ENCHANTING INDIA & SRI LANKA
Delhi - Goa - Kochi - Munnar - Periyar - Kumarakom - Alleppey - Colombo - Pinnawala Habarana - Sigiriya - Polonnaruwa - Minneriya - Kandy - Bentota - Galle
Tentative dates: January 15/17 – February 5, 2023 (20-22 days)
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Highlights:
•

Optional pre-tour to Agra and the iconic Taj Mahal, built in the 17th century by Mughal emperor Shah
Jahan to house the tomb of his favourite wife, Mumtaz Mahal.

•

The fun and frenetic capital of Delhi and Goa’s relaxing tropical atmosphere. The lush scenery, thrilling
wildlife, colonial history and coconut-rich cuisine of Kerala and Sri Lanka.

•

Kerala, a region of great natural beauty – a land of backwaters, fragrant spices, coconut groves, lush
mangroves, and golden sandy beaches. A more relaxing experience than the chaotic cities of the north,
the south-west of the country is the ideal destination for a first visit to India.

•

The exotic island of Sri Lanka, whose landscapes range from palm-lined sandy beaches to lush
forests and cool hill towns dotted with tea plantations. Visit a variety of World Heritage sites, from the
picturesque hill town of Kandy, to the rock fortress of Sigiriya and the Portuguese fortifications of Galle.

SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
4603 Main Street, Vancouver, BC V5V 3R6, Canada
Tel: 604-291-1332 or 1800-665-0998 Fax: 604-291-1378
Email: sti@sticanada.com website: www.sticanada.com

OPTIONAL AGRA & TAJ MAHAL
Sun, Jan 15 / DEPART CANADA
Depart for India.
Mon, Jan 16 / ARRIVE DELHI
After arrival at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport, transfer to
your hotel. Free time to relax before dinner. (D)
Tue, Jan 17 / DELHI – AGRA
Today drive to Agra, home to one of the world’s great architectural
wonders – the Taj Mahal. Dinner at the hotel. (B,D)
Wed, Jan 18 / AGRA – DELHI
Depart early to watch the sunrise over the magnificent Taj Mahal.
Built in the 17th century by the Mughal Emperor Shah Jehan in
memory of his beloved wife, Mumtaz Mahal, the Taj Mahal is many
things – a tomb, a mausoleum, a mosque, a pleasure garden, a
representation of heavenly paradise and a veiled attempt by the
Emperor to present himself as akin to God. This architectural
masterpiece is constructed entirely out of white marble with beautiful
inlay work and marble screens. Approximately 20,000 of India’s
most revered craftsmen were recruited to give shape to this poetry in
marble. Return to your hotel for breakfast. After check-out, visit the
UNESCO-listed Agra Fort, palace of the Mughal emperors until 1638,
when the capital was shifted from Agra to Delhi.
Return to Delhi and join the main tour. (B)

TOUR COSTS in CAD

Taj Mahal, Agra

Per person, twin-share

$450

Single supplement

$175
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ENCHANTING INDIA & SRI LANKA
Day 1 / Tue, Jan 17: DEPART CANADA

Day 6 / Sun, Jan 22: GOA – KOCHI

Depart for India.

Transfer to the airport for your flight to Kochi (via Hyderabad).
Known as the Queen of the Arabian Sea, Kochi was an important
spice trading centre on the west coast of India from the 14th century.
The Arabs, British, Chinese, Dutch and Portuguese have left indelible
marks on the history and development of this vibrant port city.
Transfer to your hotel on arrival. (B,D)

Day 2 / Wed, Jan 18: ARRIVE DELHI
After arrival at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport, transfer to
your hotel. Free time to relax before dinner. (D)
Day 3 / Thu, Jan 19: DELHI
Morning tour of Old Delhi, starting with Raj Ghat, the memorial
dedicated to Mahatma Gandhi, father of the nation. Drive past the
iconic Red Fort and Chandni Chowk, one of the city’s oldest and
busiest markets, and Jama Masjid – India’s largest mosque which can
hold approximately 25,000 people.
This afternoon, discover New Delhi. Visit Qutub Minar, touted as
India’s largest minaret, and Hamayun’s tomb, thought to have
inspired the Taj Mahal, which it predates by 60 years. Constructed
for the Mughal emperor in the mid-16th century by Haji Begum,
Humayun’s Persian-born wife, the tomb marries Persian and Mughal
elements. See the India Gate, Parliament House, President’s House
and Lakshmi Narayan Temple. (B,D)
Day 4 / Fri, Jan 20: DELHI – GOA
Transfer to the airport for your flight to Goa, a kaleidoscopic blend
of Indian and Portuguese cultures, sweetened with sun, sea, sand,
seafood and spirituality. Transfer to your beachside hotel.
Remainder of the day at leisure to relax on the beach. (B,D)

