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David: A Census & 
A Threshold 
2 Samuel 24:1-17 

2 Samuel 24:14 
Let us fall into the hands of the Lord, 

for his mercy is great... 

bible verse 
Committing to memory 

story lesson 
Bible story 

For some unknown reason, “the anger of the Lord 
burned against Israel, and he incited David 

against them, saying, ‘Go and take a census of 

Israel and Judah’” (2 Samuel 24:1).  So the king 
instructed his commanders to go throughout the 

land and count the troops.  Joab replied with 
much trepidation, “why does my lord the king 

want to do such a thing?” (2 Samuel 24:3).  But 

the king’s orders overruled Joab’s shakiness on 
the issue. 

 
And so the census was undertaken.  “After they had gone through the entire land, they 

came back to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days” (2 Samuel 24:8).  
The count was: Israel had 800,000 able-bodied men and Judah had 500,000.  Then all 

of a sudden, David was conscience-stricken.  He suddenly realized that he had erred 

greatly in the sight of the Lord.  “Now, O Lord, I beg you, take away the guilt of your 
servant.  I have done a very foolish thing” (2 Samuel 24:10). 

 
The next morning the Lord sent a prophet named Gad to David giving him three options 

of consequences to choose from: 
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1) three years of famine… or 
2) three months of fleeing from your enemies while they pursue you… or 

3) three days of plague in your land. 

 
David chose the plague. 

 
”So the LORD sent a plague on Israel from that morning until the 
end of the time designated, and seventy thousand of the people 
from Dan to Beersheba died.  When the angel stretched out his 
hand to destroy Jerusalem, the LORD was grieved because of the 

calamity and said to the angel who was afflicting the people, ‘Enough! Withdraw your 
hand.’ The angel of the LORD was then at the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.  
When David saw the angel who was striking down the people, he said to the LORD , ‘I am 
the one who has sinned and done wrong. These are but sheep. What have they done? Let 
your hand fall upon me and my family’” (2 Samuel 24:15-17). 
 

Gad also heard from the Lord to tell David to build an altar to the Lord on the 

threshing floor that the angel stopped on—Araunah the Jebusite.  After negotiating 

purchasing terms, David bought Araunah’s threshing floor and built an altar to the 
Lord there.  “Then the Lord answered prayer in behalf of the land, and the plague 

on Israel was stopped” (2 Samuel 24:25). 
 

The beginning verse which frames this story puzzles me.  It says: 
 
“Again the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and he incited David against them, 
saying, ‘Go and take a census of Israel and Judah’” (2 Samuel 24:1). 
 

Okay, so this tells me that it was Israel who was sinning and causing the anger of the 

Lord to stir.  The Lord used David and a wrong thing that he did to bring about 
calamity.  It was not David necessarily.  And yet, as the representative of God’s people 

to God, its leader, David had responsibilities to lead and direct and point them to the 

Lord.  Was he doing this?  If the preceding 20 chapters are any indication, then David 
was falling off the wagon and not leading the people of Israel well.  He was failing at 

being the representative for the people.  Interesting… is this because he couldn’t truly 
be their representative? 

 
Maybe there was one coming who could? 

Maybe David with a capital “D”? 

 
Apparently this was very much a prideful thing to do – to count one’s army.  King David 

wanted to know what kind of resources he had with no war in sight. 



 

Main Street Curriculum — © 2010-2011 Hayward Wesleyan Church        150 

questions 
remembering 

1. What did David do that was not good?  He counted the people 
 

2. Of the three choices for punishment, what did David choose?  Option 3 — 

three days of plagues in your land 
 

3. Where did David build an altar?  On a the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite 
 

4. What does God want people to see in us (his special people)? 

Moral of the Story 
For some reason the Lord’s anger was stirred.  We do not know specifically why, other 

than it was stirred.  He used David and a sinful action to bring about calamity.  Maybe 

the Lord uses us in each other’s lives to teach and instruct us in His ways.  Maybe we 
are people who are used in His hands.  Maybe we are the clay and He is the Potter.  

Maybe we are the representatives of God in this world today.  Maybe we are little 
reflections of Jesus and His love to hurting people in this dying world.  Maybe we are 

the money that makes God’s economy work.  Maybe we are the pieces of the puzzle 

that make sense to a world who is struggling for meaning in life. 
 

Maybe, as followers of Jesus Christ, we can be used of God to bring about His purposes 
and plans in this world and show the world what God is really like! 

life application 
Making it real 

coloring sheet 
On the next page 
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