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Lesson 10, Part 1 

 

In lesson 10 of Harmony Recording Awesomeness, we will take a look at how to create harmonies 

with software letting a program do the harmonies for you. I'm not really a fan of this process, but I 

think there are probably people out there who might be able to make good use of it. So, let's take a 

look at a couple of pros and cons of using software to create harmonies for you. On the pros side, 

you don't have to sing or have anyone else sing. Of course, that's part of the fun, if you ask me. But 

sometimes, that might be a benefit. And some programs can generate musically correct harmony 

parts. So, if you're not used to creating harmony parts and need a little help in that area, well, the 

programs that do this well could be beneficial for you. On the cons side, the good programs tend to 

be pretty expensive, the results don't usually sound natural like there are actual people singing those 

harmony parts, and the third thing I don't like is that it's usually really difficult to create these 

harmonies or to figure out how to make the program create the harmonies and it's usually really 

time consuming. 

 

That being said, we will do demos of how to create harmonies using three different kinds of 

software. The first one is a plugin effect that already comes with Reaper. It's called Revoice. The 

second one is a fairly expensive program called Harmony Engine Evo by Antares, the folks who 

brought us Auto-Tune. And the third one we're gonna look at is called Vielklang Instant Harmony 

by Zplane. Go ahead and open Reaper software. For the demo, we're gonna be working with a song 

written by Ken and Lisa Theriot, myself and my wife, called 'The Son of the Sea' which is on my 

album, 'Human History.' And to get an idea what the final product sounds like, take a listen here. 

This is just the chorus of the song that has the vocals and the instruments mixed in. 

 

[music] 

 

Now, let's take a listen to just the vocal harmony without any of the instruments. 

 

[music] 

 

First, I'm gonna quickly show you how to create these harmonies the way we've learned so far, by 

singing them. Then we'll try to recreate the harmonies using those three harmony programs. Let's 

start with a fresh workspace here. So, I'll just delete these. And on 'Track one,' I'd sing and record 

the melody. So, let's just label this 'Melody.' So, as we've done a couple times already, you arm the 

track to record, hit the 'Record,' button, and sing the part. Since we've been through this and in order 

to save time, we'll do like the cooking shows. Here's one I did earlier. Okay. Now, let's go ahead and 

double that. We'll double each of the three parts so we'll have six total tracks. Again, you would just 

sing along while listening to this. We'll label that 'Melody double.' Now, let's take a quick listen to 

what the melody doubled sounds like. 

 

[music] 

 

Sounding pretty good. Next, we would sing one or the other of the harmonies. I think we'll sing the 

high harmony. Actually, I had Lisa Theriot, my wife, sing this harmony. So, let's record it the first 

time here. Let's solo that and take a listen. 
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[music] 

 

And now, she would sing it again. Now, let's take a listen to what just those two doubled sounds 

like. 

 

[music] 

 

Okay. Now, let's listen to what the melody and the high harmony sound like, both parts doubled. 

 

[music] 

 

Okay. Now, in the same manner, we will add the middle harmony. Take a listen to just that part. 

 

[music] 

 

And we'll add the next middle harmony to double that. Let's hear what those sound like doubled, 

soloing those. 

 

[music] 

 

And, what all six parts sound like. 

 

[music] 

 

Now the harmonies are a little bit louder than the lead vocal, so what I'm going to do is create a 

harmony folder. And what that will allow us to do is once we get a harmony mix, we can control all 

of the harmonies with just one track. Here's how that works. I'm going to insert a track here, then 

I'm gonna click on, whether it's a folder, and that makes that track a folder which controls all of 

these tracks that you see indented underneath it. I'm gonna just call that 'harmony folder.' 

 

Now let's just listen to the harmony parts, the lead vocal being on its own track up here. 

 

[music] 

 

Okay, the harmony folder controls all of the harmonies, so let's turn the harmony folder down. See 

how that turned down all of the harmonies? So let's turn it up a little bit more. 

 

[music] 

 

Okay, now let's use these sliders to adjust the volumes of the individual harmonies so that they 

blend well together. Okay, now let's turn up the folder track just a little bit to like negative four. 

 

[music] 

 

There, now that we have a good blend of harmonies, if we want the harmonies lower or higher, all 

we have to do is raise the slider on the harmony folder track lower or higher and not have to mess 
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with the individual parts. 

 

All right, we've got one last thing to do, and that's panning to make the harmonies spread out in the 

stereo spectrum. So far, we've only heard it in mono. See, everything is panned straight up the 

center. So let's go ahead and do some panning. Let's take the high harmony, and we'll go left and 

right with it, and let's go to about 75% or 70%. Let's try 70% and then we'll take the low harmonies 

or middle harmonies here and go all the way to a 100% left and right and see how that sounds. 

 

[music] 

 

Sounds good. You could also try panning it a bit differently and take both the high harmony parts 

and take those all the way to the left a 100% and take the two middle parts all the way to the right a 

100% and see how that sounds. 

 

[music] 

 

Or you could experiment with putting the harmonies in all kinds of different places and see what 

you come up with. All right, so that is how you do harmonies the old-fashioned way. Now let's get 

into looking at using software to create them.  


