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Cruise with Confidence

With our Flexible Booking Policy, you can defer your
travel plans up to 60 days prior to departure.

Enhanced protocols for your health and wellbeing
NEW Risk-Free Platinum Protection Plan

Contact your travel professional
or call us at 855 444 0161.
Learn more at emeraldwaterways.ca
*Super Earlybird (SEB) Offer Terms & Conditions: Prices are in Canadian dollars, based on double occupancy and lowest cabin category available. Availability is limited and subject to change. Port charges and taxes are included
in the price. The extra 10% SEB saving is available for all new bookings on all 2022 European river cruises (excluding Russian river cruises) made Nov. 13 until promotion end date as advertised online at emeraldwaterways.ca/
2022-super-earlybird and only applicable to cabin categories C, B, A, AP, S, SA & RA when paying in full 12 months before departure. SEB savings offer is not combinable with Future Travel Credit vouchers. SEB saving is applicable
on the cruise element only, excludes air fares, port charges, hotel stays and other additional items. Offer is not combinable with any exclusive closed promotions, but is combinable with standard Earlybird (EB) offers and
EmeraldExplorer loyalty vouchers. A non–refundable initial deposit of $250 pp is required at time of booking with full payment required 90 days prior to departure. 2022 European River Cruises EB Savings Offer: 15+ day cruises
save $1500 pp on cruise price. 8-14 day cruises, save $1250 pp on cruise price. 5-day cruises, save $1000 pp on cruise price. These offers may be changed, cancelled or withdrawn at any time without notice. Platinum Protection Plan
is at an extra cost. For full terms and conditions on all SEB and EB offers visit emeraldwaterways.ca/2022-super-earlybird. © EMERALD WATERWAYS | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED | BC CONSUMER PROTECTION #40178. ECAMA063
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2022-2023 SCENIC ECLIPSE
Super Earlybird SALE
Antarctica, the Arctic, Europe & the Americas Voyages
SUPER
EARLYBIRD

SAVE UP
TO 20%
ON SELECTED
VOYAGES*

FREE
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PLAN
A VALUE OF $250
PER PERSON†

Scenic Eclipse

Best New Luxury Cruise Ship

Ultra-Luxury

The World’s First Discovery Yachts™

Discovery Yacht experience
for only 228 guests (200 in Polar regions)
Truly all-inclusive luxury
all meals, premium beverages, exclusive Discovery
excursions, Scenic Enrich and Freechoice experiences

Cruise with Confidence
Enhanced protocols for your Health and Wellbeing
Flexible booking policy† defer up to 60 days
Add NEW Risk-Free Platinum Protection Plan†
Take advantage of our Platinum Protection Plan (“PPP”)
for $595pp for 2022/23 Scenic Eclipse voyages.

Contact your travel professional or call us at 1 866 689 8611 > Learn more at sceniceclipse.com
*These terms and conditions are additional to the full terms and conditions contained in Scenic Eclipse Worldwide Discovery Voyages 2020-2022 & 2022-2023 brochure and on scenic.ca/terms-and-conditions. All bookings are subject to Scenic’s full terms and conditions. This offer is supplementary to the brochure. Prices are in Canadian Dollars. Offers available until sold out. Strictly limited suites available on set departures and subject to availability. Offers
and discounts are non-transferable, non-refundable and cannot be redeemed for cash. Offers cannot be combined with any other offer and may be withdrawn at any time. Offers are valid for new bookings only. Super Earlybird offer of
up to 20% saving is based on a combination of the 10% Earlybird Cruise Fare offer and 10% Pay In Full offer and is valid for new bookings until December 18, 2020. Super Earlybird offers are based on per person, twin share in CAD. All
offers are valid for travel from January 2022 to 31 March 2023, strictly limited, available on set departure dates, not combinable with other offers and subject to availability until sold out. A non-refundable deposit of 10% is due within
7 days of booking. Super Earlybird offers are available on all cabins, excluding categories D, DA and OP. Super Earlybird offers are for new bookings only and not available for bookings using a Future Travel Credit (FTC) Voucher. Full
payment is due 12 months prior to departure for Super Earlybird Offers to apply. Once sold out or if full payment is not received the standard Earlybird Fare will apply. †For full terms and conditions on Deposit Protection Plan, Flexible
Booking Policy and Platinum Protection Plan visit scenic.ca/offers/2022-super-earlybird-eclipse. Scenic office: Suite 1025, 401 West Georgia Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1. BC consumer protection #40178. Ad code: SCMAG030.
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WILL GOERTZ

Longing to travel again

Vanessa Lee and (social bubble) friends enjoying
the Elora Gorge this summer.

I AM SO PLEASED that we have produced

closer to home for a while longer, so you

another magazine for you this year, even

will also see more Canadian content early

though it’s somewhat smaller than usual – a

next year. After all, we know – The World

sign of the times. When I wrote my letter in

Needs More Canada!

January for the first issue of 2020, I was

In every segment, the travel industry

hopeful and encouraged by what seemed to

needs our support once we can get out and

be an absolutely marvelous year of travel

explore again. Whether it’s booking a local

and cruising that lay ahead of me. And I am

weekend visit just a few hours’ drive away,

sure many of you had vacation plans that

taking a flight across the country, enjoying

you were not able to undertake due to the

a resort or hotel stay, or finally boarding

global situation.

that cruise ship, your travel advisor is a

So, here we are – at home and doing

crucial element of your travel. They can

our best to stay safe and healthy and aware

help you make your bookings, safeguard

of those around us who may be having a

your plans and be a source of expert

more difficult time. Being grounded and

information and knowledge.

missing more than 15 trips these last ten

We all want to travel and experience

months seems to pale by comparison to

what our beautiful and majestic world can

many global citizens’ dire circumstances.

offer us. That time will come again, so in

We all feel the pain and sadness.

the meantime, start planning, anticipate

There is one thing I’m certain of, and

where you want to go next and enjoy this

that is my yearning for a sense of normalcy

issue, which I trust will engage you and satisfy

and for the ability to travel again as soon as

at least some of our desire for escapism.

it is deemed safe. And I am not alone. Many

I send you my very best wishes for

of our readers have told me they intend to

good health and a better year to come.

cruise and travel – likely in spring or sum-

Sincerely,

mer of 2021. I applaud their desire to do so,
whether those trips be in our Canadian
backyard or further afield.
When we decided to create a Fall issue
for you, we re-jigged several articles and
replaced them with stories that we felt
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would resonate more during these times.

P.S. I am always pleased to hear from you,

We decided we should focus on Canada

and if there are any destinations or ships you

and showcase some lovely areas in our

would like to see featured, please let me

beautiful country. Many of us will stay

know. My email is vlee@cruisestrategies.com

YOUR NEXT GREAT VACATION
IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK
2021 is the best time ever to discover the wonders that lie just beyond our own doorsteps.
And the Lower Mississippi River has stories to share – a legacy that flows from Memphis to
the Gulf of Mexico. You can sample Cajun cuisine, breathe in the sweetness of Magnolia
trees and experience America’s history in the places it happened.
Make 2021 your year to discover the American South. Now is the time to plan. Our
beautiful paddlewheelers are small, space is limited and these special savings end
December 31, 2020.

CHARMS OF THE SOUTH
New Orleans to Memphis (or reverse)
American Queen,® American Duchess™
and American Countess™
March through December, 2021

SAVE UP TO $5,800
PER STATEROOM* – RISK FREE!
Change or cancel your voyage up to 121 days before
departure – and receive a full 100% refund if you book
by December 31, 2020.

CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL PROFESSIONAL
FOR MORE DETAILS.
*Offer expires 12/31/20 or when no valid cabins remain. Offer is valid only on new, paid-in-full bookings. Not valid on group bookings or existing reservations.
Additional terms and conditions may apply. Call for details, and mention Offer Code 2021 CANADA.
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| FROM THE EDITOR

fully ventured to family cottages on the
St. Lawrence River and Muskoka and went
into Toronto to visit family. That’s been the
extent of my adventures so far but there’s no
need to complain. I count myself very fortunate that my family is well, we have a comfortable home and there’s food on the table.
Because we live in Niagara – one of
Canada’s most beautiful places – we’ve been
hiking in the Niagara Gorge and along the
Niagara River. The Merritt Trail runs past our
home and we’re just a short drive from Lake
Ontario. As I said, no complaints and no FOMO.
The world isn’t ready for long-distance
visitors just yet – it’s time for backyard exploEditor Liz Fleming

rations.
But does that mean I’ve given up on
travel? Absolutely not! My thoughts are filled

THOUGH IT SEEMS a lifetime ago, it’s been

with plans for the trips and adventures we’ll

less than ten months since the world closed

enjoy when the virus is under control – very

its doors.

soon, I hope.

How did we not see it coming?
I’d been aware that China was experiencing a health crisis and had heard experts talk-

In the meantime, I’m reflecting on the
lessons I’ve learned and suspect you’re doing
the same.

ing about the possibility of spread, but just

I’ve learned that I will never again take

how vast that spread would be was beyond

for granted the privilege of flying, the excite-

my imagining. The travel world began to

ment of standing on the deck of a ship as she

rumble, but I was still dumbfounded when

sets sail, or the luxury of a beautiful welcom-

I realized that a much-anticipated cruise

ing hotel. I know that from now on I will enjoy

along the coast of Thailand was first being

every moment of a trip – even those spent

postponed and then cancelled. As the situation

waiting to check in at the airport, sitting on the

in Europe worsened, we worried about

tarmac waiting for takeoff or standing by the

friends there. Then, when the situation in

luggage carousel. Each travel moment will be

North America began to take the same course,

that much more precious in future, because

we worried about friends and family here.

we’ve experienced what it’s like to lose that

We’re still worrying, to be honest.
Like everyone else, I’m not yet travelling
– at least not very far. This summer, I grate-

freedom.
Be safe, be well and keep dreaming of the
travels of tomorrow,
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DISCOVER OUR
OWN BACKYARD

Banff National Park

Small Groups, BIG Experiences!
Starting in 2021, all Globus North America tours include select departures with an average of just 24 guests.
Globus makes it easy to explore the world with calm and confidence thanks to Small-Group Discoveries. There’s always room to roam
with extra space between you and other travellers—while still getting up close and personal with fascinating attractions you’ve been
dreaming of. Globus has the perfectly-sized tour for you—without the crowds.

