CLASSICAL ITALY
Milan – Turin – Cremona – Verona –
Lago di Garda – Bologna – Venice
April 28–May 8, 2022 (11 days)
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Highlights:
•

Enjoy incomparable music and opera during this beautiful journey through Northern Italy, including
performances at two of the most renowned opera houses in the world – Teatro alla Scala in Milan and
La Fenice in Venice.

•

Attend private concerts by local ensembles along with your hosts, violinist Kai Gleusteen and pianist
Catherine Ordronneau, in a variety of intimate settings such as the Stradivarius Museum and the
Fazioli piano factory.

•

Discover the historical, cultural, natural and culinary highlights of Lombardy, the Piedmont and the
Veneto, and experience the Italian “dolce vita”.

•

Maximum group size of 30 people for a personalized experience.

SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL
4603 Main Street, Vancouver, BC V5V 3R6, Canada
Tel: 604-291 1332 or 1800-665 0998 Fax: 604-291 1378
Email: sti@sticanada.com website: www.sticanada.com

A WORD FROM SPECIAL TRAVEL
Dear Traveller(s),
Since most of 2020 turned out
to be a year which did not allow
for international travel, we are
eager to get back to Austria and
Italy, two wonderful classical
music destinations.
A group size of 30 travellers will
allow more time with your tour
hosts and feature artists while
visiting some amazing areas.
Our trusted Music Director, legendary Canadian musician,
impresario and raconteur George Zukerman, O.C., O.B.C., has
been working with the music hosts of each tour to create musical
programs of a very high standard, around which we created
wonderful itineraries – "For the Love of Vienna" in October 2021,
and "Classical Italy" in April/May 2022.
"Classical Italy", hosted by the delightful duo of Kai Gleusteen and
Catherine Ordronneau, will set us on the glorious path of greats
like Verdi and Stradivari. Kai’s position as concertmaster at the
Liceu Opera Barcelona makes him the perfect host as we attend
operas at La Scala in Milan and La Fenice.
This tour is also brimming with beautiful classical concerts and
unique visits. Fitting our “Dolce Vita” theme, we will of course
appreciate the fantastic food culture for which northern Italy is
also justly famous.
The combination of rich culture, spectacular sites and the finest
music will offer an experience you will never forget. We look
forward to having you join us!

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR
Greetings music lovers,
I invite you to join hosts Kai
Gleusteen and Catherine
Ordronneau on an unequalled
classical music tour to Northern
Italy in 2022 (and/or Austria in
the Fall 2021).
Embark on a journey to the
great cities, celebrated concert
halls and opera houses of
Northern Italy. You will explore
Milan, Verona, Bologna, Venice and more.
The concert world is emerging from its recent hibernation and we
have done our best to assemble a musical journey-of-a-lifetime.
We will attend major international productions at La Scala in
Milan and La Fenice in Venice, where we will also pay tribute to
the great Verdi. There will be mini-recitals at the Stradivarius
Museum in Cremona and at the Fazioli factory in Sacile. More
special performances will be added.
With the Gleusteen-Ordronneau Duo as your hosts, what better
way to immerse yourselves in the world of opera and to enjoy so
much other musical sunshine.
As with all Special Travel International Classical Music tours,
prepare for superb music, wonderful accommodations, gourmet
cuisine and knowledgeable tour guides to welcome you to the
cities where so much of the world’s great classical music was
created.
George Zukerman, O.C., O.B.C.
Music Director

Gery Valtiner
Programme Director

Gery Valtiner and George Zukerman on tour

George Zukerman, Catherine Ordronneau and Kai Gleusteen

GLEUSTEEN-ORDRONNEAU DUO

NOTES FROM YOUR HOSTS

Since 1999 when they first began to work together, Kai Gleusteen
and Catherine Ordronneau have established themselves as one
of the most important European violin and piano duos. Having
performed more than 100 recitals in Europe, Canada and the USA,
they are praised for their unique partnership, “playing under the
control of a single intelligence”, and for the emotional power of
their interpretations.
Recent projects include touring the USA in performance with
the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, recitals in both Chicago and
San Francisco, a 21-concert tour of China, a gala concert in the
prestigious Hôtel de Ville of Paris and active participation in the
Kaimerata Festivals in Spain and Canada.
Their repertoire encompasses most of the great sonatas for violin
and piano – including complete Beethoven sonatas and Brahms
sonatas – as well as a myriad of short pieces representing the
countries where they perform. They have recorded extensively on
the AVIE label.

