
Genesis 2:15-25

Distinctives of Christian Community 

Introduction: 
 When a person hears the word community they may visualize a coffee shop, a 
football game, social media, church, or any number of places where people gather 
together for a common purpose. Even so, what is community? What is it supposed to 
be? Is it about common interests or entertainment? 
 As we look to Genesis 2 to understand Biblical community, we must, first, make 
some considerations. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth.” (Genesis 1:1 ESV) God for eternity past (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) existed in 
perfect unity and harmony, overflowing with immeasurable love. God did not need to 
create humanity, or anything else for that matter. Yet, he created Adam and Eve and 
invited them into fellowship, into community with himself. This is very similar to the 
love of a newly wed couple, which is complete, and then produces new life in a child. 
Children are not clean, and they bring challenges. This is very much how our entrance 
into God’s community must have been. 
 Even more, he created them in his image and likeness. “So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them.” (Genesis 1:27 ESV) Part of what it means to be made in the image of God is to 
long for true community. God made us to be in community with himself; to share in 
his unceasing, unfailing, never stopping love. As we know, Adam and Eve quickly 
rejected that love. He made us, and we rebelled. And he sent the Son to restore that 
community. God invites us to be a part of the divine community and to live with him 
for eternity. This is the message of reconciliation. This is the message of the Gospel. 

 At the very least, community is a basic human need. It is the need for an other. 
Everyone needs someone besides themselves. 
 Look at 2:18. It is “not good that man should be alone.” This is the first time in 
the creation story that God calls anything not good. Light, good. Dirt, good. Moon, 
good. Platypus, questionable, but good. Man alone, not good. In fact, all of creation is 
very good; the only exception being man’s loneliness. We need others. We require 
society. In fact, we search for it. Read 2:18-20. “I will make him a helper fit for him.” 
“But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him.” If God knew that he would 
make a helper specifically for Adam, then was God looking for a helper? Certainly 
not! Adam was looking for a helper!  Man needs the other. Someone outside of him 1

or herself to empathize, sympathize and to help. 

 This is made certain in v.20, where at the conclusion of the man's naming the animals the author, 1

remarks, "But for Adam, no suitable helper was found." The clear implication is that the author saw in 
man's naming the animals also his search for a suitable partner. (Sailhamer, 47)
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Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For 
if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he 
falls and has not another to lift him up! Again, if two lie together, they keep 
warm, but how can one keep warm alone? And though a man might prevail 
against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not 
quickly broken. (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 ESV) 

 We need other people to aid us in our journeys through life. Moses’ is 
shedding light on what real community looks like In Genesis 2. 

 And Moses knows the struggle of seeking real community. Moses, the author 
of Genesis, wrote this book while in the wilderness with the Israelites, newly freed 
from slavery in Egypt. They left the only society they had ever known. A society with 
security and provision.  

Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. 
And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole 
congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or 
would that we had died in this wilderness! Why is the LORD bringing us into 
this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a 
prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?” And they said to 
one another, “Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt.” (Numbers 
14:1-4 ESV) 

 I can imagine that Moses, who experienced God’s presence on the mountain, 
being either furious or completely bewildered when he heard. The Israelite’s were 
struggling without the stable society of the Egyptians. ‘Even slavery would be better 
than this!’ Moses answer to them is in Genesis 2. 

 In Genesis 2, Moses is giving us a picture of what Christian, Biblical  
community should look like. It has harmony and is free of shame and ridicule. It is 
whole. Then Adam and Eve are sent out of the garden into the wilderness because of 
their sin. In Numbers 14, Moses, Joshua and the Israelites are in the wilderness at the 
edge of the promised land. They are being called into this new garden, but they 
reject it. Instead they want the slavery that they had within Egypt. They are keeping 
themselves outside of the promised land, because of their sin. The Israelites wanted 
to go back to Egypt instead of into the promised land. They wanted to live in a society 
where their welfare was based upon their works. They wanted to live in a society 
where their welfare depended upon pleasing their Masters. They were uncomfortable 

�  of �2 11



Genesis 2:15-25

with the idea of freedom, real freedom in God's land.  Even more, they did not want 
to fight to possess the land which God had given them. Community outside of the 
church is like Egypt for Israel, it is easy to possess but it is based solely upon what you 
bring to the table, upon pleasing your Masters. In contrast, the promised land is wild 
and freedom abounds, but it must be conquered. We so often don’t want that kind of 
community because its uncomfortable and dangerous. Its self-less. Yet, the Israelites 
were self-centered. Adam and Eve, before sin entered the world, were other-centered 
in the garden. Listen to Adam’s cry! 

