RED DEER & DISTRICT PIPE BAND & FRIENDS
Ireland - Scotland
August 4-19, 2020 (16 days)
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ITINERARY
Day 1 / Tue, Aug 4 / CALGARY/EDMONTON – DUBLIN
Departure for Ireland.
Day 2 / Wed, Aug 5 / ARRIVE DUBLIN
Arrive at Dublin Airport. Embark on a panoramic tour of Dublin.
Discover the north and south side of the River Liffey. This area
offers great striking monuments such as the General Post Office,
O’Connell Street, or the Custom House along the quays, as well as
Phoenix Park. The south side appears more sophisticated with its
vast Georgian squares, such as Merrion Square, where Oscar Wilde’s
House can still be found, along with Grafton Street and its quality
shops. Not so far from St. Stephen’s Green, see the house of Bram
Stoker, author of Dracula.
Visit Trinity College & Book of Kells. Trinity was founded in 1592
by Queen Elizabeth I on grounds confiscated from an Augustinian
priory and is the oldest university in Ireland. Thomas Burgh built the
Old Library in the 18th century. Today it houses one of Ireland’s most
illustrious books, the 9th-century Book of Kells. Check into your
hotel after 3:00pm. Welcome dinner at a local restaurant. (D)
Day 3 / Thu, Aug 06 / DUBLIN
This morning visit the Guinness Storehouse – Europe’s largest
stout producing brewery. Opened in 1904, the storehouse was an
operational plant for fermenting and storing Guinness. Learn about
the ingredients, the brewing process, the time, the craft and the
passion. After the tour, enjoy a pint of Guinness in the Gravity Bar.
Continue to the Jameson Distillery. This old barley storehouse,
once the centre of distilling in Dublin, was renovated in 1998 and
converted into a museum. The guided tour will take you through
the various stages of whiskey distilling from grain intake to malting,
mashing, fermentation, distillation, maturation and bottling. Taste
the signature Jameson drink in the Jameson bar. Return to your
hotel. Rest of the day at leisure. (B)
Day 4 / Fri, Aug 7 / DUBLIN – GALWAY
Depart for the Cliffs of Moher. Situated on the Atlantic Ocean
and bordering the Burren region, they are one of Ireland’s most
spectacular sights. Standing 230 metres above the ground at
their highest point and 8km long, the cliffs boast one of the most
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amazing views in Ireland. On a clear day, the Aran Islands are
visible in Galway Bay as well as the valleys and hills of Connemara.
Continue through the Burren region. The Burren landscape is
visually similar to a moonscape and shelters a mixture of flora and
archaeological sites. Man came here over 6,000 years ago, cleared
the forests and set in motion soil erosion. Centuries of weathering
have produced a terrain of fissured limestone pavements,
disappearing lakes, terraced mountains and underground cave
systems. For millennia man has left his mark; megalithic tombs and
cooking sites litter the pavements, while medieval tower houses
and churches guard the valleys. In the Burren, Arctic, Alpine and
Mediterranean plants grow together. Check into your hotel in
Galway. Evening at leisure. (B)
Day 5 / Sat, Aug 8 / GALWAY – DONEGAL
Head to Carrowmore Cemetery, which has over 60 stone circle and
passage tombs making it one of the largest Stone Age cemeteries
in Europe. It is also among Ireland’s oldest cemeteries of megalithic
tombs, with monuments ranging from an amazing 5,500 to 6,500
years old. A restored cottage houses an exhibition about the site.
Continue to Belleek Pottery. This world-famous brand has its home
in an imposing Victorian building in the village of Bellek on the river
Erne. The guided tour covers all of the production areas offering
guests the possibility of meeting with the craftspeople, observing
their craftsmanship working on the different handmade pieces.
Afternoon arrival in Donegal. (B,D)
Day 6 / Sun, Aug 9 / DONEGAL – DERRY
Depart for the stone fort of Grianán of Aileach, which sits on a
hilltop 250 metres above sea level. Its origins date back to 1700 BC.
It is linked to the Tuatha de Danann who invaded Ireland before the
Celts and built stone forts on top of strategic hills. The round fort is
built largely without mortar.
