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Call of Samuel 
1 Samuel 3:1—4:1 

1 Samuel 3:9 
Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. 

bible verse 
Committing to memory 

story lesson 
Bible story 

“…the boy ministered before the Lord under Eli the priest” (1 Samuel 2:11). 

 
“Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lord” (1 Samuel 2:21). 

 
“And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord and 

men” (1 Samuel 2:26). 
 

“The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli” (1 Samuel 3:1). 
 

And so begins the tale of the man Samuel—one who was favored by the Lord and given 
the unique role as a prophet to the nation of Israel.  He was born quite uniquely and 

had a very unique role to play in the world of his time.  And although young Samuel 
ministered before the Lord with Eli, he “did not yet know the Lord, [for] the word of the 

Lord had not yet been revealed to him” (1 Samuel 3:7). 
 

Knowing the Lord happened for Samuel during the one special night.  Eli could barely 

see because his eyes were becoming weaker and weaker and Samuel was lying down in 
the temple of the Lord, that the Lord revealed himself to Samuel.  Samuel heard a 

voice call his name.  The boy, thinking it was the priest, ran to Eli and said: “here am 
I.”  Eli told him that he had not called his name and sent him back to bed.  A second 

time Samuel heard someone call his name, and a second time ran to Eli thinking it was 
him.  No, indeed it was not, Eli told Samuel, and sent him back to bed.  A third time the 

Lord called to Samuel and Samuel reported to Eli. 
 

“Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy.  So Eli told Samuel, ‘Go and lie down, 

and if he calls you, say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”’  So Samuel went and 

lay down in his place” (1 Samuel 3:8-9). 

 

And the Lord called to him as he had done the other times, and Samuel responded in 
the way Eli told him to. 

 



 

Main Street Curriculum — © 2007 Hayward Wesleyan Church        152 

And the Lord revealed things to Samuel…things that would “make the ears of everyone 

who hears of it tingle” (1 Samuel 3:11).  Judgment.  Judgment against the house of Eli 
for his wicked sons’ behavior (next week’s lesson) because Eli failed to stop what they 

were doing.  Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the vision the Lord had given him because it 
had to do with Eli and his family.  Eli told Samuel to tell him regardless of what the 

message might be.  And so Samuel told him, and Eli responded, “He is the Lord; let 
him do what is good in his eyes” (1 Samuel 3:18). 

 

“The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his words fall to the ground.  

And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of 

the Lord.  The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel 

through his word.  And Samuel’s word came to all Israel” (1 Samuel 3:19 – 4:1). 

 

So begins the call of the Lord on Samuel’s life and his obedience to His word. 

 
 

Eyes are an interesting theme throughout Scripture.  If one follows this theme through, 

he/she will discover wild connections all over the place.  In this particular case, Eli has 
weak eyes—possibly because he has let his two sons fornicate the nation of Israel 

without stopping them at all, and he has forfeited his right to “see.”  Furthermore, in 
the vision the Lord gave to Samuel spoke words of judgment to Eli and his house.  In 

response to what Samuel told him that the Lord had said, Eli said let him do what is 
good in his “eyes.”  Obviously, the Lord can “see” and Eli cannot because his “sight” 

has faltered. 
 

In addition to this particular occurrence, let me direct your attention to a couple other 
places of “eye” mention.  If you will remember, the patriarch Jacob, in the latter years 

of his life, had failing “eyes” and he could hardly “see” (Genesis 48:10-22).  Joseph 
brought his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, before Jacob (otherwise known as, 

Israel), and asked him to bless them.  Jacob ended up giving the wrong blessing to the 
wrong child because of his failing “eyes.”  However, he had God-sight, because he 

accurately blessed the “right” child, even though physical sight showed he had blessed 

the wrong child.  This happened with Isaac and his two sons, Jacob and Esau as well.  
Because of Isaac’s “failing sight” Jacob was able to trick Isaac into getting the blessing 

instead of Esau.  Interesting, eh?  Makes you wonder what to make of the verse: “So 
we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). 
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Listening to God 

Samuel listened as soon as he knew who was speaking, and he took to heart what it 
was that God said.  Do you take the time to listen to God?  Do you believe what God 

says when he speaks?  What does he say to you?  What God said to Samuel really 
affected his whole life… Does it affect yours? 

 
Be careful of judgment, and remember to forgive 

When we do something wrong it affects our relationship with other people and our 
relationship with God.  Consequences result from this wrongdoing.  Now our 

consequences are usually taken care of by reconciliation and forgiveness, but when an 
issue is not dealt with, judgment ensues.  As in the case with Eli and his house, it was 

not taken care and it was allowed to fester and become a serious problem—because it 
affected the whole nation of Israel.  So remember to forgive.  And remember who is the 

ultimate forgiver—Jesus. 

life application 
Making it real 

coloring sheet 
On the next page 

questions 
remembering 

1. Who did Samuel minister with before the Lord at Shiloh?  Eli the priest 

 
2. Who was really calling to Samuel at night?  The Lord 

 
3. What did the Lord want to tell Samuel?  That the Lord was going to pass 

judgment on Eli and his sons for their wickedness 
 

4. What kind of person did Samuel become for the Lord?  A prophet 
 

5. Do you know any current prophets today? 
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