GRAND WESTERN CANADA
VACATION

NEWFOUNDLAND
& LABRADOR

13 days | Roundtrip from Vancouver

12 days | Corner Brook to St. John’s

Was: $4,999 | Now: $4,387† CAD

Was: $4,239 | Now: $3,629† CAD

Based on May 7, 2021 departure

Based on June 12, 2021 departure

Book by January 4, 2021 & SAVE 10% on select 2021 Globus Canada vacations*
Plus, book by December 31, 2020, mention code CATL100 & SAVE an EXTRA $200 per couple!*

Other applicable Canadian vacations available, please inquire. | Ask about our Peace of Mind Travel Plan and On-Trip Assurance Program.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR
PREFERRED TRAVEL CONSULTANT.
†Featured prices are per person, land only, based on double occupancy, departure dates as indicated (the lowest price available to book), include all taxes, and reflect the
10% and $100 per person discounts. Flights and travel insurance are additional. *Book and deposit a 2021 Globus North America (excluding Escapes by Globus) vacation to
save 10% per person on the land-only portion of the core tour not including extra night accommodations, intra-vacation air, extensions, taxes, fees, tips or supplements.
Booking must be made and under deposit by January 4, 2021 for travel in 2021. Book a 2021 Globus Canada vacation between November 23 – December 31, 2020 and
save an additional $100 per person off the land price. Must mention code CATL100. Offers combine with each other and with Peace of Mind Travel Plan and/or Welcome
Back Credits (if applicable), and any applicable air credits. Not applicable to custom tours. Discount will apply to individual members of groups adding a name and nonrefundable per person deposit. Applies to new bookings only. Offer reliant on space availability. Full cancellation penalties will apply. Additional restrictions may apply.
May be withdrawn any time. Available from participating GFOB offices only. 3280 Bloor St. W, Centre Tower, Suite 400, Toronto, ON M8X 2X3, TICO#1893755/50015835

Sign up for our monthly newsletter!
We are sending out a monthly newsletter with news and information
on a variety of travel experiences – to receive it, we just need you to sign up
and provide us with your email address. You can send that info to me directly at
vlee@cruisestrategies.com or go to the website and sign up there.
This will come just once a month to you and showcase recent travel experiences
we have enjoyed and news on a variety of cruise companies along with
special offers and promotions. You can unsubscribe at any time.
Also our website – www.cruiseandtravellifestyles.com offers constant updates
on news and views and timely items that you may not see in our print magazine.
You can follow us on Facebook – Cruise and Travel Lifestyles to check out
some of my personal adventures along with those of our editor, as well as
keep abreast of all the latest ship arrivals and news from the cruise world.
Refer a friend – we are happy to sign up friends and family
to also receive our print publication.

www.CruiseandTravelLifestyles.com
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Health and Safety – Our most important travel priorities
It’s a strange new world out there and we’re dealing with health and safety issues we’ve never faced before.
Practices and protocols are being developed regularly to meet the challenges of an evolving situation,
and we have itemized various aspects of the effects of coronavirus on how we may be travelling
for the next months. This will change as we move toward a vaccine and was valid as of November 9, 2020.
LIZ FLEMING

Although AMAWaterways did successfully cruise during 2020,
serving European guests and utilizing such innovative safety
measures as plexi-glass dividers in the lounges, most river cruise
brands aren’t planning to sail again until March or April of 2021.
When they do resume, it may be at approximately 70 percent of
their usual capacity, and with new safety protocols to protect
guests, staff and crew.
Although plans are still evolving, measures are expected to
include pre-cruise health questionnaires and pre-boarding rapid
COVID tests. Luggage will be sanitized before being delivered to
staterooms and at each port, before embarkation and disembarkation, every guest’s temperature will be taken. Guests with elevated
temperatures will be asked to isolate in their staterooms until
further testing is completed. Some cruise lines, such as Emerald
Waterways and Scenic River Cruises, are designating an ‘isolation
stateroom’ for any guest who appears to have COVID symptoms.
Any guest who is unwell will be taken to a pre-determined
location, such as a doctor’s office or a hospital. Because distances
between ports on river cruises are often short, this should be a fairly
easy procedure.

COURTESY AMAWATERWAYS

River cruises

Buffets will no longer be available but complete menus will
be provided and guests will be graciously served by staff, at smaller
tables, carefully separated from others. Al fresco dining will be
offered whenever possible and room service will be available from
most lines for most meals. Guests, staff and crew will wear masks
while inside the ship, other than during meals and in the lounge,
but may remove them outdoors.
CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES

9

| HEALTH AND SAFETY

COURTESY MSC

COURTESY MSC

Ocean cruises
While many of the same measures being implemented on river cruise
ships will apply to their much larger, ocean-going sisters, some are
taking things further. Viking Cruise Lines recently announced the installation of the first, full-scale PCR (polymerase chain reaction) laboratory at sea on Viking Star, offering unprecedented testing capacity in
the cruise industry. Viking’s laboratory will enable PCR testing of every
crew member and guest using a non-invasive daily saliva test.
Viking isn’t alone in its push to develop safety protocols that will
facilitate a return to safe cruising. Royal Caribbean and Norwegian
Cruise Lines joined forces to create the Healthy Sail Panel and produced
an extensive report listing 74 detailed best practices to protect the
public health and safety of guests, crew and the communities where
cruise ships call. Recommendations include testing, face coverings,
and enhanced sanitation procedures on ships and in terminals. Special
areas of focus include screening and exposure reduction, sanitation,
ventilation, response, contingency planning and execution, destination
and excursion planning and mitigating risk for crew.
A recent announcement from Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) confirmed that its members would continue their voluntary suspension of cruise operations in the U.S. through December 31,
2020 but stressed their members’ focus on implementing health and
safety measures designed to protect guests, staff and crew. All the
CLIA lines, which represent approximately 95 percent of all cruise
lines, have agreed to testing 100 percent of all guests and crew before
every voyage.
CLIA members are working closely with public health experts and
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to develop
highly effective methods to deal with COVID-19. The protocols have
been informed by the recommendations of world-class experts, as
well as by the experiences of CLIA member lines, such as MSC Cruises,
who have successfully resumed sailing in Europe, and other parts of
the world, with approval from local and regional governments.

COVID-19 has posed an impressive challenge for hotels and resorts
but they’re rising to the occasion, putting a huge focus on guest and
staff safety. In most hotels, room amenities such as pens, pads and
menus have disappeared, as has the mini-bar.
The point is to remove anything that might be mindlessly
touched, thereby spreading germs. Television remote controls are
encased in plastic that can be easily wiped, robes and slippers are
sanitized and individually packaged, there is no evening turn-down
service and linens are changed only on request.
In larger resorts and all-inclusive properties, the buffet is no
more, but guests still enjoy the ‘all you can eat’ aspect of their
holiday with food served safely to them. Room service is still
available, but in most cases, the tray is delivered to your door, to
minimize contact.
Check-ins are often completed via cell phone – either remotely
or in the lobby – rather than at a desk, and luggage is carefully
sanitized before being delivered to rooms.
10
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Hotels and resorts

LUCKYTD / ISTOCK

Air travel

Travel insurance

Airports and planes are key travel elements demanding special
health and safety protocols. In October, Air Canada ordered a large
volume of rapid testing kits used first on employee volunteers. The
new test requires nasal or throat specimens with positive results
coming back in as little as five minutes and negative results taking
approximately 13 minutes.
Passengers disembarking a Westjet flight from Los Angeles to
Calgary on November 2, 2020 became the first international flight
passengers to take part in a new Government of Alberta COVID testing pilot program in the Calgary International Airport. If successful,
the new test will reduce quarantining periods from two weeks to as
little as two days or until a negative test result is obtained.
Ontario Premier Doug Ford has said that if the Calgary pilot project
proves successful, he will move to implement rapid testing at Toronto
Pearson Airport. Both of these new testing protocols promise to be
game-changers.

Several insurance companies now offer COVID 19 coverage, including
Manulife, Medipac, Allianz and Blue Cross. Before choosing a policy,
consider the following recommendations from the Canadian Government, which, we must note is still advising against all but essential
travel. It’s important to be sure your policy covers you for both COVID19-related medical expenses and other non-COVID-19 emergency-related expenses, as well as trip cancellation and interruption. You also
need to be certain that you have coverage for quarantine costs should
you become infected. Note: some insurers may limit options to extend
policies after departure, particularly for extended stays outside Canada
but for an additional fee, you may add a “cancel for any reason” option.
It’s perhaps most important to recognize that if you need to
return to Canada for medical care, your options could be limited due
to decreased availability of flights. The Canadian government emphasizes that it “is not planning additional repatriation flights to bring
Canadians home during the COVID-19 pandemic.”

[

SO, IF WE’RE READY TO TRAVEL, WHERE CAN WE GO?
Currently, more than fifty countries are welcoming Canadian visitors. We recommend you book all
your trips with a professional travel company and advisor – especially during these unusual times.
While your travel advisor is your best source of advice, a regularly updated list can be found at:
traveloffpath.com/countries-that-have-reopened-for-canadian-tourists/.

]
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| EXPEDITION CRUISING

A new cruise line focused on small ship
adventure and luxury expedition cruising will
debut in July next year with its first ship, the
World Navigator. Four more ships will follow,
with both the World Traveller and World
Seeker launching in 2022. Each luxury vessel
has just under 100 suites and staterooms,
most with balconies and butler service in the
expansive suites. Atlas Ocean Voyages’
mantra is All Inclusive, All The Way. That
means top-shelf beverages, a choice of
gourmet dining, prepaid gratuities, and roundtrip airfare are all included in the price. Plus,
there’s a complimentary shore adventure in
select ports. The World Navigator will sail to
the Aegean, the Black Sea, The Holy Land,
South America, and Antarctica. Curated
excursions will be a staple of this new cruise
line and its luxe-adventure journeys. Atlas
Ocean Voyages is an exciting new company
on the horizon with a different way of
approaching expedition cruising.

