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CLEVELAND
@ GR: May 5, May 15
@ CLE: May 11, May 14

n The Griffins have had the Monsters’ number this season, posting a 5-1 record over the first six meetings 
including a 3-0 mark at Van Andel Arena. In games against all other teams, Grand Rapids is 6-6-3-0 and 
Cleveland is 12-3.

n Grand Rapids ended Cleveland’s six-game winning streak with a 5-3 victory on April 20, the first of two 
consecutive games in which the Griffins rallied for the win after trailing the Monsters in the third period.

n In five games against Cleveland, Pat Nagle is 4-1 with a 2.21 GAA and a 0.912 save percentage.

n Riley Barber and Givani Smith have each lit the lamp four times in the season series.

n The Monsters own the AHL’s best power play both overall (30.3%) and on the road (36.8%), while the Griffins 
rank seventh overall (22.2%) and third on the road (31.1%).

ROCKFORD
@ GR: April 28, May 3
@ RFD: May 1

n Chase Pearson (2-3—5 in 5 GP), Max Humitz (2-2—4 in 3 GP) and Tyler Spezia (2-1—3 in 3 GP) are each 
averaging at least one point per game against the IceHogs this season.

n After going 3-7-2-3 in 15 visits to Rockford from 2017-20, Grand Rapids is 3-0 at the BMO Harris Bank Center 
so far this season. One of those wins was a 9-4 blowout on March 3, marking the Griffins’ largest offensive output 
in more than five years.

n The Griffins have outscored Rockford 17-10 in the season series while holding a whopping 200-96 advantage 
in shots. The IceHogs rank 28th (last) in the AHL in shots allowed per game (34.63) and 25th in goals allowed 
(3.75).

n Rockford netminder Matt Tomkins made a career-high 42 saves in the IceHogs’ 2-1 overtime win at Van Andel 
Arena on March 13, then trumped it three nights later by stopping 46 shots in another 2-1 overtime win at Grand 
Rapids. Dylan McLaughlin scored both game-winning goals.

n The IceHogs are nearly being doubled-up in the second period, having been outscored 40-22 in middle frame 
of all games this season.

SCOUTING
REPORT

CHICAGO 
@ GR: April 29, May 7, May 12  

 @ CHI: May 8

n April 29 will mark the fourth 
attempt by the Griffins and 
Wolves to play AHL Game #157. 

Postponed from its original March 19 date due to league 
COVID-19 protocols affecting Chicago, it was subsequently 
bumped from its April 13 rescheduled date due to protocols 
affecting Grand Rapids, before being postponed yet again 
on April 15 due to protocols affecting Chicago.

n Chicago’s 5-1 win at Van Andel Arena on April 26 
improved the Wolves’ record against the Griffins to 5-1 and 
marked the first win by a road team in the season series. It 
also snapped the Wolves’ three-game winless streak and 
gave Grand Rapids its first regulation loss on home ice this 
season (5-1-3-0).

n Although the Wolves’ primary affiliation is with the 
Carolina Hurricanes, their top four scorers through their 
first 24 games are all Nashville Predators prospects who 
in normal times would be playing for the rival Milwaukee 
Admirals: forwards Phil Tomasino (9-14—23), Tanner 
Jeannot (10-11—21) and Tommy Novak (5-14—19), and 
defenseman Frederic Allard (2-14—16).

n Tomasino stands third in scoring among AHL rookies 
with 23 points (9-14—23) in 21 games. Among the 
AHL’s top 20 rookie scorers, he is one of only four who is 
averaging at least one point per game.

n Chicago’s home power play is tied for the best in the 
AHL at 26.7%, while its overall mark of 25.3% slots the 
team into fourth place. The Wolves’ scoring average also 
paces the league (4.17).

(All records and statistics through games of April 26)

https://griffinshockey.com/schedule
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RILEY BARBER 
Forward 

6-0, 194 lbs. 
Born: 2/7/94 

Pittsburgh, Pa.

SETH BARTON
Defenseman
6-3, 185 lbs.

Born: 8/18/99
Kelowna, B.C. 

KEVIN BOYLE 
Goaltender 

6-1, 195 lbs. 
Born: 5/30/92 

Manalapan, N.J.

KYLE CRISCUOLO 
Forward 

5-9, 175 lbs. 
Born: 5/5/92 

Southampton, N.J.

PATRICK CURRY 
Forward 

5-11, 187 lbs. 
Born: 1/9/96 

Schaumburg, Ill.

CHARLE-EDOUARD D’ASTOUS 
Defenseman 
6-2, 200 lbs. 

Born: 4/21/98 
Rimouski, Que.

TORY DELLO 
Defenseman 
6-0, 200 lbs. 

Born: 2/14/97 
Lakewood, Ill.

TURNER ELSON 
Forward 

6-0, 190 lbs. 
Born: 9/13/92 

Edmonton, Alta.

KADEN FULCHER 
Goaltender 

6-3, 182 lbs. 
Born: 9/23/98 
Brigden, Ont.

ALBIN GREWE
Forward

6-0, 176 lbs.
Born: 3/22/01

Marsta, Sweden

JOE HICKETTS 
Defenseman 
5-8, 175 lbs. 
Born: 5/4/96 

Kamloops, B.C.

TARO HIROSE 
Forward 

5-10, 162 lbs. 
Born: 6/30/96 
Calgary, Alta.

PATRICK HOLWAY
Defenseman
6-5, 220 lbs.

Born: 10/1/96
Cohasset, Mass.

MAX HUMITZ 
Forward 

5-9, 175 lbs. 
Born: 7/8/95 
Livonia, Mich.

BRIAN LASHOFF 
Defenseman 
6-3, 215 lbs. 

Born: 7/16/90 
Albany, N.Y.

TROY LOGGINS 
Forward 

5-10, 170 lbs. 
Born: 7/21/95 

Huntington Beach, Calif.

JARID LUKOSEVICIUS 
Forward 

5-10, 191 lbs. 
Born: 2/5/95 

Squamish, B.C.

GREGOR MacLEOD 
Forward 

6-0, 182 lbs. 
Born: 6/7/98 

Dartmouth, N.S.

DYLAN McILRATH 
Defenseman 
6-4, 235 lbs. 

Born: 4/20/92 
Winnipeg, Man.

JARED McISAAC 
Defenseman 
6-1, 195 lbs. 

Born: 3/27/00 
Truro, N.S. 

PAT NAGLE 
Goaltender 

6-2, 200 lbs. 
Born: 9/21/87 

Rochester, Mich.

CHASE PEARSON 
Forward 

6-3, 205 lbs. 
Born: 8/23/97 
Alpharetta, Ga.

 DONOVAN SEBRANGO 
Defenseman 
6-1, 190 lbs. 

Born: 1/12/02 
Ottawa, Ont.