Then the man said, 
“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” (Genesis 
2:23 ESV) 

Adam was certainly not focused on himself in that very moment. 

Christian community is incredibly distinct from the various social circles that endlessly 
turn around us. It requires more of someone than a typical community, but it gives far 
more in return. 

Today, I’m going to discuss three distinctives of Christian Community. Vulnerability, 
Grace & Unity 

The Distinctives of Christian Community.  2

1. Vulnerability 

 “And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.” (Genesis 
2:25 ESV) 

 “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took 
of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he 
ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And 
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.” (Genesis 3:6-7 
ESV) 

 This sermon is not meant to be exhaustive and it does not deal with the religious life of the church, 2

such as the ordinances that all churches practice.

�  of �3 11



Genesis 2:15-25

Christian community takes a commitment from a person to belong to the whole, to 
give of oneself to the larger entity, to be a vital part of what God is doing in his 
kingdom and in the world. However, this is not how communities and churches often 
work. We have digressed into a consumer driven culture that plagues the church. 
Instead of seeking to be a part of a community and serve others, we demand things 
from the community. We ‘get what we are owed’ from the community. The same thing 
has happened to sexuality in the United States. Sex has become about what someone 
can get from someone else, rather than giving themselves completely to their spouse. 

We demand from others, but are not willing to give of ourselves. This is selfishness at 
its very core, and fully expressed by this passage. 
We cover ourselves and protect ourselves from the other. We bind ourselves in, and 
protect ourselves from those who might harm us. We despise our own nakedness and 
attempt cover ourselves so that the other cannot take from us! 

Jesus directly challenged this selfishness: 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to 
you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other also. And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have 
your cloak as well. And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 
Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow 
from you.” (Matthew 5:38-42 ESV) 

If someone takes both your tunic and your cloak, you are left naked in the street. You 
are exposed and vulnerable. But this selflessness declares the message of the Gospel. 

“Nakedness is the essence of unity, of not being torn apart, of being for the other, of 
respect for what is given, of acknowledging the rights of the other as my limit and as 
a creature. Nakedness is the essence of being oblivious of the possibility of robbing 
others of their rights. Nakedness is revelation; nakedness believe in grace. 
Nakedness does not know it is naked, just as the eye does not see itself or know 
about itself. Nakedness is innocence.”  (124) 3

We are called, as Christians to give of ourselves to others, and this is central to what it 
means to be a Christian Community. The Christian community should be marked by 
vulnerability, honesty and selflessness. 

 Bonhoeffer, Creation And Fall, 124.3
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It is highly appropriate, then, that Jesus Christ was naked when he died upon the 
cross. (John 19:23-24) Jesus died in nakedness, completely giving of himself to us 
(Titus 2:14), so that we might find grace in the Gospel. He did not run or hide, but 
freely gave of himself. 

We are waiting, eagerly outside of the garden, in the wilderness, to enter into God’s 
eternal community, so Jesus came into the wilderness and died, exposed and naked 
on the cross to buy our way back in to the garden. He was vulnerable for us, so that 
we might be a part of his community once again. 

The early church bought into this part of the Gospel that is so uncomfortable for us, 
today.  

“Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything 
in common.” (Acts 4:32 ESV) 

Why is this so difficult for us? Perhaps our society is all about SELF-improvement, 
SELF-promotion, SELF-help or SELF-advancement. However, I think that the core of 
the problem is that we think the Gospel is something for individuals. We have made 
the Gospel about ‘me’ and not ‘we.’ We have made the church about ‘I’ and not ‘us.’ 

The church is meant to strip a believer of pride and self-righteousness and reveal the 
root of sin, so that they can embrace the grace of God as their covering. Is your focus 
in church ‘what can I get out of this?’ or ‘what can I give to the Lord, to this community, 
to God’s kingdom?’ 

2. Growing in Grace 

“But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ And he said, 
‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I 
hid myself.’” (Genesis 3:9-10 ESV) 

When a person truly begins to embrace the Gospel, they realize the extent of their 
nakedness. They experience the shame that Adam and Eve experienced in the 
garden after they disobeyed. 
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“Shame is a cover in which I hide myself from the other because of my own evil and 
the other person's evil, that is, because of the dividedness that has come between 
us.”  (101) 4

Adam and Eve were ashamed because they recognized that they had sinned against 
God and against each other. 