PHOTO COURTESY ATLAS OCEAN VOYAGES

Atlas Ocean Voyages
launches in Summer 2021

The first Expedition ship from luxury, award-winning Seabourn Cruise Line will be launched later
in 2021 and sail her first cruises during the Norwegian Winter. Guests sailing on the new Seabourn
Venture may see the spectacular Northern Lights up close and also enjoy a lavish lifestyle at sea
with an array of included onboard amenities. Sailing in comfort with just 132 stunning suites to
accommodate her guests, Seabourn also offers 24 Zodiacs for exploration and two custom-built
submarines for unforgettable viewing below the ocean’s surface. Renowned hospitality designer
Adam D. Tihany has developed the gorgeous design vision for this ship and her still-to-be-named
sister, who will debut in 2022. These expedition vessels will roam the world, offering guests an
array of fascinating itineraries, many to icy destinations, well suited to the required PC6 Polar Class
standards for journeys to both the Arctic and Antarctic. Exciting times ahead!
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PHOTOS COURTESY SEABOURN

Seabourn Venture sets sail in 2021

DISCOVER MIDLAND – THE HEART OF GEORGIAN BAY
The largest freshwater marina in the world

Situated at the southern end of Georgian Bay and gateway to more
than 30,000 picturesque islands, the Town of Midland and its harbour
offers a picturesque, natural attraction that tourists worldwide have
enjoyed for years. The summer season affords an opportunity to
view the beautiful horticultural displays and enjoy the array of quaint
boutiques and galleries, restaurants and services, as well as the
beautiful murals in the downtown core.
Sainte-Marie Among the Hurons – Ontario’s first European Community,
and the French Jesuit Mission’s Headquarters to the Huron Ouendat
people offers insight into Ontario’s history and culture. In 1639, the
Jesuits, along with French lay workers, began construction of a fenced
community that included barracks, a church, workshops, residences,
and a sheltered area for Native visitors. Re-created on its original site,
where the mission’s compelling story comes to life, visit a carpenter’s
and blacksmith’s shop, the Refectory, the Christian Longhouse and
many more buildings. See the site of Jesuit graves as you tour this
fantastic venue.
Discovery Harbour – Dating from the late 1700s and established as a
strategic site for a naval base, Discovery Harbour offers a fascinating
insight into naval and maritime history. Replicas of a warship, HMS
Tecumseth and supply ship Bee, and the Commanding Officer’s House
dating from the Georgian era are just some remarkable aspects of
this unique place.
Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre – Visitors discover raptors and reptiles in
the interpretive display hall and can canoe and kayak on a guided tour
through the marsh channels, visit the observation tower, floating
boardwalks, see waterfowl, the bee house, and so much more.

PHOTO COURTESY EMERALD
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If you’re considering a river cruise in 2022, check out the special
Earlybird offers from Emerald River Cruises for select sailings in Europe
and South-East Asia in 2022. There’s an initial 10% Earlybird discount,
plus those guests who pay in full 12 months before departure will receive
savings on Europe itineraries of up to $3000 Cad per couple depending
on the sailing length and stateroom booked. Choose a suite on the
Horizon deck and receive a bonus 300 Euro onboard credit. Combine
these offers for fantastic savings – just book by December 18, 2020.
In Asia, guests can save up to $4000 Cad per couple on 13-day or
longer cruises. And, if the Emerald Azzurra yacht sailings are of interest
for 2022, then with the same terms and payment in full, guests can
save up to 30% off the regular cruise fare. The Azzurra’s wide selection
of itineraries includes Croatia, the Red Sea and the Mediterranean.
And the line has a flexible booking policy allowing deferral of plans
if necessary. Your travel advisor will assist with the booking terms
and ensure you get the best savings possible.

GEORGE CLERK / ISTOCK

Emerald Cruises offers earlybird savings

Ponant’s Quintessential Collection
Seven themed 2021 voyages designed for North American guests who want
to engage in the world to understand it better. Travelling with no more than
260 fellow guests, select one of the exciting departures focusing on Japanese
Culture, World Affairs, Food and Wine or Music and enjoy out-of-the-ordinary
encounters and unforgettable moments along the way. Ponant’s chic yachts
offer an all-inclusive and elegantly casual lifestyle at sea and the opportunity
to travel every ocean of the world.

HOMES (Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie,
Superior). Every child learns their names,
but not many have had the chance to visit
all five of these stunning lakes, virtually in
Canada’s backyard. 2021 is the perfect
time to delve deeper into a Great Lakes
exploration while vacationing closer to
home. Choose from Victory Cruise Lines’
four exciting itineraries offering an ideal
balance of unspoiled natural beauty and
urban delights. These two small and
charming ships, each carrying no more
than 200 guests, with included wines and
spirits, would be a great choice to explore
our stunning Great Lakes next year
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Experience America’s
Great Lakes

If you love the Rolling Stones – and really, who doesn’t? – you won’t want to miss the Canadian premiere
of The Rolling Stones | UNZIPPED Exhibition appearing at Kitchener, Ontario’s THEMUSEUM. The
first international exhibition devoted to this iconic rock band, UNZIPPED is an immersive, multi-media
exploration of the Rolling Stone’s more-than 60-year history, featuring hundreds of unique artefacts and
memorabilia, some on loan from the Stones’ private collection. The Rolling Stones | UNZIPPED Exhibition
opens November 2, 2021 and runs until January 30, 2022. Expect this to be a huge cultural hit in Canada –
as it has been in Europe, the United States, and Asia – and get your tickets early at www.unzippedkw.ca/

PHOTO COURTESY SILVERSEA

A Silver Moon rising

Sea and Land Taste Program (S.A.L.T.)

Described as being “built by cruise
lovers, for cruise lovers”, Silver Moon,
the newest member of the elite
Silversea fleet, will mirror both the
beauty and the phenomenal success
of her sister ship, Silver Muse.
Built to welcome just 596 guests,
Silver Moon will offer small-ship
intimacy, all-inclusive luxury, butler
service and spacious all-suite,
all-ocean-view accommodation –
distinctive Silversea hallmarks.
Guests will also enjoy the all-new
Sea and Land Taste Program
(S.A.L.T.) – a unique culinary
experience designed to immerse
guests in a delectable smorgasbord
of destination-based gastronomic
experiences on a variety of global
itineraries. Bookings are now open
for cruises beginning in spring 2021.

PHOTO COURTESY CELEBRITY CRUISES

The Rolling Stones | UNZIPPED comes to Kitchener, Ontario

Eden, Celebrity Edge

“Always Included”
on Celebrity Cruises
The recent introduction of a generous guest
program – “Always Included” – on Celebrity
Cruises heralds an important shift towards a
“new luxury” culture for the line, coinciding
with the launch of its exciting Edge Series
ships. Said President and CEO Lisa LutoffPerlo: “Today, nothing is more luxurious
than when things are extra simple and
extra special. We wanted to bring that big,
wonderful feeling of ‘everything is taken
care of’ to life for our guests.”
All Celebrity Cruises fares will now
include unlimited drinks (cocktails, wines by
the glass, beer, sodas) as well as unlimited
Wi-Fi and daily gratuities. In addition,
Celebrity is offering two upgraded classes:
Elevate, which includes unlimited premium
drinks and shore excursions up to $200 per
person; and Indulge, which includes all
Elevate features, as well as unlimited
streaming Wi-Fi and up to $400 per person
in an onboard credit. Guests of The Retreat,
the Celebrity ship-within-a-ship concept,
will enjoy the Indulge package.

CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES
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Riviera River Cruises offers a premium
cruise experience at less than premium
prices and has some terrific offers for
solo travellers. On every departure in
2021, there are five staterooms
designated just for single cruisers,
all with no supplement. And throughout
the season in Europe, Riviera has
designated a total of 14 actual departures
where there is no limit on how many
single staterooms they will sell – again
at no extra supplement. The cruise line
offers many other promotions throughout
the season, such as a drinks package at
$129 US per person for a week, including
beer, wine and soft drinks with lunch and
dinner. Destinations and itineraries are
now also available to book for 2022.
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Well priced river cruises
for solo travellers

TY MALONEY

If staying closer to home and cruising in Canadian
waters sounds appealing, the Town of Midland,
with its beautiful location on the Southern shores of
Georgian Bay, is gearing up to offer both cruise guests
and the drive market an array of fascinating excursions.
Blessed with incredible natural beauty, a rich history
and cultural heritage, the area around Midland is replete
with marvellous sights and experiences. Spend time
at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons, which housed
Ontario’s first European community and the
headquarters for the French Jesuit Mission. It provides
a fascinating insight into life 400 years ago and has
been beautifully re-created. A short drive or walk away
is the Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre, teeming with varieties
of birdlife, including Trumpeter Swans – feed the
chickadees with supplied seed – they come straight to
your hand! Stroll the boardwalk, walk the trails and take
a guided canoe ride through the marsh. Perhaps head
to nearby Discovery Harbour with its fascinating
maritime and military history or ferry across to stunning
and magnificent Beausoleil Island, take a hike and
immerse in the fabulous Georgian Bay land and
seascape. There’s truly something for everyone.