Day 7 / Mon, Jan 23: KOCHI – MUNNAR
Drive to the beautiful hill station of Munnar, once the summer resort
of the British Government in South India. Located in the Western
Ghats at 1,600 metres above sea level, Munnar rises as three
mountain streams merge – Mudrapuzha, Nallathanni and Kundala.
As the centre of Kerala’s tea industry, sprawling tea plantations, clear
lakes, picturesque towns and winding lanes abound. Munnar is also
home to the Neelakurinji. This flower, which bathes the hills in blue
once in every twelve years, will bloom next in 2030. Afternoon at
leisure. (B,D)
Day 8 / Tue, Jan 24: MUNNAR
Today explore Munnar and its surroundings, including Atukkad
Waterfalls, the quaint hill town of Chithirapuram, renowned for its tea
plantations, and the Floriculture Centre – a well-manicured garden
with hundreds of rare varieties of flowers and herbal plants. Enjoy
the spectacular view of the Western Ghats from Top Station. Visit the
Tata Tea Museum, which depicts the history of tea plantations and
processing since the earlier times. You will also visit one of Munnar’s
beautiful tea plantations. (B,D)

Day 5 / Sat, Jan 21: GOA
Morning tour of Old Goa, former capital of Portuguese India until
1961, known for its colonial-era monuments such as the Basilica of
Bom Jesus, which houses the remains of St. Francis Xavier, the vast
Se Cathedral and the domed Church of St. Cajetan, inspired by
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.
Free afternoon to enjoy Goa’s relaxed tropical atmosphere or scour
the markets. (B,D)

St. Cajetan Church, Goa

Day 9 / Wed, Jan 25: MUNNAR – PERIYAR
Depart for Periyar National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary, home to
elephants, Bengal tigers, bisons, wild pigs, sambars, leopards, langur
monkeys and more. Enjoy a boat cruise on the lake.
The region is known as the Spice Village of India for its vast spice and
tea gardens; cinnamon, clove, nutmeg, ginger, turmeric and vanilla
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cover much of the landscape. Tour a spice plantation on your way to
Thekkady, on the Tamil Nadu border.
Tonight enjoy a Kalaripayattu Martial Art Show – one of the oldest,
traditional martial art forms in Kerala. (B,D)
Day 10 / Thu, Jan 26: PERIYAR – KUMARAKOM
Today drive to Kumarakom, a cluster of islands in the Vembanad
Lake. This beautiful backwater destination is a paradise of mangrove
forests, emerald green paddy fields and coconut groves interspersed
with enchanting waterways and canals.
Afternoon at leisure. (B,D)
Day 11 / Fri, Jan 27: KUMARAKOM – ALLEPPEY
This morning, transfer to Alleppey. Experience the backwaters of
Kerala aboard a premium houseboat. The backwaters are a network
of 1,500 km of canals, both manmade and natural, 38 rivers, and
5 big lakes extending from one end of Kerala to the other. The
houseboats – or Kettuvallam – used in early days for the transport
of goods from isolated interior villages, are today converted and
designed for comfortable cruising and overnight stays. Cruise along
the backwaters, winding your way past small villages. Overnight on
board. (B,L,D)
Day 12 / Sat, Jan 28: ALLEPPEY – KOCHI
Following breakfast on your houseboat, drive to Kochi. Enjoy a
city tour including the Mantancherry Palace, a Portuguese palace
popularly known as the Dutch Palace, with astonishing murals
that depict the entire Ramayana and Mahabharat. See the Jewish
Synagogue – the Commonwealth’s oldest, constructed in 1568 after
allowing Jewish refugees from Jerusalem to settle here during the
Crusades. Watch the Chinese-style fishing nets along the shore.
Tonight enjoy a performance of Kathakali Dances. (B,D)
Day 13 / Sun, Jan 29: KOCHI – COLOMBO – NEGOMBO
Transfer to Cochin International Airport for your flight to Colombo,
Sri Lanka. On arrival, transfer to your hotel in the resort town of
Negombo. Remainder of the day at leisure. (B,D)