DOMINIK SHINE 
Forward 

5-11, 180 lbs. 
Born: 4/18/93 
Detroit, Mich.

GIVANI SMITH 
Forward 

6-2, 210 lbs. 
Born: 4/15/92 
Moncton, N.B. 

TYLER SPEZIA 
Forward 

5-10, 175 lbs. 
Born: 2/27/98 

Toronto, Ontario

DOMINIC TURGEON 
Forward 

6-2, 203 lbs. 
Born: 2/25/96 

Pointe-Claire, Que.

HAYDEN VERBEEK
Forward

5-10, 183 lbs.
Born: 10/17/97
Kingston, Ont.

RYAN MARTIN 
GENERAL MANAGER

 BEN SIMON 
HEAD COACH

MATT MACDONALD 
ASST. COACH

TODD KRYGIER 
ASST. COACH

MIKE KNUBLE 
ASST. COACH

BRIAN MAHONEY-WILSON
GOALTENDING  

DEVELOPMENT COACH

 JOSH CHAPMAN 
ATHLETIC TRAINER

ANTHONY POLAZZO
ASST. ATHLETIC 

TRAINER

BRAD THOMPSON
EQUIPMENT 

MANAGER

CHARLIE KASER
ASST. EQUIPMENT 

MGR.

MARCUS KINNEY
STRENGTH/COND.

COORDINATOR
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Bright Futures Begin Here
Michigan’s 529 plans can help you save 

for a child or loved one’s education.
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For every hockey-loving kid who grows up in the 
Detroit area, the idea of playing in the Red Wings 
organization is a dream-come-true.
 
Tyler Spezia can hardly believe that something that once 
seemed so impossible is now a reality. That he is now 
playing for the organization – always his father’s favorite 
– is almost too good to be true. He is absolutely thrilled 
to be playing for the Griffins, just one step away from the 
team that he grew up following.
 
Of course, reality is not all rainbows and unicorns. Everything 
that seems so perfect is not always so simple.
 
The middle kid of five children born to Brian and Kelly Spezia, 
Tyler loved sports for as long as he can remember. His mother 
played softball at Oakland University and his father had played 
baseball and softball, too, so athletic pursuits were only natural, 
even if he was never the biggest kid on any field of play.
 
“I loved to play football,” he said. “I was a slippery kid who was tough 
to tackle, but I looked in the mirror and I knew that (football) wasn’t 
feasible from a physical standpoint. My size and build weren’t there  
to keep me playing.”
 
His real passion was hockey. He did not, however, play in those  
venues normally favored by kids who dreamed of becoming the  
next Pavel Datsyuk, Steve Yzerman, or Henrik Zetterberg.

Story by 
Mark Newman

FOR TYLER SPEZIA, 
BECOMING A PART 
OF THE RED WINGS 
ORGANIZATION IS  
MORE THAN HE COULD 
HAVE EVER IMAGINED.
 

Spezia was a big 
Red Wings fan while 

growing up on the east 
side of the state.
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 “I didn’t learn the sport on ice,” he 
said. “I learned hockey on tile.” 
 
Spezia got started playing roller 
hockey at Joe Dumars Fieldhouse on 
the site of the former Michigan State 
Fairgrounds near Woodward Avenue 
in suburban Detroit. His older brother 
Chad played, and Tyler wanted to be 
just like him. So at age four, he set his 
sights on following in his footsteps.
 
Roller hockey became his sport.
 
“It’s made me the player I am today, 
through and through,” said Spezia, 
who admits that he didn’t follow 
the traditional path to becoming 
a professional hockey player. 
“Everything I have been able to 
accomplish has been from a roller 
hockey foundation and that is 
something that I’m proud of.”
 
Spezia did not start playing ice hockey 
until he was 11 years old. He had tried 
out for a team when he was much 
younger, but things did not go well.
 
“The first time I ever stepped on the 
ice, I was a young kid, maybe 6 or 7, 
and I was so scared that I got off the 
ice, my mom took me home, and 
I never tried ice hockey again for a 
long, long time,” he recalled. “I didn’t 
think I liked it.”
 
He might never have given ice hockey 
another thought, but one day his 
roller hockey skills caught the eye 
of one Glenn Murray, whose wife 
was none other than Lisa Ilitch, the 
daughter of Red Wings owner and 
Little Caesars Pizza founder Mike Ilitch.
 
“Glenn Murray saw me playing inline 
hockey, found out who I was, then 
met up with my parents,” Spezia said. 
“He told them, ‘We’ve got to get your 
kid on the ice.’”
 
Murray took Spezia to a hockey camp 
in Canada, along with his own son, 
Tyler, as well as some other kids their 
age who were playing in the Little 
Caesars AAA program.
 
“I was able to learn how to play ice 
hockey,” Spezia said. “Of course, I was 
learning all the things you learn as a 
kid way late, but because Mr. Murray 
was so eager to get me on the ice, I 
was able to figure it out.”
 
Spezia became determined to make 
up for lost time. He was still young 
enough that he could retool his play 
and adapt his game to the frozen 
surface.
 
“My roots in ice hockey really start 
with the Red Wings and the Little 
Caesars AAA program,” Spezia said. 
“When I say that playing for this 
organization is special to me, I mean 
it because it all started with them, so 
it’s awesome that everything’s come 
full circle.”

 

Spezia continued playing roller 
hockey while learning the game 
on ice.
 
“I know ice hockey is now a 365-day 
sport for most kids,” he said. “For me, 
it was ice hockey season and then it 
was roller hockey season before ice 
hockey started again. It almost felt 
like I was playing two sports.”
 
A late-bloomer in the true sense, he 
was pursuing his dream, seemingly 
without a care in the world outside 
of playing hockey.
 
And then, all of a sudden, his whole 
world changed.
 
Spezia was 16 years old when his 
dad came home, not feeling very 
well after a day at his job for Pepsi 
Bottling in Detroit.
 
“He went to the doctor and he was 
told that he had pneumonia,” Spezia 
said. “When he wasn’t getting any 
better, he saw another doctor, who 
told my dad that he had bronchitis. 
The next doctor: ‘You have stage 
4 liver and lung cancer. . . and 
you don’t have much time.’ It all 
happened so fast.”
 
His father checked into the hospital 
on Dec. 21, 2009. Not much more 
than three weeks later, Brian Spezia 
passed away on Jan. 18, 2010. He 
was only 51.
 
“At the time, I don’t think it hit me 
because it seemed like the fastest 
thing ever,” Spezia said. “As a 16-year-
old kid, just getting my license, 
beginning to grow up and mature a 
little bit, it was tough, real tough.
 
“I had to grow up quicker than any 
kid really should.”
 
Not surprisingly, Spezia felt 
devastated. He had lost his father, 
and now he felt lost himself.
 
