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hen people consider Irish dance
they may only think of elaborate
productions like Riverdance. While

that is an impressive work combining music,
dance and visual artistry, it represents only a
small portion of this varied tradition.

Irish dance is a rich tapestry that combines
both solo and social dances. The solo dances
can be traced back to Irish dancing masters
who traveled from town to town. Irish Set
Dances are examples of social dances for
groups and couples. The Irish enjoy dancing
to waltzes as well as round dances. The
Normans brought round dances to Ireland in
the 12th century. These ceili dances also
included line dances–long before they
became popular in country music! Irish
dance is as varied as its people.
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