
Explore the magnificent wines and châteaux 
of Bordeaux and the Loire, cruise the beautiful 
Loire valley, and delve into the rich culture and 
history of France's western coast.
BordEaux – saint-EmiLion – Fronsac – La rochELLE 
nantEs – 5-night LoirE VaLLEy cruisE – paris

Bordeaux & Grandeur of the Loire
wine, culture & castles of the loire
september 19 – 28, 2018 (10 days)

Special Travel inTernaTional
4603 Main Street Vancouver, BC V5V 3R6 Canada
tel: (604) 291-1332 or 1(800) 665-0998 Fax: (604) 291-1378
e-mail: sti@sticanada.com website: www.sticanada.com
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Day 1 Wed, September 19
canaDa - BorDeaux
Departure for Europe.

Day 2 Thu, September 20
arrive BorDeaux
We transfer to the hotel. After check in there is 
time to relax before dinner. (D)

Day 3 Fri, September 21
BorDeaux
Our exploration of the famous wine capital begins 
with a tour of the town, classified as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. After Paris, Bordeaux "La 
Belle Endormie" (Sleeping Beauty) has the 
highest number of preserved historical buildings 
of any city in France. A jewel of 18th century 
design, Bordeaux boasts a remarkable unity of 
architecture, the longest pedestrian shopping 
street in Europe and the largest plaza as well as 
Roman and Medieval buildings. The magnificent 
curve of waterfront along the Garonne river 
beckons with markets, plazas, boutiques and 
heritage façades. We'll see the Cathedral Saint-
André in the City Hall district with our guide, the 
elegant neoclassical Grand Theatre, and the old 
marketplace Place du Parlement and the former 
royal square Place de la Bourse in the beautiful 
Old Town.

We'll enjoy time at leisure for lunch and continue 
our tour in the afternoon with a visit to the 
spectacular Cité du Vin, including wine tasting 
in the Belvédère with a breathtaking view of 
Bordeaux and the Garonne.

The Cité du Vin is an interactive museum, 
3,000 square metres of immersive and sensory 
exploration of wine culture and heritage. Twenty 
engaging thematic areas invite you to discover 
the depth and diversity of this surprising and 
ancient industry.

Then we will embark on a short cruise along 
the Garonne's Port de la Lune. We'll enjoy the 
local beverage while hearing the history linking 
the river and the wine trade upon which the city 
thrives. Finally, we'll retire for dinner. (B,D)

Day 4 Sat, September 22
BorDeaux – SainT-Émilion – BorDeaux
We leave Bordeaux for the vineyards and village 
of Saint-Émilion, perhaps passing through the 
vineyards of Pomerol, home of the famous 
Château Pétrus en route. We'll visit Saint-
Émilion, a scenic town dating back to Roman 
times, famed for its prestigious wines and wealth 
of underground monuments. Most striking is 

the 12th-century Monolithic Church, carved into 
the limestone hillside and the largest church of 
its kind in Europe. Further hidden from view 
below the city we'll see the Catacombs, and the 
oldest monument, the 8th century Hermitage of 
the saint. The Benedictine monk Émilion spent 
the last 17 years of his life in the grotto, in which 
you can still see the spring, and his bed and 
meditation chair carved from the rock. The Trinity 
Chapel dedicated to the town's patron saint 
is a magnificent testimony of the 13th century 
architecture with remarkable restored frescoes. 

We'll then proceed to the Château La Dauphine 
in the nearby Fronsac appellation. 40km from 
Bordeaux, the ancient Gaulois marketplace came 
under rule by Rome and then Charlemagne 865 
years before this ancestral duchy of Fronsac was 
bestowed upon Cardinal Richelieu. The lands 
supplied the wines most favoured by Louis XV, 
and thence became the most sought-after wines 
in the kingdom, ahead of Pomerol and Saint-
Émilion. The Château de La Dauphine also 
commemorates this royal past, named for an 18th 
century visit by Marie-Josèphe de Saxe, wife of 
the Dauphin of Louis XV and mother of the last 
kings of France. The Château de La Dauphine, 
nestled in an arch of the Dordogne, is in the heart 
of a 53Ha BIO & BIODYAMIE vineyard of merlot 
and cabernet franc. The meticulous care of the 
vineyard is accented by state of the art facilities 
for the production of two great wines: Château 
de La Dauphine & Delphis de La Dauphine. 
We will explore the Park, with its views of the 
Château, vineyard and winery buildings, before 
enjoying lunch. Later in the afternoon we return 
to Bordeaux and the evening is yours to enjoy one 
of the many notable bistros and brasseries. (B,L)