Continue to Derry for a panoramic tour. Founded in the 6th century
by St. Columba, Derry is the second largest city and port of
Northern Ireland. A walk on the walls, built in 1613 to protect the
town from the Gaelic chieftains in Donegal, is a must. Rising to a
height of 8 metres, they are 9-metre wide in some areas and are
among the best preserved fortifications in Europe. Today these walls
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separate two communities, the Bogside – a Catholic ghetto with its
famous murals, and the Waterside – a Protestant enclave.
Possible performance by the Red Deer & District Pipe Band on the
Derry City Walls. Check into your hotel in Derry. (B)
Day 7 / Mon, Aug 10 / DERRY – BELFAST
Encounter Northern Ireland’s favourite giant, Finn McCool, at
the Giants Causeway Visitor Centre on the North Antrim coast.
According to legend Finn McCool created the Giants Causeway
by building stepping stones to Scotland to challenge the Scottish
giant Benandonner. This UNESCO World Heritage site consists of
40,000 basalt polygonal columns formed 60 million years ago after
a volcanic eruption.
Continue to the Carrick-a-Rede, a spectacular rope bridge on the
Antrim Coast, which spans a chasm 30-metre deep and 20-metre
wide. Originally a seasonal working bridge for fishermen, it connects
a small island to the mainland. Its construction once consisted of a
single rope handrail and widely spaced slats, which the fishermen
would cross to bring ashore salmon caught off the island.
Check into your hotel in Belfast. (B)
Day 8 / Tue, Aug 11 / BELFAST
This morning enjoy a panoramic tour of Belfast. See the leaning
Albert Memorial Clock tower (Ireland’s answer to the Tower of
Pisa), the City Hall, the Opera House, the Crown Bar (dating from
1885), Queens University and the Botanic Gardens. A visit to the
Shankill and Falls road will be of interest as it will give the visitor an
indication of how life was in Belfast during the troubles.
Continue to the Titanic Belfast, which recreates the story of the
world’s most famous ship in an iconic building right beside the
historic site of the original ship’s construction. Opened in 2012 to
coincide with the centenary of its launch, the self-guided journey
begins on entering the building’s giant atrium, where the visitor is
surrounded by the four ‘ship’s hull’ shaped wings which house the
Titanic Experience. Uncover the true story of the Titanic, from her
conception in Belfast in the early 1900s, through her construction
and launch, to her famous maiden voyage and subsequent place in
history. Possible performance by the Red Deer & District Pipe Band
outside Titanic Belfast.
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A visit to the Andante Percussion Drum Factory might be possible
(not included and to be confirmed, as the group is scheduled to
participate in the World Championship). Andante Percussion was
formally established by Sam and Frank Hodgen in November 1986.
They were both experienced band players with over 80 years’
collective experience as musicians. Evening at leisure. (B)
Day 9 / Wed, Aug 12 / BELFAST – GLASGOW
This morning transfer to Belfast Ferry Port. Board the ferry
to Cairnryan, Scotland, as walk-on passengers. After arrival in
Cairnryan, drive to Glasgow for a panoramic tour of Scotland’s
largest city. From the magnificent St. Mungo Cathedral to the
People’s Palace and Glasgow Green, explore Glasgow’s rich past as
a religious centre and one of the most important industrial cities
in Britain. The Victorian architecture of the city centre offers a
striking contrast to the extensive parks of the West End. Among
those, Kelvingrove offers a haven of peace in the city, with amazing
views on Glasgow University’s striking buildings and the Kelvingrove
Museum. Glasgow is home to Scotland’s most celebrated architect,
Charles Rennie Mackintosh. Check into your hotel in Glasgow.
Dinner at the hotel. (B,D)
Day 10 / Thu, Aug 13 / GLASGOW – TYNDRUM
Depart for the Battle of Bannockburn Visitor Centre. In 1314, in
what became one of the defining moments in Scottish history,
King Robert the Bruce routed the English forces of King Edward
