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Sermon Gen. 46-50

Responding to the Resurrection

What is a proper response to the resurrection of Jesus? That is the main question I want to put on the table for 
us today and answer.

What is a proper response to the resurrection? This morning I will argue along three very simple lines. 1. To 
worship Jesus. 2. To love His church. 3. Live on mission

1. Worship Jesus

Let’s first get reacquainted to what God is doing in the world, what is the setting in which Jesus comes to us 
and is raised from the dead. It’s not an isolated event, it’s connected to history past and history future.

First, God created a world and created man to live in that world, and all man knows is perfect paradise. Man 
sins against God, judgement follows, man is kicked out of the garden or paradise and enters a world of sin, 
suffering, and death. Everything wrong inside ourselves and in this world can be traced back to this event.

But, God promises, in the midst of this, to redeem humanity by sending someone through the line of Eve, who 
would crush Satan and usher in a new kingdom.

As we have been marching through Genesis, this seed as been a focal point. Who is this Rescuer, whose it 
going to be? We get a further clue from God that the seed will be from Abraham’s family, which then we trace 
down through, Isaac, and Jacob. It’s Jacob’s family that we now arrive at at the end of Genesis. 

Jacob is actually dying, him and his family have traveled down to Egypt because of a famine to find some food, 
and it just so happens that the brother Joseph who the brothers left for dead is now the most powerful person 
in the world next to Pharoah. And Jacob gives a blessing to his 12 sons. In particular there is prophecy given to 
Judah that we will focus on.  about this Messiah to come, and that’s where I want us to focus, we are going to 
look at 6 clues here in this prophecy regarding what will this Messiah be like? In 49. there is dual fulfillment for 
each of these, a more immediate fulfillment, and then one that will come true in the Messiah.

49:8, “Judah, your brothers shall praise you;
1. He is worthy of praise. 

your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons shall bow down before you.
2. He is a victorious warrior.

Judah is a lion’s cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he crouched as a 
lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?
pictured as a victorious warrior coming back from battle and greeted with the praises of His people.

3. He is pictured as a lion that is sleeping, after devouring its prey.

The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until tribute comes 
to him;
4. He is an eternal King
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And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.

5. His rule will encompass all the nations of the earth.

Binding his foal to the vine and his donkey’s colt to the choice vine, he has washed his garments in 
wine and his vesture in the blood of grapes.

6. His kingdom will be characterized by prosperity and abundance. So much that the most ordinary of activities, 
the tying of a colt, would be done with the choices of vine, and the washing of clothes, with the choices of wine.

His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk.”

(Angus Barn Wine Cellar)

7. He is the epitome of strength and power.

This Messiah to come is a strong, powerful, victorious warrior King, who will deliver His people from their 
enemies, whose rule extends to all nations of the earth, and whose rule is eternal, in a kingdom that is 
prosperous beyond anything that anyone could imagine. This Messiah is to be praised. 

Who is this? This is Jesus. He’s the eternal King who comes from the line of Judah and through royal line of 
David. He’s the King who marches off to do battle for His people. It’s His mission. And His decisive, conquering 
blow to Satan is His death on the cross. It is in the cross of Christ that He conquerers all sin, and suffering, and 
death, as He is raised to new life He is raised as the victorious warrior, our Lord and Savior, the praise of the 
universe.

A vision into heaven…
Rev 5:5, 9-14, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, 
. . . And they sang a new song, saying,“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you 
were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people 
and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the 
earth.”

Is this victory song in your heart this morning? You have a God who has defeated your worst enemies, and 
given you prosperity beyond your imagination.

Maybe you say this morning, what enemy? What are you talking about? I don’t see any battle on my front lawn. 
Angels, demons, satan, Come on. But the battle spiritual, not physical. There’s a war going on in the spiritual 
realm. A War for your soul. Your fundamental enemy is Satan, and your fundamental problem is the fact that 
you sin. It’s not how to get more money or stuff, or how to get a new house, not how to decrease stress in life, 
or make more friends, or build your reputation. Those things end when you die. What you need to be 
concerned with is where you go when you die. Either to everlasting joy in God’s presence, or to everlasting 
suffering away from God’s presence.