Our shame is a recognition that we are in fact sinful. However, only when we are 
confronted with God’s goodness do we recognize our lack. 
Isaiah experienced this in a vision (Isaiah 6:1-9). When he saw the Lord in all of his 
glory with seraphim flying around him and singing, his immediate response was “Woe 
is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” (6:5) We only 
understand the depths of our depravity when we experience the reality of God’s 
goodness. And the deeper we delve into the grace of God, the more keenly aware 
we become of our own failings. 

Adam and Eve experienced this, when God called them in the garden. “And they 
heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the 
trees of the garden.” (Genesis 3:8 ESV) When you experience the presence of the 
Almighty God, your sin is laid bare before you. 

This is where the church comes in, to help you understand the grace of God in the 
midst of reckoning with your sin. The church isn’t meant to be a place for righteous 
people who get everything right, but a culture of people who care for one another in 
their infirmities. 

Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” 

We are here to build one another up in the grace and mercy of God, not to look down 
on others from a place of moral superiority. We have an absolute responsibility to one 
other! 

"The grace of the other person's being our helper who is a partner because he or 
she helps us to…live before God -- and we can live before God only in community 
[Gemeinschaft] with our helper…”  (Bonhoeffer, 99) 5

 Bonhoeffer, Creation And Fall, 101.4

 Bonhoeffer, Creation And Fall, 99.5
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“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to 
God and approved by men. So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for 
mutual upbuilding.” (Romans 14:17-19 ESV) 

 We are meant to be each other’s help-meet. To aid one another in declaring 
the grace of God. To remind one another of the mercy of the Lord. To point each 
person first and foremost to the cross, and then to the world.  6

 It is important to understand, at this point, that you cannot do enough to please 
God or to earn the grace of God. Just as the Father sent the Son, the Son sent us the 
Holy Spirit, the paraklete, our advocate and intercessor. He is the aid and comforter of 
the church. It would be easy to begin to clothe ourselves in works, but that grossly 
misses the point. We are to be clothed in the righteousness of Christ. (Rom 13:14; Gal 
3:27) 
 The church isn’t meant to leave us naked and in the cold, but to bring us into 
the garment store of the community and clothe us with the grace and mercy of Christ 
by the power and work of the Holy Spirit among us. The church is in the business of 
clothing people in the grace of God, not piling on more responsibilities and personal 
works. 

3. A Cross-Centered Unity 

The last distinctive of Christian community is that it possesses a cross-centered unity. 
Let’s read Genesis 2:22-24 
“And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 
brought her to the man. Then the man said, 
‘This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.’ 

 To that end, this is not possible without the Word of God. The will of God for our lives, the means by 6

which we understand his grace and mercy is the Bible. “All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17 ESV) The reason that many 
people don’t like the Bible, or that they pick and choose which part they like is that they don't like 
being corrected. Christian community is centered around the word of God and the Word of God is a 
corrective word! It tells people no in a day and an age when don’t like to be told no! We would much 
prefer for someone to tell us that everything looks good and move on. We don’t like being challenged.  
The kingdom of God is a challenge to our cultural norms, and that challenge must remain strong in the 
church.
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Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh.” (Genesis 2:22-24 ESV) 

When Adam and Eve looked at one another, Adam called out AT LAST there is 
someone that I can call a companion, a friend, a help-meet. Adam found someone 
who identified with and understood him. This is a bond that transcends cultures and 
times. Yet, Adam and Eve were very different. There wasn’t anyone on earth like 
Adam, and likewise for Eve. They had never met anyone like the other. Yet, unity 
prevailed despite their differences. They became ONE FLESH, fully unified. Complete. 

An example of this idea is Jesus eating habits. Jesus regularly ate with people who 
were radically different than he was. He ate with sinners, prostitutes, gluttons, tax 
collectors, and the outcasts. He fought against cultural norms to unite people around 
the message of the good news of the Kingdom of God. This is not about a cultural 
norm, but a message that surpasses a cultural place and time. Sandra Maria Van 
Opstal puts it this way: “The table communicates fellowship with others (across 
differences, as Jesus modeled) and with God.”  7

This kind of unity is inviting and not rejecting. It brings people in, and doesn’t cast 
them out because of their past or their occupation. 

