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David Spares Saul’s 
Life Twice 
1 Samuel 24:1-22; 26:1-25 

Matthew 5:44 
Love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you. 

bible verse 
Committing to memory 

story lesson 
Bible story 

Since the parting of David and Jonathan and King 
Saul’s previous attempts to kill him, David has been 

traveling about the country as sort of a mercenary-for-

hire (a good kind of mercenary-for-hire).  He has 
gathered around him a collection of unwanted warriors 

and they travel together.  These men are called David’s 
‘Mighty Men.’ 

 

Once, David had to act like a crazy man once to get out 
of a sticky situation (1 Samuel 21:10-15).  Another 

time a faithful priest gave David refuge, but then suffered with his life by the hand of 
Saul for his  ass istance  to  David (1 Samuel 21:1-9; 22:6-23). 

Furthermore, Saul continues to pursue David in order to 
kill him, “but day after day…God did not give David into 

his hands” (1 Samuel 23:14). 

 
Saul was pursuing some renegade Philistines (for he was 

still king of Israel and had to protect the land from these 
historic enemies) while David was holed up in the 

strongholds of En Gedi.  After Saul returned from 

fighting the Philistines, he was told where David was 
hiding.  While Saul was traveling to that location he had 
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to stop off to the side to use the bathroom.  He did this in a cave.  It 
happened to be the very cave in which David and his men were 

hiding.  They were hidden far back in the cave.  David’s men said: 

“This is the day the Lord spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give 
your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish’” 

(1 Samuel 24:4).  David crept forward, unnoticed, and cut off a 
corner of Saul’s robe (which was a really big deal). 

 

Afterward, David was “conscience-stricken” for what he had done.  
He rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul.  David 

stepped out after Saul had left the cave and called out to him: 
 

“My lord the king!  Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you’?  This 

day you have seen with your own eyes how the Lord delivered you into my hands in the 
cave.  Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lift my hand against 
my master, because he is the Lord’s anointed.’  See, my father, look at this piece of your 
robe in my hand!  I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you.  Now understand 
and recognize that I am not guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion.  I have not wronged you, but 
you are hunting me down to take my life.  May the Lord judge between you and me.  And 

may the Lord avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you.  As 
the old saying goes, ‘from evildoers come evil deeds,’ so my hand will not touch you” 
(1 Samuel 24:8-13). 
 

Saul replied like a rebuked child, “Is that your voice, David my 

son?” (1 Samuel 24:16).  And Saul cried. 
 
“You are more righteous than I.  You have treated me well, but I have 

treated you badly…May the Lord reward you well for the way you treated 
me today.  I know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of 
Israel will be established in your hands” (1 Samuel 24:17, 19-20). 
 

David made an oath to Saul saying that he would not wipe out his 

family when he becomes king.  Saul returned home, while David 
and his ‘Mighty Men’ went back to the stronghold of En Gedi. 

 

The story is not over.  Remarkably this 
happens again a couple of chapters later. 

 
Again, Saul is told where David is hiding (it’s 

like he has completely forgotten what 
happened the last time).  King Saul went 

down with some 3,000 men to search for 

David.  They camped “beside the road on the 
hill of Hakilah facing Jeshimon, but David 

stayed in the desert” (1 Samuel 26:3).  
David sent scouts and learned that Saul had 

arrived and where he had camped. 

 
David snuck into the camp with a good friend 

of his, Abishai.  Everyone was asleep.  They 
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snuck right up to where King Saul was laying.  Abishai said to 
David: “Today God has delivered you enemy into your hands.  

Now let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of my 

spear; I won’t strike him twice” (1 Samuel 26:8).  David told 
him no, for “who can lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed and be 

guiltless?  But the Lord forbid that I should lay a hand on the 
Lord’s anointed.  Now get the spear and water jug that are 

near his head, and let’s go” (1 Samuel 26:9, 11). 

 
Once David and Abishai grabbed those two things, they left.  

When they had crossed over to the other side and stood on 
top of a hill, David called out to Abner, Saul’s bodyguard and 

captain, chastising him for not protecting his king.  “What you have done is not good.  
As surely as the Lord lives, you and your men deserve to die, because you did not 

guard your master, the Lord’s anointed.  Look around you.  Where is the king’s spear 

and water jug that were near his head?” (1 Samuel 26:16). 
 