Day 5 Sun, September 23
BorDeaux – la rochelle – emBark aT 
nanTeS
We depart for La Rochelle and upon arrival we 
will enjoy a guided tour of the city and its Old 
Port District. Oft besieged, this city reveals a 
fascinating history pre-dating the Romans, vital as 
a virtual free port and as the largest French port 
throughout the Middle Ages. At the intersection 
of the Cours des Dames and Quai Duperré stands 
the Rochelais Gothic style clock, used to define 
the boundary of the Port de la Cité. Through this 
gate we will explore the Old City and its arcaded 
streets, enjoying time at leisure for lunch and a 
stroll. Following lunch we will proceed to Nantes 
and board the Loire Princesse. Before dinner we’ll 
meet the crew and enjoy a Welcome Drink. (B,D)

Bordeaux & Grandeur of the Loire
wine, CultuRe & CaStleS oF the loiRe

BoRdeaux – Saint-eMilion – FRonSaC – la RoChelle – nanteS
5-night loiRe CRuiSe – paRiS

September 19 – 28, 2018 (10 days)
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Day 6 mon, September 24 
nanTeS – SainT-nazaire
We begin with a guided tour of Nantes and the 
Castle of the Dukes of Brittany.
In the afternoon we’ll visit Saint-Nazaire, one of 
the most prominent seaports for the region. We’ll 
visit the Escal’Atlantic and Saint-Nazaire shipyard 
to learn more about the maritime history of one 
of the largest shipyards in Europe. We rejoin the 
ship in Saint-Nazaire for the night, and enjoy an 
evening of music and dancing. (B,L,D)

Day 7 Tue, September 25
SainT-nazaire – cliSSon – anceniS
The vessel sets sail early this morning, cruising 
until we reach Ancenis in the early afternoon.  
We’ll visit the Muscadet Wine Route and the 
charming medieval town of Clisson. (B,L,D) 

opTional: loire Fly over
Admire the Loire from above by helicopter. 
Leaving from Ancenis, experience an 
unforgettable flight over the Loire River.

Day 8 Wed, September 26
anceniS – Bouchemaine – angerS
We spend the morning cruising toward 
Bouchemaine. This afternoon we will visit the 
town of Angers, capital of the Anjou region. 
Visiting the 13th century fortress, we’ll be able to 
see the Apocalypse Tapestry, which is a large and 
important series of the oldest surviving medieval 
French tapestries in existence. (B,L,D)

opTional: BriSSac Wine TaSTing
Visit the Château de Brissac and the castle 
cellars and enjoy a wine tasting.

Day 9 Thu, September 27
angerS – Bouchemaine – loire 
châTeaux – anceniS
We devote the full day to exploring the most 
fairytale castles of the Loire. 

We’ll leave by coach for the Azay-le-Rideau 
Château. Built on a small island in the middle of 
the Indre River, the château as it is seen today 
was built under Francis I by Gilles Berthelot, a 
wealthy financier who wanted to incorporate its 
medieval past alongside the latest architectural 
styles of the Italian Renaissance. The Château is 
a French National Monument and possesses all 
the refinement found in the French Renaissance. 
We’ll continue to Villandry for lunch. After lunch, 
enjoy a walk through the Château’s famous and 
extensive gardens. Finally, we’ll continue to Ussé 
Château, thought to be the setting which inspired 
Charles Perrault when writing “Sleeping Beauty”. 
Still inhabited today, this stronghold was rebuilt 
in the 15th and 16th centuries. With its iconic 
fortified towers, turrets and steeples, the castle 
looks perfectly suited to fairytale romance. 

Returning to the ship, we look forward to a Gala 
dinner this evening, followed by an evening of 
music and dancing. The ship sets sail during the 
evening for Nantes and continues through the 
night. (B,L,D)

Day 10 Fri, September 28
nanTeS – pariS
This morning we arrive in Nantes and disembark. 
Continue on to Paris for your flight home or 
exTenD your stay in the City of Lights. (B)

pleaSe noTe: The cruise schedule may vary according to tides and the order of the excursions 
may be changed to ensure the best organization of your cruise. For the safety of our passengers, 
the captain and crew of the boat may decide to modify the navigational itinerary. The cruise 
schedule may vary according to tides and arrival times at ports of call may be subject to change. 
Depending on docking availability, stopover in Bouchemaine may be replaced by Chalonnes-sur-
Loire. In this event, order of excursions could be altered.
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air opTionS
Group flights are not included as tour members 
will be joining us from various gateways.  
At the time of booking we will quote you the best 
possible rate.
You may also purchase your own fights and meet 
us at the hotel, if you wish to arrange your own 
stopovers, book on points, fly Business Class etc.

approximate flight cost  (in Canadian funds 
departing various Canadian gateways, taxes 
included):                           $1,400 - $1,600

incluDeD
• Accommodation in superior tourist-class hotels.
• 5 nights cruising aboard the modern, well-

appointed paddle riverboat Loire Princesse.
• All excursions, special events, city tours and 

visits per itinerary.
• Private coach for all transfers and land tours.
• Breakfasts (B), Lunches (L) and Dinners (D) as 

indicated in itinerary.
• Porterage.
• Port charges, harbour taxes, local taxes and 

service charges.