Our spring 2020 tours, with their incredible line-up of concerts,
sadly did not happen. Catherine and I had lots of goodies in store
for you – Austria, Italy, music, food, friends, travel. What more
could one ask for? Was it too good to be true? I guess it wasn't
meant to be.
Luckily for us, Gery doesn't give up! According to Andy Warhol,
"the idea of waiting for something makes it more exciting."
Stephen Sondheim, on the other hand, thinks that "perpetual
anticipation is good for the soul but it's bad for the heart."
We agree with Sondheim – no more waiting. Spring 2022, Italy.
A few operas (La Scala!), a few concerts from us, a few strolls in
the most beautiful streets in the world, a visit and concert in the
Fazioli piano factory near Venice, the Stradivarius Museum in
Cremona, succulent meals, Italian wine, pasta, risotto, Nocciole
d'Elite, grappa... Ahh, Italy. Catherine and I will be there to share it
all with you and enjoy every moment.
Kai Gleusteen & Catherine Ordronneau

PERFORMANCE PROGRAMME
Sun, May 1

Opera at Teatro alla Scala, Milan (programme to be confirmed)

Mon, May 2

Private concert with Kai Gleusteen (violin) and Catherine Ordronneau (piano) at the Stradivarius Museum, Cremona

Tue, May 3

Concert at Verona Philharmonic Theatre (programme to be confirmed)

Thu, May 5

Cappella Artemisia at the San Colombano Museum, Bologna

Fri, May 6

Opera at La Fenice, Venice (programme to be confirmed)

Sat, May 7

Private concert with Kai Gleusteen (violin) and Catherine Ordronneau (piano) at the Fazioli piano factory, Sacile

The Gleusteen-Ordronneau Duo on stage

Kai Gleusteen & Catherine Ordronneau

ITINERARY
Day 1 / Thu, Apr 28: DEPART CANADA

Day 5 / Mon, May 2: MILAN – CREMONA – VERONA

Depart for Italy.
Day 2 / Fri, Apr 29: ARRIVE MILAN

Depart Milan and travel to Cremona, a beautiful city renowned
for its long and illustrious musical traditions. Enjoy a tour of the
Stradivarius Museum followed by a concert.

After arrival in Milan, transfer to your hotel. Join your host Kai
Gleusteen for a welcome drink and introduction to your Classical
Italy Concert Series, followed with dinner. (D)

Afternoon at leisure to stroll about Cremona's historic centre and
discover its fine medieval architecture and numerous violin-maker
workshops. End the day in Verona. (B,D)

Day 3 / Sat, Apr 30: MILAN
Start your exploration of Milan with a walking tour of the historic
centre. Visit the splendid Gothic Duomo and enjoy a guided tour of
La Scala, one of the oldest and most famous opera houses in the
world. Proceed to the former convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie
to see Leonardo da Vinci’s Last Supper, one of the most significant
works in the history of art.
This afternoon, visit Casa Verdi, a home for retired opera singers
and musicians founded by the Italian composer in 1896. The
residence is steeped in the life stories not only of Giuseppe
Verdi and his wife, with their personal effects, furnishings, art
collections, and even their tombs, but also those of all the notable
guests who have been in residence here over a century. (B,D)
Day 4 / Sun, May 1: MILAN – TURIN – MILAN
Today visit Turin, including the Royal Palace and Duomo San
Giovanni, which houses the Shroud of Turin. Then learn how to
mix and blend the perfect vermouth at Casa Martini.
Mid-afternoon return to Milan. Evening at the opera. (B,D)
— PERFORMANCE —
Teatro alla Scala
(programme to be confirmed)

Duomo, Milan © Jiuguang Wang

— CONCERT —
Private concert with Kai Gleusteen (violin) and Catherine
Ordronneau (piano) at the Stradivarius Museum, Cremona

Day 6 / Tue, May 3: VERONA – LAGO DI GARDA – VERONA
Drive to the nearby Lago di Garda, known for its crystal clear
water, for a stroll through the walled village of Lazise. Enjoy
a cappuccino or gelato before taking the boat to Sirmione,
which sits at the end of a peninsula reaching into the lake. Once
the beloved refuge of Maria Callas, the pretty town boasts a
spectacular setting, the Scaliger Castle, chic boutiques as well
as natural hot springs. Through town, the road past her villa,
now private apartments, ends at the Grotte de Catullo, the ruins
of a Roman villa which command wonderful views of the lake
and mountains. Enjoy some time in this charming place which
embodies la "dolce vita".
Proceed to the Bardolino area for a wine tasting at a local winery.
Return to Verona with a little time to rest before dinner and a
concert. (B,D)
— CONCERT —
Verona Philharmonic Theatre
(programme to be confirmed)

