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Live, Interactive Webinar - Monday, January 29, 2024

Accurately describe Wyoming 
land boundaries

Understand private and public 
land rights

Explore oil and gas rights, 
including lease rights

Engineers
6.0 PDHs

Land Surveyor 
6.0 PDHs 

 Attorneys 
6.0 CLE Hours 

You’ll be able to:
Learn methods of land description and explore units of measurement.

Explore rights associated with private and public ownership of land.

Examine different types of oil and gas interests.

Discuss the conveyance of oil and gas rights by lease.

Get an overview of Wyoming water law.

Review developments in Clean Water Act jurisdiction.

Discuss the regulation of Wyoming groundwater.

Wyoming Land  
and Water Law:

 Ownership and Access

Learn fundamentals of 
Wyoming water law

Discuss developments in Clean 
Water Act jurisdiction

Examine Wyoming 
groundwater rights

Continuing Education Credits                                                                         

Property Descriptions 	 				    T. Bannon
Land measurement and land description

•	Units of measurement
•	Methods of description
•	Public land survey system
•	Completeness of description

Property Law						      T. Bannon
Privately owned land

•	Private ownership
•	Landowners and types of estates

State and federal lands
Ownership of oil and gas rights
Kinds of oil and gas interests

Contract Law 						      T. Bannon
Execution of the lease

•	Execution and acknowledgement
•	Recording of the executed lease
•	Ratification and summary

Conveyances 						      T. Bannon
Preparations for leasing
Interpretive problems in oil and gas conveyancing

Oil and Gas Leases 					     T. Bannon
Elements of the lease
Essential clauses of modern oil and gas leases
Oil and gas lease calculations

•	The lease royalty clause

Introduction to Wyoming Water Law			    J.C. Smith

Clean Water Act Jurisdiction over 	 		  D. Bettencourt 
 “Waters of the U.S.”

Overview of CWA and definition of WOTUS
Attempts to amend regulations defining WOTUS and associated  
  court challenges
Updated case law on EPA’s jurisdictional limits
2023 final revised definition of WOTUS

Understanding Groundwater Rights 			   P. Stump
Ownership of groundwater
Regulation of groundwater rights and control areas
Obtaining groundwater rights
Well drilling rights: application and permitting process
Current issues in groundwater rights

•	Tributary vs. non-tributary
•	Wells for agricultural use 					        
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Faculty
Tatyana V. Bannan, serves as a real estate manager at Union Pacific Railroad, 
where her responsibilities encompass evaluating federal grants and historical 
property titles while optimizing the company’s utilization and return on real 
property assets. Prior to her tenure at Union Pacific, she practiced as an oil 
and gas title attorney, specializing in federal title and compliance matters. She 
continues to offer her expertise to clients and collaborates with various law 
firms on special projects. Mrs. Bannan holds the distinguished role of incoming 
president for the Energy & Natural Resource Council of the Wyoming Bar 
Association, reflecting her deep commitment to education, community service, 
and volunteering. Mrs. Bannan holds an MBA degree from Regis University and 
a JD degree from the University of Wyoming. She is a registered professional 
landman and maintains an active membership in both the AAPL (American 
Association of Professional Landmen) and the WAPL (Wyoming Association of 
Professional Landmen), where she contributes to the scholarship committee. 
Mrs. Bannan’s dedication to education extends to her prior role as an adjunct 
professor at the University of Wyoming School of Energy Resources. During 
this time, she developed and instructed two new undergraduate core courses: 
“Introduction to Land Management” and “Senior Registered Landman Capstone” 
as part of the AAPL-certified Professional Land Management/Energy Management 
program.

J. Craig Smith is a partner with Smith Hartvigsen PLLC. He has more than three 
decades of experience as an attorney, in which he has successfully handled a 
number of complex water disputes, land use disputes, takings claims, and other 
issues. He has argued over 30 appeals to the Utah Supreme Court. Mr. Smith 
has represented public and private parties in takings claims arising from land 
use decisions, represented numerous water users in successful settlement of 
instream flow claims on the San Rafael River, and won appeals for municipalities 
and water entities before the Utah and New Mexico Supreme Courts. His most 
notable projects include securing the water rights for Duchesne City through an 
act of Congress, successfully entitling and securing water rights for a multimillion-
dollar resort in Kane County, and creating the first municipal natural gas utility in 
Utah. He is licensed to practice in Utah, Wyoming, and the District of Columbia. 
Mr. Smith earned his B.A. degree, magna cum laude, from Bringham Young 
University, and his J.D. degree, cum laude, from Bringham Young University.

