
Genesis 11-12:9, “Blessed to be a blessing”

There are roughly 10,000 people groups in the world, making up 7,281,295,000 people.

Defined by cultural and linguistic boundaries of understanding, where the gospel could travel.

4,048 groups, or a total of 3,073,676,000 people in those groups have less than 2% christian presence

40.5% / 42.2% of total popluation

Statistics get much higher when you look at the 10/40 window latitude north of equator in Africa, middle east, 
Asia. Almost 70 percent of the people groups, totally around 3 billion, are considered unreached.

When we look at all individuals across the world, around 5 billion are unsaved.

This is the situation that we find ourselves today. This morning we will look at why we have this spread of 
nations and what our response should be.

Where are we at in the story? God has creates a kingdom which man should enjoy and have dominion over. 
Genesis 1:28, God gives man this command, be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. As long as man obeyed, 
they enjoyed right relationship with God, with each other, and with the earth. But sin enters the picture, and so 
does God’s judgment, which destroys the goodness of what God set up. However, God makes a promise in 
3:15 that a Messiah would come from the seed of Eve who would undue all the works of the Evil One. Adam 
and Eve are exiled out of God’s garden. Wickedness increases till God has enough, and He again judges, this 
time with a flood. In the middle of that flood He was faithful to His promise by preserving Noah and his family.

Post flood God re-institutes the command in 9:1, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.”

And so they begin to obey, and then something happens, let’s read

The Confusion at Babel

11:1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as people migrated from the 
east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 And they said to one another, “Come, 
let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 
Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us 
make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 

They are spreading across the face of the earth, and then they stop. They settle. What was driving this, was 
their corruption.

They had corrupted desires, to want to (Come, let us), stirring themselves up for wickedness

1. Be like God

“Let us build for ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens.”
Tried to be like God, rival him, build it up to heaven. This was not a we want to get close to God, this is we 
want to be like God.

2.   Make their Name Great

“let us make a name for ourselves.” Build their Name. They wanted to make their mark. Achieve something that 
would make them feel good and look great. A name that would be great in the present and that would extend 
well into the future. 



3.  To assert their independence

“lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”

This is in direct opposition to the command of God. God says be dispersed, they say, no. Perhaps its just pride 
driving this. They don’t want to be told what to do. They want to be the master of their own ship. Perhaps as 
some scholars have pointed out, that it was a refusal to trust in the goodness of God and in His protection. So 
instead of trusting God and being obedient which seems scary, we will build a city for our own protection. 

A picture of wickedness.
The foolishness of building our own names. And the sweat we spend in order to build our names. We see how 
foolish they are, their names do not go with them. They are not remembered.

What are you building / pursuing that is in opposition to God?

Just like Adam and Eve could not hide themselves in the garden, these guys building the tower cannot hide 
from God, we can’t hide from God either. 

5 And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6 And the 
Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning 
of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let 
us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 
8 So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 
9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth. 
And from there the Lord dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

So God comes down to see what they have done. He’s not surprised at their tower, he’s surprised at their 
wickedness, which the city and tower is evidence of. He then judges them and scatters them across the earth. 
The judgement is real here, and we have to see that. Sin must be judged. Wickedness will be judged. But I 
want us to see God’s grace here in this judgment.

God’s grace;
1. In not destroying them

God does not wipe them out, He sends them on to new land.

2. In delaying His judgement

God wasn’t surprised to find the city. He wasn’t roaming the earth and then came across it. No, God knows all 
things and He’s everywhere all the time. The Bible says God knows our words before we even speak them. 
God knew when they had the desire for this, he knew their scheming, yet he allowed it to go on for some time. 
There was time for them to repent.

Such is the case for us now. No sin goes unnoticed before our God. He sees it all. The Bible teaches that in 
the end all will have to face judgement. It is God’s grace to allow us a period of repentance before we face 
Him.

