a promise means you have to keep 

it.  Making a promise to fallible and subjective humans is a very risky undertaking.  
However, even despite our “breaking promises” tendency, God keeps the promised he 

makes with us.  They are binding on Him, not out of obligation, but out of love. 

life application 
Making it real 

questions 
remembering 

1. What did David want to build for God?  A house… a special place devoted to God 
 

2. Who did David tell that he wanted to build a house for God? 

The prophet Nathan 
 

3. Does God always keep his promises?  Why or why not? 
 

4. Do we always keep our promises?  Why or why not? 
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