During cruiSe:

• Full board of superb French cuisine aboard ship.
• Cocktail Reception and Gala Dinner.
• Drinks at the bar (except for champagne or 

wines from a designated list.)
• Drinks included with Lunches and Dinners on 

board (water, wine, beer, fruit juices during the 
meal and coffee after.)

• Free WiFi aboard ship.
• Headsets for tour excursions during cruise.
• Gratuities for staff / crew of the Loire Princesse.

noT incluDeD
• Airfare Canada - France - Canada.

See Air Options at left.
Most airlines now apply Seat Assignment 
charges. We will advise you if this is the 
case, and how much, at time of booking.

• Departure Taxes (vary by your chosen 
departure gateway).

• Travel Insurance.
• Gratuities for drivers and guides of land 

portion of tour as well as drivers and guides 
of cruise excursions.

• Meals not mentioned.
• Drinks and items of a personal nature.

coST             10-day tour in Canadian funds
priced per person based on double occupancy

Cabin type *cost varies 
per cabin

rate for single in 
std. 2 pers. cabin

Main Deck $4390 $7290

Upper Deck $4890 $7990

*Cabins 105·106·107·108·229·230  -$200 pp

*Single Cabins 219·231·232·247       $7590

These *designated cabins are priced 
slightly lower due to size or placement
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LOIRE Data Sheet

MS Loire Princesse - Premium (5-
anchor)

The MS Loire Princesse cruises on the Loire between
Saint-Nazaire and Angers.

Paddle riverboat with cabins.CroisiEurope drew inspira-
tion from days past to build a unique, hi-tech ship.
Year built : 2014
Number of cabins : 48 cabins
Capacity : 96 passengers
Onboard amenities : Lounge/bar with large picture windows
and dance floor, patio, restaurant with sit down service for all
passengers at once, vast sun deck with chaise lounges, gift
shop.
Air-conditioning throughout entire ship and in each cabin.
Free Wi-Fi on board.

2-DECK SHIP THE CABINS

MS Loire Princesse

Sun deck

Upper deck

Main deck

Amenities : All cabins have private
bathroom with shower, hair dryer,
safe, desk/dresser, flat screen TV,
and telephone. The bed faces the
window to better admire the scenery.
• Upper deck : 30 cabins with pic-

ture window and private balcony
(29 double-occupancy cabins, one
cabin for persons with reduced
mobility)

• Main deck : 18 double-occupancy
cabins

Double-
occupancy
cabin, sepe-
rable beds

	 G219	 221	 223	 225	 227	 229	 G231		 233	 235	 237	 239	 241	 243	 245	 G247

	 220	 222	 224	 226	 228	 230	 G232	 234	 236	 238	 240	 242	 244	 246	 248

	 101	 103	 105	 	 	 107	 109	 111	 113	 115	 117

	 102	 104	 106	 	 	 108	 110	 112	 114	 116	 118

mS loire princeSSe
Cruising the Loire between Saint-Nazaire and 
Angers, the Loire Princesse drew inspiration from 
the romantic paddlewheel riverboats of the past 
in construction of a modern high-tech ship. 

Year built: 2014 
Length: 313 ft. 
Width: 34 ft. 
Number of cabins: 48 
Passengers: 96

The beautiful facilities and expert staff of this 
modern river paddleboat will ensure that your 
cruise is the trip of a lifetime.

 ■ onBoarD ameniTieS
• Upper deck: 30 cabins with picture window 

and private balcony with seating  
(approx. 165 sq ft. including balcony)

• Main deck: 18 double-occupancy cabins.
• Wide Sun Deck with chaise lounges, and 

panoramic views.
• Main Lounge/Bar with large picture windows.

• Dance floor.
• Public patio.
• Restaurant with table service for all 

passengers at once.
• Boutique.
• Complimentary WiFi on board.
• Entire ship and each cabin air-conditioned.