PHOTO COURTESY SCENIC
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Sainte-Marie among the Hurons

HERMAN KOESLAG

Georgian Bay Beckons

Reignite your love of travel
Holland America returns to Alaska in 2021
Holland America Line has announced that summer 2021 will see six of the line’s
premium ships Eurodam, Koningsdam, Nieuw Amsterdam, Noordam, Oosterdam
and Volendam offering roundtrip itineraries from Seattle, Washington, and Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada, as well as one-way voyages between Whittier (Anchorage),
Alaska, and Vancouver. “We’re seeing strong interest for next summer’s Alaska
season as people anticipate being able to get out again, travel and spend time with
family and friends,” said Gus Antorcha, Holland America Line’s president. “Alaska
has a natural beauty and an aura that are unmatched, and it’s right in our backyard.”
In addition to outstanding shore excursions, Glacier Bay explorations, and the
opportunity for post-cruise adventures in Denali National Park and Preserve, Alaskan
cruise guests will enjoy culinary magic created by eight world-renowned chefs,
including Pacific Northwest-inspired cuisine by Seattle’s famed Chef Ethan Stowell.

Scenic Luxury Cruises offers truly all-inclusive voyages on
their river ships and Scenic Eclipse, the world’s first Discovery
yacht. And to make cruising even more affordable, they have
launched special booking offers for 2022 and beyond. On the
Eclipse, savings can be up to 20 per cent on select suites and
voyages, including incredible journeys to Antarctica, Europe
and the Arctic. Sail in ultra-luxury with an all-inclusive onboard
atmosphere, several fine dining options and a butler for every
suite. Plus two helicopters for flight-seeing and a submarine to
explore ocean depths. Ask about savings on Scenic’s river ships in
both Southeast Asia and Europe for 2022 as well, including Pay in
Full 12 months before sailing for extra savings and a 10% discount
for bookings made soon. These time-limited offers, along with
Scenic’s Flexible Booking Policy and a complimentary Deposit
Protection Plan, may well reignite your love of travel and cruising.
CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES

17

| STAYING PLACES

The Magnolia Hotel & Spa
WHEN I HEARD that TripAdvisor readers
voted Victoria’s Magnolia Hotel & Spa the
# 1 hotel in Canada in 2020, I knew I had
to experience it.
On a side street just off the Inner
Harbour, it’s perfectly placed to explore
Victoria on foot or bicycle. The hotel even
provides themed routes for guests, such as
‘Beautiful Boutiques’ and ‘Craft Breweries’.
Checking into our fourth-floor corner
suite, we’re delighted by how big it feels.
Though blending in with buildings from the
early 20th century, the Magnolia is almost
a century younger and room sizes reflect
that. Sixty-four rooms range from 300 to
400 sq. ft. and windows can stretch from
floor to ceiling. Some even open and we
smell the salty Pacific air from our corner
window, which perfectly frames BC’s
Parliament Buildings.
The room is luxuriously furnished,
from layered draperies to deluxe duvets.
Nespresso coffee and Silk Road tea – a
beloved local brand – are available at the
bar, while the mini-fridge stocks real cream
and milk – not the fake stuff.
18
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In the marble bathroom we find a
deep soaker tub, glass shower, a Dyson
hairdryer and my favourite toiletries –
L’Occitane from Provence.
Just off the elegant lobby, the
Courtney Room resembles a Parisien
brasserie with velvet banquettes and a
black granite bar, but the menu is
decidedly Pacific Northwest. Voted #10
in the Best New Restaurants in Canada
Awards in 2018, their chefs are passionate
about partnering with local farmers and
producers to find the tastiest ingredients.
Using classic cooking techniques,
their dishes celebrate the flavours of
Vancouver Island.
On the other side of the hotel lobby,
the Magnolia Spa offers a calm oasis with
seven treatment rooms and a large lounge.
It uses organic skin care lines such as
Intelligent Nutrients.
From outstanding cuisine to elegant
suites and a luxurious spa, the Magnolia
richly deserves her number one position in
the Canadian hotel world.
SUZANNE MORPHET

PHOTOS COURTESY THE MAGNOLIA

Explore Victoria, BC from the top-rated hotel in Canada

The VanderMarck

SLEEK AND STYLISH, this boutique hotel wasn’t
designed for these tumultuous times – but it feels
as if it might have been. Created without a front
desk, each check-in is completed remotely, and
guests access the building, and their suites, using
codes provided ahead of time, inputted into
keypads. Each suite (there are just nine in total) is
unique and self-contained. Designed with care,
they include studios, one-and two-bedroom units,
each with a complete kitchen, including stoves
and full fridges, plus access to laundry (washers
and dryers are often located in-suite). Many
include gas fireplaces and private balconies. A
communal outdoor sitting area includes cushy
seating and flowing fountains, the perfect place
to sit, soak up the sun and enjoy as much social
distance as you like.
But that doesn’t mean this small hotel feels
sterile – far from it, in fact. Located in a former family
home built in 1912, this was once the house of the
former town doctor, and mayor of a town that, in its
heyday, was known as the “Chicago of the North.” It
was designed by Eden Smith, one of Toronto’s bestknown architects, who left his signature on the city
with a number of structures that enjoy National
Historic Site status, from Carnegie libraries to
buildings on the campus of the University of
Toronto, to the primary studio of the Group of
Seven, Canada’s most renowned artists.

ANJELIKAGR / SHUTTERSTOCK
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Sleek and stylish boutique
hotel in Collingwood,
Ontario

Despite its history, the newly renovated
VanderMarck, which just opened last year, is strictly
21st century. Suites are outfitted in cool, blue-andgrey tones, with luxury linens, flat-screen, smart TVs
(including complimentary Netflix) and high-end
bath products in the glimmering bathrooms. And it’s
within walking distance of everything that matters.
Part of the newly reinvented, downtown
Collingwood, you can park your car and proceed on
foot to microbreweries, shops, cafes and restaurants,
as well as enjoy numerous walking trails, the hills and
the Georgian Bay waterfront, with views that extend
all the way to the horizon, and are as big as your
imagination.
—TIM JOHNSON
CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES
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NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC
Unique Lodges of the World
Experience the natural world in comfort through this
iconic brand with lodges on almost every continent.
SUZANNE MORPHET
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JEREMY KORESKI
PHOTOS COURTESY NIMMO BAY WILDERNESS RESORT

AS OUR FLOAT PLANE splashes
DOWN at Nimmo Bay Wilderness
Resort, it’s clear this isn’t going to be
an ordinary summer vacation.
We’re in British Columbia’s
Great Bear Rainforest, completely cut
off from the outside world, but with
all the creature comforts of home –
even more in fact.
Through the plane window I
spot half a dozen cabins perched on
stilts along the waterfront where we’ll
fall asleep each night under cozy
down duvets.
Stepping onto the dock, I’m
captivated by the sight of a building
that looks like it might just take flight.
Walls of yellow cedar shakes are
topped with a soaring black roofline.
This is the lodge, where we’ll enjoy
extraordinary meals and sip drinks
flavoured with seaweed and other
local ingredients.
Hidden in the forest beside the
waterfall cascading down Mount
Stephens are a couple of hot tubs and
a cabin where I’ll experience one of
the best massages of my life.
If you’ve ever camped, you know
how harsh nature can be. And if
you’ve ever camped in a remote
place, you know how challenging

that can be, lugging food, a tent
and gear with you. It’s a privilege,
therefore, to be able to experience
raw nature in comfort, with guides to
interpret what we see, and staff
that leave us alone when we want to
enjoy the solitude and tranquility.
In fact, Nimmo Bay Wilderness
Resort could be the poster place for
National Geographic Unique Lodges
of the World, so perfectly does it
embrace the ethos of the conservationminded brand. After launching its
coveted collection of lodges in 2015
with just 24 properties, today National
Geographic’s Unique Lodges of the
World number 63 properties on six
continents, with more on the way.
The landscapes you’ll find them
in are as different as the lodges
themselves; from the wetlands of
Africa’s Okavango Delta to the
Atacama Desert of Chile; from the
High Atlas Mountains of Morocco to
the low-lying islands of the Seychelles.
For National Geographic, it’s
not about luxury, although most of
their lodges offer plenty of that.
Instead, it’s about the more mundane,
but ultimately more important concept
of sustainability. That is, protecting
natural and cultural heritages,

JEREMY KORESKI

Nimmo Bay Wilderness Resort

supporting local com
munities and
focusing on environmentally friendly
practices.
Here at Nimmo Bay, those
concepts were woven into the fabric
of the place from day one, when
founders Craig and Deborah Murray
started a heli-fishing lodge in the early
1980s. The waterfall, for instance,
powers a Pelton wheel turbine, which
provides up to 80 percent of the
resort’s energy.

Facing page:
The Lodge at
Nimmo Bay
Wilderness Resort.
Above: (clockwise
from top left)
Room with a view
in one of the luxury
ocean-facing cabins.
Tranquility in the
wellness hot tub.
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Above: locallysourced cuisine at
Nimmo Bay.
Wildlife viewing
from Seal River
Heritage Lodge.
Facing page:
Arctic fox
Lounge, Seal River
Heritage Lodge.

explains lead guide Andy McPherson
before our first walk. “It’s
unbelievably effective and far less
intrusive than firing guns. You’ll be
amazed how easy it is to scare away
a bear.”
There’s nothing easy about
operating a high-end lodge in the
Arctic. Everything from food to fuel
has to be flown in from Churchill by
small plane. The company even had
to build its own runway.
Churchill Wild has devised
various strategies to make this wayoff-the-grid lodge as sustainable as
possible. Solar panels provide most of
its power and water is pumped from
a nearby lake. Staff forage wild food
such as berries, greens and mussels.
Waste gets recycled or composted
and planes never fly empty.
Despite the challenges, the
lodge is so comfortable and cozy it’s
hard to leave. During my visit, one of
the 15 guests – a woman from
Florida – stays inside the entire three
days and enjoys wildlife through the
expansive windows.

PHOTOS COURTES CHURCHILL WILD

Most of the food we enjoy –
from smoked albacore tuna to crispy
pork belly – comes from the natural
bounty of this coast and from
farms on nearby Vancouver Island.
Sometimes, it even comes from one
of the local First Nations, like the
euchalon I tried for the very first
time. The oily fish is prized by
indigenous people and was
historically bartered or given as gifts
in traditional potlach ceremonies.
The Murrays foster close
relationships with indigenous locals
and employ them as guides. One
morning Irvin Speck takes me hiking
in the surrounding old growth forest
and shows me how his people
harvest sap from the bark of Balsam
fir trees for tea, something he still
drinks every day.
Concern for their community
also extends to the wildlife. A few
years ago, eldest son Fraser Murray
and his wife Becky came up with an
ingenious idea they called ‘Bullets for
Binos’. Grizzly bear hunters who
agreed to give up their hunting ‘tags’
and pledged never to hunt grizzlies
again would be rewarded with a
complimentary three-day stay and a
pair of binoculars.

