Coll OF Abrohom

Genesis 12:1—14:24

bible verse

: COMMITTING TO MEMORY

naywweaned wesleyan  sundavs & 940

Genesis 12:2 October 18, 2009
I will make you into a great nation and I

will bless you; I will make your name

great, and you will be a blessing.

story lesson

BlIBLE STORY

Up to this point in the story of Genesis, the Lord God has been dealing with mankind on
a global, worldwide scale. Chapter 12 is the tuming point in the story. It signhals the
end of the prologue (an introduction of sorts) to the story and focuses on a person.
And so begins the story of God interacting with a certain group of people for the sake of
the world.

“The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people and your father’s
household and go to the land I will show you.

‘I will make you into a great nation
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.’

“So Abram left, as the Lord had told him...” (Genesis 12:1-4).

Abram’s father, Terah, had already moved his family from Ur of the Chaldeans,
journeyed up the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers and settled in Haran. When the Lord
called upon Abram to follow Him, Abram picked up and moved his family south—into
“the land that I will show you,” the land of Canaan (see map on next page).
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When Abram, his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot arrived at “the site of the great tree of
Moreh at Shechem” (Genesis 12:6), then pitched his tent “toward the hills east of
Bethel” (Genesis 12:8), and “there he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name

of the Lord” (Genesis 12:8).

God zeroed in on one person, Abram, through whom He would make into a great nation
and bless in order to be a blessing to all the peoples of the earth. The Lord had a
specific purpose and a plan for the redemption of mankind—who is ensnared in sin and
death—and it included this man named Abram. Abram, later renamed Abraham,
becomes the father of the Hebrews, a patriarch of Israel (see a chart of the

“descendants of Abraham on the next page).
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Descendants af Abraham

Family of Abiaham

Saral Abram K.oiurahk Hezngue

il facighigrnd b [ETTETH I
win sy 21 CinwAsis 16 1-16R

: [ I | .
Loy ! -
Ir'lr v J—_h 1-‘_ e
A S S5%8 £
ARNEY e, _I = SR e .
[PE P dakshan Midian Frm <ri'mr FakiFnas
LinmrnIs Cenesiz =k drmn R TR
i au 1515
i
]
1
'
i £
' o) B e BT i :ie#ﬁh" B SR R
1 =1 e . h - '11.. r'+ ' 5 PR R - f-?"
: v T oA e AREARALE A R A Sl 5y
1 Toar: Fioes T'-'-Il:"r"' R
i childrcr ! rhidrer lnrenis A2 106
i i 2500 4
i
1
i
E -—
L] o -4
o, i
Fulskah
B
(v sy

el A ok = ung
e i P4 6T

AT o RN .".E-"'. Ty, a0 ;J"E ______ ""__-l-h _________ P ".
J_IJ:;.}&:: g I..E:‘:l i iji. f:‘?'i'n' ARE

Esau MET Y Leah Fuuhiel Erilbiah Zllpsh
1~ Talheroy Qacacl wilH mik: rvnhr e: CaAnz B
L T DT EBETIETL LEST I R Eansis T 5

SEresis 20071-30 P -AnEL 13 #1913

| SR LA |
I e o S AW L | L_F‘_

,, R R e L AT N e L . £y =
e B g 8 5 & O3 Ab BY

. - k. 1 ' a2 Fa e

ng_ll‘_lu-n Simeon | lewl  Judah  lssachar Ccbalun  Dinan Jussph  Banjaradn Mari Maphiali Gad Hhir
4l L Inrd fn wih nimh Ha1l khaeizrlh b HLA e =jutt AR T
ran w@un LY wr FHA o e = Ly o.m S22 Lnl ]

’r." ~

A0 e rlEr ke

Main Street Curriculum — © 2009 Hayward Wesleyan Church 93



MAKINGS | T BEAL

Isn't it interesting to contrast this account with the previous story, the City at Babel? 1
mean, the intention of the builders of the Tower of Babel was to make a name for
themselves by making a great city, or nation. They were trying to do for themselves
what only the Lord God could. It is striking to note that in God’s promise of blessing to
Abram he says specifically: "I will make your name great ... I will make you into a great
nation.” Not you, not anybody else. Only me.

This transfers to our lives as well. We cannot make ourselves great. We cannot give
ourselves significance, or meaning. Only the Lord God can. He goes before us and
gives us true meaning. If we let him. We can easily take control of the car (our lives)
and steer it in the direction that we want. That is making a name for ourselves. What
God wants is for us to move out of the driver’s seat and give Him control of our
steering wheel. Then the Lord can make a name for us.

Let the Lord God make a name for you.

BEEMEMBEER|ING

@ questions

1. Who did God pick to make a “great nation” from?
Abram.

2. What did God ask Abram to do?
“Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I
will show you” (Genesis 12:1).

3. Where did Abram build an altar to the Lord?
@ Bethel.

4. Why did Abram trust the Lord? Why did he pick up everything and move?
Why did Abram believe in God?

= coloring sheet

""! ON TUHE NEXT PAGSE
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