And the truth is, all of us have fallen short of glory of God and are deserving of judgement. If you don’t get that, 
Jesus won’t make sense to you. It’s like C.S. Lewis said, we have to preach that men are sick before we can 
preach about the cure.
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This is where Jesus comes in, to do for us what we could not do ourselves. Jesus lived the life we could never 
live, and died the death we all deserved. In His death he took our judgment and in His resurrection He gives us 
His righteousness. This is what Martin Luther called the great exchange.

This is what the gospel is asking us to believe in. The gospel is not asking us to have more faithful church 
attendance, it’s not asking us to give more sacrificially, it’s not asking us for better quiet times, more bible 
reading, or to become better moral people, that is not what the gospel is asking of us. It’s asking us to believe 
in Jesus, His life, death, and resurrection.

But maybe its not that you doubt the war, you just believe that God couldn’t love you, you’ve sinned too much. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. The gospel is a gospel of grace. Where sin abounds, grace abounds. 
Even in our current story we see this, Joseph is the super hero of the end of Genesis, but the line doesn’t 
come through Joseph, it comes through Judah, the sinner, who did nothing good and constantly ran in 
opposition to God. God delights to show grace to Judah. And we all are Judah’s, and His grace is for us. The 
unmerited, unearned, favor of God. 

The resurrection compels us to worship Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Secondly, the resurrection compels us 
to love the Church.

2. Love the Church

From the beginning, God’s mission was to create a people for Himself. He first told Adam and Eve, be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth. The people disobeyed God, that’s the story of the Tower of Babel, instead of 
spreading out for God’s glory, they settle and build for their own glory. God then decides He is going to create a 
new people among all these nations, and that people is Abraham’s family.

Genesis 47:27, “Thus Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen. And they gained 
possessions in it, and were fruitful and multiplied greatly.”

We see God fulfilling His purposes at the backside of Genesis. Jacob, Abraham’s grandson, and his family are 
going down to Egypt. What’s fascinating is that the family totals 70 people, which parallels exactly with the 
number of nations back in chapter 10. Point being, God is being faithful to create a new humanity, a new 
nation, where His blessing would reside.

That nation is Israel. Now as we fast forward to where the biblical narrative takes us. Israel was a foreshadow 
of the Church, made up of all those who believe in Christ. Christians are the new humanity where God dwells. 

What does the resurrection have to do with this? Without a resurrection, we aren’t a people. We are a new 
race because in Christ’s resurrection we are made new. We are new creations in Christ, the old has gone, the 
new has come. When Christ was raised from the dead, as 1 Cor. 15 says, He was a firstfruits of all believers. 

In Adam, the first humanity experiences death. In Christ, the new humanity experiences life.

What I want you to understand this morning is that if you believe in Christ’s death and resurrection, you have 
been transferred from being a child of the devil to being a child of God. That’s why we call each other brothers 
and sisters.

The resurrection should cause us to press into the lives of other believers. It should cause us to desire 
earnestly to be a part of the church. That’s why we at Harvest Church take membership so seriously, and push 
for it so hard



�  of �4 5
Christ’s resurrection wasn’t meant to produce isolated, disconnected christians. It was meant to produce a 
family. A family is involved with each other. We call it doing “one another” ministry. These are all over scripture, 
all aimed at the family of believers.
Love one another, be devoted to one another, honor one another, live in harmony with one another, stop 
passing judgement on one another, accept one another, instruct one another, greet one another, agree with 
one another, wait for each other, have equal concern for each other, serve one another, do not provoke or envy 
one another, carry each other’s burdens, bear with one another, forgive one another, be compassionate for one 
another, offer hospitality to one another, spur one another on toward love and good deeds, speak to one 
another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, confess your sins to each other, pray for each other. 

The point is, how can you do any of these commands if you are not engaged with other believers. We have to 
fight against our independent western mindset. The resurrection of Christ is not calling us to be heroes, its 
asking us to be a family.