BEARS ARE ALSO on the minds of
the owners and operators of another
National Geographic lodge half-way
across the continent. At Seal River
Heritage Lodge, a 30-minute flight
north of Churchill, Manitoba, it’s
polar bears that are front and centre,
quite literally. On my first afternoon
there, a big male wanders right up to
the lodge, his long snout waving in
the air, no doubt detecting the
delicious odours emanating from the
kitchen.
Churchill Wild, the company
that built and operates Seal River and
three other lodges on the Hudson
Bay coast, pioneered the concept of
walking safaris 27 years ago.
In November, when I arrive,
polar bears are patiently waiting for
ice to form on the bay so they can go
offshore and hunt seals, their
favourite food. When we leave the
lodge on our twice-daily walks, our
guides carry guns, just in case, but
they’ve never had to shoot a bear.
We walk close together in single file.
“We want to be one visual presence,”

IAN JOHNSON
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Seal River Heritage Lodge

EORGE TURNER

For National Geographic,
it’s not about luxury, although
most of their lodges offer
plenty of that. Instead, it’s
about the more mundane,
but ultimately more important
concept of sustainability.
That is, protecting natural
and cultural heritages,
SCOTT ZIELKE

supporting local communities
and focusing on environmentally
friendly practices.
CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES
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IT TAKES EFFORT AND commitment
to be accepted as a National
Geographic lodge, even if you’re on
the grid in environmentally conscious
California. “It was a huge vetting
process,” says Kurt Bjorkman, general
manager of The Ranch at Laguna
Beach, as we watch golfers get ready
to tee off one January morning.
“They [a National Geographic
team] come out and spend a week
with you, making sure you’re
everything you say you are, that you’re
not faking it,” he says. “It took us
almost two years to become accepted
– it was incredibly intense – but
validating once we were approved.”
The Ranch was the first – and is
still the only – National Geographic
brand member in California. Tucked
into a narrow box canyon, it’s home
to Ben Brown’s Golf Course – what is
surely one of the most scenic golf
courses anywhere.
The lush greens hug the curving
walls of Aliso and Wood Canyons,
which seem to rise almost straight
out of the ground. “The energy that
comes from these hills is just
tremendous,” says Bjorkman.
“Whether that’s something spiritual
or just physical….”, he shrugs,
adding that Laguna Beach is known
as a wellness destination.
24
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The golf course came first, in
1950, and low-rise accommodation
was added later. When new owners
re-built a few years ago, they took
care to retain the property’s historical
footprint. Today, The Ranch’s
casually elegant rooms and suites,
along with its intimate Sycamore
Spa, make it one of SoCal’s top
resorts.
During our visit, my daughter
and I walked to the nearby beach,
hiked one of dozens of trails that cut
through the surrounding hillsides,
toured The Ranch’s half-acre organic
garden and – yes – did our best at a
game of golf.

ERIC RUBENS
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The Ranch at
Laguna Beach

Perhaps the best part of staying at a
National Geographic Unique Lodge of
the World isn’t that it’s highly enjoyable,
but that it makes a difference. The
lodge program is part of the bigger
National Geographic Society brand,
which aims to explore and protect the
planet by awarding grants to researchers,
scientists, explorers, innovators and
storytellers around the world.
Bjorkman, who now sits on the
advisory council for National
Geographic lodges, is proud of The
Ranch’s sustainability initiatives,
which include the recent purchase of
a state-of-the-art glass crusher. The
machine grinds beverage bottles into
sand, which is then used to line the
bunkers of the golf course and
walkways. In 2019 that crushed
glass added up to 45 metric tonnes of
sand. Not only does it make good
use of the glass, but as Bjorkman
points out, it also alleviates the need
for trucks coming onto the property
to pick up bottles to recycle
elsewhere.

Perhaps the best part of staying
at a National Geographic Unique
Lodge of the World isn’t that it’s
highly enjoyable, but that it makes a
difference.
The lodge program is part of the
bigger National Geographic Society
brand, which aims to explore and
protect the planet by awarding grants
to researchers, scientists, explorers,
innovators and storytellers around
the world.
Every time you stay at a
National Geographic lodge you’re
contributing to their valuable work.
If only saving the planet could always be this much fun. n
CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES
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Antarctic
ECLIPSE

Scenic’s new six-star discovery yacht
offers a game-changing mix of luxury and
the strength worthy of polar expeditions
TIM JOHNSON

CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES
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T’S BEEN SMOOTH sailing for some
ten days, this sleek discovery yacht
slicing through icy blue polar waters
with little more than a tilt to port, or
starboard. In places remote and extreme, she has navigated into narrow
passages, through big packs of sea
ice, and into coves where few other
ships dare to explore. But here, now,
she will face her biggest test.
With winds gusting to hurricane
force, and a big swell sweeping spray
across my balcony doors, I awake to
the whistle and crash of a rather violent
storm, just outside my posh suite,
here on the world’s most notorious
body of water. Carefully striding up to
the bridge, which is open to guests,
despite the weather, I hang on, one
hand for the ship, and draw a breath,
just as we tilt down, the bow angled
toward perhaps the biggest wave yet.
I’m on the Scenic Eclipse, a
brand-new, six-star ship, launched
last year, to great fanfare, and built
for this kind of weather. While the

KEITH SZAFRANSKI / ISTOCK

Koko’s
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“toys” onboard have received much
of the attention – including two
helicopters and a submarine – it is
this ship’s strength and maneuverability that experts say, sets it apart.
That, and ten different dining experiences, eight bars and lounges, 114
all-veranda suites and, a personal
favourite—more than 200 whiskies
at the bar, all of them included.
Boarding at Ushuaia in Argentina
at the southernmost tip of the Americas, I’m here to explore, and imbibe,
and enjoy on the 12-day, round-trip
voyage. While the vast majority
of polar vessels remain rough-andready, old Russian icebreakers and
austere expedition ships, the Eclipse
represents something new—a ‘discovery yacht.’ “They really wanted a
yacht feel – small and intimate feel,
small restaurants, top-level service,”
Captain Erwan Le Rouzic tells me,
noting that he’s been to Antarctica as
a captain a total of 36 times. “Like a
private yacht. But with more people.”

Exploring Detaille Island, Antarctica

Observation lounge

PHOTOS COURTESY SCENIC

Our sail plan will take us south of the Antarctic Circle, to this,
the coldest, driest, darkest continent. “This is a special treat,”
our captain explains at one of our first onboard briefings.
“This ship, she was built for this.”
But while it’s fancy (food, drink
and gratuities are all-inclusive, plus
there’s 24-hour room service and
butler service), this is also one of the
toughest ships sailing the polar regions
today, with a hull strengthened to the
highest ice rating – Class 6, meaning
that it can sail through frozen waters
other ships would avoid. The Eclipse
has also been built with “super-sized”
stabilizers, keeping the ship steady,
even in poor conditions.
My first day onboard, I learn that
our sail plan will take us south of the
Antarctic Circle, the first time crossing
this invisible, but significant, line for
the Eclipse, and a latitude further that
just a relative handful of visitors get
to experience, even amongst other

visitors to this, the coldest, driest, darkest continent. “This is a special treat,”
Erwan explains at one of our first
onboard briefings. “This ship, she was
built for this.”
We make great time crossing
the Drake Passage, the waterway
that separates South America and
Antarctica, awakening to an alien
world at 66 degrees, 54 minutes
South—about 30 miles south of the
Antarctic Circle. Outside, the massive
mountains are shrouded in cloud, the
skies heavy, the vibrancy of blue and
white icebergs dampened by a light
rain. I layer up, and head down to the
zodiac, zooming out into an environment that, for all intents and purposes,
could be on another planet.
CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES
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But that world is alive. Skuas,
shags and snow petrels swoop low
overhead (of the latter, Erin TK, our
expedition guide, tells us, “some birders go their whole lives wanting to see
one”). Soon afterward, we’re completely surrounded by crab-eater seals,
which play in the wake of the motor
and dive below the boat, popping up
on the other side. “They’re everywhere,” says TK. “And I’ve never seen
them this active!”
And I get to see the majesty of
this continent from below, too. Along
with the two Airbus H130 helicopters,
the submarine onboard, the Scenic
Neptune, is a first for Antarctic vessels. Dives last about 40 minutes, and
take six guests down into the deep
blue, between 50 and 200 meters
below the surface, although sub captain (and ship’s chief mate) Antony
Gilbert says she can reach 300 meters
below the surface. “That’s like the
Eiffel Tower, upside down,” he
explains. Noting that very few subs
have navigated these waters, Gilbert
himself seems excited about his job.
“It’s like a pioneering dive, every time.”
Taking a zodiac out to the
Neptune, we climb down through the
30
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hatch and settle into our seats, soon
descending to almost 100 meters. It’s a
little murky outside the massive blue
orbs that serve as all-encompassing
windows, but we spot wildlife none of
us (save Gilbert) have seen before,
weird, slightly translucent “ice fish,”
creepy sea spiders, and some sort of
worm. We ask the captain its name,
but he doesn’t seem sure. “You know,
there are still 16,000 unnamed species
down here, underwater.”
The following days are filled with
more thrill and wonder, as we navigate north, making two continental
landings, spotting Adelie, Gentoo
and Chinstrap penguins, navigating
through the narrow Lemaire Channel,
guarded by glaciers and forbidding
peaks. I board a copter and fly high
above Fournier Bay, seeing this continent from a whole different perspective, the blue cracks in glaciers 200 feet
thick, running from the toe all the way
back to the mountains. Below us,
whales “bubble feed,” surging up to
the surface in small groups to scoop up
massive amounts of krill.