“Being one of five certainly helped, 
but I was losing my dad and hockey 
was our bond,” he said. “For the most 
part, he was the guy taking off from 
work, taking me to practice, taking 
me on road trips, being there at 
every game.

 

“I didn’t really know how to keep 
playing. It wasn’t that I hated hockey. 
It was just that a big part 
of me was missing. I 
didn’t really want to keep 
playing, to be honest.”

Fortunately, Spezia had “a really 
good group of friends” that included 
Tyler Velger and Zach Badalamenti.
 
“My friends pushed me. 
‘Come play high school 
hockey.’ they said. L’Anse 
Creuse High School (in Harrison 
Township, not far from his Clinton 
Township birthplace) did not play 
top-tier hockey, but it was fun. It 
was certainly not where you wanted 
to play if you wanted to get to the 
next level, but at that moment in my 
life, it was not what I was thinking 
about.”
 
Spezia admits that he wasn’t himself 
for a long time. “There were a lot 
of times that I spent in my room, 
not talking to anyone. I didn’t really 
want to go to school very much. 
I played a lot of video games and 
dealt with it that way.”
 
Finally, Spezia came to a moment of 
self-realization.
 
“I thought, if my dad was here, he 
would be so upset with me in how 
I’m dealing with this. I kinda used 
it as the fuel to turn myself around, 
and my best friends in high school 
were huge, too. They gave me my 
space, but they pushed me a little 
bit, and I owe them a lot. They 
pulled me out of a dark spot and 
helped me to be a kid again.”
 
“Going from AAA hockey to 
playing high school, it was just fun, 
but at the same time, I used the 

opportunity to get re-motivated. 
Though it was a tough time, I found 
that I wanted to keep playing.”
 
Spezia admits that there are still 
moments when he is reminded of 
how much he misses his dad.

“My dad was the biggest Red Wings 
fan ever,” he said. “I’m constantly 
reminded of that when I see guys 
like Dan Cleary, Nik Kronwall, or 
Steve Yzerman walking around the 
locker room. I think ‘I’m in this room, 
too.’ It’s crazy.”
 
Spezia remembers watching the 
aforementioned members of the 
Red Wings’ front office when he 
was a kid. “I used to stay up late 
when the Red Wings played in the 
Western Conference and I watched 
all those 10:30 p.m. games with my 
dad. So now, being a member of 
this organization, there’s a constant 
reminder of those times and, in 
a small way, it’s helped me make 
peace with his passing.”
 
He is also thankful for his family.
 
“My oldest brother, who is five years 
older than me, had to be a rock 
for us and he did a really good job 
to keep us on the right track and 
made sure we didn’t go to a place 
we didn’t want to go. The truth is 
all my siblings stepped up, and that 
comes from a cohesive unit, sticking 
together through everything. I think 
we all came out of it on top.”

Spezia helped the 
Toledo Walleye reach 
the ECHL’s Kelly Cup 
finals in 2019.
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Spezia finds it hard to fathom how 
his mother managed to process 
everything.
 
“Thinking about it now, it’s like, ‘How 
did she do this?’ But she has a huge 
heart and she did everything through 
us. She wanted the best for every 
one of her five kids. She still comes 
to every game that she can. If we 
play in Cleveland, she’ll come. So I 
owe everything to her, just sticking 
through it all.
 
“You realize how hard it must have 
been to suddenly be a single parent 
raising five kids. I can’t even imagine 
where her mind was at the time, but 
she was strong for us and she never 
looked like there was any doubt. And 
if she was strong, we could be strong 
in return. She did a really good job of 
keeping us going.”
 
Spezia is also grateful for the people 
in the Little Caesars organization who 
reached out to the family during that 
critical time.
 
“My life had taken a different route 
through hockey, but there were tons 
of people from the Little Caesars 
organization, the Ilitch family 
included, who were constantly 
reaching out, even just to stay in 
touch and make sure everything was 
good. They helped motivate me in 
different ways.
 
“It was never a case where you’re not 
on the team anymore and you’ve lost 
any connection you had with these 
people. It was the exact opposite. 
That connection was alive and well 
and I still talk to a lot of the same 
people today.
 

“I don’t know 
if I’ve ever told 
Glenn (Murray) what 
it all has meant to me. 
At the time, I don’t know if I 
fully appreciated it, but the whole 
Ilitch family is a Grade A family with 
huge hearts. I couldn’t be happier 
that I crossed paths with them.”

When high school came to an 
end, Spezia wondered what 
came next.
 
“My coach said there were a 
couple of spots in Montana, 
of all places, where I might play 
Junior B or Junior C hockey, but 
it wasn’t appealing to me,” he 
recalled. “I decided to stay at home 
and play a year of U-18 hockey with 
Little Caesars and I had a blast.”
 
His team included a number 
of younger players who were 

committed to play college hockey. 
“Playing in Detroit, we faced a lot of 
good players and we happened to 
make it all the way to the national 
championship.”
 
Spezia eventually signed a tender 
with Port Huron of the North 
American Hockey League. “My 
mindset was that I wanted to play in 
the USHL if possible,” he said. “I was 
older, but I felt younger because I had 
climbed the ranks with all these kids 
who were two or three years younger 
than I was.”
 
From the Fighting Falcons, he found 
his way to the Dubuque Fighting 
Saints of the USHL. “They seemed 
like a good fit,” he said. “When I went 
there, I had no clue, but I showed up 
and I felt like I played really well.”
 
The team’s head coach was Jim 
Montgomery, who eventually became 
the head coach at the University of 
Denver for five seasons before being 
named the head coach of the NHL’s 
Dallas Stars in 2018.
 
“It was an eye-opening experience, 
but it wasn’t all sunshine and 
rainbows,” he said. “I got hurt early and 
missed a lot of games. But I needed 
that time because I had come from 
youth hockey. I thought I knew how 
to play hockey, but from a structure 
standpoint, I had no idea.
 
“It was a huge wake-up call for me, 
but I was learning the game – learning 
how it should be played, learning how 
it was going to be played at the next 
level, learning how to play as a team. I 
learned a lot.”
 
Spezia discovered there was more 
to learn than he realized. “Over the 
years, I’ve learned how to be a good 

teammate,” he said. “People 
remember the guys who were good 
teammates and I take pride in that. I 
love being around the guys and I love 
being in the room, and I’ve tried to be 
a good teammate ever since.”
 
But Spezia knew his clock was ticking. 
As an older player, he needed to play 
more. He ended up getting in his 
car and going home to play again 
in Port Huron, where his friend Zach 
Badalamenti was now on the team.
 
“We ended up carpooling and 
I played there and got every 
opportunity,” he said. “I built my 
confidence and I feel fortunate that 
I was put in a great situation with a 
good team and things just started 
clicking.”
 
In his short stint with Port Huron’s 
2012-13 team, Spezia tallied nine 
goals and 11 assists for 20 points in 
only 14 games. “My goal was to get a 
college scholarship,” he said. “I wanted 
my mom to know that she wouldn’t 
have to pay anymore. I wanted some 
way to give back. That was my goal.”
 