Lazise, Lago di Garda

Day 7 / Wed, May 4: VERONA – CASALMAGGIORE – VERONA
Explore the lovely city forever linked with Romeo and Juliet with
a tour of Verona's medieval old town, including the Roman
Arena di Verona, where legendary soprano Maria Callas held her
European debut.
This afternoon, drive to Casalmaggiore, birthplace of Italian
composers Ignazio Donati and Andrea Zani. Return to fair Verona
after dinner. (B,D)
Day 8 / Thu, May 5: VERONA – BOLOGNA – VENICE
Depart for ancient Bologna, home to the oldest university in the
world (1088) and one of the most populous cities in the Middle
Ages. In 2006 Bologna was designated a “UNESCO City of Music”
for its contributions to classical music, opera and dance. Visit the
International Museum of Music, and enjoy a short walk past some
of the towers of its well-preserved historic centre.
Afternoon concert at the San Colombano Museum, an ancient
monastic complex, now home to the Tagliavini collection of
ancient musical instruments. Evening arrival in Venice. (B,D)
— CONCERT —
Early music by female vocal group Cappella Artemisia
at the San Colombano Museum, Bologna

— PERFORMANCE —
Opera at La Fenice
(programme to be confirmed)
Day 10 / Sat, May 7: VENICE – SACILE – VENICE
Excursion to Sacile, known as the “Garden of the Serenissima” for
the many palaces that were constructed along the river Livenza
for the nobility of the Most Serene Republic of Venice. Tour the
unique Fazioli piano factory, where your tour hosts will give a
special concert.
Return to Venice. Tonight, join fellow travellers for a farewell
dinner. (B,D)
— CONCERT —
Private concert with Kai Gleusteen (violin)
and Catherine Ordronneau (piano) at the Fazioli piano factory
Day 11 / Sun, May 8: DEPART VENICE – ARRIVE CANADA
Transfer to Venice Airport Marco Polo for your flight(s) home. (B)

Day 9 / Fri, May 6: VENICE
Enjoy a tour of the historic centre of Venice, including the splendid
Doge’s Palace and Basilica San Marco, which both display spoils
of the Crusades from an era when Venice was one of the great
Maritime Republics. Enjoy a gondola ride through the canals.
Afternoon at leisure to visit a museum or get lost along the
beautiful canal paths, before an evening at the opera. (B)

Teatro La Fenice © Ettore Bellini

Performance details are preliminary and subject to change;
slight adjustments to our sightseeing programme may have
to be made once performance schedule is finalized.

Venice

TOUR COSTS in CAD

ITALY
Milan

Verona

Venice

Turin

Per person, twin-share

$7,390

Single supplement

$1,690

AIR OPTIONS in CAD

Cremona
Bologna

Please contact our office for a quote.
You may also purchase your own flights (book on
points etc.) and meet the group at the hotel.

INCLUDED
• Accommodation in well-appointed 4-star hotels
• All concerts and special music events as per itinerary
(top 2 category tickets for public concerts)
• Meals as per itinerary
(B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner)
• Private air-conditioned coach transportation
• Comprehensive sightseeing incl. local guides
and admission fees as per itinerary
• Gratuities for drivers and guides
• Hotel porterage
• Local taxes and service charges
Sirmione, Lago di Garda

NOT INCLUDED
• International airfare Canada – Milan;
Venice – Canada
• Travel insurance
(please contact our office for a quote)
• Drinks with meals
• Items of a personal nature

TOUR PACE and FITNESS TO PARTICIPATE
This itinerary includes some walking through historic city
centres and to/from the venues – easily accomplished
if you are comfortable walking a few kilometres at a
standard pace. Travellers with restricted mobility are
welcome but may be unable to enjoy all of the walking
tour portions or may require taxis.

Riccardo Chailly, Music Director of La Scala
and Principal Conductor of the Filarmonica della Scala

RESERVATION FORM
CLASSICAL ITALY

April 28-May 8, 2022

Please complete this form and return it to us with your deposit of $800.00 per person. Please write name(s)
exactly as listed in passport (e.g.: William, not ‘Bill’). Travel insurance is optional but strongly recommended.

TRAVELLER #1

TRAVELLER #2

(if different address/payment
method than Traveller #1, please
fill out a separate booking form)

Title (Mr / Mrs / Ms etc.)
First name
Middle name(s)
Last name
Date of birth (dd/mmm/yyyy)
City + country of birth
Passport #
Passport expiry (dd/mmm/yyyy)
Passport issuing country
Preferred first name (for name tag)
Dietary restrictions

ADDRESS
Street:
City: 							Province/State:
Postal code: 						Country:
Cell #: 							Home #:
Email:

TRAVEL PREFERENCES
Accommodation:

Single*

Double

Twin 		

Sharing with:

*Please contact us if you would like to be paired up with another traveller and we will do our best to assist.
If we are unable to arrange a twin-share, you will be accommodated in a single room and invoiced accordingly.