Scenic Neptune submarine

Scenic Bar

PHOTOS COURTESY SCENIC

Koko’s

And I eat, and drink, very well.
At Koko’s, I sample sake and Asian
fusion cuisine, with a menu meant
for sharing. At Lumière, I join
new friends for a multi-course French
tasting menu. I also enjoy dinner –
and a show – at the ship’s teppanyaki
restaurant. And I try a new Scotch,
every day, at the main bar.
Having navigated away from
the continent, then north of the
South Shetland Islands, too soon
we’re back in the Drake Passage,
headed home – and facing a storm.
Up on the bridge, I hang on as we
angle into that massive wave. And,
a moment later, the result is spectacular – a low rumble, then a spray
of water, for a moment obscuring
our view forward. But seconds later
the view is clear, and the Scenic
Eclipse is steadfast, continuing forward, steaming all the way back to
the Americas. n

Deluxe verandah suite
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Revisiting the idyllic

ADRIATIC
by yacht
Cruising a beautiful sea –
yacht style exploration
ANNA HOBBS
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We sailed along this glorious coastline in 2019, on a different
small ship. Now, the thought of spending eight days on the
spanking new yacht Azzurra, with its 68 friendly crew members
to look after us, while revisiting Croatia’s old-world treasures
is nothing short of tantalizing.
ANNA HOBBS

PHOTOS COURTESY EMERALD WATERWAYS

A

NTICIPATION IS running at full throttle
for the day that I can return to cruising.
Not just because of a fabulous super
yacht being custom designed to sail the
warm waters of the Adriatic, the Red
and Mediterranean Seas. Not just because this vessel, the Emerald Azzurra,
will offer an intimate, upscale experience. Not just because it promises to
exceed yacht-lovers expectations. But
also, because, when the world returns
to cruising, we will be eager to take the
trip of a lifetime. And Azzurra’s Adriatic
cruise promises to be just that.

Emerald Waterways has pointed
its award-winning reputation for river
cruising at travellers eager to sail
beyond Europe’s rivers and who
dream of doing that in a yacht-sized
vessel. Under the new Emerald Yacht
Cruises brand, the company is diving
into ocean waters with this 100 guest,
360-foot yacht.
The Adriatic in Depth, Azzurra’s
eight-day cruise along the Dalmatian
Coast from Venice to Dubrovnik
will call at six islands – Krk, Zadar,
Sibenik, Hvar, Split and Korcula.
CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES

33

| AZZURRA IN THE ADRIATIC

Infinity pool

Reflections restaurant

Welcome aboard Emerald’s yacht Azzurra
YACHT CRUISING HAS A BUZZ all its own because it is not
typical ocean cruising. With Azzurra, Emerald Waterways
has responded to guests’ requests for small ship cruising,
embracing it as a secure, comfortable and relaxing way to
see the world. At the same time, the designers have not
only created abundant space throughout all areas of the
ship, they have relied on expansive glass and mirrors to add
to the feeling of spaciousness.
Reflections Restaurant offers breakfast and lunch buffets
and fine à la carte dining at dinner. Guests can expect
Mediterranean-inspired and locally sourced dishes
accompanied by sommelier-paired wine, and beer.
In keeping with the brand’s largely inclusive price
structure, wines, beer and soft drinks are complimentary
with lunch and dinner. So are on board gratuities, transfers
to and from the airport, port charges and taxes.

Terrace suite

There’s a wellness center complete with gym, a spa, and a
small infinity pool right up against the stern of the ship. In
super-yacht style, Azzurra has all the features guests look
forward to when cruising warm waters. Features such as a
marina platform equipped with water toys, paddle boards
and snorkelling gear for guests to enjoy and two staffdriven Zodiacs.
Wellness Centre
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Of the 50 staterooms and suites available in various
sizes, forty come with private balconies. All are designed
on sleek, cool, modern lines, with soothing beige, blue and
grey colour schemes. Among the upscale amenities that
frequent travellers have come to expect are luxurious
toiletries, bathrobes and slippers, a mini bar, flat screen
HDTV and infotainment system and complimentary Wi-Fi.

Island hopping along these crystalline
waters gave us an up close and
personal panorama of the country’s
unspoilt landscapes, an opportunity
to tour some of Europe’s most historic
and exciting ports and then, at select
stops, the occasion to jump, dive or
cannon-ball right into the exceptionally friendly Dalmatian waters.
The distance between these
islands is short. Sailing for a few
hours each day, was an opportunity
to kick back and indulge in the lazy
pleasure of gliding by the quiet coves
and sandy beaches that dot the coastline. We stepped ashore at centuries
old fishing villages and cities for
small group tours, then with time to
explore individually. Azzurra is sized
to allow access to these harbours
that only small craft can reach.
In the city of Šibenik, on the
island of the same name, we toured

the oldest native town in Croatia.
With origins traced back to 1066,
wandering the little stone-covered
streets of the beautifully preserved
Old Town, we inhaled history at
every turn.
The crowning architectural
glory of the Dalmatian Coast is the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of the
Cathedral of St. James, which doubled as The Iron Bank in the Game
of Thrones. Then a few meters away
we marvelled at the Four Wells, the
water supply system built in the
15th century.
Lively, fun-loving Hvar, the
capital of Hvar Island is dubbed
the Saint-Tropez of Croatia. And, for
good reason. This is one drop-dead
glamorous summer party town, with
glorious beaches, 13th Century walls
and a hilltop fortress, and Europe’s
oldest municipal theatre is here.

LECHATNOIR / ISTOCK

Hvar, Croatia

NADEZHDA1906
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Havar
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I can hardly wait to stroll the ancient
streets within the walls, to marvel again
at the layer upon layer of civilizations that
have made, not only Dubrovnik, but the
entire Dalmatian coast worth anticipating.

When the
world
returns to
cruising,
we will be
eager to
take the
trip of a
lifetime.
Azzurra’s
Adriatic
cruise
promises
to be just
that.
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So is a Benedictine convent
where a small group of cloistered
nuns create the most exquisite lace
I have ever seen. Like snowflakes,
each piece is different. Made, not
from the usual linen, or silk, or
gold but from leaves of the agave
plant, they are for sale at the convent’s mini boutique. This, the sunniest island in the Mediterranean is
home to acres of lavender fields and
cultivated vineyards, earning its
reputation as the most beautiful of
the spectacular islands that we saw
strung along the coast.
Famous for its dense pine forests, Korcula, with a walled medieval
town of the same name, is one of the
larger islands, jutting out into the
clear blue waters of the Adriatic like a
mini Dubrovnik. Without the crowds.
Legend has it that Marco Polo was
born here. Feeling in need of retail
therapy, the shops lining the narrow,
cobblestone streets and alleys provided us with souvenirs, olive oil,
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Korkula, Croatia
Korkula

Dalmatian coast

lavender and gorgeous coral jewellery. With serious shopping accomplished, there was time left for
tasting unfamiliar indigenous wines
before returning to the ship. Pošip,
arguably the best Croatian white
wine grape was surprisingly good.
In Dubrovnik, aka the Pearl of
the Adriatic, we filled two days, walking the two-km wall atop the medieval fortress, hopping on the cable
car, soaring 441 metres up Mount

Srdj, getting a different perspective of
the city, visiting museums and strolling ancient streets within the legendary golden stone walls. We ate at
outdoor cafés late into the evening,
marvelling at the layer upon layer of
civilizations that have made, not only
Dubrovnik, but the entire Dalmatian
coast worth revisiting.
Our Emerald Azzurra cruise will
be our reward for a long wait and
I could not feel more excited. n
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Below are SOME of our 2021 solo-dedicated departures:
Amsterdam, Cologne and the Best of Holland & Flanders
May 5, 2021

Amsterdam, Cologne
and
the Best of Holland & Flanders
Lower deck
Riverview
$3,289
Middle deck Juliet
Balcony
May 5,
2021

$3,899

Upper
deck Juliet
Balcony
$4,149
Amsterdam,
Cologne
and the
the
Best of
of Holland
Holland
& Flanders
Flanders
Lower deck
Riverview
$3,289 &
Amsterdam,
Cologne
and
Best

Middle deck Juliet Balcony
$3,899
May 5,
5, 2021
2021
May
Upper deck Juliet Balcony
$4,149
LowerCologne
deck Riverview
Riverview
$3,289& Flanders
Amsterdam,
and the Best of Holland
Lower
deck
$3,289
Middle
deck
Juliet
Balcony
$3,899
Middle deck Juliet Balcony
$3,899
May
5,
2021
Upper deck
deck Juliet
Juliet Balcony
Balcony
$4,149
Upper
$4,149

Lower deck Riverview
Middle deck Juliet Balcony
Upper deck Juliet Balcony

$3,289
$3,899
$4,149

Burgundy, River Rhone & Provence
November 1, 2021
Burgundy,
River
Rhone & Provence
Lower deck
Riverview
Middle deck
Juliet Balcony
November
1, 2021
Upper
deck Juliet
Burgundy,
RiverBalcony
Rhone &
& Provence
Provence
Lower deck
Riverview
$3,339
Burgundy,
River
Rhone
Middle deck Juliet Balcony
$3,859
November
1,
2021
November 1, 2021
Upper deck Juliet Balcony
$4,119
Lower deck
deck Riverview
Riverview
$3,339
Lower
$3,339
Middle
deck
Juliet
Balcony
$3,859
MiddleBurgundy,
deck Juliet Balcony
$3,859
River Rhone & Provence
Upper deck
deck Juliet
Juliet Balcony
Balcony
$4,119
Upper
$4,119

$3,339
$3,859
$4,119

October 20, 2021

Middle deck
Juliet Balcony
October
20, 2021
Upper
deckRhine
Juliet &
Balcony
Moselle
Lower deck
Riverview
Rhine &
Moselle
Middle deck Juliet Balcony
October 20,
20, 2021
2021
October
Upper deck Juliet Balcony
Lower deck
deck Riverview
Riverview
Lower
Middle deck
deck Juliet
Juliet Balcony
Balcony
Middle
Upper deck
deck Juliet
Juliet Balcony
Balcony
Upper

