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CRUISING THE PANAMA CANAL
21 days, February 27 – March 19, 2019

Escorted by Doug Jackson

Embark on the thrill of a lifetime - as we cruise the Panama Canal from Atlantic 
to Pacific. Through its famed series of locks, we transit this legendary manmade 
waterway, a marvel of modern engineering that divided two continents, and 
changed the course of history.

Our adventure begins with a three-night stay, overlooking the Atlantic, in sunny 
Fort Lauderdale, on Florida’s southeast coast. We depart Fort Lauderdale aboard 
Holland America’s MS Nieuw Amsterdam, to begin a 14-night cruise featuring 
a full transit of the Panama Canal, with ports of call in Columbia, Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, Guatemala, and Mexico. We disembark our ship in the Pacific coast 
port of San Diego, California, where we complete our vacation with a two-night 
stay overlooking San Diego Bay. 

Day 1, Wednesday February 27 (home to Seattle)
Following our at-home-pickup-service, we stop for lunch in Bellingham, and then 
continue to our overnight stop at a Seattle airport hotel. Meals LD



Day 2, Thursday February 28 (fly Seattle to Fort Lauderdale, Florida)
This morning at the Seattle Airport we board Alaska Airlines non-stop flight to 
sunny Fort Lauderdale, on the Atlantic coast of southern Florida. Checking-in for 
three nights, we enjoy ocean-view rooms, at the Bahia Mar Fort Lauderdale 
Beach – a DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, nestled between the Intercoastal Waterway 
and the Atlantic Ocean. Following dinner, this evening is at leisure. Meals D

Day 3, Friday March 1 (Fort Lauderdale, local touring)
This morning, following a short drive from Fort Lauderdale, we visit Florida’s 
Everglades, a vast region of tropical wetlands, often described as a slow-moving 
river of grass. We learn about the Everglades’ fascinating wildlife, witness a live 
alligator show, and experience an exhilarating airboat ride! This afternoon we 
explore the highlights of Fort Lauderdale, including the Riverwalk and Las Olas 
Boulevard - with its boutiques, cafes, and galleries. This evening is at leisure to 
enjoy our hotel’s ocean views, and its world-class marina - with more than four 
miles of floating docks. Meals B

Day 4, Saturday March 2 (Fort Lauderdale, a day at leisure)
This morning we enjoy a 90 minute 
cruise, along the New River and 
the Intracoastal Waterway. Passing 
luxury homes, mega-yachts, 
sailboats, and cruise ships; we see 
why Fort Lauderdale is known as the 
Venice of America. This afternoon 
is at leisure to stroll the oceanfront 
promenade, and explore the shops, 
restaurants, and attractions of this 
bustling beach town.              Meals B 



Day 5, Sunday March 3 (Fort Lauderdale, cruise begins)
This morning we transfer to Fort Lauderdale’s Port Everglades, to board Holland 
America’s MS Nieuw Amsterdam. Departing at 4pm, we cruise southward in 
the Atlantic, and begin a relaxing 14-night Panama Canal cruise. At 86,000 tons 
and 936 feet, the Nieuw Amsterdam carries 2100 passengers and a crew of 900. 
Launched in 2010, and refurbished in 2017, the ship features 11 guest decks, 
spacious staterooms, elegant and casual dining, complimentary 24-hour in-room 
dining, multiple lounges, a showroom with nightly entertainment, a casino, a movie 
theatre, swimming pools and hot tubs, a fitness centre and spa, a beauty salon, shops, 
and much more. Our ship will provide daily information for activities, dining, 
and entertainment. Holland America Line may change schedules and ports of 
call due to weather conditions or unforeseen circumstances. Cancelled shore 
excursions will be refunded. Meals BLD

Day 6, Monday March 4 (Cruising, a day at sea)
We continue south into the Caribbean Sea, with a day at sea to explore our ship, 
enjoy its amenities, and discover its multitude of quiet retreats. Meals BLD 

Day 7, Tuesday March 5 (Cruising, a day at sea)
Our ship continues southward across the Caribbean Sea toward Columbia, the 
second largest country in South America. Meals BLD 

Day 8, Wednesday March 6 (Cruising, visit Cartagena, Columbia)
Our ship is scheduled to dock from 7am to 1pm at Cartagena, Columbia. This 
morning, during our included excursion (4hrs) by air-conditioned coach, we explore 
the city, once reputed to be the most impenetrable bastion of the conquistadors. 
We view the Manga residential area where some of the aging mansion have been 
restored to their original splendor, we visit the 17th-century Fort of San Felipe 
de Barajas, we pause at Las Bovedas (the Dungeons) to shop and mingle with 
local artisans, and we pass Simon Bolivar Square and the Inquisition Palace before 
stopping at Cartagena’s first church - the Minor Basilica, built in 1537. Following 
free time in the Old Town area, our coach returns to the ship. Meals BLD