Many of us like to associate with people who share our interests and our cultural 
backgrounds because it is simple and easy. Biblical Community is diametrically 
opposed to this way of thinking. This kind of idea is not inviting or including to people 
of other races, nationalities, or languages. Jesus sets his table for ta eqne (all nations). 

Isaiah brings this to light for the Israelites in chapter 66. The Israelites often viewed 
themselves as an elite, chosen people that were far superior to those around them, 
but Isaiah challenged that notion. 

“For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all 
nations and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, and I will set a sign 
among them. And from them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and 
Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away, that have not 
heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 
And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, 
on horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy 

 Van Opstal, The Next Worship, 25.7
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mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in 
a clean vessel to the house of the LORD.” (Isaiah 66:18-20 ESV) 

God said that the Gentiles, the nations, the inferior peoples that surrounded Israel will 
be the ones to declare God’s glory among the nations. Even more, Isaiah says ‘and 
they shall bring your brothers…’ He calls the converts from the nations brothers, 
fellow heirs to the promise of Abraham. This would have been astounding to the 
Hebrew people.  8

John the Revelator picked up this same theme in Revelation 7. 
“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and 
crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb!’” (Revelation 7:9-10 ESV) 

The marriage feast of the lamb and thus the culture of a Christian community is 
centered upon the death, burial and resurrection of Christ and upon nothing else. It is 
CROSS-Cultural. As a result, an American Christian has more in common with an 
Iranian or Russian Christian than with the non-believer who lives across the street. 

Adam and Eve recognized their differences (they were naked after all), and were 
unified, one flesh. 

However, American Christians can easily adopt a mindset where we equate our 
cultural, political and personal preferences with the message of the Bible, with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We often forget that our Messiah was a Jewish man from the 
Near East who didn’t speak a lick of English. 

Yet, we close our homes and our tables to people who don’t look, act and speak like 
we do. How hypocritical. What if our worship services, our community groups and our 
daily habits changed in order to better reflect the cross-centered unity we have with 
God and other believers? Instead of shying away from people who are different than 
us, what if we engaged them and shared the Gospel with them in word and deed? 

 There can be some debate here that the ones who are being brought are those who are in exile 8

among the nations. Even so, given the idea of the new heavens and new earth, we know that this is an 
eschatological picture and not a picture of the return from exile as the Jews expected.
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Cary, NC is a hotbed of international immigrants, this is our mission field. Our goal is 
not to make them American, but to share the glory and grace of our selfless Savior 
with them. 

This is uncomfortable for most people, because its not neat. It means changing where 
you shop, where you eat, what you eat, and learning new things, perhaps ideas, 
languages, recipes. 

God overcame the grave for us, but we can’t overcome a cultural difference reach the 
lost? We must change our perception of what we are called to do and to be. 

We, church, are called to one another. To be selfless in our actions, to be full of grace 
as we relate to one another, and to be unified beyond our differences. 

Conclusion: 

Let’s consider Moses’ context once more, and ask few a questions. 
Moses and Aaron are longing to go into the land, to join God’s good community, 
while standing in the wilderness on the edge. Are you (like Moses, Aaron, Joshua and 
Caleb) longing to enter into the harmony of God’s table, God’s promises and God’s 
people? 

The Israelites, on the other hand, were longing to go back into slavery in Egypt. Are 
you seeking to define yourself by your own actions, protecting yourself and 
remaining in comfortable slavery to your earthly masters, to cultural whims? 

Are you Moses? Or are you the Israelites? Are you diving into the disarming, unifying, 
grace-filled community of God or are you running from it? 

Perhaps you aren’t a Christian today. My challenge to you is to test out what Christian 
community is really about. Spend some time getting to know us. We are going to fail 
at this community experiment, because we aren’t perfect, but come and see what 
we’re about. 

Perhaps you are a young Christian, and you are struggling with the guilt and shame of 
your sin. Come find comfort and rest among fellow travelers on this journey through 
life, as we seek to bear one another’s burdens. (Galatians 6:2) 

Perhaps you are a seasoned Christian. Don’t think this message isn’t for you. You are 
called to be just as selfless and vulnerable as the rest of us. Maybe you aren’t a 
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member of a local church and don’t see the need. Friend, you need people around 
you to care for you and hold you up, and we need you to join us and care for us as 
well. 

Let’s join together in selfless caring and unity for the sake of our town, our city, our 
world and for the sake of the Gospel.
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