As luck would have it, one of his 
new teammates in Port Huron was 
Brett D’Andrea, who had drawn the 
attention of the Bowling Green State 
University coaching staff. “They were 
at one of our games, watching him 
play. It was my first game – I didn’t 
even have my last name on my jersey 
– and I played a really good game.”
 
Spezia played a full season in the 
USHL with the Youngstown Phantoms 
before going to Bowling Green on 
scholarship. “Our team wasn’t very 
good, but I wanted to prove that I 

could play in that league and I 
thought I did OK.”

 
At Bowling 
Green, Spezia 
played for  
head coach 
Chris Bergeron, 
who had been 
a member of 

Enrico Blasi’s 
staff at Miami 
University  
(Ohio) for 
several  
seasons as 

an assistant coach alongside current 
Red Wings head coach Jeff Blashill.
 
Spezia played four years (2014-18) 
at Bowling Green. “The only games 
I missed during college were due 
to illness or injury. I was never 
scratched. I felt like I earned it. I 
worked hard and I loved every 
single second of playing there.”
 
He took nothing for granted. “As a 
freshman, I had to earn my spot. 
Nothing was guaranteed,” he said. 
“College is a four-year deal and you 
just try to progress every year. By the 
time you’re an upperclassman, you’re 
the core of the team.”
 
College provided a new challenge. “I 
had taken school off for three years, 
so I had to learn time management,” 
he said. “I also learned people 
skills because I had a lot of hard 
conversations with my professors 
about having to miss exams as a result 
of hockey. I had to become more 
mature with my decisions. College 
was really the place where I grew up.”
 
At Bowling Green, Spezia felt 
completely at home. A finance 
major during his time in college, he 
remains exceedingly proud of the 
school, which has produced George 
McPhee (president of hockey 
operations for the Vegas Golden 
Knights), Brian MacLellan (general 
manager of the Washington 
Capitals), and Rob Blake (general 
manager of the Los Angeles Kings), 
all former NHL players, as well as 
Grand Haven native and current Red 
Wings assistant coach Dan Bylsma.
 
“I’m really proud of my time 
at Bowling Green,” he said. 
“Unfortunately, we never got to 
play in the NCAA tournament, even 
though we came close, but my senior 
year we won the first Great Lakes 
Invitational at Little Caesars Arena, 
which was cool.”
 
Upon graduation, Spezia didn’t know 
what kind of player he would be 
going into pro hockey, but he knew 
he wanted to play somewhere. “It was 
something I struggled with,” he said. 
“I felt there was a place for me, but I 
needed to find my role. I had to figure 
out where I fit into the puzzle.”
 
The answer was not far away. He 
headed up Interstate 75 to Toledo, 

where he signed to play with the 
Walleye in the ECHL.

 
As a student at Bowling 
Green, Spezia had attended 

his share of Walleye games, 
getting the chance to see his 

longtime friend Shane Berschbach, 
the team’s all-time leader in games 
played and points. As an undrafted 
free agent, Spezia said the decision of 
where to play seemed, as he puts it, 
“super easy.”

Spezia played  
four years of 
collegiate hockey 
at Bowling Green 
State University.
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 “Whenever I went to Toledo, I was 
blown away by the atmosphere,” he 
said. “You go into the building and 
you feel like you’re in a small NHL 
game. The crowd has all these chants, 
they’re on their feet, and the quality 
of hockey is better than good. There 
are some really good hockey players 
in the East Coast league. It’s a league 
that doesn’t get nearly the credit that 
it deserves.”
 
Spezia got scratched the second 
game of the 2018-19 season. “I was 
like, ‘Wow, I did not expect this,’ but 
I focused on building trust with the 
coaches and I never looked back. 
I’m so grateful that my first year was 
spent in Toledo.
 
“It’s a season I’ll remember forever 
because I learned so much. I got to 
play in all situations and I was able 
to figure out what type of pro I was 
going to be. Plus, I got to be on a 
team that was winning a lot of games, 
and I think being on a winning team 
makes a huge difference in your 
development.”
 
Spezia also saw his first AHL action 
with the Griffins during the 2018-19 
season.
 
“If you had asked me before the 
season if I thought I was going to 
play in the American league, I would 
have said, ‘There’s no way.’ But I kept 
playing and playing and got more 
comfortable and things worked out.”
 
Spezia appeared in eight AHL games 
but was actually in 
Grand Rapids a 
bit longer.
 

“All I knew was I wanted to play here 
and I knew I could play in the AHL,” 
he said. “I was so thankful when the 
Griffins signed me for the following 
season. Here I was, just trying to fulfill 
my dream of playing pro hockey, and 
everything just worked out.”
 
Spezia said he will never forget his 
first call-up to the Griffins. The Walleye 
had just won a shootout in Fort 
Wayne when head coach Dan Watson 
pulled him aside and told him that he 
was going to join the Grand Rapids 
team for a game in Rockford.
 
“Toledo to Fort Wayne is a little more 
than an hour-and-a-half trip, so I didn’t 
have any luggage. All I had was my 
Toledo Walleye tracksuit and a phone 
charger, that was literally it. One of my 
teammates had a spare toothbrush, 
so he gave me that.”
 
Spezia might have been more 
nervous about his AHL debut, but 
it helped that he already knew the 
Griffins’ Dominik Shine. “My mom 
and his mom are legit best friends,” 
he said. “Also, I had met Chris Terry 
playing roller hockey years earlier, 
and as a veteran and respected 
guy on the team, he 
helped me a lot 
by bringing me 
in under his 
wing.”

Even so, Spezia had butterflies before 
his first game in a Griffins jersey. 
“My mom and my brother and my 
girlfriend all drove from Detroit 
to Rockford, and my billets from 
Dubuque came to the game, too,” he 
said. “I think it really hit me during 
the national anthem. I usually listen 
to the song to get myself ready to 
go and I thought to myself, ‘Dude, 
it’s coming together. Nobody can 
take this from you!”
 
Six days later, Spezia recorded his first 
AHL goal and first assist, the latter 
coming on a game-winning goal by 
Wade Megan against Manitoba. “Not 
only did I feel like I was playing hard, 
but I was also contributing,” he said. 
“I felt that no matter what happened, 
when the time came to return to 
Toledo, I would be back.”
 
When Detroit Red Wings assistant 
general manager Ryan Martin 
offered him a new contract during 
the offseason, he felt a huge sigh of 
relief. “It was an awesome feeling,” 
he said. “It’s not often that you get 
to play for the organization that you 
grew up watching.”
 
Spezia split last season between 

Toledo and the Griffins. 
After tallying 20 points 

(10 goals, 10 assists) in 
21 games with the 
Walleye, he finished 
the season in Grand 
Rapids, where he 
played 22 games, 
registering six 
goals and three 
assists.