Day 9, Thursday March 7 (Cruising, full transit of the Panama Canal)
Today, as our onboard historian shares information, we transit the Panama Canal. 
Bisecting both the country of Panama, and the Central American isthmus which 
connects the continents of North and South America, the Panama Canal creates 
a 50-mile shipping channel linking the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. From Colon 
on the Atlantic (Caribbean) side our ship will rise to a height of 85-feet through a 
series of locks to enter manmade Gatun Lake, cross the Continental Divide through 
the Gaillard Cut which was blasted out of solid rock, and then lower by a second 
series of locks to Panama City on the Pacific (Gulf of Panama) side. Taking 33 
years to complete, the Panama Canal is arguably the greatest engineering project 
ever undertaken. Meals BLD      



Day 10, Friday March 8 (Cruising, a day at sea)
A relaxing day at sea. Our ship cruises in the Pacific toward Costa Rica. Meals BLD

Day 11, Saturday March 9 (Cruising, visit Puerto Caldera, Costa Rica)
Today, from 7am to 5pm, our ship docks in Puerto Caldera, on the Pacific coast 
of Costa Rica. Today our included excursion (8hrs) features an aerial tram ride 
through the tropical rainforest canopy, visits to plant and butterfly gardens, lunch 
in a lush natural setting, and a jungle cruise on the Tarcoles River - noted for its 
mangrove forests, its colonies of the largest crocodiles in Central America, and as 
the habitat of numerous species of sea and shore birds. Meals BLD

Day 12, Sunday March 10 (Cruising, visit Corinto, Nicaragua)
Continuing northwest, our ship docks from 9am to 5pm on Nicaragua’s Pacific 
coast in the port of Corinto. During today’s included excursion (5½ hrs), we travel 
by air-conditioned coach learning about Nicaragua’s colourful history while en-
route to the colonial city of Leon, founded in 1524. We’ll view Leon’s beautiful 
architecture and visit the magnificent Basilica de la Asuncion, Central America’s 
largest cathedral. From Leon, a short drive brings us to the Hotel El Convento, 
a true jewel of colonial architecture, where we’ll enjoy a folkloric performance 
followed by a traditional Nicaraguan lunch. Meals BLD

Day 13, Monday March 11 (Cruising, visit Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala)
Continuing northwest, our ship docks from 7am to 5pm on Guatemala’s Pacific coast in 
the port of Puerto Quetzal. Today’s included excursion (8hrs), a narrated drive by air-
conditioned coach, begins with coastal scenery of cattle farms and sugar plantations, 
and then transforms into a volcanic landscape, as we approach the colonial capital of 
Antigua, perched at 5,000 feet above sea level. After viewing the city highlights, we’ll 
dine at a restored convent that now houses a five-star hotel, we’ll visit a coffee estate, 
and we’ll taste some of Guatemala’s finest rums. Meals BLD



Day 14, Tuesday March 12 (Cruising, visit Huatulco, Mexico)
Continuing northwest, our ship docks from 1pm to 7pm on Mexico’s Pacific coast 
in the seaside resort town of Huatulco, renowned for its picturesque bays and sun-
drenched coastline. This morning we begin our included excursion (3½ hrs) with 
a relaxing cruise aboard a motorized catamaran, to view Huatulco’s glamorous 
resorts, and the area’s natural beauty of unusual rock formations, tranquil bays, 
and gorgeous beaches. For the second phase of our excursion, we board an air-
conditioned coach to visit the charming town of La Crucesita with its picturesque 
tree-lined streets and central plaza. En-route back to the pier, we’ll stop to enjoy 
panoramic views of our ship in port. Meals BLD

Day 15, Wednesday March 13 (Cruising, a day at sea)
A day at sea, cruising northwest to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Meals BLD

Day 16, Thursday March 14 (Cruising, visit Puerto Vallarta, Mexico)
Continuing northwest our ship docks in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico from 10am to 8pm. 
Today’s included excursion (5hrs) begins in Puerto Vallarta’s beautiful downtown 
with a walking tour highlighting the seaside boardwalk, the sea horse sculpture, 
and the magnificent Our Lady of Guadalupe Cathedral. Continuing by coach to 
the picturesque ranch, Hacienda Dona Engracia, we experience a Mexican fiesta 
with colourful displays, pinatas, music, a tortilla-making contest, and a traditional 
folkloric ballet. Following a guided tour of the ranch’s tequila factory, we enjoy 
drinks and a delicious Mexican buffet. Meals BLD

