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Conspiracy of 
Absalom 
2 Samuel 13:1—19:8 

Exodus 20:12 
Honor your father and mother, so that 

you will live long in the land the Lord 
your God is giving you. 

bible verse 
Committing to memory 

story lesson 
Bible story 

Following the disappointment of David’s adulterous 
sin with Bathsheba and its subsequent consequences, 

the prophet Nathan told David that “trouble” would 

never leave his house.  For the remainder of David’s 
life, there was trouble with his children and they did 

some very heinous things. 
 

David’s son, Amnon, ended up raping his half sister, Tamar (which was Absalom’s full 

sister – they had the same mom).  “When King David heard all this, he was furious.  
Absalom never said a word to Amnon, either good or bad; he hated Amnon because he 

had disgraced his sister Tamar” (2 Samuel 13:21-22).  The most amazing thing about 
this whole affair was the fact that David did nothing to Amnon for the wicked thing he 

had done – especially within his own family.  But Absalom did not forget. 
 

About two years later, Absalom was doing some sheep-shearing.  He 

asked his dad, King David, if he would like to come.  David declined.  
Absalom asked if his brother Amnon could come, and David 

eventually gave him his blessing.  Meanwhile, “Absalom ordered his 
troops, ‘Listen!  When Amnon is in high spirits from drinking wine 

and I say to you, “Strike Amnon down,” then kill him.  Don’t be 

afraid.  Have not I given you this order?  Be strong and brave’” (2 
Samuel 13:28).  Therefore, Absalom had Amnon killed.  A servant 

February 20, 2011 



 

Main Street Curriculum — © 2010-2011 Hayward Wesleyan Church        141 

ran ahead and told the David that all of the king’s sons had been killed.  David fell to 
the ground and wept.  But then a more precise report came that clarified that just 

Amnon was killed.  Absalom fled the country, “and the spirit of the king longed to go to 

Absalom…” (2 Samuel 13:39). 
 

Three years later, Joab, the commander of David’s army, was trying to find a way to 
bring back Absalom.  Joab and Absalom were pretty good friends and Joab knew that in 

the king’s heart he longed for his son to return.  So Joab set forward a plan.  A woman 

came in asking for help in a particular matter.  This woman really 
caught the heart of King David, but it was just a ruse to get David to 

let his son, Absalom back into the kingdom (therefore, forgiving him).  
It worked.  And the king even figured out that Joab was behind it.  

David instructed Joab to bring the young man Absalom back into 
Jerusalem, but he was not to see the face of the King.  Absalom was 

brought back and he lived in Jerusalem.  “In all Israel there was not a 

man so highly praised for his handsome appearance as Absalom.  From the top of his 
head to the sole of his foot there was no blemish in him” (2 Samuel 14:25).  People 

were drawn to Absalom because of his wonderfully attractive appearance.  Finally after 
a couple of years being back, through a series of intentional 

circumstances, the king allowed Absalom to come into his 

presence. 
 

And then the conspiracy begins… 
 

Absalom began to grow in pride and in skill.  His strategy in 
taking over the kingdom was brilliant: 

 
“He would get up early and stand by the side of the road leading to the city gate.  
Whenever anyone came with a complaint to be placed before the king for a decision, 

Absalom would call out to him, ‘What town are you from?’  He would answer, ‘Your servant 
is from one of the tribes of Israel.’  Then Absalom would say to him, ‘Look, your claims are 
valid and proper, but there is no representative of the king to hear you.’  And Absalom 
would add, ‘If only I were appointed judge in the land!  Then everyone who has a 
complaint or case could come to me and I would see that he gets justice.’  Also, whenever 
anyone approached him to bow down before him, Absalom would reach out his hand, take 
hold of him and kiss him.  Absalom behaved in this way toward all the Israelites who came 

to the king asking for justice, and so he stole the hearts of the men of Israel” 
 
(2 Samuel 15:2-6). 
 

At the end of four years, Absalom acted on his treacherous plan.  

He asked David’s permission to go to Hebron (that is where kings 
are crowned in Israel), which he did, and then sent out word to 

proclaim to the land that Absalom was crowned king in 

Hebron.  This would surely upset the balance of power in 
Jerusalem in Absalom’s favor because he had stolen the hearts of 

Israel.  Sure enough, King David ended up fleeing for his life in 
the direction of the desert.  Many valiant men surrounded David 

as he fled.  And Absalom set up his rule in Jerusalem. 
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Bad things begin to happen though during Absalom’s short reign as 
a “Stolen King.”  His advisors Hushai (who is a secret agent of 

David’s) and Ahithopel (who is really loyal to Absalom) began to 

disagree on policies.  First, Absalom followed Ahithopel’s advice, but 
then wavers and begin to trust Hushai’s advice.  “Absalom and all 

the men of Israel said, ‘The advice of Hushai the Arkite is better 
than that of Ahithopel.’  For the Lord had determined to frustrate 

the good advice of Ahithopel in order to bring disaster on 

Absalom” (2 Samuel 17:14).  Secretly, Hushai sent two spies to tell 
David what wasmgoing to happen.  Absalom’s people saw the spies leave and tried to 

chase them, but they had no luck. 
 