“It’s a fast game, so if I can play simple 
and solid while I move my feet, I can 
be responsible,” he said. “I’ve been 
able to play a lot of minutes with 
Dominik Shine, a guy who I can be 
around and be myself. It’s almost like 
we’re brothers.”
 
For Spezia, the thrill of going to the 
Red Wings’ training camp in Traverse 
is something that he will always 
remember.
 
“I’m not on an NHL contract or even a 
Red Wings prospect necessarily, but 
I was at a Red Wings camp,” he said. 
“I thought about all the Red Wings 
before me, and it was really cool to 
think I was following in the footsteps 
of all those guys I watched as a kid.”
 
Spezia thinks back to his youth and 
the days when he sold tickets to the 
organization’s Red and White game 
for a team fundraiser. “Here I am and 
I’m now a part of all this,” he said. “I’m 
still learning and still trying to get 
better, but it’s just crazy how stuff has 
fallen into place.”
 
Of course, this season has presented 
its own challenges, with canceled 
practices and the postponement of 
games due to COVID-19, but Spezia 
is taking everything in stride. “We’re 
all living day-by-day,” he said. “With 
all the uncertainty, you don’t want to 
look too far ahead.
 
“It’s definitely been a unique season, 
but we’re all super happy that we’re 
playing hockey. Games are fun and 
we’re all just excited to keep playing.”
 

Spezia made 
his debut in a 
Griffins jersey 
on Dec. 16, 
2018.
 



11

https://griffinshockey.com/FANCUTOUTS
http://ahltv.com/


12

THIRTY-ONE CURRENT AND FORMER GRIFFINS 
HAVE SEEN ACTION WITH A DOZEN NHL 
TEAMS THIS SEASON. (AS OF APRIL 22, 2021)

CLICK ON EACH  
PLAYER’S PHOTO 

TO SEE HIS 
CURRENT STATS 

AND BIO AT  
NHL.COM.

DYLAN LARKIN 
DETROIT 
2014-15

GUSTAV LINDSTROM
DETROIT
2019-21

LUKE GLENDENING 
DETROIT 
2012-14

DARREN HELM 
DETROIT 

2007-09;13-14

TARO HIROSE 
DETROIT 
2019-21

CALLE JARNKROK 
NASHVILLE 
2012-14

NICK JENSEN 
WASHINGTON 

2013-17

TOMAS JURCO
VEGAS

2012-14;15-17

FILIP HRONEK 
DETROIT 
2016-19

MATTIAS JANMARK 
VEGAS 

2013-14

BRENDAN SMITH 
NY RANGERS 

2010-13

EVGENY SVECHNIKOV 
DETROIT 

2015-18;19-21

GIVANI SMITH 
DETROIT 

2016-17;18-21

FILIP ZADINA 
DETROIT 
2018-20

JASON SPEZZA 
TORONTO 
2001-02

TOMAS TATAR 
MONTREAL 
2009-13

ANDREAS ATHANASIOU 
LOS ANGELES 

2013-16

TYLER BERTUZZI 
DETROIT 
2014-18

DANNY DeKEYSER 
DETROIT 
2012-13

DENNIS CHOLOWSKI
DETROIT
2016-21

MADISON BOWEY 
CHICAGO 
2019-20

VALTTERI FILPPULA 
DETROIT 
2005-07

MARTIN FRK 
LOS ANGELES 

2013-17;18-19

CALVIN PICKARD 
DETROIT 
2019-21

XAVIER OUELLET
MONTREAL
2013-16

MICHAEL RASMUSSEN 
DETROIT 
2018-21

PETR MRAZEK 
CAROLINA 
2012-15

TOMAS NOSEK 
VEGAS 

2014-17

DAN RENOUF 
COLORADO 
2015-18

RILEY SHEAHAN 
BUFFALO 
2011-14

ANTHONY MANTHA 
WASHINGTON 

2014-17

https://griffinshockey.com/seasontickets
https://www.nhl.com/player/dylan-larkin-8477946
https://www.nhl.com/player/gustav-lindstrom-8480184
https://www.nhl.com/player/luke-glendening-8476822
https://www.nhl.com/player/luke-glendening-8476822
https://www.nhl.com/player/darren-helm-8471794
https://www.nhl.com/player/taro-hirose-8481433
https://www.nhl.com/player/calle-jarnkrok-8475714
https://www.nhl.com/player/nick-jensen-8475324
https://www.nhl.com/player/tomas-jurco-8476430
https://www.nhl.com/player/filip-hronek-8479425
https://www.nhl.com/player/mattias-janmark-8477406
https://www.nhl.com/player/brendan-smith-8474090#&navid=nhl-keymatch
https://www.nhl.com/player/evgeny-svechnikov-8478431
https://www.nhl.com/player/givani-smith-8479379
https://www.nhl.com/player/filip-zadina-8480821
http://www.nhl.com/ice/player.htm?id=8469455
https://www.nhl.com/player/tomas-tatar-8475193
http://www.nhl.com/ice/player.htm?id=8476960
https://www.nhl.com/player/tyler-bertuzzi-8477479
https://www.nhl.com/player/danny-dekeyser-8477215
https://www.nhl.com/player/dennis-cholowski-8479395
https://www.nhl.com/player/madison-bowey-8477474
https://www.nhl.com/player/valtteri-filppula-8470047
https://www.nhl.com/player/martin-frk-8476924
https://www.nhl.com/player/calvin-pickard-8475717
https://www.nhl.com/player/xavier-ouellet-8476443
https://www.nhl.com/player/michael-rasmussen-8479992
https://www.nhl.com/player/petr-mrazek-8475852
https://www.nhl.com/player/tomas-nosek-8477931
https://www.nhl.com/player/dan-renouf-8479252
https://www.nhl.com/player/riley-sheahan-8475772#&navid=nhl-keymatch
https://www.nhl.com/player/anthony-mantha-8477511
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Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network are nonprofit corporations and independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

For over 81 years, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan has provided communities across Michigan 
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CALM BEFORE THE STORM

GUSTAV LINDSTROM SHOWS A SENSE OF COMPOSURE ON THE 
BLUE LINE THAT HAS EARNED THE TRUST OF HIS COACHES.

Lindstrom was 
selected 38th 
overall in the 

2017 NHL Entry 
Draft.

 

 
Story by  

Mark Newman
 
 

You don’t need to watch more than 
five minutes of golf and hockey to 
realize that the two are practically 
polar opposites.
 
Golf appears very peaceful, almost 
quiet. Players walk through their paces 
over pastoral hills, carefully placing 
their shots amidst an atmosphere of 
hushed tones that seem to slow, if not 
stop, time.
 