 ■ caBinS 
• Each double-occupancy cabin has hotel-

like amentities including a private bathroom 
with shower, hair dryer, safe, desk/dresser, 
flat-screen TV, telephone, air conditioning 
and complimentary WiFi. The separable 
beds face the window, to better admire the 
scenery.

 ■ Dining anD cuiSine
• Full board of superb French cuisine aboard ship.
• Drinks included with Lunches and Dinners 

on board (water, wine, beer, fruit juices 
during the meal and coffee after.) 

• Drinks at the bar (except for champagne or 
wines from a designated list.)
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reServaTion Form                                                        
BorDeaux & granDeur oF The loire September 19 - 28, 2018 (10 days)

Please	fill	out	this	form	in	full	and	mail	it	with	your	deposit	of	$800.00	and	insurance	payment	for	each	passenger.	
Insurance	is	optional	but	strongly	recommended.	Please	write	name	exactly	as	listed	in	passport	(e.g.:	William,	not	“Bill”)

PassenGer	no.	1:	name PassenGer	no.	2:	name
mr/mrs/ms First	name mr/mrs/ms First	name

middle	name middle	name

Last	name	 Last	name

Passport	#: Passport	#:

Passport	Issuing	Country: Passport	Issuing	Country:

Date	of	Birth: dd/mm/yy Date	of	Birth: dd/mm/yy

City	+	Country	of	Birth: City	+	Country	of	Birth:

aD
Dr

es
s:

street:

City: Province/state:

Postal	Code: Country:

Phone:	home work

email:

next	of	Kin	(to	be	contacted	in	case	of	emergency):																																																																															 ph:

accommodation: 	single 	Double sharing	with:

Category	of	Cabin	selected:																			 	main	Deck													 	Upper	Deck

seating	Preference	on	aircraft: 	Window 	aisle

special	Dietary	meal	request:	 (where	available	for	flights/cruises)

First	name	(as	you	would	like	it	to	appear	on	your	name	tag):

InsUranCe:																																																																																																																									Please	see	insurance	page	then	indicate	your	choice	below
all-Inclusive	or	Trip	Cancellation	insurance	should	be	purchased	at	time	of	deposit					 	accepted					 	Declined

specify	all	Inclusive	or	Trip	Cancellation	___________________________________________________

specify	amount	of	premium	(see	next	page)	$__________________________

Please	make	cheques	payable	to:													SpeCial tRaVel inteRnational                                 
																																																				4603 Main Street, Vancouver, BC  V5V 3R6 Canada
																																																																phone: (604) 291-1332      or     1 (800) 665-0998
VIsa/masTerCarD	PaYmenTs:																																																																																									*a	2%	service	fee	applies	to	payments	made	by	credit	card

Card	number	____________________________________________________________		expiry	date	____________

name	on	card	_______________________________________________________________________________

amount	to	be	charged	___________________________

I	acknowledge	that	I	have	read	and	agree	to	the	terms	and	conditions	outlined	in	the	brochure.

sIGnaTUre:

BC Reg # 23625



Special Travel inTernaTional
4603 Main Street Vancouver, BC V5V 3R6 Canada
tel: (604) 291-1332 or 1(800) 665-0998 Fax: (604) 291-1378
e-mail: sti@sticanada.com website: www.sticanada.com

FacTS you ShoulD knoW

inSurance premiumS

opTion 2: CANCELLATION + INTERRUPTION INSURANCE

TOUR 
COST:

AGES:

0-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80 +

$5,000  $250.00  $289.50  $326.00  $372.50  $495.00  $592.50 

$5,500  $268.00  $312.00  $353.00  $404.00  $531.00  $633.00 

$6,000  $286.00  $334.50  $380.00  $435.50  $567.00  $673.50 

$6,500  $304.00  $357.00  $407.00  $467.00  $603.00  $714.00 

$7,000  $322.00  $379.50  $434.00  $498.50  $639.00  $754.50 

$7,500  $340.00  $402.00  $461.00  $530.00  $675.00  $795.00 

$8,000  $358.00  $424.50  $488.00  $561.50  $711.00  $835.50 

$8,500  $376.00  $447.00  $515.00  $593.00  $747.00  $876.00 

$9,000  $394.00  $469.50  $542.00  $624.50  $783.00  $916.50 

opTion 1: THE ALL-INCLUSIVE PACKAGE

TOUR 
COST:

AGES:

0-60 61-65 66-70 71-76 77 +

$5,000  $271.00  $341.00  $418.00  $483.00  $971.00 

$5,500  $291.00  $367.00  $449.00  $518.00  $1,041.00 

$6,000  $311.00  $392.00  $481.00  $553.00  $1,111.00 

$6,500  $331.00  $418.00  $512.00  $588.00  $1,181.00 

$7,000  $351.00  $444.00  $544.00  $623.00  $1,251.00 

$7,500  $372.00  $470.00  $575.00  $658.00  $1,321.00 

$8,000  $392.00  $495.00  $607.00  $693.00  $1,391.00 

$8,500  $412.00  $521.00  $638.00  $728.00  $1,461.00 

$9,000  $432.00  $547.00  $670.00  $763.00  $1,531.00 

Following are the main areas of coverage with allianz global assistance and the two 
packages we offer for this trip. Please carefully read the brochure you will receive after 
booking for full details. For insurance purposes the key point is that you are in GOOD health. 

