HISTORICAL UGANDA
Kingdoms of the White Nile
Entebbe – Kampala – Jinja – Fort Portal – Queen Elizabeth National
Park – Lake Mutanda – Bwindi Impenetrable Forest – Mbarara
Tentative dates: November 17–30/December 2, 2022 (14/16 days)
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Highlights:
•

Discover “the Pearl of Africa’s” beautiful and diverse scenery, from the savannah to the rainforest, the
snow-capped mountains to the Great Lakes, and visit the source of the world’s longest river – the Nile.

•

Explore four of the traditional kingdoms of Uganda, each of which has a sitting king, and learn about
the cultures and traditions of the indigenous monarchies and their people.

•

Spot some of the “big five” in Queen Elizabeth National Park, including the leopard, lion, buffalo and
elephant, and join an optional trek with the rare mountain gorillas in Bwindi Impenetrable Forest.

•

Optional extension to beautiful Rwanda – the “land of a thousand hills”.

SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
4603 Main Street, Vancouver, BC V5V 3R6, Canada
Tel: 604-291-1332 or 1800-665-0998 Fax: 604-291-1378
Email: sti@sticanada.com website: www.sticanada.com

HISTORICAL UGANDA
Day 1 / Thu, Nov 17: DEPART CANADA
Depart for Amsterdam in the Netherlands.
Day 2 / Fri, Nov 18: ARRIVE AMSTERDAM
After arrival at Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport, transfer to your hotel
to break up the journey to Uganda. Get some rest or enjoy a short
visit of the city. Get together with fellow tour members and catch a
good night's sleep.
Day 3 / Sat, Nov 19: AMSTERDAM – ENTEBBE – KAMPALA
Depart for Uganda. After arrival in Entebbe, transfer to the capital,
Kampala. Settle into your hotel on the edge of Lake Victoria.
Day 4 / Sun, Nov 20: KAMPALA
Discover Kampala city, starting with the tombs of the Buganda
kings, who were traditionally buried in their palaces. Visit the palace
of the current king, which was a military barracks under the regime
of Idi Amin, and the coronation site where monarchs have been
crowned for the last 700 years. Sample a local lunch.
This afternoon, explore the downtown area, from the neoclassical
and modernist buildings to the local markets. (B,L,D)
Day 5 / Mon, Nov 21: KAMPALA – JINJA
Depart Kampala and head east to quaint Jinja, home to the source of
the Nile. Visit the spot on the banks of the river where John Hanning
Speke first saw the source in 1862. A monument has been erected
at the spot, similar to the one commemorating Speke in Kensington
Gardens in London. Enjoy lunch overlooking the banks of Lake
Victoria, sampling some delicious locally caught tilapia.
Boat cruise to the source of the world’s longest river. (B,L,D)
Day 6 / Tue, Nov 22: JINJA
Walking tour of the historic town centre of Jinja, which was home
to Uganda’s thriving Asian traders before their expulsion under the
brutal military dictator Idi Amin. Lunch at an Indian restaurant.
Afternoon visit to a local craft project. (B,L,D)
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Day 7 / Wed, Nov 23: JINJA – FORT PORTAL
Depart Jinja and visit a local school; tour the institution, see classes
in progress and join the students and teachers for lunch.
Continue on to Fort Portal, the seat of Tooro Kingdom today. Explore
the tombs of the last three kings of Tooro and learn about the death
and burial rituals within the kingdom. Continue to the palace of the
sitting king, who ascended the throne in 1995 at the age of three and
grew up under the patronage of Colonel Gaddafi of Libya. (B,L,D)
Day 8 / Thu, Nov 24: FORT PORTAL – QUEEN ELIZABETH N.P.
Head to a tea manager’s house turned lodge, explore the surrounding
tea plantation. Enjoy lunch overlooking a crater lake.
This afternoon, learn about the art of dyeing and weaving traditional
raffia baskets at a women’s cooperative. Journey on to Queen
Elizabeth National Park, named after Queen Elizabeth II of England
after her trip to Uganda in 1954. (B,L,D)
Day 9 / Fri, Nov 25: QUEEN ELIZABETH NATIONAL PARK
Spend the morning in the company of lions, elephants, giraffes and
wild game that the park is famous for, with a morning game drive.
Lunch at the lodge.
Enjoy an afternoon boat cruise through the Kazinga Channel, which
connects Lake Edward to the smaller Lake George, and are named
after England’s King Edward VII and King George V respectively. From
the boat, you will have the chance to see elephants, hippos, buffalos
and crocodiles. Head back to the lodge and look out for the lions that
often pass by as you have dinner overlooking the plains. (B,L,D)