II to win a much-longed-for freedom for the Scots. The Battle of
Bannockburn was one of the greatest and most important pitched
battles ever fought in the British Isles. Take your place on the
battlefield. Stand face-to-face with fearless medieval warriors.
Witness two opposing kings who changed the path of Scotland’s
history. Harnessing state-of-the-art 3D technology, visitors can
experience medieval combat like never before to learn about this
crucial event in Scottish history.
Enjoy a cruise on Loch Lomond – the jewel in Scotland’s first
National Park. The cruise allow you to access the inaccessible on
the eastern shore. Continue to Tyndrum. Dinner at the hotel. (B,D)
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Day 11 / Fri, Aug 14 / TYNDRUM – FORT WILLIAM
Today enjoy the views of Glencoe and Ben Nevis while you journey
to Fort William. Possible performance by the Red Deer & District
Pipe Band at High Street in Fort William. Check into your hotel.
Optional: experience the Highland Games (to be confirmed once
2020 schedule is announced). (B)
Day 12 / Sat, Aug 15 / FORT WILLIAM
Take your place on board the Jacobite Steam Train. Chugging
through the misty lochs and sweeping glens of the Scottish
Highlands, this is one of Britain’s greatest train journeys, taking
passengers on a nostalgic ride between Fort William in the West
Highlands and Mallaig on Scotland’s west coast. The 135km roundtrip route passes Ben Nevis, Scotland’s highest mountain, and the
Glenfinnan viaduct, seen in the Harry Potter films as the Hogwarts
Express. Return to your hotel and enjoy some free time. (B)
Day 13 / Sun, Aug 16 / FORT WILLIAM – PITLOCHRY
Depart for Blair Castle, the ancient seat of the Dukes and Earls of
Atholl. Blair Castle has a long and illustrious history, throughout
which it has accumulated many fascinating historical artefacts,
including antique furniture, art, period dress and arms and armour.
Continue to Blair Athol Distillery, established in 1798, and one of
the oldest working distilleries in Scotland. It produces a 12-year old
Single Malt Whisky with mellow deep-toned aromas, a strong fruity
flavour and a smooth finish. See the distillers utilizing the most
valuable of local resources, the crystal-clear waters of the Allt Dour.
Check into your hotel in Pitlochry. (B)
Day 14 / Mon, Aug 17 / PITLOCHRY – EDINBURGH
This morning drive to Stirling Castle. One of Scotland’s grandest
castles, Stirling Castle towers over some of the most important
battlefields of Scotland’s past including Stirling Bridge, the
site of William Wallace’s victory over the English in 1297, and
Bannockburn, where Robert the Bruce defeated the same foe in
the summer of 1314. Situated on a volcanic outcrop guarding the
lowest crossing point of the River Forth, it is a great symbol of
Scottish Independence and a source of enduring national pride.
Stirling Castle has seen many royal dramas and witnessed the lives
and deaths of almost every Scottish monarch up to the Union of the
Crowns in 1603.
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Continue to the Falkirk Wheel, an exceptional feat of modern
engineering. Designed to reconnect the Forth and Clyde Canal and
the Union Canal, this remarkable and elegant mechanical marvel
is the only rotating boatlift in the world. Check into your hotel in
Edinburgh. Tonight attend the Edinburgh Military Tattoo. (B)
Day 15 / Tue, Aug 18 / EDINBURGH
Walking tour of Edinburgh, one of the world’s finest capital cities.
The medieval streets run through the whole city telling their own
story about the 1,000-year old traditions and myths of Edinburgh.
Discover the Royal Mile, the Princes Street Gardens and Calton Hill.
Afternoon at leisure in Edinburgh.
Tonight join fellow travellers for dinner and entertainment at the
Spirit of Scotland. Enjoy a 3-course meal with wine featuring
Scottish specialties. You will be entertained by the finest of Scottish
talent presenting the beautiful music, poetry and stories. There will
be some entertainment between courses with the main show at the
end of the meal. Transfer back to your hotel. (B,D)
Day 16 / Wed, Aug 19 / SCOTLAND – CALGARY/EDMONTON
Transfer to Edinburgh or Glasgow Airport for your flight(s) home. (B)