3. In restraining sin

He judges them by confusing their languages. Why the languages? God sees that there is unity, and unity in 
wickedness is an awful thing. The city will only grow to become more and more wicked, and the earth will not 
get populated. After the confusing of languages, it says the building was left off, they could not understand 
each other and could not continue the operation.



God is gracious to bring division when there is unity in wickedness. God is gracious to restrain sin in the world. 
Every day He is operating to restrain us from being more evil than we could. Praise God for that!

4. In dispersing them

Finally, God’s grace is seen in His dispersing of them. God ultimately got them to do what they were already 
supposed to be doing, although it was now involuntary, God was accomplishing His purposes and being 
graceful even in the judgement.

God was gracious in His judgment. Yet, He was still not taking care of their wickedness. He was not yet solving 
humanity’s problem of sin. That’s where we now turn.

The Call of Abram

We see something interesting that Moses is doing in his writing to draw attention to Abraham. You may have 
noticed there was a geneology in chapter 10 and chapter 11.  There is the overlap that Moses is drawing out 
attention to, the purpose of that is he is again drawing our attention back to what we talked about in the third 
chapter of Genesis, that God would be renewing humanity and the earth through a Messiah who was to come 
through the line of Eve. As we discussed, whenever you see these generations in Genesis and through the 
Bible, the point is that God is being faithful to His promise. 

So, we got this big geneology between 10 and 11 and in the middle of that you have the Towel of Babel, what 
we see is God is faithful. The tower incident and all its sin will not disrupt God’s plan. 

Then we see something that can easily be missed with this geneology in chapter 11. When Moses picks back 
up the geneology he goes from tracing all the offspring to focusing in on one particular offspring. The function 
that this has is to speed up the narrative, speed up the reading. You aren’t getting lost in this web of family 
trees, rather its a direct line, speeding us up to where, to V.26, “When Terah had lived 70 years, he fathered 
Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

Now Moses brings us all the way to Abram. Everything focuses on Abram. [illustration]

We are at the hinge point in the Genesis. 1-11 is what scholars call the prelude to Genesis, that forms a 
complete unit. 12 then begins the rest of the book, with the call of Abram providing the structure and trajectory. 
“dominates the book of Genesis and casts a shadow which extends across the whole Bible.”

12:1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 
you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Here in the Call of Abram is the answer to Babel. The antidote to the problem of sin. God’s gracious response 
to sin. Listen, The very nations that were scattered will now be blessed by Abraham, called and sent to the 
nations.

Haran to Canaan, about 400 miles

“The climax of God’s call to Abraham comes in the statement ‘so that all the families of the ground 
may be blessed through you’. The promise that Abraham will become a ‘great nation’, which comes in 
the first part of the divine speech in 12:1–3, is subservient to God’s principal desire to bless all the 
families of the ground. The prime motive behind the call of Abraham is God’s intention to bless 
humanity and reverse the disastrous consequences of Adam and Eve’s rebellion in the Garden of 
Eden.”



Blessed to be a blessing. This is the story of God calling Abraham. God landing grace upon Abraham. 
There was nothing special about Abraham. The call did not terminate on Abraham. As if the goodness 
of God was meant only for him, and not to be shared. He’s not to be a channel by which the blessing 
of God can get to others. Right here God dramatically changes His pursuit of humanity. It is not to 
humanity in general, but to humanity specifically through Abraham and the nation that he represents.

How does Abraham respond?

Abraham’s Obedience

12:4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 
old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all 
their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set 
out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the 
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then 
the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar 
to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel 
and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord 
and called upon the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.”

Hebrews gives us a little more commentary on Abraham.

Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive 
as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the 
land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 
promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is 
God.  (Hebrews picks up this theme that is important for us to get. There are two cities being 
contrasted here in Gen 11 and 12. There is the city made by man with bricks (which would have 
reminded the Israelites of their slavery in Egypt), and there is the city made by God, as Rev. tells us is 
the city of God, the heavenly Jerusalem, with streets of gold and)

A few lessons to learn from Abraham

1. Abraham obeyed God by faith, which is to say he obeyed God, trusting in His promises

It says, “Abram went as the Lord told him.” Very simple to say. Very hard to do. We must be people that obey 
God.

