
Genesis 28-31, God With Us

Christianity is strange in that we walk by faith. We believe in what we cannot see and touch. 
What we are commanded to believe is the presence of God. However, we all tend to doubt that 
God is here with us and is for us. There are three main ways that I believe we are tempted to 
doubt and disbelieve God’s presence in our lives. We doubt God because of sin, we doubt Him 
because of our suffering, and we doubt Him because of our status. What do I mean by that, I 
mean you fall into adultery and think God could no longer love you. Or you get diagnosed with 
cancer, and surely a God that loves you wouldn’t do that, so you doubt Him. Or you are of such 
low status financially or otherwise, that you think God would pass over you like everyone else 
does. And when we doubt God’s presence, we walk away from Him and we make a train wreck 
out of our lives.

Well, it turns out all these doubts are unfounded, they are unbibilical. My goal this morning is for 
us to see and embrace our God as the God who is here and with us. The God who is ever 
present and full of grace. The God who pursues us in our sinful, suffering, and lowly condition.

1. God is with the sinner 

When we pick up the story here in chapter 28 Jacob is being sent to find a wife from Laban, his 
mom’s brother. Isaac blesses Jacob and sends him off, blessing him with the blessing of 
Abraham, that God would make him fruitful and multiply, and bless him so that he would be a 
blessing to the whole world. And so Jacob heads off by himself on what would be a 1000 mile 
journey.

Now there is more to this story. This isn’t a clean departure for Jacob. Jacob is a conniver, a 
cheat, a liar, and a thief. His characterized by selfish desires, and a lack of trust in God. Through 
his cleverness and lack of trust in God, he wrecked his brother’s life, tore the family apart. at 
least according to Esau, by stealing his birthright, blessing, and inheritance. And because of that 
Esau determines he is going to kill him. 

That’s why Jacob is on the run. Yes, he’s going to find a wife, but he’s running to save his life as 
well. And so you can imagine this Jacob character, who is now miles and miles away from 
home, there’s no sign that he is seeking God, the blessing he got was only for himself, there’s 
no mention that he was trying to please God. There’s no mention of any interaction between 
Isaac and God. This is a picture of sin.

Into this sinful mess God shows up to Jacob.

Gen. 28:12-17 “And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and 
the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it! And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God 
of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you 
and to your offspring. Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall 
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you 
and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Behold, I am with you 
and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep 
and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” And he was afraid and 



said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven.”

He appears to him in a dream. No rebuking, no you should have done this or should have done 
that, how could you not trust me, only blessing, only grace.

God confirms His presence and purpose to Jacob in this dream, where he shows him a ladder. 
This ladder represents God’s activity. Think of it like God’s a highway between Heaven and 
Earth, connecting point between the two. God is choosing to connect Himself to the world 
through Jacob. Then there is a similar theme as Jacob says “How awesome is this place, and 
names it Bethel. House of God. Where God manifests Himself in the earth. 

Not Jacob the righteous, but Jacob the sinner. God uses sinners. This becomes even more 
clear as we see this story unfold, which we will touch on in a bit, Jacob ends up having multiple 
wives, all born out of crazy-you-can’t-make-this-stuff-up type of sinful drama. It’s awful. And yet 
these become the twelve Tribes of Jacob, or the 12 tribes of Israel. Right here is the beginning 
of this great nation. It’s born out of sin.

We had a friend of a friend die this past week and their obituary didn’t say anything, and the 
reason why they do that is usually because there’s some sort of sin or immoral behavior that 
was the cause of death, so its covered up.

But God’s not covering anything up. He’s putting everything on display. Just imagine these 
Israelites that are divided up according to these tribes. Which, family and lineage means a 
thousand times more to them than it does to us in our day, and their families all have their 
origins in sin. Every time they hear the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, it’s this story that is 
in their memory. Yet this is exactly where God pronounces His blessing and His grace.

God is not afraid of their sin. He’s not afraid of your sin. Why because He wants His grace on 
display! Are you running from God this morning? There’s no reason to run from God.

Covetousness (running after the wrong blessing) - more clothes, updated wardrobe, more kids, 
more money, bigger house, better church, better job / position, lusting after someone you’re not 
married to.

Laziness / apathy towards God - waste your time, waste your life, on your phone, tv, not 
spending time with family, no discipleship or missional impulse in your life, what are the names 
of your neighbors, are they christian? What’s your kids favorite book to read?

Doing things in our own strength. Gossip. Care what other people think. Not trusting God’s 
word. Joy in God.

Sin tempts us to believe that God no longer loves us. Sin tempts us to believe God cannot love 
us.