Hockey, conversely, can appear 
turbulent, certainly noisy. Players fly 
full-throttle on a super slick surface 
that produces a collision of cunning 
and clout as their skill and physicality 
produce action that seems both 
exciting and exhausting.

 The sports seem diametrically 
different and yet for Gustav Lindstrom, 

the links have been fortuitous. He 
has enjoyed success as a 22-year-old 
defenseman in small part due to 
a demeanor that allows him to be 
decidedly calm in the face of chaos 
– an ice-like disposition forged on 
fairways when he was young.
 
“The game of hockey is super 
chaotic, and you need guys that can 
make good decisions, and he makes 
good decisions,” said Red Wings head 
coach Jeff Blashill. “He knows how to 
defend the right way, little technique 
things, whether it’s one hand or two 
hands on his stick, his body position. 
And he’s pretty unflappable, that’s 
what I like about him.

 “He seems to have a way about  
him that he’s real comfortable in his 
own skin.”

 The fact is there was a time when 
Lindstrom might have had his sights 
set on becoming a professional 
golfer. In his early teens, he even 
contemplated quitting hockey 
altogether. Ultimately, family pressures 
helped steer his decision.
 
Lindstrom was born and raised in 
Ostervala, Sweden, less than an  
hour north of Uppsala, the fourth 
largest city in the Scandinavian 
country. He is the epitome of a 
natural-born athlete.
 
His mother, Johanna Ragnarrson, 
played soccer in the second-best 
league in Sweden and his father, 
Anders Lindstrom, was a hockey 
referee for the better part of two 
decades after having played the sport 
in his younger years.

 His uncle is Marcus Ragnarrson, a 
former NHL defenseman, who played 
seven full seasons with the San Jose 
Sharks and two seasons with the 
Philadelphia Flyers (1995-2004) in 
addition to 12 seasons in Sweden.
 
“He’s a big reason why I play hockey,” 
Lindstrom said. “Everyone in my family 
loves hockey, so that’s probably why I 
started to play.”
 
The Lindstrom and Ragnarrson 
families are close enough that trips 
to California and Pennsylvania were 
made when he was small.
 
“I don’t remember much from those 
trips because I was too young, but I 
was a little bit older when he came 
back to Sweden to play and we went 
to a lot of games when he played 
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for Almtuna and Djurgardens,” 
Lindstrom said.
 
Those trips were not uneventful. 
During one stay in San Jose, 
Lindstrom fell and hit his mouth 
while running around with his 
cousin Jakob Ragnarrson, who 
would grow up to become a 2018 
third-round draft pick of the New 
York Rangers.
 
Although it happened in Ragnarrson’s 
home, Lindstrom’s injury led him 
to be sewn up by the Sharks’ team 
doctor at the rink. “My mom said I was 
crying, but I got a puck and a hockey 
stick, so it was good,” he said.
 
Lindstrom also played soccer until he 
was 14. He remains a fan to this day as 
a tattoo on his forearm attests. “Alltid 
oavsett,” which means “always no 
matter what,” is the slogan associated 
with fans of the Djurgardens football 
(soccer) team.
 
By high school, Lindstrom was at a 
career crossroads. Hockey was losing 
its allure while golf seemed the easier 
choice.
 
“I played a lot of golf and I was 
pretty good back then, a lot better 
than I am now,” he recalled. “I was 
practicing with a swing coach and I 
didn’t think hockey was that much 
fun anymore. So I wasn’t sure if I 
wanted to play golf or hockey.”
 It was a conversation with his 

grandparents – his uncle’s parents – 
that convinced him to keep going.
 
“(When he was young), they told my 
uncle, ‘If you never try, you will never 
know.’ If you try and it’s not fun, you 
can always go back to whatever you 
want to do,” Lindstrom recalled. “They 
said the same thing to me and now 
I’m here.”
 
Still, Lindstrom proceeded with 
caution. He had the option of going 
to hockey high school but chose to 
attend a normal school instead.
 
“I didn’t want hockey to become ‘too 
much.’ It would have meant practices 
twice a day, once in the morning and 
again after school,” Lindstrom said. “I 
knew a coach with another team and 
I talked to him about whether I could 
play for his team without going into 
hockey gym, as it’s called in Sweden.”
 
He enjoyed playing hockey after 
school, but morning practices – at 
least at that age – would have been 
“too much.” In retrospect, he thinks 
he made the right decision. “It was 
perfect for me,” he said. “I still got a lot 
of practice without it being too much.”
 
Indeed, Lindstrom knew his game 
needed work. But he blanched at 
the notion of becoming burned 
out before any chance at a career in 
professional hockey saw the light of 
day. So he continued with “regular” 
high school until he was ready to 

make the full-time commitment to 
hockey.
 
“After about a year and a half, I 
started skating with other guys in the 
morning, too,” he said. “Hockey was 
fun again.”
 
He played two seasons with Almtuna 
in Sweden’s second league, where 
his uncle was an assistant coach after 
injury forced him to retire from his 
playing career several years earlier.
 
“It was great because he knows a lot 
about hockey, of course,” Lindstrom 
said. “Of course, it was a little weird, 
too, to have your uncle as your coach. 
But I learned a lot from him during 
the time.”
 
Those were important years in 
Lindstrom’s development. His 
confidence began to grow as he 
began to feel more comfortable as a 
mobile defenseman who was capable 
of carrying the puck out of his own 
end.
 
Media outlets in Sweden took notice. 
In one interview, Lindstrom confessed 
that there was a time when he treated 
the puck like a hand grenade – the 
quicker he was able to make the 
decision to unload it, the better.
 
“When I was younger, I would always 
pass the puck as fast as I could,” he 
said. “I didn’t want to skate with the 
puck, so if I got the puck on my stick, I 

just wanted to get rid of it right away. 
Not just throw it away, but make the 
pass as quick as I could.”
 
Lindstrom learned the value of a good 
first pass, not only to defend his own 
zone but also to generate offense by 
helping to push the puck and create 
offensive chances.
 
“When you get older, you know how 
the game goes so when you get into 
similar situations, you know what to 
do,” he said. “The older you get, the 
more confident you become with the 
puck.”
 
His second year in Almtuna allowed 
him to play with his cousin Jakob, 
who was one year younger but 
equally talented.
 
“Our families are close, so we spent a 
lot of time together growing up,” said 
Lindstrom, who still plays a lot of golf 
with Ragnarsson during the summer. 
“It’s always fun when you get the 
chance to play with your cousin.”
 
Lindstrom was regarded as a top 
prospect before the 2017 NHL Entry 
Draft. He was thrilled when the Red 
Wings took him in the second round 
with the 38th overall pick. “There are a 
lot of Detroit fans in Sweden,” he said. 
“It was a special day, for sure.”
 