Abraham believed God was going to provide. As Hebrews 11 says, he went out “not knowing where he 
was going, to receive an inheritance.” Abraham believed God was going to take care of him, and that 
there was blessing at the end of the journey.

Are you trusting God to take care of you? Maybe you can’t see the big picture in your life. You know, when 
people ask you what’s your 5 year plan, 10 years, you clam up because you don’t know. You just tell those 
people that Abraham didn’t know. We walk by faith, not by sight. God loves you. He will take care of you. The 
road may be hard, but the road is good.

Obedience is only by faith when it is done trusting in God’s promises. Are you obeying by faith? Without faith 
means you are focused on yourself. With faith means you are looking toward God.

Is your life marked by this type of obedience?

2. Abraham sacrificed for God, which was also done by faith



Abraham left everything he knew to go into a foreign land. He left what was known. He left what was 
comfortable. It was a sacrifice. It was not easy.

Matthew 10:37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves 
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow 
me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it.

Do you sacrifice for God? Not because you need to earn something from Him, but because of what God has 
done for you. And as a sign of your allegiance to God. 

3. Abraham worshiped God

This is symbolized in the building of altars. Twice in this passage we see Abraham building an altar to 
the Lord. This is where he would meet and worship God. Thankfulness.

Do you worship God? 

We see a beautiful picture of faith lived out through obedience, sacrifice, and worship.

Abraham was a great man, but he was still a sinful man. There was nothing in Abraham that could reverse the 
curse and bless all nations. But the focus in the story is not on Abraham, it’s on his seed.

Abram’s fulfillment is found in Christ. Christ is the seed.

Galatians 3:16 Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to 
offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ.

But there is a dual fulfillment here. It’s first fulfillment is Christ, and its second fulfillment is the Church.

3:26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there 
is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are 
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.

You are blessed according to promise. And that is good! But do you remember why Abraham was blessed?

He was blessed to be a blessing. To be a conduit of God’s grace to the nations.

The Commission of the Church

And we have just seen that the church is not the physical descendants of Abraham but are the spiritual sons 
and daughters who have faith in Jesus. The Spirit of Christ dwells within the Church. The church therefore 
becomes the great nation, filled with Christ’s Spirit, who is blessed to be a blessing. The church is blessed to 
be a blessing.

Jesus gives His disciples the great commission… “ 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”” 

But He says don’t go until you receive my power, HIs Spirit. That is Pentecost. 



Here we see a marvelous reversal of Babel. Jesus has already risen, and has been exalted to the highest 
place, He is king of the earth.

  2:1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came 
from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
    5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at 
this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing 
them speak in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these 
who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues 
the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does 
this mean?”

What this means, We see a fulfillment of the promise made to Abraham in Genesis 12. The very nations 
scattered at Babel now are being blessed with the good news of the gospel.

The church is commissioned in the Power of the Spirit and under the Lordship of Christ to bless the nations.
ANd folks, that is us today. Here we are. THe nations are out there. They are on our streets and they are 
across the seas. Some are easy to reach, some are hard to reach. But they all need to be reached.

Our task is massive, but so is our God. We have incredible anticipation and expectation for God to accomplish 
His purposes on the earth, rescuing and redeeming humanity.

Our hope if fixed in God’s promise to come, just like Abraham, who was not looking to this world, but to the city 
that was to come. which will be the next time in world history where all the earth is gathered, except this time it 
won’t be for our own name, or for our own glory, it will be for the name of Jesus, and for His glory alone.

Revelation 6, every tribe and tongue around the throne of God, with one voice, in one accord, this time for the 
Name of Jesus.

 6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, 
as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God 
sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated 
on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 
fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying,
“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.” 11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 14 And the four living creatures said, 
“Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.