EMERGENCY CONTACT
Next of kin’s name: 					Next of kin’s phone #:

TRAVEL INSURANCE
I/we would like to receive a travel insurance quote.

I/we have arranged my/our own travel insurance.

PAYMENT
Please make cheques payable to: 			

SPECIAL TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL

Visa / MasterCard / American Express
Card #: 							Expiry date:
Name on card: 						

Amount to be charged: $

I/we acknowledge that I/we have read and agree to the terms and conditions outlined in the brochure.

SIGNATURE:

DATE:

FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW
RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT:
$800 pp deposit due at time of booking
2nd installment of $1,000 pp due by January 28, 2022
Balance due by February 28, 2022
Tour documents will be sent to you approximately 14 days prior to your trip
departure, provided full payment has been received.
TOUR PRICES:
All tour prices for land arrangements are based on rates effective at the time of
printing and are expected to be in effect at the time of departure. Should these
rates change, it may be necessary to surcharge the price of your vacation. Should
the tour price increase by more than 10%, the passenger shall have the right to
cancel within seven days of notification without penalty.
CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS:
Notice of cancellation must be made in writing. The effective cancellation date
is the date when written notification is received by Special Travel International
(hereafter called STI).
Due to the current COVID-19 crisis, we have put in place a special scale of charges
in case of cancellation, to protect the traveller as much as possible:
Until Jan 27, 2022
$300
Jan 28 – Feb 27, 2022
$800
Feb 28 – Mar 27, 2022
50%
From Mar 28, 2022
100%
(a cancellation/interruption insurance policy should be purchased to cover these
cancellation charges)
We are also offering the following consideration: if you cancel PRIOR to
February 28, 2022, YOU may find a traveller to take your place on the tour,
and only forfeit $300 (instead of $800).
NB: different payment/cancellation policies apply to airline tickets; you will be advised
at time of booking.
TRAVEL INSURANCE:
STI strongly recommends that each tour participant has health, cancellation,
interruption, accident and baggage insurance for the duration of his/her travels.
Travel insurance companies are offering packages that include Cancellation
and/or Medical coverage should you fall ill before or during your trip. Premiums
are based on the age of the traveller(s). Should you be unable to travel because
of contracting COVID-19, or ANY other insurable reason, you will be entitled to
compensation by your travel insurance company.

COVID-19 consideration: Some insurance companies offer an optional add-on
benefit allowing you to cancel for ANY reason. These specific CANCEL FOR ANY
REASON (CFAR) policies will reimburse you up to 80% of your monies, depending on when you cancel. Cost of the premium is usually about 25% higher than
a standard insurance policy. CFAR policies can only be purchased at the time of
booking your trip. Standard policies (All Inclusive / Cancellation / Medical) can be
purchased later – at the time the 2nd payment is due, for instance.
Please note travel insurance does not cover everything. It is designed to cover
losses arising from sudden and unforeseeable circumstances due to emergencies.
For further details, please call our office or an insurance company specialized in
travel insurance.
TRAVEL DOCUMENTS, VISAS AND VACCINES:
It is entirely the passenger’s responsibility to possess whatever documents, visas
and vaccines are required by the law of the countries visited on the tour.
RESPONSIBILTY AND LIABILITY:
STI acts only as an agent in securing all services related to the tours described
in this brochure, including transportation, sightseeing and accommodation.
STI shall not be responsible or liable for any loss, cost, damage, injury, delay or
expense arising from the use of any conveyance, accommodation or service or
from acts of God, strikes, weather, quarantine, accidents, sickness, government
regulations, insufficient documents and any loss expense resulting from the
above contingencies shall be borne by the tour member. In the event it becomes
necessary or advisable for the comfort of the passenger, or for any reason
whatsoever, to alter the itinerary or arrangements, such alterations may be made
without penalty to the operators. Additional expense, if any, shall be borne by the
passenger. The right is reserved to withdraw any or all tours should conditions
warrant, and also to decline to accept or retain any passenger as a member of the
tour. In such instances, full or equitable amounts will be refunded.
AIRLINE RESPONSIBILITY:
Any air carrier providing transportation in connection with these tours is not
to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time the
passenger is not on board its planes. The passenger contract in use by the
airlines concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the
airline and the purchase of these tours and/or passenger. Similar responsibility
as noted applies to all types of carriers, including car rental companies.

Verona
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