Day 10 / Sat, Nov 26: QUEEN ELIZABETH N.P. – LAKE MUTANDA
After a morning game drive, make the journey south past Bwindi
Impenetrable National Park. Stop in the town of Kabale for lunch.
Learn about the local Bakiga culture at the Kwanzi Cultural Centre.
Journey on to Lake Mutanda, a scenic freshwater lake ringed by
a papyrus swamp overlooked by the Virunga volcanoes. Take a
sundowner cruise to watch the sunset. (B,L,D)
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Day 11 / Sun, Nov 27: LAKE MUTANDA – BWINDI N.P. – LAKE MUTANDA
Today you will have the option to trek to see the rare and endangered
mountain gorillas in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park
(not included; additional cost $1,015). Trek through the park under
the guidance of a trained ranger, and spend an intimate hour in the
company of a group of gorillas. Experience these gentle giants as
they socialize with one another, feed their young and relax in their
natural habitat.
Those not trekking will explore Lake Mutanda in a traditional canoe,
visiting several of its islands. The first stop will be Kyangushu Island
where the local people buried their ancestors. Continue to Lake
Mutanda, the only inhabited island on the lake which, on clear days,
offers views of Bunagana (Congo border), Lake Mulehe and Bwindi
Impenetrable National Park. You will also have the option to visit a
local nursery school, meet a traditional healer and visit a craft
maker. (B,L,D)
NB: Gorilla permits are in high demand and their number is limited.
Part of the funds go towards conservation projects and infrastructure
development such as schools and hospitals for the local communities.
Day 12 / Mon, Nov 28: LAKE MUTANDA – MBARARA
Journey to Mbarara, the capital of Ankole Kingdom, and explore the
past at the town’s cultural centre.
After lunch, head to the Biharwe Eclipse Monument, which
commemorates a historic eclipse in 1520 AD and consists of three
pillars representing the three kings of Buganda, Ankole and
Bunyoro. Visit the royal palaces and tombs of Ankole Kingdom in
Mbarara – the only kingdom that did not reinstate the monarchy
in 1993. (B,L,D)
Day 13 / Tue, Nov 29: MBARARA – DEPART ENTEBBE
Transfer to Entebbe to fly back to Canada. Those joining the Rwanda
extension will take a 50-min flight to the capital, Kigali. (B)
Day 14 / Wed, Nov 30: ARRIVE CANADA
Arrival home.
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TOUR PACE AND FITNESS TO PARTICIPATE
On this leisurely paced itinerary, you can typically expect 1-2 miles
(1-2 hours) of intermittent walking per day. Some days may include
early starts, longer travel and possibly walking over uneven terrain.
Travellers should have reasonable health and mobility.
Gorilla trekking can involve strenuous hiking through steep,
rugged terrain. The trek can take between 1-8 hours, and the
difficulty and duration will depend upon the location of the gorilla
family on the day. Travellers should be capable of walking 15 km
at a time over uneven, difficult terrain including hills. Porters can
be hired to carry your belongings (backpack, camera etc.). Expect
a 6.30am departure from the lodge, and potentially return late. A
packed lunch will be provided.
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OPTIONAL RWANDA
Day 13 / Tue, Nov 29: ENTEBBE – KIGALI
After arrival in Kigali, spend the rest of the morning exploring the
city, known for its pleasant and friendly atmosphere. Explore the
Kimironko Market and Caplaki handicrafts cooperative. Lunch in the
city’s Muslim quarters.
This afternoon, pay your respects to the victims of the 1994
Rwandan genocide against the Tutsi, learning about this somber
chapter of the country’s past at the Kigali Genocide Memorial. (L,D)
Day 14 / Wed, Nov 30: KIGALI – GISENYI
Today, make the journey through the land of a thousand hills to the
town of Gisenyi, on the edge of Lake Kivu. On the way, stop at the
Imbabzi Centre, an orphanage, nursery school and farm set up after
the genocide. Continue on to your hotel, and have lunch on the edge
of the lake.
In the afternoon visit the nearby Kinunu Coffee Washing Station and
sample some of Rwanda’s best coffee while learning all about the
process from the bean to the cup. (B,L,D)
Day 15 / Thu, Dec 1: GISENYI – KIGALI
This morning, take a boat out on to Lake Kivu, and take in the
surrounding scenery, from the birds, the Congolese volcanoes and
the local fishermen.
Transfer back to Kigali in time for your flights home. (B)
Day 16 / Fri, Dec 2: ARRIVE CANADA
Arrival home.