Please note that PRE-EXISTING CONDITIONS are not covered. Please contact us if you 
have any questions or would like further information.

please note: Travellers need to have current Provincial Health Plan coverage in order 
to qualify for the ALL-INCLUSIVE insurance package.
THE ALL-INCLUSIVE PACKAGE consists of:

• Cancellation & Interruption • Flight Accident
• Emergency Medical ($5 Million limit) • Travel Accident
• Baggage & Personal Effects

If you wish you may also choose the Cancellation & Interruption insurance alone. This plan 
is suitable if you have sufficient medical coverage already and rates apply to any trip length.

please note: If you purchase flights through Special Travel, please add $1500 to the 
tour cost in order to calculate the full amount to be insured.

note: The above premiums are guidelines. The exact premium will depend on the 
cabin category chosen, whether you are traveling as a single, and the final airfare 
cost. At time of booking we will provide the applicable premium for your situation.

Insurance rates are valid at time of printing and are subject to change. 

Premiums are quoted per person, in Canadian funds, and subject to Provincial Sales 
Tax: 8% Ontario, 9% Quebec, 7% ManitobaBC	reg	#	23625

reServaTionS anD paymenT:
A deposit of $800 per person is required at the time of reservation on this Special 
Travel International (hereafter called STI) tour. A second payment of $800 per 
person is then due by March 9, 2018. A third payment of $800 per person is due 
by April 20, 2018. The final payment is due by June 20, 2018. Travel documents 
will be sent to you approximately 14 days prior to your trip departure, provided full 
payment has been received.

Tour priceS:
All tour prices for land arrangements are based on rates effective at the time of 
printing and are expected to be in effect at the time of departure. Should these rates 
change, it may be necessary to surcharge the price of your vacation. Should the 
tour price increase by more than 10%, the passenger shall have the right to cancel 
within seven days of notification without penalty.

cancellaTion anD reFunDS:
Notice of cancellation must be made in writing. The effective cancellation date 
is the date when written notification is received by STI. The deposit of $800 is 
non-refundable. The following scale of charges will apply when cancellation is 
received prior to departure:

 until March 9, 2018 deposit of $800
 Mar 10, 2018 – April 20, 2018 $1600
 April 20, 2018 – June 20, 2018 $2400
 After June 20, 2018 100%

P.S.: Different payment/cancellation policies apply to airline tickets; you will be 
advised at time of booking.

reSponSiBiliTy anD liaBiliTy:
STI acts only as an agent in securing all services related to the tours described in 
this brochure, including transportation, sightseeing and accommodation. STI shall 
not be responsible or liable for any loss, cost, damage, injury, delay or expense 
arising from the use of any conveyance, accommodation or service or from acts 
of God, strikes, weather, quarantine, accidents, sickness, government regulations, 
insufficient documents and any loss/expense resulting from the above contingencies 
shall be borne by the tour member. In the event it becomes necessary or advisable 
for the comfort of the passenger, or for any reason whatsoever, to alter the itinerary 
or arrangements, such alterations may be made without penalty to the operators.
Additional expense, if any, shall be borne by the passenger. 
The right is reserved to withdraw any or all tours should conditions warrant, and 
also to decline to accept or retain any passenger as a member of the tour. In such 
instances, full or equitable amounts will be refunded.

inSurance:
STI recommends that each tour participant has health, cancellation, interruption, 
accident and baggage insurance for the duration of his/her travel (in situations 
where insurance is not included in the tour price).

Travel DocumenTS:
It is entirely the passenger’s responsibility to possess whatever documents and visas 
required by the law of the countries visited on the tour.

airline reSponSiBiliTy:
Any airliner carrier providing transportation in connection with these tours is not 
to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time the passenger 
is not on board its planes or conveyances. The passenger contract in use by the 
airlines concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the 
airline and the purchase of these tours and/or passenger. Similar responsibility as 
noted applies to all types of carriers, including car rental companies.