Houseboat, Alleppey backwaters

Day 14 / Mon, Jan 30: NEGOMBO – PINNAWALA – HABARANA
Depart for Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage, founded in 1975 by the
Sri Lanka Wildlife Department to afford care and protection to the
many orphaned or injured elephants found in the jungles of Sri Lanka.
Watch the elephants bathe in the Maha Oya River.
Late afternoon arrival in Habarana. (B,D)
Day 15 / Tue, Jan 31: HABARANA – SIGIRIYA – POLONNARUWA – HABARANA
Full day excursion, starting with the ancient rock fortress of Sigiriya
– or Lion Rock. Rising dramatically from the central plains, the
enigmatic rocky outcrop contains the ruins of an ancient civilization,
thought to be once the epicentre of the short-lived kingdom of
Kassapa. A series of moats, ramparts and water garden spread out
on two sides of the rock, with the remains of a pair of giant stone
lions’ paws still guarding the staircase that leads to the summit, once
occupied by a royal palace.
Continue to Polonnaruwa, the country’s capital from the 11th to the
13th century, considered one of the best-preserved historic cities in
the world.
Tonight, join a jeep safari tour of Minneriya National Park – the
largest known meeting place of Asian elephants in the world. Other
mammals found in the park include sambar, spotted deer, macaque
and purple-faced langur monkeys, sloth bears, leopards and
numerous birds. (B,D)
Day 16 / Wed, Feb 1: HABARANA – DAMBULLA – KANDY
This morning explore the Golden Temple of Dambulla – the centre of
pilgrimage for Buddhists and Hindus alike for 22 centuries. The cave
monastery is covered with exquisite 2,000 year-old murals depicting
the life and times of the Lord Buddha. The shrines also house a
collection of 157 statues of Buddha in various sizes and poses,
including a 15-metre long reclining Buddha and vividly coloured
frescoes on the walls and ceiling, making this the largest antique
painted surface in the world.
Visit a spice garden and watch how nutmeg, chilli, cinnamon, cloves,
curry leaves and cardamom are grown and processed. This evening
enjoy the rich culture of Kandy brought alive with a colourful cultural
show. (B,D)

Sigiriya frescoes © Sri Lanka Tourism Bureau

Day 17 / Thu, Feb 2: KANDY – BENTOTA
Visit the sacred Temple of the Tooth, which houses one of
Buddhism’s most sacred relics and attracts followers of the Buddhist
faith from all over the world. The Royal Complex situated around
the Temple of the Tooth and Kandy Lake – comprising the King’s
Palace, the Queen’s Palace, the Audience Hall, the Royal Boathouse
and the Royal Summer House – represent the zenith of ancient Sri
Lankan architecture.
Transfer to Bentota, arriving late afternoon. (B,D)
Day 18 / Fri, Feb 3: BENTOTA – GALLE – BENTOTA
Drive to the beautiful city of Galle. At its beating heart is the old
fortified quarter – a walled cape which has stood through the
colonial periods of the Portuguese, Dutch and British. Once a vital
trading post between the east and west, Galle was the main
maritime port for the country for more than 200 years. Today this
bastion still retains many of its military features, narrow streets and
Dutch-colonial buildings.
Return to Bentota and visit a turtle hatchery. (B,D)

TOUR COSTS in CAD
Per person, twin-share

$3,960

Single supplement

$1,630

AIR OPTIONS in CAD
Approximate flight costs from major Canadian gateways:
$2,000 incl. taxes and day hotel in Delhi
You may also purchase your own flights (book on points etc.)
and meet us at the hotel.

INCLUDED
• Airport transfers (if travelling on suggested group flights)
• Accommodation in comfortable superior hotels
• 1-night houseboat cruise in Alleppey (private bathroom)
• Economy airfare for internal flights:
Delhi – Goa – Kochi – Colombo

Day 19 / Sat, Feb 4: BENTOTA – COLOMBO

• Meals as per itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner)

Head to Colombo, the country’s largest city and capital – a jumbled
mix of modern business blocks, colonial buildings, temples and
tumble-down flats and houses. On a panoramic tour, pass by
the Buddhist Temple of Seema Malakaya, the National Museum,
Old Parliament, Independence Memorial Hall, the gentrified
neighbourhood of Cinnamon Gardens and the harbour.
Celebrate the conclusion of the tour with a farewell dinner at the
hotel. (B,D)

• Private air-conditioned coach transportation throughout
• Comprehensive sightseeing incl. local guides and
admission fees as per itinerary
• Gratuities for guides, drivers and meals

NOT INCLUDED
• International airfare Canada – Delhi; Colombo – Canada
• Travel insurance (please contact our office for a quote)

Day 20 / Sun, Feb 5: DEPART COLOMBO – ARRIVE CANADA
Transfer to Colombo Bandaranaike International Airport for your
flight(s) home. (B)

• Visas for India and Sri Lanka, to be arranged prior to
travel (USD 80 for India; USD 35 for Sri Lanka – subject
to change without prior notice)
• Baggage handling
• Drinks with meals
• Items of a personal nature
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RESERVATION FORM
OPTIONAL AGRA & TAJ MAHAL (pre-tour extension)
ENCHANTING INDIA & SRI LANKA

Tentative dates: Jan 15-18, 2023
Tentative dates: Jan 18-Feb 5, 2023

Please fill out this form in full and mail it with your deposit of $600.00 and travel insurance payment for each traveller.
Travel insurance is optional but recommended. Please write name(s) exactly as listed in passport (e.g.: William, not ‘Bill’).

