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Lesson 6 – Upgrade To Professional Sound And Software (Reaper) 

 

Welcome to Lesson 6 of the Harmony Recording Awesomeness course. Now that you've seen how 

to record harmonies with free software and a cheap plastic PC mic, let's look at how much more can 

we have done, and how much better it can sound with just a modest upgrade, about $110 or so, to 

REAPER software, a pro-level recording program, and a USB microphone. Of course you can use a 

better mic setup, like a standard large diaphragm condenser mic with an interface box, for even 

better sound, but this lesson is designed to show folks the next level up from the $5 studio we've 

been using up to this point, and so it's good for those who maybe don't have the budget for those 

better mics yet. This lesson contains content excerpted from the Newbies Guide to Audio Recording 

Awesomeness 2, Pro-recording with REAPER. 

 

Now it's time to crank up the quality of your recordings by changing just two things, your 

microphone and your software. We can do the software right now. The microphone might require a 

trip to your local Best Buy. Now if you remember our theory on upgrading your home studio, was 

that you should do it in increments, and it's possible to do that in increments of between $50 and 

$100. This goes against the conventional wisdom of walking into your local music store, spending 

$1,000, $2,000, $5,000, and walking out with a bunch of gear you don't need. This way, it's much 

more affordable, prevents that phenomenon of paying lots of money for too much gear too soon, 

before you need it, which is very common. A lot of folks get home with a whole bunch of expensive 

gear, they don't even know how to use it, and sometimes they never learn how to use it, what a 

waste. This lesson is really two upgrade increments, software and microphone, either of which 

would yield improvements alone. Together it's a pretty great quality upgrade. 

 

First let's talk about the software. This is something we can do together right now. We're gonna use 

REAPER Digital Audio Workstation. REAPER has a totally unique pricing scheme that they call 

the 'fair pricing scheme'. Yes, they have a 30-day trial, but it doesn't stop working after 30 days. 

They understand that it can take longer to evaluate software than that. The 30-day trial is not 

crippled in any way, and at that 30-day point, you'll start getting reminders that the software is not 

free and that you should purchase a license, but you don't have to stop using it. Then when you do 

go to purchase a license, it's $60 for the discounted license, when you're ready to buy; $225 for the 

commercial license, and you decide which license to use, the software is the same regardless. Here's 

their guideline on how to choose the license: If you make less than $20,000 a year using REAPER, 

that is selling the audio that you produce with REAPER, you can use the discounted license, 60 

bucks for $225 software. There's no difference in the software across any of these three licenses, so 

you get professional software for $225, and you get to use it for free until you're done evaluating it, 

and then only 60 bucks after that, until it starts making you $20,000 a year. Who else does that? And 

take it from me, this is awesome software. 

 

So why REAPER? Well compared to Audacity, REAPER is faster, more intuitive, easier, has more, 

and much better quality tools and effects, and will allow for a fast and efficient workflow. 

Ultimately, REAPER is a professional tool, and Audacity, while amazing for the price, is clunky, 

hard to learn, hard to use, and just not conducive to professional results in so many ways. So, what I 

want you to do, is head on over to this website, www.reaper.fm. So, here we are at the site, Here's 

the download button which you will click, and once you clicked that you wanna scroll down and 

choose the version that's right for you. They've got a 64-bit version for Windows, or a 32-bit, and 

then they've also got versions for Mac. So click on the download button for the one that you need 

and then save the file, and once it's done, go ahead and click on the install button, and it will install 
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a program for you. Once the program is installed, I'll meet you back at lesson one. 
 

And welcome back. Alright, now that you've got your software installed, just let it sit tight for a 

while, we're gonna come back to that in lesson two here in just a few minutes. So that's the software 

portion of your studio upgrade. The next thing we're gonna do is, we're going to move to the next 

level of microphone upgrade, which is to use a USB mic. Now I'm not talking about the headset 

kind. We're gonna want to get one that looks like one of these two models right here. One that I use, 

is the Samson Q1U, which is $49, and the other one is the Samson C01U, which is a step up, 

basically, because it's a large diaphragm microphone, and that one is about $75. You can get both or 

either of these at your local Best Buy. And I also recommend using a pop filter, which you can get 

for about $15, or if you're really into doing things yourself, you can make a pop filter by stretching 

nylon pantyhose over a coat hanger. Anyway, moving on. 

 

So why a USB mic? Well, USB mics offer what I consider, to be the most improvement in sound 

quality for the least cost, again we're looking for bang for the buck here. Plus they're really easy to 

use. You can just plug 'em right into your computer's USB port and you're off to the races. You don't 

need to purchase a new sound card or an audio interface box or anything like that. You have 

completed the first major upgrade to your increasingly professional home recording studio. In this 

lesson you upgraded to REAPER Digital Audio Workstation, and second, you learned how much 

better a USB mic is than the old plastic PC mics. Before you move on to the next lesson, go ahead 

and get yourself one of those USB mics, and in the next lesson we can use it to make our first 

REAPER recording.  