Danielle Bettencourt, director at Fairfield & Woods, P.C., is an environmental, 
public land use, and natural resources attorney with over a decade of experience 
working on federal and state land issues in various states including in Colorado, 
Wyoming, North Dakota, Arizona, and Utah. She works with local governments, 
grazing associations, ranchers, and natural resource producers early on in the 
federal land use planning, permit, or project approval process to ensure clients’ 
interests are protected, they are building an appropriate administrative record 
for appeal, and that they are working cooperatively with the federal and state 
agencies involved in the decision-making process. She works closely with her 
clients to find legal, political, and practical solutions. This also includes advising 
clients and helping them obtain the necessary permits to graze livestock on 
federal land, to gain access to and across federal land, and for other special 
uses on federal land. When necessary, Ms. Bettencourt handles the related 
environmental and land use litigation involving the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA), the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), the Endangered 

Credit Information
This webinar is open to the public and is designed to qualify for up to 6.0 PDHs 
for professional engineers and land surveyors in Wyoming where continuing 
education activities are not subject to pre-approval. 

The Wyoming State Bar has approved this live webinar for 6.0 CLE hours. This 
approval does not apply to the on-demand version of this course. 

Attendance will be monitored, and attendance certificates will be available after 
the webinar for those who attend the entire course and score a minimum 80% on 
the quiz that follows the course (multiple attempts allowed). 

On-Demand Credits 
The preceding credit information only applies to the live presentation. This course 
in an on-demand format may not be eligible for the same credits as the live 
presentation; please consult your licensing board(s) to ensure that a structured, 
asynchronous learning format is appropriate. 

Learn More and Register:
www.halfmoonseminars.org
Customer Service (715) 835-5900 Ext. 1

or scan here

Break
11:45 am- 12:15 pm MST

Afternoon Session 
12:15 - 3:30 pm MST

Log into Webinar
8:00 - 8:30 am MST

Morning Session  
8:30 - 11:45 am MST

Tuition
$319 for individual registration.
$289 for two or more registrants from the same company  
          at the same time.
Included with your registration: PDF seminar manual.  

How to Register
•	Visit us online at www.halfmoonseminars.org
•	Call customer service at 715-835-5900

Webinars are presented via GoToWebinar. Instructions and login  
information will be provided in an email sent close to the date of the webinar.  
For more information, please visit our FAQ section of our website,  
or visit www.gotowebinar.com.

Cancellations: Cancel at least 48 hours before the start of the webinar, and 
receive a full tuition refund, minus a $39 service charge for each registrant. 
Cancellations within 48 hours will receive a credit toward another webinar or the 
self-study package. You may also authorize another person to take your place.

Webinar Information

Can’t Attend? Order the Webinar as an On-Demand Package!
Recordings of this webinar are available for purchase. See details online for 
more information and please refer to specific state licensing rules or certification 
requirements to determine if this learning method is eligible for continuing 
education credit. 

Species Act, the Clean Water Act (CWA), the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros 
Act, the Wilderness Act, and the Mineral Leasing Act. She also has experience with 
Quiet Title Act litigation against the United States over title disputes to County 
roads, R.S. 2477 rights-of-way, and mineral and royalty interest on and across 
federal land.

Phillip Stump, PE, is a senior project manager with HDR in the Cheyenne office. 
He provides water rights and water resources planning and engineering expertise 
to public, mining, energy, and agricultural clients throughout Wyoming. Mr. Stump 
has led many successful teams completing diverse water infrastructure projects, 
meeting client needs while addressing regulatory requirements. Prior to joining 
HDR he served as North Platte coordinator for the Wyoming State Engineer’s 
Office and served with the Water Quality Division of the Wyoming Department of 
Environmental Quality.