Rhine & Moselle

$3,459
$4,069
$4,319
$3,459
$3,459
$4,069
$4,069
$4,319
$4,319

August 18, 2021
Rhine
Cruise
to Switzerland
Lower
deck
Riverview
$3,459
Middle deckAugust
Juliet Balcony
$4,069
18, 2021
Upper
deckCruise
Juliet Balcony
$4,319
Rhine
to
Switzerland
Lower deck
Riverview
$3,459
Rhine Cruise to Switzerland
Middle deck Juliet Balcony
$4,069
August
18,
2021
August 18, 2021
Upper deck Juliet Balcony
$4,319
Lower deck
deck Riverview
Riverview
$3,459
Rhine Cruise to Switzerland
Lower
$3,459
Middle
deck
Juliet
Balcony
$4,069
Middle deck Juliet Balcony August 18, 2021
$4,069
Upper deck
deck Juliet
Juliet Balcony
Balcony
$4,319
Upper
$4,319

Lower deck Riverview
Middle deck Juliet Balcony
Upper deck Juliet Balcony

$3,459
$4,069
$4,319

The Blue Danube
November 5, 2021
The Riverview
Blue Danube
Lower deck
Middle deck
Juliet Balcony
November
5, 2021
Upper
deck
Juliet
Balcony
The
Blue
Danube $2,699
Lower deck
Riverview
The
Blue
Danube
Middle deck Juliet Balcony
$3,309
November 5,
5, 2021
2021
November
Upper deck Juliet Balcony
$3,559
Lower deck
deck Riverview
Riverview
$2,699
Lower
$2,699
Middle
deck
Juliet
Balcony
$3,309
Middle deck Juliet BalconyThe Blue Danube
$3,309
Upper deck
deck Juliet
Juliet Balcony
Balcony
$3,559
Upper
$3,559

$2,699
$3,309
$3,559

14 solo cruises total for 2021!
2021 2021!
14 solo cruisesNovember
total5,for
Lower deck Riverview
$2,699
Middle
deck
Juliet Balcony
$3,309
14
solo
cruises
total
for
2021!
14Upper
solo
cruises
total for 2021!
deck
Juliet Balcony
$3,559

November 1, 2021
Lower deck Riverview
$3,339
Middle deck Juliet Balcony
$3,859
Upper deck Juliet Balcony
$4,119
Rhine & Moselle

Rhine
& Moselle
Lower deck
Riverview

Rhine Cruise to Switzerland

$3,459
$4,069
$4,319

Every itinerary in our portfolio has a solo departure,
no sole occupancy fee for any deck, any cabin –
14 solo
total
for 2021!
including
deluxecruises
balcony cabins
and superior
suites
starting from $4,209!
Groups available on request

October 20, 2021 Contact your professional travel advisor
Lower deck Riverview
$3,459
Visit our
websitewww.rivierarivercruises.com
for full terms and conditions. Riviera River Cruises, 1515
Rock Turnpike, Fairfield, CT 06825. CST 2130254-50
Visit
orBlack
888-838-8820
Middle deck Juliet Balcony
$4,069
Prices
shiown
in
USD.
Visit
our
website
for
full
terms
and
conditions.
Riviera
River
Cruises,
1515
Black
Rock
Turnpike, Fairfield, CT 06825. CST 2130254-50
Upper deck Juliet Balcony
$4,319
Visit our website for full terms and conditions. Riviera River Cruises, 1515 Black Rock Turnpike, Fairfield, CT 06825. CST 2130254-50
Visit our website for full terms and conditions. Riviera River Cruises, 1515 Black Rock Turnpike, Fairfield, CT 06825. CST 2130254-50
Visit our website for full terms and conditions. Riviera River Cruises, 1515 Black Rock Turnpike, Fairfield, CT 06825. CST 2130254-50
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The Maritimes:

When you must go down to the sea again…
With his vibrant images, Maritime-born photographer
Dan Galbraith offers a compelling argument for adding Canada’s
Maritime provinces to the top of our travel wish list.

CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES
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Cabot Trail

Come for thousands of kilometers of spectacular coastline.

Hopewell Rocks, NB

From the world’s highest tides in New Brunswick, to
the rugged coastline of Nova Scotia and the serene
beaches of PEI - this is Maritime magic. Walk on
untouched sand, hike to lonely lighthouses, visit
working fishing villages, enjoy fresh-caught lobster
and explore the world-famous Cabot Trail. This part
of Canada is unique, with a sense of sea and sky
you won’t find anywhere else.
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French River, PEI

Come for the wonders of nature.
“One of my most memorable adventures was an afternoon
on Machias Seal Island photographing puffins during the nesting
season. The island is home to thousands of pairs of Atlantic
puffins. These birds only touch land during nesting season,
which lasts about two months. Only 15 people per day are
allowed toperfect
visit, and even
then, if the sea conditions are
Postcard
views
not favourable, you are not going ashore.”

CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES
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“There are still 58 covered bridges
in New Brunswick, but they are
vanishing at an alarming rate.
I seek them out in different seasons
and at various times of day.
Most of them are in remote areas
with little traffic, so you can stop,
walk across, touch the wood and
imagine the history of the place.”

Come for the rich history and unique cultural heritage.

Because the Maritime provinces were settled by both
the English and the French, the cultural mix is rich.
In Cape Breton Island, for example, a Celtic flavour
permeates the music, the dance and the food, while
in New Brunswick, the King’s Landing living museum
introduces you to the blacksmiths, farmers and other
settlers who made their lives here in the 1800s.
42
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King’s Landing

Come for the feasts.

Chef Michael Smith

“Another fond memory is visiting
the Inn at Bay Fortune on Prince
Edward Island, owned by celebrity
chef Michael Smith. On a recent trip
my wife stopped in to buy his latest
cookbook from a kiosk in Souris.
The manager asked if we were
going for dinner at Bay Fortune
during our visit. No reservation we
said, and we were travelling with
our 16 week-old golden retriever,
Wally. “No problem,” she said, “I
happen to manage the reservations,
I’ll get you in, and I’ll look after
Wally while you enjoy your dinner.”
It’s a five-hour experience, beginning
with a visit to the farm with our hosts.
We enjoy local drinks and hor
d’oeuvres, oysters, and a welcome
by Michael Smith who talked about
his menu and offered thanks to the
fishermen and farmers who work
the land and the water to bring this
to us. It also happened to be our
anniversary, so it remains one of
our most memorable meals ever.” n
CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES
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Having a

of a time in Quebec
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Some of the best whale watching
in the world can be found in Quebec’s
Saguenay-St. Lawrence Marine Park,
created in 1998 to showcase the
spectacular scenery and marine wildlife
of the St. Lawrence Estuary and the
Saguenay Fjord. Its frigid waters are
even a great place to dive into!

W
Humpback whale in Quebec’s Saguenay-St..Lawrence Marine Park

JEAN-PIERRE SYLVESTRE

JAMES ROSS

HO KNEW THAT WHALES COULD FLY?
We had been following two magnificent humpback
whales for several minutes as they swam beside our
Zodiac. Our driver kept a respectful distance, but the
curious whales were not shy. They surfaced, arcing
their long dark bodies, and then silently slipped back into
the St. Lawrence. Then they were up again, close enough
for us to see barnacles attached on their scarred skin.
Finally, they lifted their expansive tails high and disappeared into the steely depths.
“When they show their tails they are diving deep,
and often won’t surface for ten minutes or more,” we are
told by our guide and naturalist Catherine Dube. “They
could come up anywhere.” We scanned the surrounding
waters, cameras at the ready. Suddenly, the pair shot out
of the water in splendid synchronicity – so high and with
a grace and elegance I would have thought impossible for
such huge animals. They both tilted right and came down
in the sea with a great splash, close enough for us to feel
the spray. Our guide squealed in delight – while silence
settled on the rest of us – thinking that 12 metre, 28 tonne
creatures could take flight.
We had set off that morning from the pretty little
village of Tadoussac, eight of us onboard the Sentinelle III,
a compact and comfortable Zodiac. “We are meant to
observe – not disturb,” lectured Dube, as we set a slow
pace out of the Saguenay fjord, carefully meandering
through a pod of beluga whales. These are not the first
belugas I had observed in the park. The previous day, having driven northeast three hours from Quebec City along
the north shore of the St. Lawrence, the highway was interrupted by a ferry waiting to shuttle vehicles across the fjord
to Tadoussac. Our crossing was delayed, allowing a dozen
beluga whales to pass, their smooth white bodies clearly
visible bobbing in the leaden grey waters like ice caps. The
endangered beluga is this park’s most famous resident.
CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES
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Marine Environment Discovery Centre
MARC LOISELLE

