
Butterfly

Notes from the Composer

Hilda Conkling (1910-1986) was a remarkable early 20th-century poet who 
created her entire body of work between the ages of four and twelve. 
Growing up in Northampton, Massachusetts, her creative environment was 
significantly shaped by her mother, Grace Hazard Conkling, a poet and 
English professor at Smith College. This poem later appeared in her debut 
collection, Poems by a Little Girl (1920), which featured a foreword by the 
esteemed American poet Amy Lowell. 

Seeking musical inspiration from the Great American Songbook to create a 
partner song suitable for young voices, I found Hilda Conkling’s charming 
poem to be a perfect fit. It’s simple, short expression of beauty and joy in 
small things that I often fail to notice or see was striking to me. The 
virtuosic piano accompaniment underscores the melody’s simplicity with a 
lush harmonic language. I sought to evoke the fluttering of butterfly wings 
at the piece’s opening in the piano and to subtly weave this motif throughout 
the texture. 
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