Day 17, Friday March 15 (Cruising, a day at sea)
A relaxing day at sea, bound for California. Meals BLD

Day 18, Saturday March 16 (Cruising, a day at sea)
A day at sea, cruising toward San Diego, California. Meals BLD

Day 19, Sunday March 17 (Disembark cruise, tour San Diego)
This morning, bidding farewell to our ship, we board an air-conditioned coach 
to explore the beautiful coastal landscape, lush gardens, and iconic architecture 
of sunny San Diego. We’ll travel along the waterfront, through the historical 
downtown, and past the Victorian facades of the Gaslamp Quarter. We’ll enjoy a 
walk through Balboa Park, home to museums, gardens, and the famous San Diego 
Zoo. Heading north, we’ll soak in the small-town atmosphere of the quaint seaside 
village of La Jolla. Returning to San Diego, we’ll enjoy free time to wander among 
the shops, galleries, restaurants, and historical architecture in Old Town – known 
as the birthplace of California. The afternoon we check-in for two nights at the 
Manchester Grand Hyatt San Diego, a luxurious waterfront resort, overlooking 
San Diego Bay. Meals B

Day 20, Monday March 18 (San Diego, a day at leisure)
A day at leisure to explore on our own. Our hotel is ideally located in the heart of 
downtown, along the Embarcadero waterfront boardwalk, and adjacent to Seaport 



Village – a waterfront shopping and dining complex. Venturing further it’s a short 
stroll to San Diego’s historic Gaslamp Quarter, or you might ride the Old Town 
Trolley which departs from Seaport Village, and offers stops at Old Town State 
Park, Coronado Island, and Balboa Park. Meals BD  

Day 21, Tuesday March 19 (San Diego to home)
This morning we transfer to Santa Ana’s John Wayne Airport, for this afternoon’s 
non-stop flight with WestJet to Vancouver. Transfers included to home from the 
Vancouver Airport. Meals B

CRUISING THE PANAMA CANAL
Tour Includes
Airfare & taxes, Seattle to Fort Lauderdale 
  & return, Santa Ana to Vancouver
Holland America 14-night cruise
6 Holland America shore excursions
Air conditioned motor-coach transportation
Gratuities to drivers, guides, & cruise personnel
At home pickup and return (lower mainland)
Hotel accommodations, baggage handling
51 Meals (19 breakfasts, 15 lunches, 17 dinners)
All attractions as described in brochure

Tour Price (Canadian funds) 
Each person, 2 sharing, Full Ocean-View stateroom ..... $9,590 
Each person, 2 sharing, Verandah stateroom ............... $10,090
Single person, Full Ocean-View stateroom ................. $12,990
Single person, Verandah stateroom .............................. $14,990

RESERVEBY OCT 6Save $100per person!

Verandah stateroomOcean-View stateroom

Note: The Full Ocean-View staterooms have 2 lower beds convertible to 1 queen-
size bed, bathtub & shower, window with unobstructed view. The Verandah 
staterooms have 2 lower beds convertible to 1 queen-size bed, bathtub & shower, 
sitting area, private verandah, floor to ceiling windows.

Deposit Due: $700 per person, with reservation. Balance Due: Dec 3, 2018



Insurance
Cancellation & Trip Interruption insurance and Medical insurance are not included 
with this tour, but are strongly recommended. Please contact our agent Roblin 
Travel, or your regular insurance agent for this important coverage. 

Cancellation Fees For This Tour
 • Full refund until December 10
 • From December 11 until departure, Cancellation Fees are as follows
     Each person, 2 sharing, Ocean-View stateroom on ship ...$1500
     Each person, 2 sharing, Verandah stateroom on ship ........$1600
     Single person, Ocean-View stateroom on ship .................$2000
     Single person, Verandah stateroom on ship ......................$2400
 • After departure, no refund

Guarantee
 • Jackson Tours Inc is a registered tour operator in the Province of British 
  Columbia, registration #1347. Deposits by BC residents are secured by the 
  British Columbia Travel Assurance Fund, through Consumer Protection BC.
 • Jackson Tours is a member of the Better Business Bureau of Mainland, BC.

Credit Cards 
We do not accept credit card payments. Avoiding fees to credit card companies, 
allows us to put more value into your tour. Your personal cheque is welcome.

Documents A passport is required, valid until September 19, 2019

At Home Service, Door-to-Door Pickup and Return
Service included throughout the lower mainland from Chilliwack to Vancouver.

Jackson Tours at Roblin Travel Service Toll free phone:  1-800-541-8687
#104 – 45833 Alexander Ave, PO Box 428 Chilliwack phone: 604-792-4696                     
Chilliwack BC  V2P 6J7 Email: info@jacksontours.ca 