We have a God who overcomes sin. Do you know Him? God comes to us in our sin and says, 
“You are forgiven. I accept you. I am pleased with you through my Son Jesus.”



The response to such unbelievable grace is not indifference towards sin, its repentance. We 
understand that God is with us despite our sin, we worship Him for it, and we walk in obedience.

Next we see…

2. God is with the oppressed

Jacob is pumped up. He’s not only received the blessing from his dad, which was a little iffy, 
since you know, he kind of stole it. but now God Himself has spoken to him. You can just 
imagine that Jacob is jacked on the Holy Spirit now. He finds his woman, Rachel, and asks her 
dad, Laban, if he can marry her. Laban agrees but for 7 years of labor.To Jacob, no big deal, I 
mean God just showed up to him, whatever right, and this girl is super attractive to Jacob. It 
says, 29:20, “So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days 
because of the love he had for her.”

After that Jacob says let’s get this party started. Party they do, music, photobooths, chalkboard 
walls, cool lanterns, if it was on pinterest, it was probably there. Then its the time of night when 
consummation happens. Jacob’s lying in the tent and the father would bring the daughter, that 
he does, they do their thing. It doesn’t get any better than this, right?… well, until Jacob wakes 
up, and the person he just slept with was not Rachel, it was her sister Leah.

The deceiver deceived. Jacob gets a taste of his own medicine. Ironically, Jacob deceived his 
dad replacing the younger for the older. But here Laban deceives Jacob by replacing the older 
for the younger. Laban’s excuse is that the older always goes first in their custom. And to make 
things worse, Jacob still desires Rachel, and Laban says, fine, you can have her but this record 
is on repeat, you can serve me another 7 years. Jacob agrees in silence. No more party. So 
Jacob is now with two wives, and he loves Rachel more than Leah, not a triangle you want to be 
in. and essentially a slave to his father-in-law. We often have a romantic view of shepherds. Not 
reality. That was tough, tough work. Listen to the commentary we get later in 31. After Jacob has 
tried to escape from Laban.

31:38-42, “These twenty years I have been with you. Your ewes and your female goats 
have not miscarried, and I have not eaten the rams of your flocks. What was torn by wild 
beasts I did not bring to you. I bore the loss of it myself. From my hand you required it, 
whether stolen by day or stolen by night. There I was: by day the heat consumed me, and 
the cold by night, and my sleep fled from my eyes. These twenty years I have been in 
your house. I served you fourteen years for your two daughters, and six years for your 
flock, and you have changed my wages ten times. If the God of my father, the God of 
Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been on my side, surely now you would have 
sent me away empty-handed. God saw my affliction and the labor of my hands and 
rebuked you last night.”’

Jacob has a rough season with Laban. There’s two ways we got to look at this suffering that 
Jacob is in. The first is that he is a victim to Laban’s harsh rule. God is with Jacob in this. 
Remember the promise, I will be with you and I will accomplish everything I mean to with you. 
There’s no telling how dim that promise may be to Jacob right now, but the truth is, whether he 
feels the promise or not, it is true. God is with him. It’s been 20 years, not the quick trip he may 
have been expecting after leaving Rebekah. 



God “saw my affliction and the labor of my hands”. God is vindicating Jacob. He is protecting 
Jacob. At this point in 31 Jacob is actually fleeing to go home and Laban is after him. Whose 
hand stops Laban from doing anything to Jacob? God’s hand.

Satan has power, but he’s a lion on a leash. He can only go so far as God allows him. God will 
vindicate the righteous and He will bring judgment on the wicked.

Maybe you are going through a tough time right now. Are you the victim of other people’s sin. 
No matter how small or great. God is with you. He is not blind to your struggle. Maybe you feel 
oppressed in your family, or your circle of friends. Maybe its a boss at work that just doesn’t 
understand you or is unfair to you. God is with you. He sees it. Just as He saw Laban and over 
Laban, He’s over your illness, He’s over your persecution. That’s what this text is presenting 
before us. We should find great comfort in that.

But the second way to look at this passage is to see God accomplishing purposes in Jacob 
during this time. What purposes? As any good father disciplines his children, so God disciplines 
those whom He loves. We see a real measure of discipline going on here. Jacob is being 
humbled. The scheming Jacob gets schemed. The powerful conniving Jacob becomes 
powerless to get what he wants. The self-trusting Jacob is losing faith in himself. What we see 
here is that Laban is not off the hook, he is still guilty, but God is using it to teach and mold 
Jacob into the person He wants Him to be. It’s a divine mystery how God can do this, but He 
does. 