You can’t love Jesus and hate His bride. The Church is the bride of Christ. The Church is who Christ died for. 
Are we then to turn around and be indifferent towards the church?

The resurrection causes us to press into the church, not away from it. Is the church perfect? Not at all. Are 
there some things you need to discern before you plug into a church? Absolutely. But choosing to not be a part 
of God’s people is to live very disconnected to what is happening in Jesus’s resurrection. It’s not just about me, 
its about us.

And we shortcircuit our joy when we fail to live in community. We were made for this.

And if you are not a believer this morning, this is also what is being held out to you in the gospel. Not only 
personal salvation, but a family. A place to call home. A people that would love you and care for you. Deep, 
meaningful community. 

The resurrection gives us a love for Jesus, a love for His Church, and a love for the lost.

3. Live on mission

The mission of God from the beginning is that He would would redeem the whole world. The blessing was not 
just for Abraham and His family, but Abraham’s family would be the means by which God would bless all the 
nations. We saw this in the original promise given to Abraham…

Gen. 12:1-3, “Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Abraham was blessed so that he would be a blessing. What is fascinating to see in our text today is that God is 
fulfilling this mission to Abraham. 

Pharaoh lets Jacob and his family stay in Goshen, they had come down because of the famine. Jacob comes 
into the court of Pharaoh and blesses him, twice in 47:7,10, Jacob blesses him.

This is awesome, you got the most powerful man in the world, Pharaoh, who is the quintessential symbol of the 
nations, those outside of God’s people, getting blessed by Jacob. What Pharaoh needs is the blessing of God. 
That’s a good word for us too this morning.
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But then you also have Joseph blessing not only Pharaoh, who he helped become prosperous, but then 
Joseph, through his wisdom, and because of this famine is the one to whom all the surrounding nations came 
for provision. It’s radical display of God’s people being a blessing to the nations. And this symbolic of the one to 
come. 

Jesus in the resurrection is the ultimate display of God blessing the nations. The thrust of the NT is that this 
salvation that is found in Jesus is for everyone. It is not just for Jew, its for all people. The book of Acts traces 
this gospel good news as it begins to make its way from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. But the interesting 
thing that happens, is that Jesus after He was resurrected, ascends to God in heaven, and then commissions 
His church to take the good news to the nations.

It’s Christ’s resurrection that is the fuel for the mission. Without Christ’s Lordship over the mission, there is no 
hope for the mission. “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” Jesus would say, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations.”

The resurrection tells us that we cannot fail. Christ is Lord of it all.

Our lives must be about more than ourselves. It must be about more than just eking out our existence. More 
than having a nice family or being successful. We live 70 years and its over. It’s over. 

There’s not any greater purpose you can latch yourself onto. It’s an invitation to sacrifice, but its an invitation to 
joy. You see you were created for this mission. 

Does this mean you need to quit your job and move to the middle east? No. It could be if that’s where God 
leads you. Point is, sometimes we can fall into trouble dividing christians up into missionaries and non-
missionaries. That’s unbiblical. If you are a christian, you are a missionary. Your place of work, or where you 
workout, within your family, in your neighborhood. You are a missionary. You are beaming the light of Christ 
wherever you go.

You are the fulfillment of what God’s been doing since Abraham, God has blessed you to be a blessing. Is this 
an impulse in your life?

A final word as I close. As we end Genesis, we need to realize something. They aren’t in the promise land yet. 
They are in Egypt, under the rule of another. Death is still part of their condition. But I want you to catch 
something.

24 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will visit you and bring you up out of 
this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” Then Joseph made the sons of 
Israel swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.” So Joseph 
died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.

Their faith would not allow them to let go of God’s promise. It didn’t matter that they were enslaved in a foreign 
country, they were looking forward to the land to come.

And aren’t we in a similar position. We aren’t home yet. We are in a foreign land, still fallen, and one day we 
too are going to die, but we greet that day with joyful anticipation, for to us death is a doorway into the 
presence of Almighty God, with a new body, a new heart, in a new heavens and a new earth.

Let’s pray.