TRAVELLER #1

TRAVELLER #2

Mr/Mrs/Ms

First name

First name Mr/Mrs/Ms

Date of birth:

Middle name(s)

Middle name(s)

Last name

Last name
dd/mmm/yyyy

dd/mmm/yyyy Date of birth:

City + country of birth:

City + country of birth:

Passport #:

Passport #:

Passport expiry date:

dd/mmm/yyyy Passport expiry date:

dd/mmm/yyyy

Passport issuing country:

Passport issuing country:

Preferred first name (for name tag):

Preferred first name (for name tag):

ADDRESS
Street:
City:

Province/State:

Postal code:

Country:

Cell #:

Home #:

Email:
Accommodation:

Single

Seating preference on aircraft: 		

Double

Twin 		

Aisle 		

Window

Sharing with:

Special dietary meal request:

(where available)

Next of kin (in case of emergency): 					

Phone #:

TRAVEL INSURANCE (to be purchased at time of deposit)
All Inclusive 		

Trip Cancellation

Declined

Amount of premium: $ ..................

PAYMENT
Please make cheques payable to:

SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
4603 Main Street
Vancouver, BC V5V 3R6 Canada
Tel: 604-291-1332 or 1800-665-0998

Visa / MasterCard / American Express (a 2% service fee applies to payments made by credit card)
Card #: 							Expiry date:
Name on card:
Amount to be charged: $ ..................
I acknowledge that I have read and agree to the terms and conditions outlined in the brochure.

SIGNATURE:

Date:

FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW
RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT:
$600 pp deposit due at time of booking
2nd installment of $1,000 pp due by June 17, 2022
Balance due by October 17, 2022
*** Due to the current COVID-19 crisis, please check with our office for
the most up-to-date payment schedule. ***
Tour documents will be sent to you approximately 14 days prior to your
trip departure, provided full payment has been received.
TOUR PRICES:
All tour prices for land arrangements are based on rates effective at
the time of printing and are expected to be in effect at the time of
departure. Should these rates change, it may be necessary to surcharge
the price of your vacation. Should the tour price increase by more than
10%, the passenger shall have the right to cancel within seven days of
notification without penalty.
CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS:
Notice of cancellation must be made in writing. The effective
cancellation date is the date when written notification is received by
Special Travel International (hereafter called STI). Deposits are
non-refundable. The following scale of charges will apply when
cancellation is received prior to departure:
Until June 16, 2022
$600
June 17 – Oct 16, 2022
$1,600
Oct 17 – Nov 16, 2022
75%
From Nov 17, 2022
100%
*** Due to the current COVID-19 crisis, please check with our office for
the most up-to-date cancellation and refund policy. ***
NB: different payment/cancellation policies apply to airline tickets;
you will be advised at time of booking.

RESPONSIBILTY AND LIABILITY:
STI acts only as an agent in securing all services related to the tours
described in this brochure, including transportation, sightseeing and
accommodation. STI shall not be responsible or liable for any loss,
cost, damage, injury, delay or expense arising from the use of any
conveyance, accommodation or service or from acts of God, strikes,
weather, quarantine, accidents, sickness, government regulations,
insufficient documents and any loss expense resulting from the above
contingencies shall be borne by the tour member. In the event it
becomes necessary or advisable for the comfort of the passenger, or
for any reason whatsoever, to alter the itinerary or arrangements, such
alterations may be made without penalty to the operators. Additional
expense, if any, shall be borne by the passenger. The right is reserved to
withdraw any or all tours should conditions warrant, and also to decline
to accept or retain any passenger as a member of the tour. In such
instances, full or equitable amounts will be refunded.
TRAVEL DOCUMENTS:
It is entirely the passenger’s responsibility to possess whatever
documents and visas are required by the law of the countries visited
on the tour.
AIRLINE RESPONSIBILITY:
Any air carrier providing transportation in connection with these tours
is not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the
time the passenger is not on board its planes or conveyances. The
passenger contract in use by the airlines concerned, when issued, shall
constitute the sole contract between the airline and the purchase of
these tours and/or passenger. Similar responsibility as noted applies to
all types of carriers, including car rental companies.

TRAVEL INSURANCE:
STI strongly recommends that each tour participant has health,
cancellation, interruption, accident and baggage insurance for the
duration of his/her travel.
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