Beluga whale

The 1,245 sq km Saguenay – St. Lawrence Marine Park,
a joint creation of Quebec and Parks Canada, is located at
the confluence of these two great rivers. Our Zodiac
outing impresses not only with the quantity of whales that
we see, but also the variety. Besides the belugas and
humpbacks, we see minke whales, fin whales and harbour
seals. Often spotted are the enormous blue whales. In
addition, we are told, even a single and confused narwhal
from the Arctic had been spotted recently, after an evident
wrong turn brought it into these rich feeding grounds. The
cold, salt waters of the North Atlantic encounter fresh
water flowing out of the St. Lawrence, stirring up an
accumulation of krill and fish upon which whales feed.
The beluga and harbour seal are the only marine animals
that live here year-round. The other whales, including our
show-boating humpbacks, migrate between the park and
their mating grounds in the Caribbean.
46
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Boating is one way to observe these magnificent
mammals, there are also many excellent viewing areas on
land. The Parks Canada Cap-De-Bon-Desir Interpretation
and Observation Centre explains what lifeforms we might
find on the sea floor and offers a whale-watching vantage
point on its shoreline. At first, we saw only freighters
moving up the seaway outside the park boundary, a subtle
reminder of why this protected area was necessary. Then
a minke whale broke through the surface metres from our
viewpoint, slowly following the rocky shore.
The Marine Environment Discovery Centre at Les
Escoumins educates visitors about the park’s aquatic environment and conservation efforts. Guests can participate in an
underwater dive without getting wet, in a theatre watching
biologist-divers equipped with a camera and mic go live
beneath the St. Lawrence River. Feeling brave and wanting
more, I donned a wet suit, mask, snorkel and fins and dive
into the river’s 2-degree Celsius waters. I am shocked, not
by the cold, but by the colour and variety which I see, starfish,
vivid sea anemones, urchins, sea cucumber, and jellyfish.
Also worth a visit is the Marine Mammal Interpretation Centre in Tadoussac where they keep a daily record
of whale sightings. Inside is an impressive collection of
whale skeletons; bones you can touch, whale sounds to
listen to, and photos to help you identify the specific
whales you might see. I recognize one of our humpbacks
as Tic Tac Toe – so named because of the “X” mark on her
tail. Identifying her, I must admit to a special affinity with
this magnificent creature of the deep – summering in this
spectacular marine park, wintering in the Caribbean. n
More Information:
Parks Canada
www.pc.gc.ca/en/amnc-nmca/qc/saguenay
Quebec Maritime
www.quebecmaritime.ca/en/company/
saguenay-st-lawrence-marine-park/activities
Croisieres AML (Whale-Watching Tours)
www.croisieresaml.com
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RIVER CRUISING |

Avalon offers special
incentive for 2021 bookings

To welcome guests eager to rejoin their friends
on Avalon Waterways ships, the company is
offering an exciting upgrade. Those who book
select European river cruises before January 4,
2021 will receive a free upgrade to a luxurious
Avalon Panorama Suite – an offer worth nearly
$1,600 CAD. Avalon Waterways offers river
cruises on legendary rivers from the North Sea
to the Black Sea and from the English Channel
to the Mediterranean Sea, including the Rhine,
Danube, Seine, and Rhône – to name just a few.
In addition, the line offers Galápagos cruises as
well as cruises on the Amazon River, the Mekong
River in Southeast Asia, the sacred Ganges River
in India, and the Nile. An enticing variety of cruise/
land vacation combinations are also available.

Panorama suite

Canadian river cruising
While the global health crisis continues to affect
the international cruise industry, more Canadians
are looking for domestic solutions for their 2021
vacation planning. Enter St. Lawrence Cruise
Lines: A Canadian-owned and operated small ship
cruise line with a 40-year history of operations on
the St. Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers. Some key
features of their cruises are the small ship profile
of the 32-stateroom Canadian Empress, an allCanadian crew, and cruise itineraries that see the
ship stay close to shore and in Canadian waters.
These features, in combination with robust
COVID-19 Health & Safety procedures, allowed
St. Lawrence Cruise Lines to successfully operate
their Fall 2020 cruise schedule in compliance with
Canadian and Ontario pandemic guidelines. The
company has released their 2021 travel brochure
for a 2021 cruising season starting on May 16th.

Columbia and
Snake River cruises
Following in the footsteps of Lewis and Clark’s
1804 expedition through the Pacific Northwest,
American Queen Steamboat Company’s,
the American Empress will dazzle you with her
vast collection of unique paintings and Native
American art on board. You will revel in the
dramatic scenery, wildlife and rich history of
exploration and adventure along the way, with
comprehensive, guided shore excursions
highlighting your every day. This boutique-style
vessel sails with no more than 223 guests and
provides an inclusive onboard atmosphere.
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Vanessa Lee asked Alberto Aliberti, the CEO of a brand new cruise line – Atlas Ocean
Voyages – about their plans to be a luxe-adventure, expedition company at sea.
depending on their wishes. On board, guests
will be pampered in our ship’s elegance and
cared for with Atlas’ hallmark personalized
and attentive service.
Your company offers an expansive
all-inclusive concept. Could you amplify
this point?

Atlas Ocean Voyages is a brand-new
Expedition Cruise Line. Please tell our
readers more about your cruising focus and
the ships we can expect to join the fleet.

Atlas Ocean Voyages is a new luxe-adventure expedition cruise brand that is designed
for experienced, curious and fun-seeking
travellers. For those who have seen it all
and done it all, Atlas will deliver brand new
experiences in the new era of travel.
Our first and new, small expedition
ship, World Navigator, launches in July 2021
and will bring guests on immersive adventures in some of the world’s most captivating, bucket-list destinations. And we have an
aggressive growth plan to have four additional sister ships under construction or on
order – all scheduled for delivery by the end
of 2023. With more ships, Atlas will expand
the array of global bucket-list destinations
where we will deliver new and unforgettable
luxe-adventure journeys.
You describe your cruise company as
a luxe-adventure brand. Tell us what
“luxe-adventure” is.

Luxe-adventure is a category-of-one we created to deliver a new style of travel, which
we’ve designed to perfectly balance luxury
with bucket-list adventures. By day, we
bring guests to immerse in historic and
breathtaking scenery and deliver an opportunity for a transformative experience. And
luxe-adventure expeditions can also be as
relaxing or as active as guests would like,
48
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Locally inspired gourmet cuisine, premium
wines and spirits, international beers and
premium coffee and teas, prepaid gratuities,
wireless internet access, and more, are all
included aboard World Navigator. We call
this our All Inclusive All The Way commitment. But Atlas is taking it one step further.
We also include round-trip air travel, complimentary shore excursions at every port, and
emergency medical evacuation insurance for
every guest.
In the new era of travel, all-inclusiveness has greater value, and Atlas is delivering immense value with All Inclusive All The
Way. We take care of our guests from the
moment they arrive at their home airport so
they have the peace-of-mind that they are
safe and taken care of while on a seamless
adventure. If their flight is delayed or even
the unforeseeable should happen, guests
can be assured that Atlas is already working
on their behalf to minimize their delay or
make sure they expeditiously receive the
appropriate care in case they have a medical
emergency.
Complimentary air travel, shore excursions,
med-evac insurance, gourmet dining and
beverages, and more. What more can you
include?

One of Atlas Ocean Voyages’ missions is to
bring guests to smaller and less-trodden destinations than those other cruise brands,
which claim to go to small ports. On select,
longer itineraries, we also include complimentary, two- to five-night, mid-voyage
tours that bring guests to landmarks and cultural attractions found inland, such as Petra
and Wadi Rum in Jordan, Kiev and Chernobyl in Ukraine, and Cappadocia and
Pamukkale in Turkey. We call these MAX
SHORE, and MAX SHORE provides guests
deeper immersions into these captivating
destinations. It’s a free vacation in a vacation!

All Inclusive All The Way also applies on
MAX SHOREs, as premium transportation,
overnight accommodations, all meals, snacks
and beverages, and access are always
included on MAX SHOREs.
Where in the world do you plan to sail,
and how long will most itineraries be?

World Navigator will sail seven- to 24-night
itineraries in the Holy Land, the Black,
Mediterranean and Caribbean Seas, and
South America for her inaugural summer
2021 season. She continues with nine- and
12-night Antarctica expeditions in winter
2021/22. For Antarctica, we’ve also innovated, by chartering our own wide-body jet
aircraft and will fly guests directly from the
U.S. to Ushuaia, Argentina. This eliminates
an extended layover to and from the ship, so
guests enjoy a more seamless Antarctica
experience. Additionally, guests enjoy Atlas’
signature elegant and enjoyable service as
soon as they board our charter jet, also part
of our All Inclusive All The Way commitment.
I know Safety and Health practices are
exceedingly crucial to you, Alberto, as
is sustainability and providing a suitably
green environment and reduced footprint.

Yes, the health and safety of our guests and
crew is our top priority. World Navigator is
being built with the latest and most modern
hygiene technology and cleanliness protocols
to help ensure a safe and worry-free experience when guests stay with us. Our ships
also offer one of the industry’s highest spaceto-guest ratio for social distancing and our
shore excursions are conducted in very small
groups. World Navigator and her sister ships
also will employ the latest engineering
and technology to sustain the unparalleled
destinations we visit for future generations to
enjoy also. The state-of-the-art, onboard
hybrid power generation and management
system allows our ships to consume as low
as one-fifth the fuel compared to conventional engines.
From the beginning, our goal is to build
the cleanest, safest and quietest expedition
ships to meet and exceed the needs and
strict requirements of the regions where our
ships sail. n

THE WORLD LEADER OF
LUXURY EXPEDITIONS
PONANT’s polar expeditions offer a blend of luxury, adventure, and
exploration aboard intimate yachts to every corner of the globe,
including Antarctica. Our expedition leaders and naturalists are
on board for each of PONANT’s eco-sensitive itineraries aboard
certified “Clean-Ships” to deepen your understanding of the earth’s
most remote destinations and our Zodiac landings bring guests
even closer to endemic flora and fauna.

Contact your travel advisor
ponant.com
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Where will you be when the world reopens?
While the world waits, we dream and prepare. For star-filled skies and wonder-filled days. For Alaska in
2021, when we come together to begin a brand new era.
Ocean Victory’s inaugural season welcomes you to an entirely new travel experience. An experience
to awe and enlighten your senses and enhance your safety and peace of mind. You’ll discover a small
ship designed expressly for this place and this time, along with unprecedented safety protocols and
protective booking policies that allow you to plan your 2021 Alaska voyage with absolute confidence.

BOOK NOW AND
SAVE – RISK FREE!
Save up to $1,400 per stateroom* when you pay in
full by December 31, 2020. Change or cancel your
voyage up to 121 days before departure and receive
a full 100% refund.

CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL PROFESSIONAL FOR MORE DETAILS.
*Offer expires 12/31/20 or when no valid cabins remain. Offer is valid only on new, paid-in-full bookings. Not valid on group bookings or existing reservations.
Additional terms and conditions may apply. Call for details, and mention Offer Code 2021 EBD1. Registry: Bahamas