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for those who are 
called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of His son.” Romans 8:28-29

8:28 is a very popular verse, what is not as popular is the context that its in. The context, as 29 
makes clear, is that everything is happening in order that you may be conformed to 
Christlikeness. Your suffering is producing your sanctification.

So yes, that family member, that boss, that friend that keeps offending you, that situation that 
you just can’t stand, the person you actively try to avoid, yes that person, or for that matter, that 
illness or disability has a divine hand behind it. It may be the very thing producing Christlikeness 
in you.

“The rod of affliction has been baptized in deep affection before it is laid on the believer’s 
back.” - Spurgeon

If you are believer this morning, you are loved more than you can possibly imagine. Suffering is 
not a sign that you are kicked out of the family. It is a sign of your sonship. Be more afraid if your 
life is easy. He disciplines those He loves. Once a believer, your suffering is never punishment, 
it is only loving discipline. God is pleased with you. He is forming you. He loves you.



3. God is with the lowly
Back to our story, we now enter into the birth wars. One of the major themes that we will see 
here is that God is the main actor and he chooses to bless the lowly, the despised.

29:31, “When the Lord saw that Leah was hated, (this is the older, less attractive, non-
favorite of Jacob), he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren.”

God looks down and sees Leah as the reject, the unloved, the despised, and God says, that’s 
perfect, that’s where I’m landing my blessing. 

Four Sons are given to Leah. Notably the last two are Levi and Judah, who are the forerunners 
of the priestly and kingly tribes in Israel.

Rachel meanwhile goes into some serious depression, full of envy, she says to Jacob in 30:1, 
“Give me children, or I shall die!” Am i in the place of God who has withheld from you the fruit of 
the womb?”

Rachel is desperate, she still doesn’t get it, knowing full well the story of Abraham and Sarah, 
who was also barren and who tried to secure the blessing with human means with a servant, 
she says, here take my servant and have a child with her. Jacob marries her servant and they 
have two babies. Rachel starts to get a little pep in her step, so Leah has to fire back, oh no you 
don’t. Leah then gets Jacob to marry her servant, who produces 2 more babies. Now we are up 
to 4 wives and 8 kids. Leah is winning 6-2.

Rachel is sinking lower. Still not trusting in God, she has an idea. Reuben had these 
mandrakes, which was like an ancient fertility drug, Rachel thinks, hmm… maybe I’ll try that, all 
this waiting on the Lord isn’t much fun. She is so desperate she buys the mandrakes with the 
price of letting Leah sleep with Jacob. It told you this would get messy. Well Leah gets pregnant, 
not Rachel. So much for the human attempt at getting blessed.
And finally when the time is right, It says, 30:22, “Then God remembered Rachel, and God 
listened to her and opened her womb. She conceived and bore a son and said, “God has 
taken away my reproach.” She named him Joseph.

Both of these ladies have their own sets of sin issues for sure. Regardless, they are each at 
different times in very low, despised conditions. God takes special action to visit them in their 
lowliness and to pull them out of it. Both are marvelously blessed as the mothers of the 12 tribes 
of Jacob.

This same theme continues as at this point Jacob has gone from nothing to having wives and a 
bunch of kids, however, yet still no money, no possessions. He tells Laban, how am I going to 
provide for my family? Laban continues to try to outwit Jacob and give him nothing, but Jacob 
steps up his game and outwits Laban through some tricks in mating. However, Jacob is a man 
that is learning, as he rightly confesses later on to his wives, 31: 9 “Thus God has taken away 
the livestock of your father and given them to me.” This was why Laban, as we read earlier 
ends up coming after Jacob.



Jacob, who had nothing, was blessed by God. Leah and Rachel, both in their low state, were 
blessed by God. God loves blessing those that are lowly. He loves to show off His power and 
pour out His blessing in such a way that only He gets the glory.

Maybe you feel like a nobody today. God is here for you. He loves nobodies. He loves to show 
off His grace and power to nobodies. Matter of fact, we are all nobodies, because we are all 
Gentiles. We aren’t of the chosen ones. 

I hope you see this morning that there is no reason to doubt God’s presence in your life.

But the utlimate declaration of God with us is Christ on the cross.

How do we know God’s with us in our sin? Jesus died for our sin. 
How do we know God’s with us in our suffering? Jesus suffered for us.
How do we know God’s with us in our low status? Jesus became nothing for us.

Don’t let sin, or suffering, or your status tempt you to think He is not with you and for you. Press 
on in grace. Press on in peace. Press on in Faith. Press on in Joy.

Let’s Pray.


