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Lesson 8 – Multitrack Recording In Reaper 
 

Welcome to Lesson 8 of Harmony Recording Awesomeness - Multi-Track Recording. This is the 

thing that makes singing harmony with yourself possible. 

 

In lessons six and seven, you created a voice track and a track for background music. Technically, 

that was multi-track recording. If you have more than one track, hint, you're doing multi-track 

recording. 

 

Today we'll start to see how awesome multi-track recording can be beyond just something simple 

like that. Here are some of the things you can do. You can layer sounds together, instruments, voices 

all together. Sing harmony with yourself and others too, of course. Be a one person band -- play all 

the instruments, sing all the parts, and edit specific instruments and sounds without affecting the 

others. And then, mix it all to taste. 

 

Now in Audio Recording Awesomeness Part one, we used Audacity, the free recording software, to 

do everything. In multi-track recording, while possible in Audacity, is a real hassle. In Reaper, 

multi-track recording is just a norm, and it is a gillion gazillion times easier than in Audacity. And if 

that's not the real word, it should be. You don't have to do any alterations to the software settings 

like we did in Audacity, and you don't have to mess with Windows Audio Mixer, which is 

something else you had to do when using Audacity for multi-track recording. In Reaper, it just 

works. 

 

Alright. So, let's start by opening up a Reaper, and we want to start with one track of course. So, 

let's just double-click in this area here to create one track. And if you want to name that, you can. 

This becomes a necessary thing when you're working with lots of different tracks so that you don't 

get lost when you get 24 of a month there. So, let's just call that Track 1. Remember you have to 

click on the little record arm button there, and you can see now that it's recording my voice. And 

like we did in Audio Recording Awesomeness Part 1 with Audacity, we're just gonna record a series 

of 1, 2, 3, 4. And we'll record that three times. So, here we go. All you had to do now that this is 

armed is click here and start recording. One, two, three, four... One, two, three, four... One, two, 

three, four, then hit the stop button. Save all, and just come back here so that we can see what we 

recorded. 

 

Okay. Now in Audacity, we had to actually have two videos for this lesson because you had to go 

into Windows and change some stuff, and you had to go into the settings of the program and change 

some stuff. Here, all you gotta do is double-click, create Track 2. Let's name it Track 2. And we're 

gonna try to keep up with what we did up here. Instead of saying "1" right now, let's just start with 

the "2" so that we don't have to guess where this starts. There's a trick to doing that, and we'll talk 

about that later. So for now, let's just start with the "2" in the first series and just record along with 

what we did in Track 1. Remember, you're gonna need headphones for this because if your speaker 

is on, that will get recorded too and we don't want that. So, put your headphones on and record 

Track 2 the same way 

we recorded Track 1, just sort of record along with what you did in Track 1. Like so... One, two, 

three, four... One, two, three, four... One, two, three, four... Okay. There is nothing we have to do to 

sync this up. That was another problem with Audacity. We had to zero in on it, and we had to take 

our mouse and change it up here to the "Move mouse" to drag everything around. Oh, what a pain 

in the butt that was. 
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Okay. So, let's do this two more times. Add a track over here by double-clicking. Let's try Track 3 in 

there. Also, remember that you need to unarm or disarm the previous tracks when you do this 

because, otherwise, you'll record over them. So, let me just do that on purpose here so you see what 

I mean. If I forgot to uncheck that, you can see here that it's picking up my voice on both of these 

tracks. If I came back here and hit the record button... Oh, hey. It actually gives you a warning now. 

That's very cool. That's the new version of Reaper. I didn't use to do that. 

But if you have an older version, it won't do that. So, let's just pretend we didn't get this warning. 

Two, three, four... You see how it recorded over the track we did earlier? Yeah, we don't want these. 

So, let's delete those because it recorded over the track we've recorded earlier. So, just delete, 

selected "Yes"... Oh, delete... Oh, sorry. Okay. So, now make sure that you have all the previous 

tracks unarmed, and let's do Track 3. One, two, three, four... One, two, three, four... One, two, three, 

four. All right. And let's just do one more. Unarm the previous track, double-click in here... 4. Arm 

that one. Here were go. One, two, three, four... One, two, three, four... One, two, three, four.  

All right. It took us a long time to do that much in the Audacity tutorial. So now, what we're gonna 

do now that we've got four versions of our voice here is I want to make them all visible. So, I'm 

gonna hold down the control button, and use my scroll wheel to make the tracks narrower so that I 

can see all of the tracks at once. So, there we have all four of the tracks. Let me make that maybe a 

little bit wider. Okay, there we go. Now, let's do some panning like we did in Volume 1 of the 

Newbies Guide To Audio Recording Asesomeness. You see this knob right here is the pan knob. 

And if we just click on it, hold the mouse button down and drag it to the left, you see it goes 100%. 

Drag to the right, it goes 100% to the right. To reset it to zero, dead center, just double-click on it 

and it goes back to the center, which is really cool 

 

To duplicate what we did in Volume 1 though, let's mute Tracks 3 and 4 just to start. And let's go 

into Track 1 and click on the pan button, and drag it all the way to the left so it says 100% L. And 

then, on Track 2, we'll do that to the right, 100% right. Now, let's rewind at the beginning and take a 

listen to what we've got. One, two, three, four... One, two, three, four... One, two, three, four... 

Pretty cool, huh? You should've heard one version of you coming into your left ear and another 

version of you coming into your right ear, which is actually called stereo. Okay. Now, we are gonna 

unmute these, and let's mix this of that. These ones are not hard left and right. Let's take this one to, 

say, 60% left or so, and then, this one 60% right. So, we're sort of panning ourselves out across the 

audio spectrum there.  

And rewind, we'll go back to the beginning, and now take a listen to an army of yourself. One, two, 

three, four... One, two, three, four... One, two, three, four... Pretty cool, huh? Yourself coming from 

all around you. 

 

Well, that was just basic multi-track recording, but all of the important lessons were there -- how to 

layer one track on top of another, how to add more tracks, and how to use the pan tool to move them 

across the audio stage in front of you from left to right. We'll see you back here for the next lesson 

where we do some more cool things with multi-track recording.  