Rwanda add-on cost will depend on the number of
participants. Please contact our office for a quote.

TOUR COSTS in CAD
Per person, twin-share
$5,900
Single supplement
$1,150
Gorilla trek
$1,015
Rwanda add-on
contact us

AIR PACKAGE in CAD
Please contact our office for a quote.
You may also purchase your own flights
(book on points etc.) and meet us in Uganda.

INCLUDED
• Airport transfers (if travelling on suggested flights)
• Accommodation in comfortable superior tourist
class hotels
• Extended safari land cruiser transportation (these
vehicles sit six people; each seat is next to a large
window, with ample leg room; they feature air conditioning and an in-car fridge for drinks and snacks;
the pop-up roof allows for great game viewing)
• Meals as per itinerary
(B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner)
• English-speaking tour leader and local guides
• Comprehensive sightseeing incl. national park fees
and other admission/permit fees as per itinerary
• Hotel porterage

NOT INCLUDED
• International airfare Canada – Entebbe and
Entebbe/Kigali – Canada
• 1-night stopover in Amsterdam
• Travel insurance (please contact our office for a quote)
• Airport transfers (if not travelling on suggested flights)
• Drinks with meals
• Gratuities for drivers and guides
(suggestion of USD 100 pp approx.)
• Items of a personal nature
• Visa for Uganda, to be obtained online prior to arrival
or at the border (USD 50 for single entry) and visa for
Rwanda, to be obtained at the border free of charge,
without prior application (subject to change without
prior notice)
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RESERVATION FORM
HISTORICAL UGANDA
with gorilla trek
RWANDA (optional extension)

without gorilla trek

Tentative: Nov 17-30, 2022
Tentative: Nov 30-Dec 2, 2022

Please fill out this form in full and mail it with your deposit of $600.00 and travel insurance payment for each traveller.
Travel insurance is optional but recommended. Please write name(s) exactly as listed in passport (e.g.: William, not ‘Bill’).

TRAVELLER #1

TRAVELLER #2

Mr/Mrs/Ms

First name

First name Mr/Mrs/Ms

Date of birth:

Middle name(s)

Middle name(s)

Last name

Last name
dd/mmm/yyyy

dd/mmm/yyyy Date of birth:

City + country of birth:

City + country of birth:

Passport #:

Passport #:

Passport expiry date:

dd/mmm/yyyy Passport expiry date:

dd/mmm/yyyy

Passport issuing country:

Passport issuing country:

Preferred first name (for name tag):

Preferred first name (for name tag):

ADDRESS
Street:
City:

Province/State:

Postal code:

Country:

Cell #:

Home #:

Email:
Accommodation:

Single

Seating preference on aircraft: 		

Double

Twin 		

Aisle 		

Window

Sharing with:

Special dietary meal request:

(where available)

Next of kin (in case of emergency): 					

Phone #:

TRAVEL INSURANCE (to be purchased at time of deposit)
All Inclusive 		

Trip Cancellation

Declined

Amount of premium (see next page): $ ..................