TOUR COSTS in CAD
Per person, based on twin occupancy
Per person, twin-share
Single supplement		

$5,200
$980

RESERVATION FORM
RED DEER & DISTRICT PIPE BAND & FRIENDS

August 4-19, 2020

Please fill out this form in full and mail it with your deposit of $400.00 and travel insurance payment for each traveller.
Travel insurance is optional but recommended. Please write name(s) exactly as listed in passport (e.g.: William, not ‘Bill’).

TRAVELLER #1

TRAVELLER #2

Mr/Mrs/Ms

First name

First name Mr/Mrs/Ms

Date of birth:

Middle name(s)

Middle name(s)

Last name

Last name
dd/mmm/yyyy

dd/mmm/yyyy Date of birth:

City + country of birth:

City + country of birth:

Passport #:

Passport #:

Passport expiry date:

dd/mmm/yyyy Passport expiry date:

dd/mmm/yyyy

Passport issuing country:

Passport issuing country:

Preferred first name (for name tag):

Preferred first name (for name tag):

ADDRESS
Street:
City:

Province/State:

Postal code:

Country:

Cell #:

Home #:

Email:
Accommodation:

Single

Seating preference on aircraft: 		

Double

Twin 		

Aisle 		

Window

Sharing with:

Special dietary meal request:

(where available)

Next of kin (in case of emergency): 					

Phone #:

TRAVEL INSURANCE (to be purchased at time of deposit)
All Inclusive 		

Trip Cancellation

Declined

Amount of premium (see next page): $ ..................

PAYMENT
Please make cheques payable to:

SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
4603 Main Street
Vancouver, BC V5V 3R6 Canada
Tel: 604 291 1332 or 1800 665 0998

Visa / MasterCard / American Express (a 2% service fee applies to payments made by credit card)
Card #:
Expiry date:
Name on card:
Amount to be charged: $ ..................
I acknowledge that I have read and agree to the terms and conditions outlined in the brochure.

SIGNATURE:

Date:

INCLUDED
• Airfare Edmonton/Calgary - Dublin;
Edinburgh/Glasgow - Edmonton/Calgary
• Accommodation in superior tourist class hotels,
based on double occupancy
• Meals as per itinerary
(B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner)
• Private coach and guide throughout
• Comprehensive sightseeing and admission fees
as per itinerary
• Edinburgh Tattoo tickets ($130)
• Gratuities for drivers and guides

NOT INCLUDED
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Air taxes (approx. $650-$700)
Travel insurance
Baggage handling
Meals not mentioned in itinerary
Drinks with meals
Items of a personal nature
Extra luggage

FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW
RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT:
$400 pp deposit due at time of booking
2nd installment of $600 pp due by February 28, 2020
Balance due by June 4, 2020
Travel documents will be sent to you approximately 14 days prior to
your trip departure, provided full payment has been received.
TOUR PRICES:
All tour prices for land arrangements are based on rates effective at
the time of printing and are expected to be in effect at the time of departure. Should these rates change, it may be necessary to surcharge
the price of your vacation. Should the tour price increase by more
than 10%, the passenger shall have the right to cancel within seven
days of notification without penalty.
CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS:
Notice of cancellation must be made in writing. The effective cancellation date is the date when written notification is received by Special
Travel International (hereafter called STI). The deposit of $400 is
non-refundable. The following scale of charges will apply when cancellation is received prior to departure:
Until Feb 28, 2020		
$400
Feb 29 – June 4, 2020
$1,000
From June 5, 2020		
100%
NB: different payment/cancellation policy applies to airline tickets; you
will be advised at time of booking.
TRAVEL INSURANCE:
STI strongly recommends that each tour participant has health,
cancellation, interruption, accident and baggage insurance for the
duration of his/her travel.

RESPONSIBILTY AND LIABILITY:
STI acts only as an agent in securing all services related to the tours
described in this brochure, including transportation, sightseeing and
accommodation. STI shall not be responsible or liable for any loss,
cost, damage, injury, delay or expense arising from the use of any
conveyance, accommodation or service or from acts of God, strikes,
weather, quarantine, accidents, sickness, government regulations,
insufficient documents and any loss expense resulting from the above
contingencies shall be borne by the tour member. In the event it becomes necessary or advisable for the comfort of the passenger, or for
any reason whatsoever, to alter the itinerary or arrangements, such
alterations may be made without penalty to the operators. Additional
expense, if any, shall be borne by the passenger. The right is reserved
to withdraw any or all tours should conditions warrant, and also to
decline to accept or retain any passenger as a member of the tour. In
such instances, full or equitable amounts will be refunded.
TRAVEL DOCUMENTS:
It is entirely the passenger’s responsibility to possess whatever documents and visas are required by the law of the countries visited on the
tour.
AIRLINE RESPONSIBILITY:
Any air carrier providing transportation in connection with these tours
is not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the
time the passenger is not on board its planes or conveyances. The
passenger contract in use by the airlines concerned, when issued,
shall constitute the sole contract between the airline and the purchase of these tours and/or passenger. Similar responsibility as noted
applies to all types of carriers, including car rental companies.

SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL BC Reg #23625
4603 Main Street, Vancouver, BC V5V 3R6, Canada
Tel: 604 291 1332 or 1800 665 0998 Fax: 604 291 1378
Email: sti@sticanada.com website: www.sticanada.com

