
Opportunities…
To have fun • To be part of a team • To grow • To compete • To make friends
To win with class • To lose with grace • To achieve • To give back • To score a goal
To learn • To overcome challenges • To be active • To be a good sport



GRAND RAPIDS GRIFFINS 
YOUTH FOUNDATION
Established in 1995 by Dan and Pamella 
DeVos, the Griffins Youth Foundation 
promotes academic excellence, community 
involvement and healthy lifestyles among 
the youth of West Michigan, enhancing 
their lives through hockey and 
ice-related sports.

For more than two decades, we have 
eliminated the high financial and
logistical barriers that prevent children 
from playing hockey. Our 350 boys and 
girls – many of whom are underprivileged, 
at-risk, underserved or have other special 
needs – also receive life lessons that help 
them succeed far from the ice.

All of our programs are FREE, with 
equipment and ice time provided by 
the foundation. We are proud to call 
Griff’s IceHouse (30 Coldbrook NE, 
Grand Rapids) our home.

What a true pleasure it has been for our whole family to be a part of this great 
community of coaches, players and families! Thank you for including our family 
and for making a positive impact on all of our lives.
– Melissa B.

“
“



Griffins Youth Foundation – By The Numbers

$0 
Participation cost 
per player/family

1 
Number of practices 
and games per team 

per week (Nov.-March)

5 
 Members of the Grand 

Rapids Sled Wings who have 
gone on to play for either the 
U.S. National Developmental 
Sled Hockey Team or the U.S. 
Women’s Sled Hockey Team

34
 Pints donated annually 

to the Michigan 
Blood Center 

through our drive

350 
Players in our 

program, ranging 
from first graders to 
high school seniors

$500
Annual cost per 

player that we incur 
for equipment, ice 
time and staffing

1,900 
Hours of reading 
achieved by our 
“Read to Lead” 
participants in 

2015-16 

1995
Year the Griffins 

Youth Foundation was 
established (one year 

before the Grand Rapids 
Griffins started playing!)

$5,000
Value of each of two 

college scholarships we 
award annually to past 
program participants

$8,300 
Amount raised by our players 
and donated to four charities 
– Gilda’s Club, Helen DeVos 

Children’s Hospital, Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society, and 
Susan G. Komen – through 
our inaugural Cancer Cup 

tournament in 2016

35,000 
Annual visitors to 

downtown Grand Rapids’ 
Rosa Parks Circle ice rink, 

whose free loaner 
skates we provide

180 
Volunteers whose 
time and talents 

make our 
programs possible



OUR PROGRAMS
OLYMPIC DIVISION
Co-ed hockey instruction and games 
for children in grades 1-3

ADAMS DIVISION
Co-ed hockey instruction and games 
for children in grades 4-6

PATRICK AND NORRIS DIVISIONS 
Co-ed hockey instruction and games 
for students in grades 7-12

GIRLS HOCKEY
Hockey instruction and games for 
girls in grades 6-12, featuring an 
all-female coaching staff

Maddie is always very proud when she takes 
the puck away from a boy! The program has built 
her confidence even though it is a new sport for her.
– Jon S.

“
“



SLED HOCKEY
Co-ed hockey instruction and games for 
children and teens who have physical 
disabilities. Sled hockey rules are virtually 
identical to traditional hockey, except 
participants are on bladed sleds.

The Grand Rapids Sled Wings junior team is 
sponsored by the Griffins Youth Foundation in 
partnership with Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation 
Hospital. It became the first junior-level sled 
hockey team in Michigan upon its founding 
in 2001 and has gained a national reputation 
by winning prestigious tournaments and 
developing high-caliber players for various 
U.S. national teams. The Sled Wings captured 
their first Division A National Championship 
in 2015.

I can’t even begin to find the words to describe how 
amazing a program this is…watching my son go from 
being barely able to skate to flying on the ice loving 
this great game we call hockey!
– Matt G.

“
“



So Much More 
Than Hockey!

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

• Education/community room

• “Read to Lead” program

• Tutoring

• College visits and financial 
 planning for parents

• Career fair

• College scholarships

This program is incredible! It’s an honor 
to be a part of such a positive community 
of people encouraging safe, healthy fun 
for the next generation.
– Heidi J.

“

“



COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

• Charitable fundraising

• Blood drives

• Special Olympics ice time

• Donation of skates to 
 Rosa Parks Circle ice rink

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES

• Nutrition education

• Concussion awareness

• Strength and conditioning

I absolutely love this program! Coach Jen 
was awesome with my son his first two years. 
I cannot believe how much he has grown. 
Thank you all! 
– Amanda A.

“
“



OUR PARTNERS

Booster ClubBooster Club

Thank you for the environment you have created in the Griffins Youth Foundation. [I’m] thankful for the way you have 
cultivated a community of healthy competition and respect. Keep up the great work; you are impacting lives for the better.
– Therese L.

“ “



Griffins 
Youth 
Foundation 
Golf 
Classic

Great 
Skate 
Winterfest

Griffins/
Sled Wings 
Sled 
Hockey 
Game

Tip-A-
Griffin

OUR 
EVENTS



Join Our Team!
PLAY
Submit an application for your child. They 
are never too old to start playing hockey!

DONATE 
Make a tax-deductible donation, or 
donate usable hockey equipment 
or books for our kids.

VOLUNTEER
Assist us at the rink on weekday practice 
nights or Saturday game days, serve as 
an academic tutor, or help sell 50/50 raffle 
tickets during Griffins games 
at Van Andel Arena.

SPONSOR 
Many of the best companies and 
organizations in West Michigan support 
the Griffins Youth Foundation, our 
programs and events. 

Thanks so much for everything this program has done for my daughter as 
well as the many other kids who without this program may not have had 
the opportunity to play competitive hockey.
– Sue E.

“
“

The Griffins Youth Foundation thanks these and all 
of our sponsors for their generous support!



Sponsorship Opportunities Start As Low As $500!

•  Jerseys
•  Divisions
•  Teams
•  Cancer Cup tournament
•  Year-end tournament
•  Education program
•  Scholarships
•  Scoreboard
•  Wall of Fame
•  Griffins Youth Foundation Golf Classic
•  Great Skate Winterfest
•  Griffins/Sled Wings Sled Hockey Game
•  Tip-A-Griffin
•  Star Wars Night
•  Charitable Goals 

Call (616) 970-5437 or email 
director@griffinskids.org for more information.



Grand Rapids Griffins Youth Foundation
130 W. Fulton, Suite 111
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

griffinskids.org
(616) 970-5437

director@griffinskids.org

The Grand Rapids Griffins Youth Foundation is a 
501(c)3 non-profit corporation (EIN 38-3238277).