He watched the draft on the web 
with friends. “I remember I was with 
a couple of friends at a friend’s house 

Lindstrom appeared 
in 45 games with the 
Griffins last season.
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https://www.fastsigns.com/467-grand-rapids-mi
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in Sweden and we were watching 
the stream on a Swedish site,” he 
said. “When you watch a stream, 
it’s a little slower than reality, so the 
announcements were delayed.”
 
His friends were surprised when 
New Jersey took Jesper Boqvist with 
the 36th pick and then Buffalo took 
Marcus Davidsson 37th overall, both 
fellow Swedes. Lindstrom fretted that 
it was beginning to look like he might 
be overlooked.
 
“(Expletive), two Swedes in a row!” 
Lindstrom said before Detroit 
announced its pick. “One of my 
friends said, ‘And now it’s going to 
be three.’ And like five seconds later, 
(then Wings general manager) Ken 
Holland called me on my phone 
when it came up on the TV. It was  
a pretty cool moment.”
 
Lindstrom had met with about two 
dozen teams during the combine 
that precedes the draft in addition 
to meeting with Hakan Andersson, 
director of European scouting for  
the Red Wings.
 
Andersson is the Swedish amateur 
hockey scout who has been 
responsible for Detroit’s drafting 
of a long list of European players, 

including Pavel Datsyuk and 
Henrik Zetterberg – not to mention 
Jonathan Ericsson, Valterri Filppula, 
Jiri Hudler, Niklas Kronwall, Gustav 
Nyquist, and Tomas Tatar, all of 
whom played in Grand Rapids 
before becoming regulars in  
the NHL.
 
“Obviously, he’s a hockey icon in 
Sweden,” Lindstrom said. “He’s drafted 
a lot of players who have been really 
good in Detroit, so I think everyone 
who meets with him recognizes his 
face and already knows who he is.  
But I didn’t know which team was 
going to pick me. I was a little 
surprised when it was so early  
and that it was Detroit, too.”
 
The following winter, Lindstrom 
was chosen to represent Sweden 
at the 2018 IIHF U20 World Junior 
Championships in Buffalo, the same 
city that had hosted the NHL draft  
the prior summer.
 
“Since the day that I decided I wanted 
to play hockey, my biggest goal was 
to play in the world championships,” 
he said. “It was pretty cool to get 
the chance to play because the 
tournament, which happens between 
Christmas and New Year’s, is a big 
deal in Sweden.

 “When I was a kid and the World 
Juniors were played in North America, 
you set your alarm for 2 in the 
morning to watch the games.”
 
The World Juniors was his second 
exposure to the smaller ice surface, 
having participated in a showcase at 
USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth the 
summer before the big tournament.
 
“With the smaller ice, you have less 
time so you have to make quicker 
decisions with the puck,” he said. “I 
actually like playing on the smaller 
ice, but it’s hard when you only have 
one and half weeks to get used to it.”
 
During the 2017-18 season, 
Lindstrom played for the Frolunda 
Indians, a hockey club that is based in 
Gothenburg and plays in the highest 
Swedish league.
 
Frolunda is famous for having 
produced more than its share of 
players for the NHL. The list is certainly 
impressive. Daniel Alfredsson, Henrik 
Lundqvist, Erik Karlsson, and Rasmus 
Dahlin are just a few of the many NHL 
stars who have played there.
 
Recent Red Wings draft picks Lucas 
Raymond, Theodor Niederbach, 
Elmer Soderblom and Gustav 

Berglund have all played for Frolunda. 
Raymond, the fourth overall pick in 
the 2020 NHL Entry Draft, actually 
played 10 games with the team when 
he was only age 16.
 
Frolunda won the championship 
during Lindstrom’s year with the 
team, which was captained by Joel 
Lundqvist, who played 134 games 
with the Dallas Stars from 2006-09, 
and has been with Frolunda for 17 
seasons. He is the identical twin 
brother of longtime NHL goaltender 
Henrik Lundqvist.
 
“You can learn a lot from him, just 
by watching his leadership, learning 
how to win,” Lindstrom said. “I think 
I learned more from him outside of 
the rink than on the ice because he’s a 
centerman and I’m a defenseman, but 
it was cool to have him there because 
he’s been there forever.”
 
After adding a Swedish title to his 
résumé, Lindstrom figured it was time 
to make the jump to North America. 
“It was a pretty easy decision for me,” 
he said. “I wanted to come and Detroit 
wanted me to play here, too.”
 
Lindstrom appeared in 45 games with 
the Griffins last season, his first full 
year in the U.S.

On April 7 
Lindstrom was 

recalled by the Red 
Wings, where he 

will remain the rest 
of this season.
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 “For me, the language was the 
hardest part,” he said. “My English 
was not good in school, plus it’s 
a little different because we learn 
Great Britain English in Sweden. 
I think it’s easier to learn if you’re 
around it all the time and hear 
Americans talking.
 
“It was also my first time not being 
on a Swedish team, so the culture is 
a little bit different. In Sweden, you 
are usually on the same team all year, 
so it’s a little bit different here when 
you have guys going up and down. 
There’s a different team feeling.”
 
Lindstrom felt his play improved as 
the season progressed after some 
early struggles.
 
“I had a good start to my season, but 
I think my confidence went down a 
little after a few games. I don’t think 
I played bad. It wasn’t brutal. I just 
felt like I could have played better,” 
he said.
 
“From December and forward, I felt 
like I was playing better and better. A 
lot of it had to do with playing on the 
smaller ice. You see so many different 
situations that never happen in 
Sweden. The more you play, the more 
you know what’s going on out there 
and you become more confident.
 
“I think my last 15 games I played 
pretty good before I got called up.”
 
The Red Wings recalled Lindstrom 
and left wing Taro Hirose on Feb. 5, 
2020, after placing defenseman Mike 

Green and center Frans Nielsen on 
injured reserve.
 
“It was maybe the best day of my life,” 
Lindstrom said.
 
Like every young hockey player, he 
dreamed about the day that he would 
get the opportunity to finally play in 
the NHL.
 
“We were on the bus to Milwaukee 
and it was the first game that I forgot 
my wallet and passport,” he said. 
“When Ryan (Martin, Red Wings 
assistant general manager) called, 
he said I just booked a flight from 
Milwaukee to Detroit for you and 
(Taro) Hirose.”
 
“I thought, ‘Perfect,’ then 15 minutes 
later I realized that I couldn’t fly 
without my passport. We had to rent a 
car and drive five hours back to Grand 
Rapids before driving to Detroit the 
next morning. It’s a great story, but it 
wasn’t so great at the time.”
 
His parents flew from Sweden to 
Detroit so they could attend the game.
 
“It was so cool to have my parents 
there. Of course, they have been a big 
part of why I am playing hockey and 
why I am here today,” he said. “We had 
dinner the night before the game, so 
it was really fun to have them there.”
 
On the day of the game, he was more 
than a little nervous.
 