PAYMENT
Please make cheques payable to:

SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
4603 Main Street
Vancouver, BC V5V 3R6 Canada
Tel: 604-291-1332 or 1800-665-0998

Visa / MasterCard / American Express (a 2% service fee applies to payments made by credit card)
Card #: 							Expiry date:
Name on card:
Amount to be charged: $ ..................
I acknowledge that I have read and agree to the terms and conditions outlined in the brochure.

SIGNATURE:

Date:

FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW
RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT:
$600 pp deposit due at time of booking
2nd installment of $1,400 pp due by April 17, 2022
Gorilla permit fee of $1,015 due by June 17, 2022
(only required if joining the trek; non refundable)
Balance due by August 17, 2022
*** Due to the current COVID-19 crisis, please check with our office for
the most up-to-date payment schedule. ***
Tour documents will be sent to you approximately 14 days prior to your
trip departure, provided full payment has been received.
TOUR PRICES:
All tour prices for land arrangements are based on rates effective at the
time of printing and are expected to be in effect at the time of departure.
Should these rates change in the event of significant currency fluctuations
and/or the introduction of new taxes, it may be necessary to surcharge
the price of your vacation. Should the tour price increase by more than
10%, the passenger shall have the right to cancel within seven days of
notification without penalty.
CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS:
Notice of cancellation must be made in writing. The effective cancellation
date is the date when written notification is received by Special Travel International (hereafter called STI). Deposits are non-refundable. The following
scale of charges will apply when cancellation is received prior to departure:
Until Apr 16, 2022
$600
Apr 17 – Aug 16, 2022
$2,000
Aug 17 – Sep 16, 2022
75%
From Sep 17, 2022
100%
*** Due to the current COVID-19 crisis, please check with our office for
the most up-to-date cancellation and refund policy. ***
NB: gorilla permit fee due on June 17, 2022 is non-refundable; different
payment/cancellation policies apply to airline tickets; you will be advised
at time of booking.

Ugandan kob

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS:
It is entirely the passenger’s responsibility to possess whatever documents
and visas are required by the law of the countries visited on the tour.
TRAVEL INSURANCE:
STI strongly recommends that each tour participant has health,
cancellation, interruption, accident and baggage insurance for the
duration of his/her travel.
RESPONSIBILTY AND LIABILITY:
STI acts only as an agent in securing all services related to the tours
described in this brochure, including transportation, sightseeing and
accommodation. STI shall not be responsible or liable for any loss, cost,
damage, injury, delay or expense arising from the use of any conveyance,
accommodation or service or from acts of God, strikes, weather,
quarantine, accidents, sickness, government regulations, insufficient
documents and any loss expense resulting from the above contingencies
shall be borne by the tour member. In the event it becomes necessary or
advisable for the comfort of the passenger, or for any reason whatsoever,
to alter the itinerary or arrangements, such alterations may be made
without penalty to the operators. Additional expense, if any, shall be
borne by the passenger. The right is reserved to withdraw any or all tours
should conditions warrant, and also to decline to accept or retain any
passenger as a member of the tour. In such instances, full or equitable
amounts will be refunded.
AIRLINE RESPONSIBILITY:
Any air carrier providing transportation in connection with these tours is
not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time
the passenger is not on board its planes or conveyances. The passenger
contract in use by the airlines concerned, when issued, shall constitute
the sole contract between the airline and the purchase of these tours
and/or passenger. Similar responsibility as noted applies to all types of
carriers, including car rental companies.
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