Saul, again, replied in the tone of a rebuked child: “Is that your voice, David my 
son?” (1 Samuel 26:17).  And David asked him the same questions that he asked him 

the last time: Why are you pursuing me?  What have I done?  I am nothing.  I am only 

a flea, a partridge in the mountains (1 Samuel 26:18-20). 
 

“I have sinned.  Come back, David my son.  Because you considered my life  
precious today, I will not try to harm you again.  Surely I have acted like a fool 

and have erred greatly” (1 Samuel 26:21). 
 

“Here is the king’s spear.  The Lord rewards every man for his righteousness 

and faithfulness.  The Lord delivered you into my hands today, but I would 
not lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed.  As surely as I valued your life today, 

so may the Lord value my life and deliver me from all trouble” 
(1 Samuel 26:22-24). 

 

Saul:  “May you be blessed, my son David; you will do great things and surely 
triumph” (1 Samuel 26:25). 

 
 

David left on his way, and Saul, again, went home. 
 

 

Remember, there are always things in the text that we do not understand because we 
did not live during that time period.  We can determine much from textual clues and 

cultural traditions that are revealed in the text and scattered historical documents.  But 
there is a void that is always being skirted about.  I.e. Why was tearing a robe so bad 

then?  Or, if the Lord delivered Saul into David’s hand like his friends told him, why 

didn’t he just end it?  After all David was also the Lord’s anointed. 

Saul 

David 

Saul 
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Be Ye Transformed 
Put yourself in the shoes of Saul.  You are almost killed.  Your enemy had the chance to 

kill you and he chose not to take the opportunity.  You would think that that person 

would be eternally grateful, and for a time, Saul was 
extremely grateful.  But for some reason, that did not 

last long.  He forgot that his so-called enemy had spared 
his life one time.  And so he pursued David again, only 

to be spared a second time. Remarkable.  It is 

interesting to note Saul’s reaction each time—he is 
extremely sorry and repentant.  But that attitude does 

not last long.  We are all like that I think.  We are sorry 
when we get caught.  We are repentant when our sinful 

actions are revealed.  But it does not last long.  We 
repeat our actions like nothing had ever happened before.  We would say that our 

actions are not near as serious as that of Saul.  And we would be right.  But 

nonetheless, our actions still render the problem to be as serious as Saul’s.  He was in 
all actuality, unrepentant.  He failed to follow through on his intended transformation.  

And so we, in all actuality, are unrepentant.  We fail to follow through on our intended 
transformation. 

 

The disease is rampant.  We all suffer from it.  But thanks be to God, in Christ Jesus, 
that there is a cure for our disease.  But even though there is a cure, we can fail to 

apply it.  Yes, we can be transformed, or saved, from judgment.  But does that 
salvation transfer over to our lives.  We must live like we are saved, transformed.  So it 

is up to you. 
 

What will you choose each and every day? Will you choose to repeat the same mistakes 

over and over again? Or will you break the cycle of sin and unrepentance, by applying 
Jesus Christ to your life and begin the difficult road of transformation? 

 
It is up to you. 

 

Learn from your mistakes 
Part of Saul’s problem is that he did not learn from his mistakes.  He was plagued by 

making foolish and rash decisions over and over again.  None of them made much 
sense.  As readers, we wonder what was wrong with him, but we are guilty of the same 

thing.  It is easy to casually read this troubling account, but walk away from it 
unchanged.  We need to learn from Saul’s issues.  Learn from your mistakes.  We are 

all capable of making poor choices and we do.  Good sense would say, don’t make the 

same mistake twice.  But we do.  Let’s learn to learn from our mistakes and become 
wise.  Ask the Lord for wisdom to look beyond ourselves and our selfish wants and 

desires.  We will gain incredible wisdom and maturity. 

life application 
Making it real 
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coloring sheet 
On the next page 

questions 
remembering 

1. Why was Saul jealous of David?  Because David was very successful at 
everything he did. 

 

2. Why did David have to hide from Saul?  He knew that Saul was trying to kill him 
 

3. Who pulled out a spear to kill Saul?  Abishai 
 

4. What did David take from Saul?  The spear and the water jug that were close to 

Saul’s head. 
 

5. What did Saul realize the next day?  That David could have killed him 
 

6. How should we treat people who are mean to us? 
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