King David mustered the troops and prepared to go with them, but 
Joab stopped David and told him that he could not go to battle 

because he was who they were fighting for.  David complied, and he 

forwarded a message on to the troops: “Be gentle with the young 
man Absalom for my sake” (2 Samuel 18:5).  The men heard this.  

There was a great battle.  Absalom, as he was riding into battle, got 
his head stuck in a tree and “he was left hanging in midair, while the 

mule he was riding kept on going” (2 Samuel 18:9).  Someone from 

David’s army saw this and informed Joab.  Joab was furious that this person did not 
strike down Absalom when he saw him, but the person told Joab was he had heard 

David tell his troops and being gentle on him. 
 
“Joab said, ‘I’m not going to wait like this for you.’  So he took three javelins in his hand 

and plunged them into Absalom’s heart while Absalom was still alive in the oak tree.  And 
ten of Joab’s armor-bearers surrounded Absalom, struck him and killed him” 
(2 Samuel 18:14-15). 
 

Joab then sounded the trumpet that Absalom was dead, and all 

the Israelites fled to their homes.  Two men ran and told David 
the news of victory and of the death of Absalom.  David “was 

shaken…he went up to the room over the gateway and wept.  As 

he went, he said: ‘O my son Absalom!  My son, my son Absalom!  
If only I had died instead of you – O Absalom, my son, my 

son!’” (2 Samuel 18:33). 
 

Joab was told of the king’s condition and he was furious.  They 
had won the battle, but their king was weeping over his rebellious 

son.  Joab met with the king: 
 
“Today you have humiliated all your men, who have just saved your life and the lives of 
your sons and daughters and the lives of your wives and concubines.  You love those who 
hate you and hate those who love you.  You have made it clear today that the 
commanders and their men mean nothing to you.  I see that you would be pleased if 
Absalom were alive today and all of us were dead.  Now go out and encourage your men.  

I swear by the Lord that if you don’t go out, not a man will be left with you by nightfall.  
This will be worse for you than all the calamities that have come upon you” (2 Samuel 
18:5-7). 
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King David went out and sat before his people.  He was restored to his place in the 
capitol, Jerusalem.  Thus the conspiracy of his young son, the beautiful Absalom, was 

over. 

 
There are many things to comment on this story.  First, it is a wild one!  Can you 

imagine what Absalom had to go through?  With what happened to his sister and then 
killing his brother, to being banished from your dad, to being brought back and 

restored, then to thinking that you could take over the anointed king, your own dad?  

Wild!  Second, why didn’t David do much in this story?  He seems incredibly passive 
and without reaction.  He does not punish Amnon for his wickedness, nor did he deal at 

all strategically with Absalom.  Third, we have another tale of lying to protect people 
from harm (2 Samuel 17:17-22).  Fourth, Joab directly disobeyed David’s command not 

to harm his son.  Then, fifth, Joab lectures the king on proper etiquette in handling the 
victory with the troops.  Joab tells David how to act over the loss of his son, whom he 

killed.  Fascinating. 

 
What a wild story!  Why is this in the canon of Scripture?  Just for historical reasons?  

Possibly.  Maybe it is to remind us that with sin comes consequences.  We just came off 
of the greatest sin that David committed with Bathsheba and the killing of her husband.  

Maybe this story displays the fallout from actions that are sinful. 
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Honoring your parents 
Obviously this story points us toward honoring our parents.  The Bible is extremely 

clear on the application of this command.  Children must obey their parents and learn 

from them.  Our parents are not out to get us, but to provide us a way to know Him, to 
grow up and learn how to live, and to be ready to raise our own families.  With this 

command comes a promise: that the obedient will live a long life on this earth. 

life application 
Making it real 

coloring sheet 
On the next page 

questions 
remembering 

1. What did Absalom do to his brother Amnon?  He had him killed 
 

2. What did David do to Absalom when he found out about the killing?  Nothing 

 
3. Where did Absalom go after he killed his brother?  Don’t know… the Bible says 

he fled the country 
 

4. After three years, Absalom came back.  What did he try to do?  Take over the 

kingdom from his dad, King David 
 

5. Did David want his son Absalom killed?  No 
 

6. Who eventually killed Absalom without David’s permission?  Joab 
 

7. Why didn’t David discipline his sons, Amnon and Absalom? 
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