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April 15, 2012 

Cornelius and Peter 
Acts 10:1—11:18 

Acts 10:34 
God does not show favoritism. 

bible verse 
Committing to memory 

story lesson 
Bible story 

Cornelius was a God-fearing Gentile (non-Jew), a centurion in the Italian Regiment, and 
a resident of Caesarea.  “He gave generously to those in need and prayed to God 

regularly” (Acts 10:2).  One day he had a vision with a very distinct angel telling him to 

send some men to pick up a man named Simon Peter. 
 

Meanwhile, around noon on the following day, Peter had gone up on the roof to pray.  
He was hungry, wanted something to eat, and was waiting for it to be prepared. 

During the preparation he fell into a trance. 

 
“He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its 
four corners.  It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth 
and birds of the air. 

 
“Then a voice told him, ‘Get up, Peter.  Kill and eat.’ 
 
“‘Surely not, Lord!’ Peter replied.  ‘I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.’ 
 
“The voice spoke to him a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has made 

clean.’ 
 
“This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven.” 
 
(Acts 10:11-16) 

 

While Peter was wondering what the vision meant, the men that Cornelius sent arrived 
to summon him.  “The Spirit said to [Peter], ‘Simon, three men are looking for you.  So 

get up and go downstairs.  Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent them” (Acts 

10:19-20).  And so, after a nights stay, Peter and company departed for the house of 
Cornelius. 

 
Peter met Cornelius and informed him that it was against their law for a Jew to 

associate with a Gentile, but the Lord has just revealed that he shouldn’t call anything 

impure or unclean, so he came.  Cornelius relayed the vision of the angel telling him to 
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fetch Peter and thanked him for coming. 
 

Peter then began to preach.  He talked about how God does not show favoritism and 

accepts men from every nation.  Peter told about the events of the life of Jesus and 
how that he and his fellow disciples were witnesses and proclaimers of those events. 

 
“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the 

message.  The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles… 
 
“Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water?  They 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.’  So he ordered that they be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ.” 
 

(Acts 10:44-45, 47-48) 

 
After this amazing revelation and 

transformation in the life of Cornelius, his 

household, and also those in Peter’s life (the 
circumcised believers in Jerusalem), upon 

hearing the story, criticized Peter for going 
into the house of uncircumcised men and 

eating with them.  Peter then had to explain 
his actions and walk them through their own 

personal transformation.  “When they heard 

this, they had no further objections and 
praised God saying, ‘So then, God has 

granted even the Gentiles repentance unto 
life” (Acts 11:18). 

 

God is breaking down the Jews prejudice… even the prejudice of the disciples.  The 
Gospel is not just a Jewish Gospel.  It is a world-wide Gospel that has application and 

meaning and truth for all cultures. 



 

Main Street Curriculum — © 2012 Hayward Wesleyan Church        62 

Keep Your Heart Open 
Both characters in this story were wide open to God speaking to their hearts.  Cornelius 

with the vision to go get Peter and obeying it.  And Peter with the vision of eating 

“unclean” animals and in the company of Gentiles and obeying its message.  Is your 
heart open to what God wants to tell you? 

 
There Are Good People in this World 

People that have never heard about Jesus are not all “heathens” or “pagans.”  There 

are genuinely good people in this world.  Cornelius was evidence of a good man who 
took care of his people and prayed.  As Jesus followers we need to be careful how we 

label people who are not “in” yet (i.e. “non-believers”). 
 

Prejudice 
Be careful of your prejudice.  Most of us never pre-judge on purpose.  It is the 

inherent, unnoticed prejudice that is hinder-some to the Good News of Jesus to all the 

world.  As Jesus people, we really need to let God judge and purge our “prejudice.” 

life application 
Making it real 

coloring sheet 
On the next page 

questions 
remembering 

1. Who was a “God-fearing Gentile”?  Cornelius 
 

2. What was Cornelius’ job?  He was a centurion in the Italian Regiment 

 
3. Who told Cornelius to have Simon Peter picked up?  A very distinct angel in a 

vision 
 

4. When Peter had gone up on to his roof to pray, what did he see?  A vision of 

a large sheet with four-footed animals and reptiles and birds and a voice saying to 
kill and eat and that it was okay to do it for a Jew 

 
5. What did Peter do when he arrived at Cornelius’ home?  He preached about 

Jesus 
 

6. What happened when Peter preached about Jesus?  The Holy Spirit came and 

the people were baptized 
 

7. Who criticized Peter for eating with Gentiles?  Circumcised believers and 
Peter’s household 
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