“I think my average heart rate was like 
180 the whole day,” he said. “From 

the time I got up that morning 
until the game started, I was pretty 
nervous. I can usually take a nap for 
two to three hours before a game, 
but I remember that day I didn’t 
sleep even one second.
 
“Before the game, I felt like I had 
already played the game in my head 
like 20 times. After a couple of shifts, I 
started to feel more like myself.”
 
Lindstrom ended up playing 16 
games with the Red Wings before 
COVID-19 shut down the 2019-20 
regular season. “I think I played 
pretty well and I felt comfortable. I 
think my last five or six games were 
some of the best hockey I played,” 
he said.
 
Not surprisingly, he was 
disappointed when this season 
was delayed. He was eventually 
loaned back to Almtuna in Sweden, 
enabling him to see action in 20 
games before the NHL and AHL 
seasons restarted.
 
“It was a really good opportunity to 
play some games,” he said. “It was 
really good for me because it’s fun 
to play for a team that’s practically 
in your hometown with your family 
and friends close to you.”
 
Lindstrom appeared in 13 games 
with the Griffins this year before 
the Red Wings recalled him for the 
balance of the regular season. In 
his second game back in Detroit, 
Lindstrom made a pinpoint pass to 
help newly acquired Jakub Vrana 

score a goal in his first game in a 
Red Wings jersey.
 
The Wings continue to like 
Lindstrom’s composure in the heat 
of the battle.
 
“I think it comes from growing up on 
the bigger ice,” he said. “In Sweden, 
you have to take care of the puck and 
play the puck more. We don’t play 
the glass or rim the puck as much as 
players do here because you have 
more time on the bigger ice.
 
“You have to learn to care of the puck 
and not just throw it away. I try to 
make smart plays and a good first 
pass. When I feel like I play well, the 
puck possession game is a big part of 
my game and one of my strengths.
 
“I remember a coach I had in 
Frolunda who told us that it is 
better to freeze the puck against 
the boards than to rim it because 
at least you know where the puck 
is. It’s important to stay calm when 
you’re under pressure.”
 
Lindstrom will be a restricted free 
agent after this season, but he has 
every intention of staying in North 
America. He hopes his play in Detroit 
will help convince the Red Wings to 
offer a new contract.
 
“It’s been a little different and difficult 
year, but I’m just trying to stay healthy 
and stay in good shape,” he said. “I’m just 
trying to be ready to play whenever I 
get the opportunity. It is what it is.  
You have to make the best of it.”

Lindstrom provides 
a level of calm on the 
blue line.
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http://WWW.MYJHFAMILYSTORES.COM
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A FIRST 
TIME FOR 

EVERYTHING

LW PATRICK CURRY
u First Griffins/AHL Game  

2/11/21 at CHICAGO
u First Griffins/AHL/Pro Goal  

3/3/21 at ROCKFORD (1-0—1)
u First Griffins/AHL Assist  

3/27/21 at IOWA (1-1—2) 

D CHARLE-EDOUARD D’ASTOUS
u First Griffins/AHL Assist   
 3/27/21 at IOWA (0-1—1)

F ALBIN GREWE
u First Griffins/AHL Game   
 3/26/21 at IOWA
u First Griffins/AHL Assist & Point   
 3/27/21 at IOWA (0-1—1)

LW MAX HUMITZ
u First Griffins/AHL/Pro Game 
 2/11/21 at CHICAGO
u First Griffins/AHL/Pro Goal, Assist & Point  
 3/3/21 at ROCKFORD (2-1—3)



21

Rookies make up a 
substantial portion of 
the Griffins’ 2020-21 
roster, and they’ve  
had many “firsts” to 

celebrate this season.

D TORY DELLO
u First Griffins/AHL/Pro Assist & Point   
 4/1/21 at CHICAGO (0-1—1) 

G KADEN FULCHER
u First Griffins/AHL Game 

4/17/21 vs. IOWA (3-4 OTL, 25 saves)
u First Griffins/AHL Win 

4/21/21 vs. CLEVELAND (2-1 W, 27 saves) 

D JARED McISAAC
u First Griffins/AHL Game   
 4/20/21 vs. CLEVELAND

D DONOVAN SEBRANGO
u First Griffins/AHL Game  
 2/11/21 at CHICAGO
u First Griffins/AHL Assist & Point  
 3/3/21 at ROCKFORD (0-1—1)
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PODCASTS

SCHEDULE

THE 

GRIFFINS 
HOCKEY
WEBSITE

https://griffinshockey.com/

CLICK HERE

WATCH HOME  
GAMES ON  
WXSP-TV 

https://www.nexstar.tv/stations/wxsp/

CLICK HERE

GAME DAY
TWITTER  

@GriffinsGameDay

https://twitter.com/GriffinsGameDay

CLICK HERE

TWITTER 
@griffinshockey

https://twitter.com/griffinshockey

CLICK HERE

FLICKR
https://www.flickr.com/photos/griffinshockey

CLICK HERE

ROSTER
https://griffinshockey.com/team/roster

CLICK HERE

LISTEN  
TO WOOD

RADIO
https://www.iheart.com/live/wood-

radio-1069-fm-1300am-1165/

CLICK HERE

FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/grgriffins

CLICK HERE

YOUTUBE
https://www.youtube.com/griffvision

CLICK HERE

VIEW ONLINE

ADD TO CALENDAR

WATCH 
AHLTV

http://ahltv.com/

CLICK HERE

GRIFFINS IN  
THE MEDIA

https://griffinshockey.com/news/ 
griffins-features

CLICK HERE

INSTAGRAM
https://www.instagram.com/griffinshockey/

CLICK HERE

APPLE

OTHER PLATFORMS

STATISTICS
https://theahl.com/stats/player-stats/328/68?playertype=skat-
er&position=skaters&rookie=no&sort=points&statstype=stan-

dard&page=1&league=4

CLICK HERE

HTTPS://GRIFFINSHOCKEY.COM/
https://www.nexstar.tv/stations/wxsp/
https://twitter.com/GriffinsGameDay
https://twitter.com/griffinshockey/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/griffinshockey
https://griffinshockey.com/team/roster
https://www.iheart.com/live/wood-radio-1069-fm-1300am-1165/
https://www.facebook.com/grgriffins
https://www.youtube.com/griffvision
https://griffinshockey.com/schedule
https://www.stanza.co/@grandrapidsgriffins/subscription?source=a2c&category=grandrapidsgriffins
http://ahltv.com/
https://griffinshockey.com/news/griffins-features
https://www.instagram.com/griffinshockey/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/grand-rapids-griffins/id1516656875
https://anchor.fm/griffins-hockey
https://theahl.com/stats/player-stats/328/68?playertype=skater&position=skaters&rookie=no&sort=points&statstype=standard&page=1&league=4


23

mercbank.com

Let’s go Grins!

https://www.mercbank.com
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http://foxcashoffer.com

